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T UiE lutter oi Rev. Dr. jenikins, as Mo.
deritor of the Gencral Assenmbly,

directs special attention to thc subjcct ai
Family Worship. Il is a word lin season. It
is ail te more reticlered ticcessitry by the
conclusion arilig front te reports inaide b>'
thc Asscrnbly's comtmittc upon the mtate of re-
ligion, tat "in Soute of. O.i.,a ur Chutrcit,
Christian worsitip and religiouis instruction
arc whollii egccdc , whilc inu alier famlmes,
these duties, titaugît tcy reccitec recognition,
arc irregulati>' and inefrtciently discltarged.
Il is sureiy unbecoming in imenibers and ad-
herentS of thte l>resbytcrian Clitrcît ta bc
rcmiss or carcless about a well-utiderstoad and
gencraîll' acknon'lcdgcd duty. The>' are tlat
truc ta thte traditions of tîteir Clturcli, if lthe>
do snot maintain the higilly prized exercises of
family devotion. In niati instances tise'
must bc conscious tît tlîey are %%.andering
tram thte cxantpics ai tlt'-&[ 1partents, %V11
soughî ta fil tlieir haomes wvith thte odors ai
the saints. On the part ai tîtuse %vo ert:
brougtt up lit the aId country, %vherc fitmiiy
worsiîp Itas alivays been wa.rrnl>' cosntcded
and tcld ta bc te founidat ios, ai national
prasperity, it is ta Say' thte Icast, almost un-
patriatic ta let mie fire on the domestit. altar
thus die out, and htave nottiîtg in its place
but *he chaos ai asites and darkncss.

At lte sanie tiîne, it is pleasa:tt ta know
that titis mattcr s flot a.tugctitur igrtured.
Ou lte couîrary, tere arc manty faniihies in
whicit ttc reading ai God's %word and ttc
offering up ai prayer are daily rcndtecd.
Ttc parents have deliberatcly entered inta
covenant, and have ir.scribed on tîteir banttîr
thc words of Jostua, "As for me and niy
house, we uvill serve the Lord." Thc>y dclight,
in company witt their childrcn, ta wuait at ttc
fooîstool af lte titrone. Their reading ai
God's word is regular, intelligent, and devout.
It is titeir deiigit la open ttc hallowcd Book
and receive front ils pages thc hiddcn manna
of the divine truth. Witit aIl titat may bc
said about grauping subjecîs, abolit Bible
readings, or about special lessons, wue do nal
believe in giving up ttc oid-fasliioued metitod
ai rcading the Scripturcs from bcginning ta
end; if practicable in the marning, a chapter
fromt tte Old Testament, and ttc cvcning
anc f rom lte New. But there is nothing ta
hinder Bible readings when titere is lime for
them. Wc arc accustomed to speak ai these,
as if titcy werc sometiting new and original in
te Churcli. Ttcy are as old as Christianity

itself, for we read ai thc Bereans that these
were mare unoble titan the Chnstians ai Thes-
salonica, " in that thcy receivcd thc word
with ail readincss ai mind, and scarched the
scriptures daily, whethcr those things were

sa." A r'rning orcvcning B.ible rcading on
Sitobath would bc a dciigiîtfül famity cxercise.
The child just lcarning ta spcak iiiiglit bc
tatight to recite an npp-opritc verse, while
te mare advttmced children along witih the

parents could rend aloud te j. 'rtmonMr thcy
have s;clcctcd as auitably bearing upon the
subjcct. At te samc iimci, it shouid bc re-
iiuelibert:d titat the Bible is a hi3tory. It
.-ho'jld, thc-ecforc, bc reud ini books and chap.

213. As the graduai unfolding of the mmid
of God t a nî, tlîerc is no part ofi t to bc
overlookced. Used lit this way, it will ofter
speak as î4,itli the uiuthority ai Gad ta claild-
ren upon subjects af a dlicatc, but nîcmen-
tous nature. Tihis is a valuablec n'd gained
by regulair consecuitive reading ç%I the word
af God, for wc have no faith ini that false
niodesty îîhiclî sayç luec are porions of the
Bible whiichi cîgl flot ta bec rend in thc family
or ii the Clturch. As tce revelation of God's
wvill, the whoe is Io bc rend, and tat public-
ly, in order ta craphasize te terrible hein.
ausness of particular sins li the sighit of God.
ht cives parents in opportunity af solcminly
i:npressing their chladren with the cvil,3 by
%îýiîich they arc surroundcd in the %vorld.

Family worship is mscintial ta a wcll or-
dered house. WVhere it ks fot tnaintained, or
whcIirc it is abserved partially and irrcgularly,
there are îwcj cl.2sses ai consequences that
inay bc noted. Fîrst, there is the want ai
reverence for the Bhible, there is thc neglect af
prayer, there is consequent ignorance ai Gid*s
lawt, therc is the mental, moral, and spirituial
degradation which is sure ta follaw. Mhen
again, wc îî'iii aiways observe in the family
that ha.; no altar such results as these : want
ai parental authorityor dcspotismt taking its
place, a non-obedient spirit showing itselfin
the children, or a slavish fear conscquent
upon parental lyranny; te use oi irreverent
wvords, wvorldly conversation, and irrcgularity
in dtc household economny. This niust bc so,
Miten wc consider ihe natural cifects af a
fatîter, pricst-like, boîvang in prayer befcve
God, af lte B3ible bcing honaurcd witli a
promilent place, ai the Sabbath consequent-
ly caming in for more than a double share oi
rcligious exerc13es. There is a fit hcavcnly
atmaospherc ii such a household. The
bread of lueé is honourcd above lthe bread that
perishies. The whiole houschold seems ta bc
a living embodiment af thte principle, IlSeek
yc first the kingdom ai God and His right-
eausness, and ail these shail be added unto
ta you." First God, then mnan ; first hua-
yen, titen ca lai ; first the garment of
righteausness, then thc bodily cavering ;
first brcad for thc soul, then bread for the
body;- first living water, then the watcr to
cool te tongue--that is the divinely ap-
pointed order, and that, carricd out from the
domestic altar ta, thc evety-day life and cafl-
ing, ivili wondcrfully affect the entire mem-
bcrship, of the househoid. Rcgularity of
habit, ccanomy and industty will in gencral
m.rk: the homes of conscientious Christians.

Therc is onc thing which wc cannai but
regret in connection with titis subject, and
that is, the neglect of the sangs af ZMon as an
element in Family Worship. The general
practice is to observe the two parts of prayer

and teading, ",ut siniging Is overlookcd. Nor
is titis conincd to tiiose wlto do flot .sing.
B3ut It is seenl ii familles wlîo arc iîatuially
giited lit the musical line, and whosc chuld-
ren are bcing cducaïced to sing and play nt
great cast an-d pains. I-low cxquisitc il is '.,

sec thr devout father judiciously sclectir.,- .-
psalmt or hymn, and giving Il out by tisi.,g
the tinte hanoured formula, Il Let us warfllip,
God 1" _ _ _ _ _

I3RSKINE dURCfI, MONTILIL.

T iHIS congregation lias long cnjoycd an
enviable reputation as ta tlic iibcrality

af ils members, espclly lit con.. --:aon ivitît
thte great mission schcmes ar th,: Cîturcli.

Rccntly il tas taken a Ilnctv dcpartus'e
and adoptcd a systcmn of cîturcît finance
wthich is worthy ai carcful consideration b
lthe office-bearers ai all aur cîturches. PQwi
refis, special collections, and t-'-.n tc, some
extent the ordinary Sabbath -ollclions amc
donc away with, and in thecir room is substi-
tutcd a systemt îtcreby the trouble anud an-
noyance af collecting rents and missionary
maonies is saved, and contributions obtainied,
witltout personal solicitation or undue press-
urcaf any kind.

Iu the beginuiing ai Occeniber, aiter the
adoption ai the sysîemn at -a congregationai
ineeting, blank scd' v erc placed in lthe
pews of thc church with tuec request that
inembers anid aditerents %vould fili titen up
and put tltei in the collection plate the n'ýxt
Sabbaf: Tite followinig is a copy of thc
scltedule:

WEJLY oFYti?40,in xI1KI.H5 ColuRitil.
lame of cositibutor ......... .......... ..........
Adtlres-»................... .....................
Pew No. Stings occuiiicJ.,
Total amount or oteing pcr meek $ .....
Vit.. for ordinar>. ekpenditure ï$ »*......

'Uisionaty and Iicneioleiii objc:s. ~....... ..

N.It.-Should an y contrilbutor dc-sirc to a pportion the

amuunt îi:ey intenultv.ng for Mussauavy and llenevolent
objfflticy may db u by nearking the saine upjm.%ste any one
or miure of the oLbi.cts noted below, ail of vituh aie intud.
cdl under titis licading; but ail not sa, idicaied wlil bc divid-
cd in the usual marines by vote at the Annuat blstao:saiy
Mletting.

hlome Missions. Widow-s'andOoehans'Fund.
Foreign Missions. Aussembty and synod Futd.
coieg City Missions.

Riecords.
Frencht rana îan Missionary Sabbath Seitooks

Snd-ely. Juvenile Missions.

Thus before te end of Decentbcr cach con-
tributor pledged itimsclf ta give during tte
cnsuing ycar a certain sum rveekly for aIl pur-
poses, including congregational as well as
mission.ary-objccts. Prior ta the first Sabbath
in January ever subscribcr received a large
envelope cantaining tîtirteen .4malcr en-
velopes, dated januar' 5th, january 12th,
january igtt, and so on ta the end of lte
quarter. Besides the dates, the envelopes
have printcd upon ttcm a number carres-
ponding ta the contributor's number iit the
Church Treasurers bocks. Every Sabbath
thc cuvelope af ltat date, cantaining the
amount piedgcd, is put intolite collection
plate. If a contributor, from any cause, bas
been absent sonie Sabbath, the envelopes tell
their own sto>1. The ones not uscd arc fil!.
cd and togtfher with the envelope for the day
putintothe plate. W arc glad to lcarn thai
the sehleme bas thus far proved most success-
fi in Erskine Churcit. The total amount
plcdgcd isconsiderably in excess of the total


