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Ipastot anb peoplt.
"PRESSING NEARBER."

Pressing nearer ta His wounded side,
Neter ta tht longed-for goal,

Hoping soon at ength to gilde,
Sait from rock and shoal.

Climbiag higber on the mountain face,
loser to tht sunlit beight,

Straining on with quickened pact5
Home mnd Heavea in sight.

Olinging tighter ta the promised word,
Firmer ta tht pienced hand,

Till tht watcher's cry lu heard,
IYonder, bIo 1tht sua-kissed land."

Leaning bander on tht atm of might,
Trusting more tht heant of Love,

Singing on through dark on bright:
"1His viii shal nuit beneath, above."

Rtaching forth ta advent hout,
To tht joy that shahl be yei,

To Hi. last grand pledge oi paer-
Olivet, dear Olivet.

Crosahili, Maybole. F. Gordon MacLeod.

MIOSES AND THE PENTATEUCH.

Prafessar A. H. Sayce, la tht Contem-
porary Review, cantendu that recent archoe-
oiagy ttnds rather ta canfirm ihan ta relut
tht old vievu ai tbe autbonuhip ai tht Pen-
tatouch. la tht course ai hI. essay, Mn
Salce sys : " Those ai ns vbo have de-
voted aur lives ta tht archaagy ai tht
ancient Oriental vanld bave been forcod
back inta thm traditianal pasition, thaugb
doubibos ith a broader basu. ta stand upon,
and cleaner vitvs ai tht neal signification ai
the Bibical txt. Yean by yoar, almasi
monlh by montb, mreuh discovenies are break-
ing la upon ns, esch mort marvellous than
the lat, but ail, au regards ibm Pentatcuch,
ia favour ai tht aId rathen than ai tht nov
teaching. Tht story ai the campaiga ai
Chedor.laamer and "bis Babylonlan alles
againut tht Oanaanitlsb princes bas been
iuly coafinmtd, and nav Mr. Pinches bas
ond tht name ai Kudur-lagamar, or

Chedor-iaomtr, as veli as thal af bis ally,
Tudgbal, or Tîdal. That Canaan vas aven-
noa by Babylaulan srms aud Influence long
before the sgt ai Abraham vas alneady
kaovn ; this sommer Professar Hummel bas
discaverod that Ine-Sim, vbo ruled aven Un
ai tht Chaldees cealunies beiore tht Hebrev
patriarch vas bora Ibene, captuned tht chîy
of Zemar, la Phoeaicia. whiit bis danghter
vau higb piestesu ai Anazan, or Elam, sud
af Nothern Synla. Conrac-tabltts, drava
Up and dated la the reigus ai Eni-Aku, or
Arloch of Ella-san, and ai other Babylonian
klngs af the saine peio d, contaîn Hcbrtv
names vhicb indicate that s Hebrev-speak-
log population vas uettled la Babylanla at
tht line. Nay mare, tht names ai tht
Hebrev patnianchu, Abram, Jacob (-eh), and
Jjoeph (-el) have actually berna met viîb by
Mn. Pinches amang tbout ai vituessos ta tht
deedu, vblle tht kingi ai the dynasiy vhich
vas gaverning Un la tht age ai Ohodar-
lsomor and Aioch bear nammu vblch are
not Babylonian, but vbicb are at
once Hebnev and South Arabian. What
a commentarythI isluopon tbe sistemmul ai
Genesis thai Ehmr begat tva sans, ont ai
vbom vas tht anceulon afithe Htbrev paint-
sncb., tht other ai tbe tibos ai Southera

wo now possess it. It dots not excinde the
fact of later meisions or the addition of edi-
tonial notes. But I see no reasan for deny-
ing that the Pentateuch lu substantially the
work of Moses.

IlAnd against the counter-evidences of
arcbaeology what has the 1 higher criticism'
to bring forward ? Merely linguistic argu-
ments. I have been a student af language
and languagos ail my life, and the study has
made me very sceptical au ta the historical
and literary conclusions that can be drawn
from linguiutic testimony alone. When we
endoavour ta extnact other than Ilngulstic
canclusions fnom linguistlc premiseu we gen-
erally go astray."

HE GOT TEE BLESSING.

Canon Wilberforce tells a pathet4lc tory
illustrating tho farce ai the little word
cinaw."9 It was of a miner who, hearing the
gospel preached, determined that if the pro-
mised bleusing ai Immodiate salvation were
indeed true, ho would not leave the presenco
of the minIster who was doclarlng It until as-
surod of It. possession by himsoli. Ho wait-
ed, cansequently, after the meeting ta speak
with the ministor, and in his untutored way
.aid : I"Didn't Te uay 1 could have the
blesuin' now ?" IlYes, my friend." 'IThon
pray wlth me, for I'm nat gain' awa' wi'haut
lt." And they dld pray, theso two mon,
until tho wrostling miner hoard sulent words ai
comfort and cheer. IlI've gat it naw 11
crled the miner ; his face roflecting the jay
withln ; I've gat it now 1" The next day
a frightful accident occurred at the mines.
Tht same minister was called ta the scene,
and among tho mon, dead and dylngt was
tho quivering, almout breathleus body ai the
man who, only the night befare, big and
brawny, came ta hlm ta know if salvation
could really bo had now for the asking
Thoro was bot a fooeting moment ai recogni-
tion betwoen the two ore tho miner5. soul
took flight ; but la that moment ho had timo
ta say, ln response ta the mlnisten's sym-
pathy : 1"O, 1 don't mind, for IVve gat it-
I've gat it-lt's mine 1" Thon the name of
tbis poor man went Into tht sad ilut ai tht
1killed." Thero vas no note madeofa tht

royal Inhoitance ai vhlch ho had but a iov
hours boforo cae Into possession, and ail
by his belleving grip ai the word Ilnov."

ÀA STORY 0F À SHORMÀKER.

Gibraltar, you knov, lu la Spain, but
Spain has only ai late yearu been permitted
ta pausess an open Bible, for prior ta 1868
it vas almout an unknown book among tht
peaple, Its circulation boing forbidden by
tht authoritios. During thoso dark timeu a
Presbyttrian minluter, framn Scotland, went
for hi. health ta Gibraltar, where, thongh
Ia Spain, being under British noIe, tht Bible
Society had a deoa. While sajaurnlng
thoro for a considorable tinteo, the goad man
ued frequontly ta put some copie. ai Ga4's
Word into hi. packtt, and cnassing avor into
Spanluh :orritory, wauld circulat thom
among the people, who neceived, them jay.
f ully.

On ane ai tht.. excursions ho visitod the
hause ai a shoemaker, with whom ho had an
intonesting conversation, from *whlch ho
9-nd-àht.tht%.a*ish ad a-eet&g aàhi

as tht uhaemaktr who had receivod the
Bible, stated that it was negularly read at
tht wttkly meotings, and that hi. friondu
wtre so anxiauu ta have copies, ho had came'
ta beg a futher supply. Hi. requesi was
readily granîed, on which he puilld from
undor his armn a parcel, and said : II
have brought Van a little mark.ai my grati-
tude, which I hope you will accopt. I have
made and brought you a pain ai uhoes." IlIt
i. veny kind ai 700," said tht gaad mini.ttr,
Ilbut I bear tht shoos may nat fit, and 50
wlll nat be ai -use ta me." 41Try thom, sir,"
uaid the othor, "for I think von will find
them jut your size."

Tht trial wau made, tht uhoos were
found an excellent fit, and on tht maker be-
ing a.ked boy ho had guessod the sizt 50
exacîly, he roplied : "Il kntw aftor you
left my houst 700 had ta pasu over somo
.aft dlay ; so 1 followed vou and inam Tour
iootprints I toak tht size ai your foot, and I
was thon able ta make von tht shots,
wbich I reuolved ta bring you. I hope you
wlll woar them as a mark ai gratitude from
a paor Spanisb .hatmakor fur the preciaus
book 700 brought him."

THE SIS OF L4KING OFFEYOR.

No ont i. obliged ta take ofience. A
neadinesu ta do It give. ovidence ai deep-
seaîed selfisbnesu; and a habit ai doing ht
lu proof conclusive that folly reignu.

Many wha are quite careful ta avaid
givlng ofience have nat yet came ta a ful
recagnition ai the faci that taking offense lu
warse. It betakens a maut unhoalthy tant
af mmnd. Ih gives evîdenceofa ifa ml and
un-Christliko spirit. It shows that tho
thaught is fastenod on self, the mastIimport-
ant personago lnaail tht univrso ; and this
potted darllng some ont ha. had the temer-
kvy, the impudence, ta nunît or sligbt 1
Shal it nat b. promptly rosentod ?

Y.., by tht baol, by hlm vho 11km. ta be
cantinually la bot water. Let hlm nurse his
Injuries, and cane sedulonsly for hi. dignity,
and makre bath hlmself and ail araund him
as uncomiortable as passible. Ho wll find
no end ai occasions If ho Is on tht lookout for
them ; and there viii b. no getting along
with hlm la any sort ai poace. At the mout
unoxpected moment ho ha. taken montaI
ombrage at samething dont or said wlth tht
otmast innocence. Na excuse suffices; ht
Is alienated farevor ; and la tht course ai a
few Vears ho has managod ta got id ai
about ail wha tiod, lu vain, ta show hlm
friondubip. Ht ha. become ptrfectly cer-
tain that evenybody lu againut hlm.

Surtly thore i. a botter wav, even the
way ai lave. Ho who lu fula lve vilI set
thingsu ndlsturbed by tht blindlng mistu ai
soîflubatus which steam up inom corruption
within. Ht wlll behold realitiesl, nat ap-
pearances ; facîs, nat landies. Ho will havt
tender pity for tht iaillngs and voakntssos
ai othons. He wlll be full ai sncb genial
klndlntsu that no amaunt ofi ll-bebavior can
m-ako hlm cross. Ho viii have so mach
af uweetneus la hlm that circumstances can-
nai saur hlm. Lave i. a littie child. Lave
lives la sunubino. Love helieves ail things.
that make for ptace, hIo gnorant and Incrmd.
nonus rgardlng cvii, dolights ta humble
itseIbciofre others and porefer them la honar.

PRÂCTICAL SENSE.

The quality vbich make. largelv fan suc-
cous la tht minisîry i. that whlch, for lack
ai a better term, ve caîl tht practical stase-
tht abillîy ta apprehend tht situation, ta
know men, and ta judgo vhether a proposi-
tion before a local ar tht genoral Churcb lu
dtsirable and feasible or vlslonary and im-
practicablo. Itii. pîtiful ta ueo goo~l and
able ministru lau, again and again, Mt jut
this point. 111Whaî ails hlm ?" ve necentWV
heard ont minuster ask ai anotber canceru-
ing a man vba vau knovn ta b. a billiant
proacher, but vha va. nover vanted for a
secand pastorate vithia tbe bounds ai tht
same conférence, and the anuven vas au
quickiy made : I"Why, ho has no practical
stase."q Such ministers have a decided pre-
possession fan nev scbtms ; they vould ne-
form andImprove the Chunch ait vtry point,
and have la mind just tht plans ta makre il
possible. The Churcb ta lhem I. a sort af
military arganization vhase business it i. ta
hear tht yard ai comman d and ta promptly
obey. Tht simple fact i. nevmr learned
that tht Church i. an association ai tht dis-
ciples ai Christ vbo can be infi itenced only
by that vbich appeais iavorably ta Inttlli-
gt and conscientiaus judgment. A lead-
ing question vhich tht man ai practîcal
senut put. toalal propositions that are pro-
smaîed ta tht Church lu ibis : IIWill it
vonk ?" Dr. Leightan Parks, ln vniting ne-
ctntly of Phillips Brooks, slnongly enfonces
aur thought. Ht doclares: IlIt vas ofton
said before his election to tht opiscapate
that he vas nat a man ai affains. But ail
men kaev betten vha kuev hlm at ail.
Whon ho dmalt witb aflairu he vas so prac-
tical that you vould have tbought he had
beta bned la a counîing bouse. Ht vas
Impatient ai vague theonies. ' Wil h vonk ?'
he had a samewhat disconcertlng vay of
asking. Whea ve vert havlng ont ai the«
mild formu of eccleulasîlcal grip same years
ago, and it vas urged that the parl.h systom
vas a failure and that tht bishop sbauld ap-
point ail minuster. and pay thein salaries out
af a cammon fund, ho sald: 1'Weil, Ihal lu
a fine ucheme. Suppose tht blshop [Pad-
dack] sent me ta Acton or Ware, and ibe
people .aid, I'We dan't like hlm," and
vould not came ta Chorcb non pay, vhat
thon ? 1 îhink the lutile Paddocks vould go
vithout shots ibis vinter.'"l' Insttking,
thertiore, for tht qualitie. ntedtd in ordof
ta lasure success la tht mlnistry, tht fact
sbould nat be overlooked that tht passes.-
Ian afipracîlcal stase i. ai suprome valut aud
Importance.-Zios's Heraid.

HOLINESS 1iNDICA TIONS.

Great trlumphu ai grace viii fit us faf
continued, onlarged and daily growth. Ho«
shah vt kuov that vo are advanclng la thé
strengtb ai grace, and vhaî may vo roll,
upon as evidonceofa grovlh la grace ? SOO0
ai tbm follovlng Indications maybho unggef
tive

i. Increasiag distaste io ail sin.
2. Greaier love for aur fellov men.
3. Paver ta resisitompiation.
4. Enlarged knovledge ai the Word Of

God, and qulckeaing spiritual disctrmeflt

5. Patience la tribulation.


