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ai crime forbids complacent indulgence in apti-mlisticdreamns. Itill notgo out of existence witb a
wavc of the banti. There arc few prisons without
inmates, anti the gallows even doos flot abolish
murder. It wvaulti bc bardering on folly on the
other handt t conclude that a criminal lueé is the
unalterable normal condition of an appreciable per
centage of the population. H-cretiity nowadays
gets the blame. of many tbings, but it is not answer-
able for ail that s amputeti to it. Without dis-
puting clcarly asccrtaineti tacts, or even impugning
plausibte theortes buiît thecrcon, there is nothing
compclliig- cv.!n a vicously inclinct irdividuai to
lcad a crimanal lie. The door of reputable
citii.cnship stands open for ail if they would only
will to enter.

In ail civli.cd cauntries the barbarities inflicteti
on dcfenceks.-s crimitials have become wvell nagil

impossible, thougb it shoulti not bc overlooketi
that there arc latent reartionary tendoccies against
wvhich it is îvell to guarti. One bias only ta think
of the disposition of criminai matters in Russia to
sec boîv thc relapse into barbarism is possible.
Individual officiais may lack the proper clements
ncccssary to, right modes of treating crimanals, anti
occzsional lîarsbness anti even crulty may bc
inflicteti. rbe tendency however is in the opposite
direction. To many it scems the reverse ai is-
dom to make pets af criminais ant ilati them to
suppose that they arc special abjects nf picturesque
intcrest ta vll.mcaning but wcak sentimcntalists.
It is also an eccnomic ristake ta make it appear
that an individual wvho lias bccn pursuing a vk.ous
career s descrving ai more attention anti encourage-
ment than the honest andi industrious poor. It is
possible that there are people vho glowv with sym.
pathetic feeling at the contemplation ofetbe înmates
ai prison celîs, wvho have no upbraidings ai con-
science in patronizing traders 'vho pay wages on
wvich it is impossible ta maintain a decent anti
honcst existence. There may be such a course as
attempting ta drain the lake af criminality, îvhile
the river that feetis it is leit ta flowv in its natuial
course.

Thoughtiul anti intelligent prisoit refarmers.
mast aif hom are Christian as wvcll as hu-nane peo-
ple, understandthte nature anti purpose of r-nal dis-
cipline. Tbey knaw tbat punishment ta bc saluitary
must cease tc be vindictive. In the infliction af
punishmcnt on an offentier it must bc ';lear beyonti
mistake that it is just anti not vcnge.i.l. Puaish-
ment there ought ta be. Wrong tione alwvays pro-
duces suffcring, anti the wrang-doer ougbt ta suifer
anti bc matie to untierstand that justice tiemiantis
that bie must atone for the wrong cither by restitu-
tion or -ufféring. lIn the juticial inflictioji ai punish-
ment many tlîîngs bave ta be taken into account,
such as the nature ai the crime, the training anti
character ai the offender, anti how best the interests
of society are ta be serveti. Hati anti fast laws
cannat alwvays bc applieti in strict iiterality, some-
tbing must bc left ta judicial discretian, yet that
may be subject more or less ta individual peculiar-
aies. One jutige may have a special borror of a
partacular c.ass of crames, and feel dasposeti to
punish otenders prove i gui lty ai their commission
witlî unmîitigated severaîy, while another mîght
regard that particular form i o criminality as com-
paratively venial. anti suifer the guilty ta escape
witb a nominal sentence.

Another fundamental conception in dealing with
criminals is that their treatment shoulti conduce
ta reformatian. Prisan-gate missions are atimirably
conceiveti, anti in practice have been productive ai
incalculable gooc Ail right-thinking peaple would
like ta sec a prisoner rescueti fromn criminal ways
anti encouragedt t became a reputable anti indus-
triaus citizen. It is cruel anti unjust ta regard with
tiistrust anti s"spicion anc who bias expiatet i z;.
crime, so Far as the law requires. By such treat-
ment bis return ta a virtuous lufe is matie unneces-
sarily bard anti difficuit. Even the mast bartienct
anti hopeless criminals bave not become sucb al
at once. It bas been by degrees that they bave bc-
corne the sworaî focs ai society, anti nat a few have
become sa by the treatment they have receiveti at
the hantis ai those wha aught ta, have known better.

The meetings helti in Toronto last week in the
interests ai prison reforn show that enlighteneti anti
humane views in relation ta the tieat'nent ai the
criminal classes are being better unti rstood. A
number of thase wbose connection with penal anti
rcformatary institutions, anti whose acquaintance
with social anti ecanomic questions in their moral
bearing entitie their opinions ta respect, took a leati-
ing part in the Conférence. The extension of tht
industrial schoal system, the proper gradation of
prisoners while serving ternis, the formation of -in-
dustrial training farms, the separation ai juvenile

MHE CANADA PRFSJPVT'LKiAl'.

offenders froni the socicty of vcterans in i rînc w
giry in hir shamc, industrial schoois for girlq.

thlle lkcping of young men in a special prisoi, anti
the provision for adequate accommodation of pau-
pcrs and insane in institutions, other than thr
common prison, form a toicrably extensive liçt of
reforms urgcntly nceded. hIrcfcrcncc to most of
thcm there are but slighit differences or opinion,
and most people would rejoice tc sec practical effort
matie to bring thcm about. .Xpart cven from thic
highcst ccjnsiderations, àt wouiJ bc .ttcndcd ,ithi
danger tu bc indifilcrent oDr ncglectful of thr -rîmî
nal element to bc founti in ail communities. The
radical cure of criminality is the grace of Goti. Not
a fcw of those most promincnt in the work of
prison rcform arc imbueti with the Spirit of iIim
who regards the sigh of the prisonci andi who cainc
ta open thc prison doors to thcrrn that are bound
The proplîit prctiicts a time wvhcn the people qbalI
bc ail rightcous, so that thc uaimatecctinctian of
crime is not a visionary dream.

THE M'A L MISSIONV.

LT is not without significance that the McAII
Mission should have been commenceti and

maintaincti with uninterrupteti effort in Paris and
in many parts of France. That mission is a vcry
striking testimony to the powcr of the, Gos;pel in
our own time The well-worn cry that the creds
of Chriqtentiam and the influence of the Clhtircheq
are waning forces flndç distinct rerutatinn in
thc work that has been accomplishiet by this earn.
est but unprctcntious mission iin France The in-
ception of tbc mission was providential. Mr. Mc-
Ail, a hiigl'ly-csteemcd Congrcgational minister in
Manchester, *ook bis customary holiday in Paris,
not long after the horrors anti privations of the
siege of thic gay capital. anti the stili more awvful
horrors of the Commune hati s;prcad their desolation
over the city. He hati provideti himself with a
supply of Gospcl tracts and visiteti thc least likely
and uninvîting quarters of the French metropolis,
whcre be found an uncxpccted willingness ta re-
ceive the simple missives anti to listen to the kintily
anti sympathetie ords be spoke ta the people he
met. Here wvas a great opportunity, and hew~as flot
slow to embrace it. Mc founti the peoplew~ho had
been dazzlcti andi ',uded by the splendid mockery
of the Second Empire, and wvaried and heart-sick,
with the wilti raviags of anarchic leaders rcady to
listen - t attentive car to the good news wvhicb
the Gobpel brings ta tbe eary andi heavy lader.
Mr. McAII faltered not, bu* vas obedient to the
heavenly vision. He resigneti bis comfortable and
encauraging English charge anti madle bis home
among the people it wvas henceforth bis mission to
benefit. From that time to the present he has pur-
sueti with unwearieti fitielity the task he then un-
dertook. Mis methotis were wisely adapteti to the
circumstancç of the people, and from the beginning
there bas been steady and cxpanding progrerq The
littie one bas becomne a thousanti. The outlook is
more encouraging and pramising thian ever, anti
great things are bopeti for fram the McAiI Mi-qsion
in Franze.

The wvork is pushiet forwvard to the utmost limit
the resources placeti at his disposai at present war-
rant, anti were the liberaiity of' Chrstian people
commensurate with the present opportumities of the
expansion af tbe mission, a rnighty work coulti be
done. There are now about one hundreti anti forty
mission stations, anti ne"' forms of activity have
been adopteti in tbe providing of a mission boat
anti a floatîng chapel. One wbo for a number of
years wvas connecteti witb the McAII Mission sa; s of

it 'The time will comne when the converts af the
McAIl Mission will be numerous enougb ta make
a real impression not merely on the Christian
Churches of France, but on the general public, yed,
even on the worid itself. There is, perlittps, no
country wbere denomînational feeling bas given
place ta missionary enterpriSe sa completely as in
France, tbrough the McAlI vork." Some may be
tiisposed to think that this is toa sanguine an esti-
mate of the prospective power anti influence of this
evangelical agency,. Others wvbo have followeti its
record carefully will accept the statement as fuily
warranteti by the experiences af the past. There
are several Canadian auxiliaries, but these inaght be
greatly rnuîtiplied and stili greater tbîngs would re-
suit. The venerable founder of the Mission says:
f«Hati 1 five huncired w~orkers anti $soao, I coulti
effectively place evcry worker ant ijudiciousiy ex-
pend ever-y dollar wthin six montb s." The McAII
Mission can be safely trusteti with ail that generous
contributors can offer.

Tisli/ristraied dVews o,f h IV-Ild. in ceiev number, in sd.
taon to cnteresing contributions by eminent literiy men, prescuis
matny admitable illustrations. Lit weeks issue prescrits à large.
finely cngraved separate porrait of Lord DulTea-n, foimetly Unovernor-
(,encraa oft tanada. There l itase the fîrstinasi.alment cf Mark
T%. ,an s ncw wok, Il The Tuamp Abroad Again.

MiA.-,1AMISDicKt'., wb was always known as the lavourit
caUgtblet ai t.bArIeî Dicekens, bassurinent foi thethLraîtmas nuenc,ct
ut 7ýÉr- Leie Home 7is-nai, bc& ffusi story. lu s a sens ,gbust

dse J lht jinsea,. ul an aid Englisb manor. Miss Dirker.s uni)
piece J la'erary w .rk rrevious te ibis %tory was the rl'-ing ai hbru
father leiteri (ni- pubicatînnu;lie is "sid to poecss true literai-y
talent

Ame4n theib vatied tetures of the Double Thanhsgiving ?Jun.ber
ni T4ée veuf Pi' coppg: i. must nt band. we rOnict he followingz
go«'ulsunies: ' Chip snd Nag,' by Ratherine L:- Dates : -Fit.
fin'. Thanksîvicng," by Mels. 1l. G. Rowe ; IlDelîats Notion,"

1 n lseaagerent Iurkcy -, -'John Macruide, -by Ldward W.
Ihumacti, Iormerly oi Toronto. <ther articles aie. ' A flotta-
l'urctin,* i"astraîed j «'On the 1North Se& lBanks, by James Ranci

man ;'I Holiday Recreations *' ;sad a stirring poem by Hezekiah
liutterwortb, I"The Flag tbst the Emigrants Checered." The Chil
dren's Page bas a Thanksgiving Menu for Uitile folks.

LiTÎSLa. s Liua<u AoL <(Boston . Litteîl & Co.-Thrs stan-
dard petindical, founded in 1844, bas nearly reached its jubilce. lis
success is as remaîlcable as is sge. A wcekly magarine, it givcs
river thi-ce sud a quarter thausand large and wellilled pages o! read.
ing matter-frmasg four large volures-cery vent. lis frequeni
issue and ample space enable lt ta present with freshness snd coin-
pletencu the ablesi essayi, reviews snd crtcismas, the choicesi
z.oriea, the most interesting sketches of ravei sud dascoveey, tht
best puetty, and the malt valuable biographical, hisiorîcal, scien
tihic, snd pulitirai inomaion tuantthe entîre body ai foreigu peruion.
cal liteeaute, sud firn tht pens of the mail eminent living wtaters.
As the anly satisfsctoraly camp:ete compilation of the best carrent
literature, it is inviluable in these busy times. It easily enables its
teaders ta keep abi-est witb the literary sud scientifuc pragresa of tht
sge sud with the work of the foremosi wriîers of thetimre.

WIaTIt the December number af the Presb.yferian Re&e'd oui-
estecmed fieud, James Croil, who bas so ably andi conscientiauslv
edited that mail uselul mauîhly for the last sixteen )cars, in a main.
uet ai deep feeling says bist arewell words sud lays down bis editorial
peu. There as no suspicion of flattery in saying that MNr. L.roil has
filled the impartant aud responsable position of editor af the denam
inational manthly in such s manuer as ta gain the confidence and!
esteem aof bis wade cirdle af tenders, aud of ail who are auîeresîeil an
tht weliare af the Church. He bas been heart sud soil in sympatby
waîh its besi warlc, The Rev. E. Seatt who succeeda hlm, is ne
novice iu tht worlc an wbacbh e now entters. He brings wîth hum P

number ut excellent qualifications, aud il may bc confidently aici
pated tirat under bis guiding baud tht Reord triai mainiain its pasi
lion of usefaîncis uuîmpaared. Several impiove-'neuts ait: in contem

p1aIior. 'Ne exiend cordial greetingsansd wcll-wishcs for tht succest
of the new edîtor of tht Reiod.

Tti ATLAN-TIC MONTîLV. (Boston: H oughtoa, Mifilîn & Co.)
1Ib ie taond part of !%r. James' '-Chaperon 'apens the .-ffaprfz.

.Sint/i>'y fut December. T4%si s foilosved by a paper (In bc thet uni
of a senit cf sUch articles) anuIljoseph Severu and Ilias Correspoud
ents." Tht most iuteeesting letter of tht seeles tsittrmJonRukin,
uiving bis firit imipressions cf Venice. Miss Ilarr4et WVte.à Prets
ion and Miss Louise Dodge have a pap-r ou Il A Tuich Bearer."
There is a short stury cflitalian flet by liarriet Lewis Bradley ;Pr-o
fessai- A. V. G. Allen writes o "Tht Trans: ';on of New England
Theolngy," a paper which is based an tht teachings cf Dr. Hop-
kins ; and Mi. Lafcadio Hezrn continues bis Japanese sketches in a
puper on ' Tht Most Ançacnt blhunt of Japan. -- Miss Repplier bas
a papeteou " The Aiaises cf Var.- Thtretas a paper by lPrulessur
Carles iH. Moore, of Cambridge. un- Tht ilodern Art of Paint

ing in 1 rance," sud a must valuable tssay ou " Richard Third," Ly
the laite James Rossell Lowell, an essay whîchbhas never befure been
prinuecd "Ametican Cbaracîers iu Germait Fiction," *1Receut
Dante Literature'." three sonnets on London and Oxford, and tht
Revitws cloie tht number. Tht editar announces for- tht janu-ry
number tbe beginang of a striai etiled I Don Orsino," by F. Mai-
ion Crawfard, and su article by Henry James on- Lotrelî's Loulon
Lite."

Tuer HOMîîLETîî REi. (New York - Funk & Wzgna.a;
Torontoa: 38 Bay tree.)-Wath teDecember nuinber, the twenty.
second volume of thtelloiiiletic Review cames ta its close. lis~ lear!.
iug article is tht second cf Professer Wilkinsou's paper on Bersi-r.
sud is devoted te the illustration cf his pecu. power as a sermon,-
izer. Drc. C. B. Huîbet t ollows wtbs a reful applica-aon cf
Biblic.al tests ta receri daims, tapecially treatîug cf tht Cbrîstian
cûunciousntssand tht calent ai tht cou.essious tIsat may bc made tu
tht Jemandi a! mode-m theologians concerning it. Pelasr T. W.
Hunt, cf Princeton, trats of tht character ai William Caxton. tht
famaus aid Euglîsb printer and trsnslgtor. Professor Chales E.
Knox, D.D., contributes the third o! bis papiers ou -Biblicai
Homiletics," answering the question, Il'To What Extent Cao tht
Scnpîures be Used ? " and layiug emphasis upon thet wo principles
cf Development aud Adaptation as demanded lu tht preacher's use
of îbem. Dr. E. G. Robinson, ex-Presadent cf Brown'tUiversty.
closes the Review Sectiop. witb a pape on the practical subiec of
"Training Men to Preach." Tht Serrsouic Section is unosually
rîch in matrial. Dr. McLaren's sermon ou IlElijab's Translation
sud Elishas Deatb.Bed," is wonderfully suggestive. Amortir otbcr
praminent coutributors are Dis. Morgan Dix, Canon O'Mtsre,
Michael Burobams sud J. M. Ludlow. Iu tht Miscellaneous Section,
Rev. Peer#Roberîson, of Cincinnati, bas 'i timely and beiptol
article on "'Tht Gap Beisseen tht Poor and tht Churches-Can i
be Closed ?" Thet aier dtpaxtments have tbeir customary attrac
tiveness. Dr. Stuckeuberg, lu tht European Departirent, is interest-
ing as ever. "Living Issues "' discus=e tht subject of "lTht Cosset.
ang ut Critninals." presenîacg soine statisties sud tacts warîby af

serinas consideration.


