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TRE MONROE DOCTRINE.
The vicissitudes of dogma might foirm an. interesting series of'chapters on the history or international law. 0f these chapters

the one which deait with the bewildering transformations of the31onroc IDoctr.ine could flot fail. to be Iistructive. This at the'time of its pronouinceinent comparatively barmless and even
necessary expressioni Of opinion on the part of one Ameîrican
Government has beeri expanded by the effortg of a series ofAmerican Secretaries of 8tate ro as to be put fiorward as anexcuse for claiming a veritable supreimacy in the affairs Of the
whole Western hemisphe'e. There is a cer-tain irony in, the fact
that it was flic British Goverirmeit wvhiclà suggested to President
Monroe hise autiousy Nvorded pirotest agaiiist any interfeî.ence bythe lloly Alliance to suppress the new Spaiiish. American Repub-lies. Now it is against the B,'itish Government that a surprisingtran sforma-tiion of this opinion 18 attempted t() be enforced..When after Waterloo the Czar Alexander. Conceived the idea of
restoring absolutist principles in Europe, and formed foir thatpuî.pose his ill-omened Ilfoly Alliance, the British Governnient,'wbîch had borne the brunt of tle wars against Bonaparte, utterly
dcclined to take p)art in the new propaganda of 'sound prineiples
of government.' Sevoral. congreses of the Grreat Powerts were,however, held, and the affairs of various European States were
ifîterfered with for the avowed purpose of restoring arbitrai'y
rule. At the Congress of Verona. it was actually propoised that
force of armns shotild be resoî.ted to in respect of the revolted
colonies of Spain. Not cotitent with protesting, the Britieli
Government suggested to the United States ambassador that the


