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THE DANGERS 0F OUR WILDS.

BY CHARLES MACiN'AAA, Aruprior, Ont.

The French travelier, lately ireturned froni Algeria, vas
frankly joking vhen he told an enquirer that the most dangerous

a imnl North Afirica vas not the lion. as generafly suppoeed,
but the gazelle. ""The bion," he said. 44it neyer molesta you.
But the gazelle, when you are nding across the plain. suddenly

srnsup at your horse's noee; your hors shies. and tbrows
you off and yoea break your neck." WhIle this vas admlttedly
a --e-santr on the part Mf the traveller, a consideration of the
dangers Mf aur native voods leads to a conclusion almost as
SUI rLMng.

lu the first place. the only real menace to huquan life cornes,
flot from the aimais Mfour foresta, but from teplants. Our
wooda and fields harbour a far larger number of poesonous plants
than la commonly suspected. Everyone lcnowsý of poison ivy
and the painful and annoying akin eruption it causes; but its
effects, however unpleasant wbile they lm.t very rarely result
lu any serioua or pet i anent m'jury. Nucb more grave are the
consequences Mf the intergal posnnsby planta which attract
bY their succulent roots or brigbt-coloured berrnes. To men-
tion only a ver- few Mf the cones o these. the aveet rmots
Mf the hemlocks, Con"um gacuus and Circula omculaia, are
Muost deadly, Ind the rash partaker seldom recovers. Another
plant vith a bad reord la Indian tobacco. Labelia âIEaswa. which
grows pleutfufly lu dry fields. Although it has a strouug and

dîzarecbletaste, children. miisled by the common name,
mmtime chew tis weed ith fatal resulta. The bright red

pulP enclosing the seeda Mf the yew. Taras bacata, found ani
through aur voods, la probably barmiess enough lu ltSelf, but
thewmeda are very poisonous. The vivid colouroM the ""berris""
unakes Umem attractive to children, aud a good many young
lives have bee sacrifice4 to them.

But the fuangi of the genus Amanita have more deaths
aastthem than ani the test Mf our dora put together. Neyer

a meason jams vithout ope or more reorda of perDns fatally


