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siege of Acre, on the 18th of March, 1799, The
pa;ila, who had already evacunated Caffa, conceiving
that the fortifications were in too miserable a state
to avail him, was preparing to retreat, when BSir
Svidney Smith anchored with his squadron in the
roads of Caffa, and reinspirited the inhabitants, by
m king every preparation for a vigorous defence.
Buonaparte having invested the place, and being
enabled to carry his trenches close to the ditch, a
breach was effected in ten days, when he endeavour-
ed to carry it by assanlt, but was repulsed with a
heavyloss. Within two days, another assault was
made, and with a similar result. Eight different
attempts were made of the same kind, by which
multitudes of the French perished on the occasion,
and in the sorties by which they were followed. On
the fifty-second day, two lastand desperate efforts
were made; the Turkish fire, even when aided by
the opportune approach of the British seamen, was
for some time ineffectual, owing to the numbers of
the enemy, which perpetually renewed the ranks of
the slain.  Atlength, however, the French were re-
pulsed; but as a breach had been made practicable
for fifty men abreast, the French entered in the
cvening; adreadful carnage ensued, Djezzar was
every where animating his troops, and the foe was
utterly vanquished.  After these disastrous strug-
gles, during which Buonaparte lost his battering
pieces and stores, and was ultimately compelled to
throw his heavy cannon into the sea; onthe 20th of
May, at the expiration of sixty-one days, he raised
the siege, and boldly announced in Egypt, in a pub-
lic manifesto, that Acre was reduced to a heap of
ruins, and posterity would ask where the city had
stood.  After this period, the fortifications were
considerably enlarged. At the time of Dr. Clarke’s



