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for chiliren, because tliey bear the rnost resemblanc to Hiiin who
was born on that day.

Every ycar, howvever, marks the passing of somne of our Xinas
customs-customs liallowed by timie -i-ic not exzisting without a pur-
pose. Many tend only to perpetuiate the beauitifuil stories and
ideals whiich gave birth to themii. It is singular to note that the
innjority, of the religious cereinonieshv survived, while the othiers
liave sunk into, oblivion.

In the United States andl Canmfaa Christmas Day is, considiered
as thie holiday of the year. Thle day in reality lasts fromn midnighit
of Christmas even until sueli time as one retires the followingZ
nighit. Outside the home, everything is extraordinar-ly quiet in
iiarki-led contrast to othier hiolidiays, but withiin the houmes fezistiiî:g
and meirrýymiaking is in evidence ail day long. The joy whiehi is
everv one's on this dIay whien the w-orld wvas fre2cd froin the yoke of
slaverY, is euh alieed by the presence of relatives and friends whiorn
we see at, no othier time of the year.

It lias been said that our Christmas festivals are being mnade too
sordid by the numiiber of useless and extravagant gifts exchiangcd,
but iii viewv of the iniercaise of the last few years of gifts of a utilit
arian nature, suchi ani accusation is nonsense. This practice shnply
proves that, althoughi the mnethod of shiowing good-wvill towardl our
fellow-creaturcs hias c.hanged. the spirit is still strong and iny
elosinig wish is that it mniay continue to, thirive and becoine grreater
year by year.
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