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HE first of Jsnuary, 8 day
set apart by the Church in
commemoration of the cireum-
cision of our blessed Lord, is,
by alarge section of the more
civilized peoples of the world,
regarded es the firss day of a
New Year. This being so,—
the fact that ever from a
scientific stand-point, the day
has been unfortunately chosen, being over-
lookad—it is only befitting thatsome refer-
ence, be made to a day that by usage has be-
come invested with so great importancs.

For many business men, New Year i3 a
day of new departures. Thebusiness trans-
actions of the past year are reviewed, books
ars balanced, comparisons are instituted be-
tween the results and those of other yeass,
progress or falling back being noled, causes
Ieading to failure er success are carefully
sought for, plans, resolutions, are made for
the year that has opened.

In other respects, and with regard to very
different matters, it is regarded ac a day
most suitable for the turning over of new

leaves, for making fresh starts, for forming
good resolutiors. Men make up their minds
that they will have a cleaner record to look
back upon at the end of the year, i spared
to see it, than was that of the past. They
vesolva to be better citizens, better children,
or psrents as the case may be. They will
waste lesa time, will do more for the good of
their fellow-men, will be more watchful over
their actions, yielding less often to tempta-
tion, being befter-tempered, and ao forth.

They will be more diligent ix. “heir attendancs
at the varions services in God's house, will be
mor. Jhrist like. All this is wel), the mak-
ing of such good resolutions proves that peo-
ple are nof. contented with themselves, that
they see where improvement can be made ;
it clearly points to tke fact that men not only
recognize the besuty of virtue, goodness,
holiness, but that they wish to be better.

-
.

The making of a good resolution is a
very different thing from the carrying of
that resolution into effsct. It is a compara-
tively easy tking to will se and so, the
doing of that which has been decided upon



