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acknowledging the superiority of the technical education and
design, there is evidently a desire ta discaver defects ini the
workmanship.

In the firat place, a camparisan between the building arti-
ficers ai aur country and the Continent is hardly possible. A
difference as great as it well can be exists between the modes
of living, thought, and feeling af the two countries. FLouse.
rent is cheaper than our awn. The Paris artisan cau live
comfortably at a rent ai 212 ar 11 a year ; the firing, chsr-
ca being the fuel, ia mucb cheaper ; he abtains his meals at
a café when aut. Provisions are cheaper thau they are here,
and the workmen generally frugal and abstemians. Saup,
meat, vegetables, and bread are partken of at breakfast,
which is at Il o'clock, tise cast being about 5d.; then, at 6 or
7, after work, they have their dinner, cansisting ai saup, fiaI,
meat, vegetablea, bread, cheese, and wine, the cost ai which
is about 1s. M1. The French wvarkman's home is différent ; it
is aiten at the café, not from choi.ýe, but convenience. The
childress are sent ont ta nurse, as the wife goes out ta work;
he sleeps wlisre he can, and doea not cansider it sseceasary ta
keep up a hause like bis English brother. Wages are paid
fortnightly or every three weeks, and piecework is tbe general
principle ai payment, and is preierred by bath employers and
workmen. By this system the warkman aiten earns more
t'han by daywork.

We draw attention now ta twa or three principles wbich
underlis the difference between French and English work-
manship. First, the workmau abraad has State protection;
the Municipial Council contri')utes towards the L ibour Ex-
change ; trade disputes are settled by a court ai experts, the
Prud'homme established by the St te. The English craits-
man bas no such aid, but is obliged ta have recaurse ta trade
unions, or ta the ordiuary legal tribunals, which are castly
and inefficient. Secondly, the edncation abroad is tecbnical
and camplete ; the schools have workshopi attached, pupils
are admitted at 13, and have the run of the achool for three
yeas's, one ai whicb is spent in the shopa, including a smithas'
sbop, engineera' shop, electrical engineers' shop, carpenters'
and wood-turners' shop. The whole course is free, and the
coat is defrayed by the Munitipal Cuncil. The English
workmau bas nothing of the kind provided, except the new
teclinical sclwola, wvhich are few coinparativsly and expensive.
Tbirdly, the Parisian artisan is free ta select his kind ai labour;
lie bas a persoual intereat in bis work, whicb is encouraged by
the system ai payments, wbereas in England the artificer is
made a kind ai tool in a vast organi,4ation ai labour, his wark
being divided into branches, and lie is, therefore, set ta do a
portion of a fraction of a building wbich le perbapa neyer sees
and has no interst in wbatever. We have proof ai these
facta in the artisans' reports.

One ai the things we bear is that wark coats mare in
France than in England ; tise men wark, we are told, in an
" detsy-going way." Then, tbe foreigu workingman is lus own
msaster in many thinga ; he is nat dictated ta as ta modes ai
work ; lie can leave bis labour for rt-feshment wlun lie bas a
mmnd ta do sa, the time sa occupied nat being deducted if it
is not mare than a quarter ai an bous'. Tbe men in Paris
are paid almost the samne wages for half the work executed.
Naw, we muet not conclude that because the artisan's work is
easier, and ho takes langer about it, that the coat is greater,
except in a very mercenary sense. It is true that, awiug ta
grindiug more wark out ai the warkmau, lie pays the con-
tractar botter ; but doea bis labour pav sa well in the me-
suit 1 We question wbether it does. The unanimaus opinion

ai ail wba bave seen the work ai boys in tedlinical achools is
that it is a credit ta the nation. The wbole question ai womk
is resolved inte, one ai time, and thia is a vital element whicl
the Englisb master dos not appear ta have fully taken inta
lis cosisideratian. The cantract systemn is in direct opposi-
tion ; its prisuciple la ta get as much wark done as possible in
a little time, and this bas been sa ingrafted in the miinda ai
aur great producema and emplayers ai labour, that other cou-
siderations are sacrificed. The principle with the foreign work-
man and bis employer is ta turn ont a gaod job. Even in the
achool work, time on a job is not conaidered, so long as the
pupil turns out his womk creditably.

The important bearing ai the question ai t01ime, or freedomn
ai individual action on the work actnally tnrned ont, may le
seen in camparing Engliali with French joinery. Last week
we described an internal door as made in France, which ia
différent ini several particulars irom aur awn. The stiles and
rails are ai equal width, about 3 in. wide ; instead ai the
salid Engliali lock rail, a narrow panel is intraduced, and
upon the upper 3 in. rail ai this is the lock. If any reader
will take the trouble ai drawing ont a door ta scale, lie will
find it nat sa bad as the Englisl joiner would be inclined ta
think iram prejudice ansd habit. In many respects it is a
ligîster door, the wide pansels ai the wbole width ai door can
be leit for decomation, tbe middle rail panel is pleasing if not
quite as strong, for every solid lock rail bas a double tenon
and two mortises. We are so accustomed from habit and
years ai tmaining ta use muntins dividing the doar into two
panels, that any other iorm 'looks wrang ; but, aiter all, it is
a matter ai design-a quality whicl the Engliali artificer is
nat very straug upon. Our systema ai mouldings ia unsatis.
factary, but it is used ta save time and labour. The maedbine-
made maulding is quickly tumned ont and planted, but evé-ry
arcbitect and amtistic joiner la aware ai the beauty af the
xuoulding worked out of the solid, as seen lu Mediueval and
l5th-centumy work in this country.

. To " plougli" or rebats the maulding for panels, aud ta
groove the back ai it ta fit on the stiles and mails, is a labari-
ans, but certainly more workmaulike, praceeding than ta
merely plant the moulding in. It takes more tîme, and thus,
in the sys ai aur builders who take contracta, is au objectian.
Other details, sudh as rebating the edges of a door ta suake it
fit dloser, tauguing the skirtîug ta the floor, stair construc-
tion, tlie jaintiug ai a segmental irame, indicate greater
labour, not in svery instance neceasarily stranger, but dis-
playing mare art and akili. To turu ta a more artistic trade,
the carver in wood ia mare ai a specialiat abroad than he is
bers ; a figure carver can obtain a higb emuneration for lis
work by contlning himaelf exclusively ta it, and there is
enough ai ans kind ai carviug ta make it answer, wbereas in
Landau a carver turne bis land irom. figures ta foliage. Iu
the carviug art we have only a iew men wbo can compare
favourably witl the specialiat in Paria, awing ta thers being
s0 littîs carving doue in Landau, and wbat there la ai a very
miscellaneous kind. We are naw alludiug ta tbe ordiuary
clasa ai carvera, nat ta aur iew well-kuown artis in wood.
Again, the carvers abraad bave exceptional advantsges in the
fine collections of the Louvre and Tuileries, theu Musée de
Cluny, sud other museuma. The work, toa, is also doue lu a
mars leisurely way than aur own-piecewark la generally fol-
lowed, which prevents the crampiug influence insepamable
irom the daywork system, sud for the aimpler kinda ai cary-
iug it pays the workman better. On the wbole, the Parisian
carver is in botter circusustances, sud his work more ap-
preciated.
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