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GOl) ALIN A ALI. t
Gtactous, ll.wise, eternal God,
Source of ail ight, fouti ail good.
Rerc, before Thy tione we bow;
Dý.pce:1dcnt w, almighty Thou.

Shed framn that living fouit Tby light,
Shine on out sous, dispel out night;
WC Own tby power, wc wait Tiy anod,
God over ail, -11-present God.

lJnsccn the patb, untricd the way,
Thy wisdom is our strcngth, out stay,
Our rock Tlîy love, out hope Thy word,
Life o nitr lif, out sovercign Tlrd.

Spirit of grace, Thy will reveal,
Our souls transformn, our sonship seil
WVc scek Thy face, on Thcc we cali,
Our Gofi, aut stiength, ourjY, Our .1il.

Pe.S . Snith, D.D. 1
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THE WlFE 'S DO 1 R Y.t

13V Rtv. 1. A. R. DICKSON, B.D.

Whoso findeth a wile findetb a good thing and obtaineth
favour of the Lord." This voices the experience af the ancient
Hebrews, whose lite lay for the most part in the opern suit-
shine af God's love and grace. It is but another version af
the statemnent nmade t,ooo years before: Itlis not good tbat the
man shauld be ane." God's favour was declared in the
accompanying statement of purpose : 111 wil makte hir an
belpmeet for him."

In getting a wif, a man rnay get mucb more or much less
than be expects. She may be dowered with excellencies that
he bas flot discovered, or she may be dowered with question-
able qualities which do flot stand forth in the light. Does flot
the socalled 'llottery 'lof marriage lie here ? Perhaps it is
flot easy always ta scrutinize the abject af affection so dispas-
sionately as ta mark the particular graces af the character in
their quantum and balance. It is toa truc tbat love is blindy
especially ta qualities that would mar tbe perfection af the
abject were it looked at witb other eyes. But when the step
is taken, the relation entered into is "for better or for warse,
for richer or poorer, tili deatb us do part." No conse-jointed
divorce laws obtain bere ta encourage separations and ruina-
tions, on the ground of slight and often unwarthy prettxts.
Each couple must make the bcst they can out of tbeir bargain.
They must accept the position wth ail ils educative and dis-
ciplinary forces. It was excellent advice that was given ta ber
son, by Lady Colquboun, af Rossdbu, "I n the choice of a
wife, seek for ane who loves and fears God, and 1 will venture
ta assure you of happiness with ber. Such a anc in your own
rank itnway be more dificuit ta find; but among the familles
af the piaus it is far from impossible."

Wbere Cbristian principle is, a security is given for purity,
pence and prosperity. But wbcre it is not, the opposite
may confidently be expected. ýVas it flot tbis fact tbat led
Abraham ta exercise sucb care in the choice af a wife for
Isaac? He would flot bave him joined ta a Canaanite, lest the
Canaanites' curse sbould rest an im. He would bave :im
united ta a daughter of a godly people, wbo would be a blessing
ta him al the days ai is lite.

Jobn Bunyan tells us of tbe fortune that came ta bim with
bis wife, witb as mucb pride as tbougb she badl bad millions
of gold. And wbat she badl, and wbat she was, were ta him
of infinitely more varue than ail tbe gold that ever was coined.
She was af a godly secd, and ber fatber's lite overshadowcd ber
witb its sacred and saving influence. And that feil on Jahn
Bunyan with the bcst results. Ht tels us in bis "Grace
Abounding " this exceedinglvlinteresting experience Il"Pre-
sently, ater this, 1 changed my condition into a married state,
and my mercy was ta ligbt upon a wife wbose father and
mother were counted godly. This woman and 1, tbough we
came together as poor as poor might be (flot baving s0 much
housebold stuf as a dish or a spoon betwixt us bath) yet this
sbc bad for ber part, "lThe Plain Man's Patbway ta, Heaven,"
and Il The Practice af Picty," which ber father bail leit ber
when be died. In tbese two books 1 sometimes read, wbcrein
1 found some tbings that were somewbat plcasing ta me (but
ail tbis wilc 1 met wvitb fna conviction). She also oten wauld
tell me wVhat a godly man ber fatber was, and how lie would
reprove and correct vice, bath in bis bouse ar.d among bis
fltighbours ; and wbat a strict and boly lite be lived in is
days bath ini word and decd. Xherefore these books, though
tbey did flot rencb my beart ta awaken it about my sad and
sinful state, yet tbey did beget in me some desires ta reform
my viciaus lite, and faîl in very eagcrly witb tht religion ai the
tinmes.'

Two good books and a wife ai a godly stock, with a beart
attuned ta a godly lite is fia small dowry. "lA prudent wife is
tram the Lord." An intelligent reading ai tht "Grace
Abounding " will show that these were the gift ai God ta John
Bunyan, and tht sccd of ail tbe harvests ai good bc afterwards
reaped, and alsa ai ail tht good succeeding generations bave
got tbraugb him.

Pbilip Henry, when settled at Wortbenbury, conceived an
attachment ta Miss Mattbcws, daughter ai Mr. Daniel Mat-
tbews, ai Proad étakt, in thetotwnship Isco3fd, in Flantsbirc.
Catherine was Mr. Mattbews' only child, and many fair and
honourable overtures had been previously made for ber
disposai in marriage, but tbey wert tiot ertertained.
And so ste wa.. rcscrved ta be a bîessini; ta 'r. Henry, ai
wbom tis pleasant traditionary anecdote is told . IlAter Mr.
Henry, who bad came ta Wartbenbury a stranger, bad been
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in the ctuuntry for sorte time, bis attachment ta Miss Ma tthews
becamne manifest ; and it was reciprocated by ber. Among the
abjections urgcd by ber fricnds -gainst the connection wras
this, tbat altbaugh Mr. Henry was a gentleman and a scholar,
and an ex\cellent preachor, bie was quite a stranger, and tbey did
flot even know wbcre bc came tram. "lTruc," replied Miss
Matthtws, "lbut 1 know where he is gaing and 1 shouild like
ta go îvitb bim." Is tbat flot simply grand 1 Aftcr al], the
dawry a wo:nan brings ta a mati is an intelligent mi, a lov-
'Ing beart; a strang wilI for the right, and regard ta the will ai
God, is mare than aIl the dower she can carry in ber band.
Rubies and dianiands and titts ta estates are not ta bc com-
parcd ta tbem. These may be test or perish but thase are im-
perishable. Good character must al.says rank bigher tbrn
externat gaods and possessions. Noble qualities af seul are
beyond ail reckoning in silver or gold. IlWho cati find a
virtuous woman ? Hcr price is fair above rubies."

When Sir Joshua Reynolds met Flaxman, the designer,
aiter bis marriage, be said ta bim, IlSa, Flaxman, 1 amn told
Vou are manred ; if sa, sir, 1 tell yau, you are ruined for an
artist." That ivas net encouraging, but we miust bear in mind
that Sir Joshualwas a bachelor. Flaxman went straigbt hame,
sat dawn beside bis wife, took ber hand in bis, and said,
"lAnn, 1 am ruined for an atist." <IlHow se, John? Haw
bas it bnppenied, and wha bas dont it ?" I« t happened," be
replicd, "in tht cburcb, and Anti Detman bas dont it." Ht
then told ber Sir Josbua's remnark, and added, drnwing up
bis little figure ta uts full beigbt, "land I wauld bc a great art-
ist."l "lAnd a great artist you shall bel" said bis wife, l"and
visit Rame too, if that bc really necessary ta make you great,"
"lBut boe?" askcd Flaxman. Il Work and econornise,» re-
joincd bis truc and brave wvife, I will neyer bave it said that
Anti Detiman ruined Johbn Flaxman as an artist." And se it
was nrranged that the journey ta Rame was ta bc made when
their mens wauld admit. I will go ta Rame," said Flax-
man, Iland show the President that wedlock is for a man's
good rather tban bis harm ; and you, Anti, sball accompany
me."

That is an after-marriage scent, showing thte vtalth of pre-
ciaus dower there was in John Flaxman's wife. They did
work and economize, and went ta Ramne, and be became fam-
ous as ascullitor tht world aver. Sanie ai bis work is in West-
minster Abbey, and there. becomes bis awn monument as
well as that af the noble lord it keeps in memory. It is an
aId praverb, "lA mani must ask bis wife's leave te thrive."
That is truc evcryway, fltot nly in referetice ta temporal mnat-
ters, but aiso in reicrence ta spiritual and eternal concernis.
Tht wife exercises a power and wields a savereignty tbat is
indisputable. I hold that generally tht reverse ai Tennyson's
dictum is true, I"as tht busband is, tht wife is." Sbe is the
founitain ai love, she is tht bcart ai the bousehoîd, white the
busband is the bead ; and the heart rules. Is this flot acknow-
ledged in tht Old Hcbrew Scriptures in tbe prominence given
ta the wife and mother in the phrase, IlHis mother's name
was," 2 Chron. xii. 13 ; xiii. 2, etc., etc. And is flot this
emnbodied in tht statement made by Napolean the Great,
"lFrance necds nothing se much ta promote ber regeneratiati
as good mothers ?"I

Tht wife, bowever empty-banded, dowered with wisdomn
and grace, is a gift ai God for nobles and the btst. Mmnd
is better than money, and sweetness ai disposition and sub-
ection ta God than silver or gold. These Vield fruits that
gladden a man's'heart and elevate bis nature mort than -al
other treasure. They give enduririg strengtb, executive skill,
patience, gondness, and tht beauty of charity cotijoined with
meckness. They make wamnan man's good angel. Ont who
can sympathize witb bim in his work, cheer and encourage
bim in bis reverses and trials, minister ta bim in bis weak-
ness, keep bim humble and lcwly in bis successes and tri-
umnpbs, and aid him in tht accamplisbment ai tvery noble
purpose. She is the implementer ai man's nature, complet-
ing it, and malzing up what otberwise is wanting. "And tbey
twaiti shaîl be anc flcsh ; se tbcy are fia mare twain, but ant
flesb."

Dr. A. J. Gardon, at tht Centenary Conference an the
Pratestant Missians ai tht World, beld in London last sum.
mer, told this vtry inttrcsting stary ai tht famous orator.
Wcndcll Pbillips, and bis wife: "Just before Wendcll PhillipE
died 1 had a memarable conversation witb him. I knew thai
bc sacrificcd position and power and social rank and every.
thing a mati could sacrifice in going into that tlght (tht abo.
lition ai slavery), and I had tht curiasity ta want ta kno,ý
wvbat had led him inta it. Ht had an invalid wife who foi
years bad neyer left tht bouse. Just before be died 1 askec
him this question : 'Mr. Pbillips, wbat led yau ta espouse tht
cause ai the slave and stand by bim ' Said be. ' My wholt
carter is due alanete my wifé. She said ta me befare tht
tbougbt ever toucbcd my conscience: Wendelî, yaurmust takt
up the cause ai tht slave ; and 1 did at ber request, and1
fought it out because she stood bchind mre.'"l

What nobleness and grandeur ai character was that a
Mrs. Phillips 1 Her spirit, breathed fartb upon ber busband
raised him ta bis greatest elevation ; placed him on an ira
perishable pedestal around whicb admiring and thankfu
bearts will gather in e&very age. How cbristly was bis work
givîng Illiberty tath captives! Il Wbatever else bis witî
brought him, this was sometbîng that was ai tht most nvalu
able nature, a 'v'se, generc>us and pbalanthropic spirit
more preciaus than aIl .bc wealth afi md. It, once ex
prcssed, enters into other seuls and graîvs and multiplies it
self. It is imperishahie.

-Tht wiie's dowry is aîways sometbing efficient in tht lite o
the busband, a belpi or a hindrance, a cloud ar a light, a jay ai
a sorrow. Happy is be wba is blessed witb a good wft:

A perfect waman nobly planned,
To witrn, ta comni>rt, ta commnandi.

(MARCdI 20th, 1889,
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CHRIST'S INTELLECTUAL SUPERIORITY AND
A CCVRA eC Y O (JR EXAMPLE.

DY REV. JOIIN FOTIIERINGItAbM, GRENFELL, N..W. T.

It recorded that ater Cbrist's answers ta the rulers ques-
tioning His authority, àind the Sadducees trying ta reduce tht
doctrine ai the resurrectian ta an absurdity, and this Pharise
<Miatt. xxii. 35) with the consent and desire ai tht other
Pharisees gathered avaund, fia ane ont dared any mare ta
ask entangling questions. It had become manifest, not ta the
illiterate and ignorant, but ta those who heîd thcmseîves alait
as men ai learning and wisdom,, tht superioi s and teachers
ai aIl others, tlîat they werc helpless in any dispute witb the
Nazarene. Ini every instance their igarance had been ex-
posed. theïr arrogance tebuked, and theit ptidt hunmilimed.
Those who tried ta place Him at fault by tht trial caused
Him ta stand out as tht taultless Ont, and themselves as
ignorant, and worse than ignorant. There are none among
tht sons ai men wbom -we inay tnke for leaders, and by whose
naines wc may calaurselves with entire saiety. "Tht best
of men are but inen at tht best," aten wrang in tbeir judg-
ments, making mistakes in their practices, and flot always
fret tram tht pervcrting influence ai tht depraved, although
redeemed and, in measure, rectified and purified nature. We
think well ai many leaders ai reiormations, but we dare flot
speak ai tbcm ns possessed ai a lite morally, or intellectu-
ally witbaut spot or bîemisb. But af ane leader and refor-
mer ai men we bave no cause ta be alarmed, wbose work af
reformation still gots an for ail tht oppositian and hatred ta
which it is ever expased. Our Lord and Leader was holy,
harmless, undefiled. Ht could'demand ai hiis bitterest enem-
its,' IlWhich ai you convincetb me ai sin ? Ifi1 have spoken
evil, bear witness of tht evil." At His perfect purity we arc
not surprised. Ht was not dcscended " by ordinary genera-
tion." His immunity tram tht taint ai sin is explained by the
announcement : I"Tht Holy Ghost shaîl came upon tbee, and
tht power ai tht Highest shah aoversbadow thet ; therefore
alsa that holy thing which shail'oe born af thet shall be
called tht Son ai God." Adam's guilt and depravity touched
flot tht seed aithe woman.

But we coniess ta a feeling ai surprise on turning ta the
subject, that Christ was, as a mati, so fret from intellecttial
errar. There ,is no recordcd instance ai His committing an
error afjudgment, or making a mistake-a wonderful thing in
ane sa tempted and tried by tht malice and cunning ai shrew-
dest wickedness. And Ht is aur perfect example. It is
aur duty ta be like Him in aur holiness; it is also aur
duty ta be like Him in sobriety, intelligence, and accuracy ai
judgment. We do flot expect ta attain ta His perfection on
this side ai tht grave ; but we may grow and appraximate
towards it. Christ bas apprehended some ai us, in trust, flot
as crimninals, but as those given Him by tht Father, that Ht
might redeem us tram ail inîquity and e evate us in ail
excellence; and as H is will is our perfection, we shaîl be like
Him wben we see Him as Ht is.

Let us look at this pint-wt shal be like Hlm intellectu-
aIIy as well as moraly-shall be freed from errors and blun-
dering. It is common ta hear people speak ai errors ai
speech and ai action, as iitbey involved fia blame ; and many
tbink tbcy are fully justified in some evil or misiartune, which
they have dont or produced whcn tbey cati say that tbey
did not mean any harm. But we are bound flot only ta mean
no barm, but ta mean wbat is rigbt and good. If it is rigbt
for us ta '0e tboughtless, heedless,aor precipitate, we can Com-

1mit errars of speech or bcbaviour, without immorality or sin.
But ta be thoughtlesz, heedîess, precipitate is, itself, sin.
Sucb qualities show indifierence ta what is right,
and indifference ta what a is. right mare or less, is
indifference ta God's will, and therefore ta God Himself.
To be thaugbtless and btedless is ta throw off responsibility.
But we are under responsibility ta God, ta aur fellow men, ta
aur own interests. Indeed, ta be thaugbtlcss «and indifferent
is a most serious and fundamental deiormity ai cbaracter-a
deformity wbicb must result in sorrow, even as it must secure
His frown, who bas given us faculties ta use, and circum-
stances, and situations upan whicb ta use them. And it must
meet with dispîcasure tramn one's fellow men, wbo cannot be
expected ta subject themselves ta tht evils ai cannectian with
the inconsiderate ; for the inconsiderate cause them much
lass and damage ai comiort, ai time, ai good temper and
equanimity, and ai praperty. It is a shame ta be ever cam-
mitting errors ai speech and bebaviaur, as it is a shame ta be

s thougtles-and this is tht usual parent ai errors and
t blundering. If it be said, in order ta soten this rebuke, that

ail people commit errars, let it be recagnized that ini prbpar.
tian:ta tht ircquency ai tht errar is tht greatness ai tht dis-
grace. But, as a rule, such errors as we speak ai involve im-
moraity-tbty are the result ai sin; and wben ont calîs bim-

r self ta account, he is self-candemned. Christ had no reason
ta blame Himself, because Ht was always considerate and

" thougbtiul, and used intelligence and' reflection before pro-
" ceedirig ta word or deed. If anc would shelter himseli in bis

e rrors under tht plea ai ignorance, hie should remember, that
e ignorance is, itseîf, reprehensible in cannectian with-bis awn

lineand sphere ai lufe, and wbtn it is flot remaved when it
may be, it involves blame. In aur childhood we are ta be like
Christ, who grewi in wisdom as in stature, and as we advatice

fin years we are flot otiîy ta gràw in knowlcdge, and thegrace
ofithe Lord Jesus but in tht knowlcdge ai ail that relates ta
tht best performance ai duty ta Gofi, aur fellow creatures and
ourselves.-

WTt bave said s0 much in this connection because it is ont
ai tht most beautiful manifestations ai Christian character ta

e be thoughttul, éonsiderate, and intelligent, in speech and
*bthaviour. It shows not anly mind, but self-discipline. heart-
tsculture, and respect for Hîm wha reqizires us ta adora the

the doctrines ai God aur Saviaur in ail things ; who tells us
that a goud mat i vll conduct bîmselfwth dîscretion, and'that
for tvery idie wordthlat mttislÎallspealc,itbey sballgivéa couït
thercof in tht day of judgmtnt. Our lite shah 'be rescued tram

ir much that is mnean and degrading ýWhen we set auùr heah~ uponi
being like Crist-rising ta tht example ai hlintss Ht bas
set. us, and ai perfectly regulatedt, elevated, andsanctifieil
intellectuai nature.


