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tendency to create minor currents which rush
in towards the coast. Thesc catch in their
grip the west-bound steamers, & lure them to
destruction on the stretch of shore whiclî runs
north from Cape Race towards St. John's,
while St. Mary's Bay is ever openi to receive
the east-bound freighters which are cast into
its gaping maw. The existence of these cur-
rents lias been demonstrated by too many
ghastly marine disasters the past 50 years for
any doubt to be entertained as to their exist-
ence. 0111Y 4 months ago a tragedy as ap-
palling as any gave point to this fact. The
oil-tank steamer Heligoland, fromn Philadel-
phia for Hiamburg, was swept into St. Mary's
Bay & on the rocks at Guil Island, & hcr crew
Of 3,5nmen perished in full sight of the shore-
folk, who were powerless to attempt to rescue
them. Thie very week last Sept. that the
Scotsman struck Belle Island & went to pieces,
two ocean steamers, the Bay State, trom Liv-
erpool for Boston, & the Prodano, from Balti-
more for Leith, ivent ashore on opposite sides
of Cape Race, & both became total wrecks.
Dense fogs & north-setting currents put them
miles out of their course, & they piled them-
selves up, the first near Ferryland & the sec-
ond near St. Marys, within 24 hours of each
other. Vet neither was a St. Lawrence rout-
er, &, therefore, wvas free from the temptation
to shave round the cape which a Ilguif" ship
might be open to, for, having abundance of
sea-roomi, it might reasonably be argued that
they would have given Cape Race a ivide
berth ini view of the knowledge wvhich every
seafarer must possess as to the dangers asso-
ciated with that section of our coast line.

It is impossible within the compass of this
article to enumnerate the numiber of wrecks
which have taken place in this section of our
coast ; but, in addition to the foregoing, there
may be mentioned the Anglo-Saxon, George
Washington, Lantana, Robert Low, Mlartin
Luther, Murchison, Capulet, Hanoverian,
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Scottish King, Herdef, Grasbrook, Daniel
Sternuman & Texas. 0f these not more than
two, the Texas & Herder, were gulf ships,
the eemainder hailing to or frorn ports farther
south. Ships from U.S. ports make a board
northward, skirting the Nova Scotia coast &
passing inside Sable Island, thence cbntinu-
ing on an arc of a great circle towards Cape
Race, & from it, after sîghting the signal sta-
tion, proceeding across to their destination.
Ships from Europe reverse this route, but
they ail approach Cape Race as a landfall.
The comparative imimunity %vhich the St. Law-
rence shipping enjoys from these disasters is
due to the fact that almost ail the steamers on
that route belong to regular lines, the officers
of which are thoroughly drilled into the con-
ditions of its navigation, the existence of the
currents & the dangers to be avoided. It is the
skipper of the tramp freighter, therefore, un-
familiar with the region & believîng lie can
pick up Cape Race light by dead reckoning
when no other nieans serves, who finds his
ship with lier bows beaten in on the rocks be-
fore he has properly realized that disaster has
coi-e to him. It is from such as thçse the
wreckers reap their harvest.

"VYou're welcome, captain," said à grey-
haired old settler near Cape Race a few years
ago, as he went down to the beach to meet
the crew of a ship that had just gone ashore,
& who were maki,îg themselves ýafe by means
of their boats. " We've been up these three
nigbts waiting for you." And so they had
been, for fog had prevailed during that period,
& after a fog there is alnîost certain to be a
shipwreck on this much-frequented headland.

The foregoing arguments have, 1 venture

to think, served to show that there is no war-
rant for decrying the St. Lawrence route Via'
Cabot Strait, because of the supposed danger5
attached to it. The last contention to be net
is the one which condemns it because it is 50
much more frequented than Belle Isle. B31t
if this is to be agreed to, what becornes O
New York & Boston ? Each of these Ports
has immense shipping interests & large fieets
of merchiant steamers. And yet collisions are
rare. They are rarer still in Cabot Strait, &t
with a channel 54 miles wide at the narroWe5t
part, there is no reason why, if aIl the St.
Lawrence traffic was conducted by this water'
way, they should become so frequent as to re-
present a serious menace to its safe transit'
With proper tidal surveys, more lighthouseS
& fog alarms & better signal service, thîs
Cabot route should be as safe as the middle
of the Atlantic.

Now that the season's great water-b0rfle
traffic is beginning, Canada should revieW its
position on tlîis ail-important probleniO
transportation. The commercial prominen1ce
of the Dominion depends in the main upoin it s
providing a regular, efficient & perfectiV Se
cure means of conveying freight & passengjerS
to the old world. It is essential to Canadiffl
prestige, & as an advertisement of the c0'
try, that this route should be an all-CanadiaO
one, & patronized as such. Equally impera,
tive is it that it should possess eve ry econOrny
which can assist it iii competing with the weî
established routes & the steamship lilCSg
already in existence, while at the saine tiffe
progressive enough to grapple with the eVel'
growing demands of the fertile west for elv
port space, & to inaugurate features of utility
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