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Standing whiere we do to-day, vie hiave neither reasoxi to comiplain nor to lie
discouraged at the progres of our faith, measured 1 mean by the true standard,
measured by the actual increase of moral poiver ainong mon. Oertainly the
Mediterra nean civilization of Greece and Rome hiad quite as much intellect and
quite as mucli energy as the civilization of Northern and Western Europe.
Hlad the problem of social life licou soluble to sucli elements they would ]lave
been solved tvio thousand years ago. Only the gradu fasse depends
not more upon the impulses generated arnong its units than upon their co-ordi-~
nation and correlation. The solar system is not itrong because of the~
appalling swiftness with which Jupiter or Mars spins forwvard in its trenmendon"
curve, but because of tixat invisible and subtle energy which, beginning its~

finfluence upon each single atoni, hioids easily the mightiest planet to its
fappointed patb. There was neither cohesion nor attraction in the ancient
civilization strong enough to admit of permanent life. What little there ivas, f
vias contributed by such religion as it liad, and ivien this yielded to the f
searching analysis of the groviing philosophy the old structures dropped f' nf
ruin and to dust. Lt vian a rnad atteinpt to fill this void that led to thef

apotheosis of the ]Roman emperors, satirized in Vespasian's dying jest :
i.Weil, vieil! .1 miust bo growing to a Goci, I tllink' But it is just sucli 1
hiarmonizing and regaulative, forces that Clirîstianity a.pisfor no better
summnary of its spiritual contents wiii cirer lie found thaxi tliat niade by the 1
grcat; Apostie of the Gentiles: 1'Nov abideth these three-faith, liope, and
cateth the greatest of these is charity. " Tixese forces ivere cither absent 1

aloehrfromn ancient life, or viere present only under s"-1 '1iitations as
t o render thera powerless for any protracted period, and hence tie impulsive f

gand transitory character of à1l great social moveinents iii antiquity. Faitlh, f
ffor instance, vian diflùsed among a throng of countless beings, and even if g

ce tr) inoe gher than, the rest, centredl in a conception of persistent 1
and triunxplant physical force, uniliurnated by viisdomnimade dreadful by
connuming passion and glorified by no exalted. conception.

Contrant the story of Prometlîeus, in ivIlicli the constructiva power of the
gGrep'& religions imagination reachied its higliest achievement vii the simple 1
but overwlielr.-ing grandeur of the cross. Prometlieus is a god and a friend f

fof man, yet blis belhaviour is not only resented but punished, -withi ail the f
fterrors at Juve's comnmand. Thxis lielper of mankind, fastened te the bare
gand bloomless clifi', is scarred and seared viith lighitning blasts anti tortureti f
Iby the flre-beaked vulture that eats away his ever-growing heart. But Jesus,
the Saviour of men, is the Son of the everliving God viho se, loveti the vierlçi g

ttHogave his onIy begotten Sj)n, that vihosoover believeth on .Uim milt
not perish, but have, everlasting life. Proinetheus, amid sereains of super-
humian agony, still hurîs defianco at the omnipotent brutalîty that shatters

gitself to shireds upon a viii that no terrors van alarin and no lightnings
scorch, vihile Jesus utters that triumphant cry of joy that rallies the whole
hiuman race in its ul)ward. climib toviard Goti. 1' I the volume o! the Book
it is viritten of Me, 1 coine te do Thy ivili, 0 God. " The Christian concelp.
tion o! God in Christ reconciling the viorld unto Hinuseif excludcs ail strife
and ail variance of purpose in the Divine nature, and lin it tho grandeur o!
condescensioti is as overwlîelming as the exhaustless piexititude o! power. 1
Tt not only transcends ail previous conceptions but it is utterly unlhke ail 1
otixers, and men usut rise t., Lttitudes of spiritual grandeur as yet unknovil

before they penetrate thc outer brighitness of tixis groat globe of splendeur
We must. be liL~ ;Iim before vie sec Hlm as He is. But once fairiy ini tlieI
viorid this conception Qan neyer pýass aviay, cani nover by any possibility eut-
grow its mcaning. L alone is intense enoughi to becomo the centre o! a
universal faith, it ruonie is stroxg enougli tu liold together aIl men in a singlo
famniiy, connunicy of speech being but a ropo of sauti compared vith
commumuii4- of flioughit and faith. Lt alono vain liope to defy the powier of j1
victoriou., analysis, and compel it cither to climb upivards to its ovin


