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EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITI:ES.

The year 188S1 bias added considerably to our knowledge of
Egyptian antiquity, partly owing, to the discovery of inscrip-
tions in the pyramisis, and partly owing to the finding of many
antiquities of the time of the Tlheban dynasty in Utpper Egypt.
Although the value of the inscriptions above-mentioned was at
first overrated, and that of the antiquities considerably dinsin-
ishied by the chaotic condition in which they wvere found, they
yet yield a rich field for the further develolpment of Egyptologi-
cal science. It is extremely interesting1 therefore, to listen to
what one of the most celebrated Egyptologists says about the
value and kind of those antiquities, and the hopes for science
whieh art derived therefrom. Dr. Brugsch-Pascha recentiy
gave a lecture on tbis suhject in Vienna, and we believe we
shahl henefit our readers and ail friends of science by reporting
the most important parts of Dr. Brugscb's address. Throngh
ail antiquity ihere can be traced a spirit of reverence towards
the deati. This trait is seen not ouly in the more civilized,
but in ail ancient peoples. It is proved by their manner of
burial, for thp~ir tomnhs were constructed to endure for ssges,
and witbin lheram as laid everything that bad become dear to
the1 departed dluring their lifetime. From sucb sepuichres and
their contents we draw conclusions very important to the
knowledge of the history sud culture of ancient nations, and
it xnay be rigbltly said, IlWhen men are sulent, stones will
,zleak." Amoông the nations" whose ruined tomba jsrovide us
with such a ricE fund of antiquities the ancient Egyptians
rattk first. The laws of their religion were :First, to praise
anti tbhaik tbe gorda second, to love ail miankind,: and thirdl,
to lbonour tise dcatl. Their dead, thert fore, were isuried witb
great solemnitv and ce*remony. Most of the aucienit tombs are
rnined, but, even tise ruins tell their own tale. The Egyptians
lait l ttle valise on their dwelling-bouses consideritig them to
le nierely temporary restinig places-ante-roonts 10 the long

iperiod after death-asd spent very little trouble on their a r-
r angemenît <r construction. AIl travellers in Egvpt will have
been struck, by the entire absence of human dwellings, contras-
tedl withi tihe number of ruins of tombs and temples. There is
nowhere 10 be found the ruins of a regal palace. Here snd
tbüre are seen monumental remaiiîs of large brick edlifices, but
nothing, betrssys by whom t1seý were iulsabited. The toinbs,
on tihe contrary, are buit of lasting materials, and the interiors
rit-hlv decorated. On enquiring into the conditionî of the peo.
pie il is niecessary to fix on great periods. We distinguîsb two
of these periods the first andsi ost anicient is tho Memphis
period, until about 250 B.c., the second and youngest wvas the
Theban dynasty. Tise firat of these periods is characterized by
the building of the pyramida, whicli stît-tcb for miiles along tise
edge of tlie desert. The ancients were aware tisat; the more
aucient pyrausids were the graves of Egyptian kings. The
size sud lieight of the différent pyramida vary greatly. The
discoveries of the past year have for the first tinte sbowu, be-
youtl aIl doubt, the disposition and construction of the ii terior
of these immense miasses of' atone. The first of these discover-
ies ivas that of tIse pyramid of King Cheopa. The centre of
tItis ansd aIl other pyramida consista in a sepuichre hewn in a
gigan tic granite monolitb, with a roof of the saine material,

Iupon which resta the whoie iveigbt of the pyramaid. On the
north aide a slanting passage leads into the tomb ,tisis passage
is dividcd by tsvo or three falling blocks-tbe firat of wlsich
closes tise opening oi the1 exterior of the pyrainid-into 50
inany chamîsers. When firat built a pyramisi wa-s not highier
than from 80 to 101) ft. ;but if tise king for wlsom il waa built
lived long, hie cauaed otiter atone coatings to be built over it.
There bave beest found iii souie cases five repetitions of suds a
caasing, ai-id tise lengtls of a king's reign caîs be deduced front

itheir nuutber. Tise local sequence of the pyramida from north
I b souî.h corresponds witls tise selquence of the dynasties ;a

proof of the civilizatiots of ail Egypt, whicis progresseti also
iroin isorts te, sonth. About 1830 to 1840 great intereat was
taken ini tise pyramnida buts as tise inscriptions in the interiors
were isot tisen discovcred scientific researchi remained witlsout
ainy great result, a few atonies with the nanses of kings being
aIl that wvas founîli. 1)r. itrugscis lias counteti four or five.
But a step lisas iseen malle bv last year's discoveries. Ilt Feb-
muary sshîe arais NNho isad suxsk a k-ind of' shaft mbt a rin
front ahove, found ail tise inside walls covertd with tuscrîrs-
tilons. But the isope raised of dîscoveries of historic value 'vas
siot realizeui. liere, too, notlsîîg was fossîtt lsMt tise names

and tilles of several kings, and some copsies of the course of îif,
of the sou], which, in ancient Egyptian conception, waudeiS
like tIse sun, from east bo weat. StilI, tIse inscriptions were
value, for tlsey taugbr us tise uist anciessb language lut
world, as il was apoken 3,30<) years ago. Brugscb, whenh
visited the spot, fossnd that the pyramid lîad already been
robbed. The corisse of Kinsg tîseopa was gone. Brugscb, OnlY
founld one bsand, and a great tîuantity of linen, so fine tIsaIt tle
Araba burst out iisto tise exclsaaion, Il Silk !,' lu anotber
pyramid examnted by Brugscîs lie found tbe body of tIse king
therein burîed lyiu)g o11 the earth, but perfectly preserved. I
was tîsat of a young blackhaired msari, apparently about C6
to 30 years of age. Il is yet hoped tisat some pyramid miaY
found, the contents of wlsich have not; been disturbed, and 0110
wbicb seems untouched is now being opeued. Tise operatio"l
will take saute lime, and a year may clapse before it is accout%
plished, for the immense number of stoîses whicb a pyraield
contains is incredible. If bbe îsvraniid of Cheopa w-erecOt
with lead, thab ilead would be sufficiejit to entireîy cover bt
bower of St. Stephen, in Vienna, and if the atones of tle pYý
mid were placed aide by aide, bhey would be su icient1
round the whole of France. The Iower classesofEylai
were not entombe(d in pyransida. For then vertical st
were dug in the roeks, wvith a second sisaft at right; anglest
the liead of whîcli tbe dead were deposited. The vertical sIfif
was tîsen fillied witis saîsd, sud a hall for prayer built ab0ole il.
When the Meusphis dynasty, fromn what cause we kn O '
was at an end, that of Tîsebes arose. Then the building Of pY'
ramida ceased, for the very nature of the mountainous coun0try,
witb its narrow valîcys forbade sncb a proceeding. The tombS
were now matie is bbc rocks of the mountains, int bbe bO-s<10
of whici deep asafîs were dug. -Au initereslittg d isýcovcry
heen wade of a well preserved roll of papyrus, contaiuiugh
fluissied plan of a rock tomh by the baud of tise architecb.
shafts Ieading into the Eoyal .tomb are slanting, and each O
them is always divitied mbt four successive corridors. Tlse
cames a fîh cîsainser, bte so-cailed Il waiting roons thel l
sixth, aîsd chief rosin, tis e"godeu baill," ir. tise centre
whiclt standîs bbe sarcopisagts ;assd behind Ibis the scvfý"tj
sud leigisth roons - bbecI statue-bail suad Iltrtasure-cb5r'
ber." Is bte goiten hall was itiaceti everythiisg that had be'
louged sud was deisr 10 tise kiitg b is anus, bis whip, sud bis
eatiîîg aud dritsking vessels, &c. TIse statue-hall î.ontai5tu1
iltumber of statues of Osiris, witis the head of the king. Trhere
stilI exist îweobv Oive sucs tomîs. But everythingy heyO j
taiîsed bias long silice îseen rernoved, nul orsiy by the Bouta1
assd Araba, but also hy tise Egyrutian tisemst.ives-eibtherrub'
bed or reuîoved l'y ord-r of te Egvpbian Goverîsmeîsî.Thr
hsave beeîs rohisera iii ail times, also among the Egyptia5s-
document exista relabiîsg bo the moat ancient tiseft of vvhic
we have any knowîedge, iii tise year 1100 Bc. Trhis dOd5îîsieo
is in Vieuna. It -ouîais bise proçeas againat the thieve8p., .
couduct of bbc case before tic justices, and tise Royal ç,erdilt
After bbe Egyptian came the foreigu thieves ; wbio tbey er
we do naot kîsow. Whein Strabo .went to Egypt, a ccnttiry.0f
ber Christ, hoe visiled forty opsen bomba on bbc walls of Wblcb
he found, not Egyptitîn but (hock inscriptions ;then), aslinw
travellers usod to immoitalizo themselvcs by writings on .
Now oîsly twenty-five ofthese Royal tomuba are known 10e*lt

so tise real must bave been completely ruined and eraaed.
The emptying of bbc Royal boînhs by order of the ueo

Egyptian Govertsment hias been found out as follows: bO
s-x or seven years ago sonse traveliers, among wbom wa
Brugscis, saw in Thebea some romarkabie Egyptian antiqUll"
amaîl statuettes, wîsicis had evidenlly been brougbt trn
Royal tomba. Tisey belonged to bbc twenty-first pries1 dy 6Os
ty.- Is spite of the deep niîtorest Dr. Brugsci took in h

malter, lise was unable bo uake furliser rosearches, for hoe"'
acconspauyîng a bigb personage. LasI Juiy the origisi of îheoe
antiquities was ascertaiîîed. Two Arab fbrotisera quarreîi
anti tseir dispute revealcd the fact that in a certain ravîe
which w-as isot a L'ysi toînb, lîsere was hiddeu a 1110801
musîmies witb evervlising beîonging 10 tiseni. O)ie Of îo
brothors, being proistiseti immunily, offs-rcd teo sisos tbc N8Y $
bbe ravine. lb was a deep chasus in tise rocks, ending i 11 1
cas ern fîsîl of coffins, iismuhiiiies, anti lte objecta goeeag
foîtnd in toomhs. 'ihere were so îssaîy tisaI tisey filied a îs1ro
Nule steanier to stîci an extent as scarceîy to leave roOln j
the crew. Onr ex'sîsiisiatioiî it was foststd tisaI tise brothOîShol
not tisensselves heuaitet til these anliquities, but bisa 'tbc1>0,,1t
tomba liad iteets t-us1tied l'y orsier of bbe. Egyptisîs Gove.m0Ïe I
about 100<) mu. c-., iin Saloiao's lutne, anti their content.,tal18(0
les the caventii i question, no îout, with tise intenion
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