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Zhe elisci of <, 1110011 eiîi.

11Y MARGARE.T M. ROBIERTSON.

ès %Val shte wrong 1
fi si wronti mn the bird to eý%cape (romi thse %narc of thse (owiert
Isit wrons in the !sursied decr, tu flec tu the screening thicketl"

Dr. Hisdden w.ss standing at the open door of the manse.
vaiting patiently white his housekeeper adjusted bis gray
plaid un bis shoulders in prejiaratiun for a long ride over
thie bis. [lis f'aitbful Barbaras was doing lier part protest-
ing, but shte n'as duing it.rrtully and well.

lSuch a day as si ta 1' said sihe, " Stch a trne of tain 1
Indeed, sir, 1 c:inna think fur trou ta go su far. Milghtna
ye just bide still ai haine tlt tbey corne 1tei kirkyard? "

But the m.iutet shouk bis licad. " I wiIl nccd lu

lju, Barbara. Tnînk of pur Allisun Bain un ibis surrowlul

Ay, poor Allie 1 in wac for ber ibis sorrowful day, as
yesay. Greatly sh&ll necti a good word apoken tu her.
But ini a' the rain-anti at vaut age-"

1'Ay 1I amn a go..a.I ten ycars ulidet thrait the man vec are
la lay in the grasve. 1 rnighi, as ye say, raceri mbem ai the
kirkyard, but 1 must sec thai dcsulite bains. And 1 think
it rnay lbc fair."

Il irwis lune, but si loèukcd mote likè: November. so low
]av the clîuds, and su cloàe boni, the sait uver ait the val-
ley. For a weck tbe suri hati hicîden his face, and cubher in
downpour or in drizzle, the tain nad f.sllers uncrasingiy. tilt
the humn whicb tan down b)etwvcen the hilis and ovei, 8>wed
sts batiks anJ sprcad iseit in snailow p>u.ls over tioc level
h:fids oeluw. Tri coatis wuuti tac Ilsots and deep. . as
Biar bara said, and tbe way was long. But even as she apoke
tbere oeas an upening sis thse ctuuds and the wièid was
'. we..rng round ta tbe raglit assis" for the promibe ofta fair
day, a.nd il was catly vet.

.. ntit tain or sine, I must go. Barbara, as ye sec your.
selt. The k-owreey ts surelouted. And my son Alexander
is gnîng witb me, s0 ibare is noîbing to tear."

And s.'à thse iwa men set oui together. " My son Alexan-
der," w.îose naine the miuer spoice ivitb sucrt loving
pilouc, was the yoeungest an] bc3i beloyed of the nuany sons
and daughiers wh> tiad ucens burn and tired mn the manse, ut
%vison sorne were al castcred lar and wide," and sume wCYC
reauing beside tbeir moîber in the sirkyard close at band.
In his voisin. Alexander had gîven - sumc cause for anxîety
tu lits laiber and muther," as outside toiks put it delîca ely,
and bc naît guine awa. Eu Amz:rica as. last, tu begin agan-
t0 nuale a man ot iEmiseil, or lu perish ouE uf sighi ut theit
loving and lungtng eVyca. That was more th-in lifteen years
betore ibis tie, andi he had nuoi peti.hed out ut sigbît, as so
rnsny wandeturs fromn luv.g humes have clone. lle bati
livcd an] struugglcd witb varyîag fortunes for a limne, but he
nad neyer faîtel uuîcc tu write lus hall ticarly leter tu hîs
fther and mtaumer i horne. The folk ut the ollen lime clai
nol write nor expeci su many fetrcts as arc wrilten and sent
nulwatays. anti the lather an] moiber lii'ed huptully on
one lecr titi anothet came. And for a white tac lad wrole
that ne ivai maiing a iîvustp, and &bat svas ail, an] ibon he
wrote thai bc was doing wei, and juil when he wuj atrnos
ready ta tell îhemn that be was c iming borne te show
thern bis young wufe, ibere came word to, bitu ibat
bis moiber was dcati. Thershe had nu beari tu go home.
Fur %viai, wuuld tbe manse bc wîîboui bis manîhes: ta wel
came ihemn there ?

,S.> be sent borne ta has tather a guit ot money for tbe
poor ot.îbe parishr, znd stayed wbere he was, and dzdi well
suif, wiib tair prurp"l Vs ot surne tîrise bcrng a rien man, and
then-aiter more years-God toucbedi barm, not ia :agEer, but
in love, ibougis He ;ouk troin lhssa bis anly son and best be-
lavced cbild. For thea be rememb)cred bis faîher who bad
loved nirn, and borne wiih biais and forgivens bims inrough
bis troublcd youtb, and had sent bssm away witb bis
blesung ai las:, anti a greal lonoing came opson bîrn ta

secbi la hr' fac ncemoe.And su bc hati made haste
ta corne, fe".4ng ail the way lest be migbî find the sanirse
crnpty aad bistlîerg 'ne. It wasaborne.coming bath sad
and gli r, anz tbe weck ofIrain bad bern %welfilled wiib a bis-
tory ai ail îbîng3 joyft and sotrowful which bati coma ta
tbcrn and iheirs, in the years tbat vrere gosse. Andi ta.day
father and son were taking tbeir way ove: tbe bilîs, so
famîliar ia bolh, >'CI s s.rangc ta ane of îhem, on a sorrow.
fui erranti.

Theyý kepi tbe lîzgh road for.ý. white, and tbens turned inta,
a brokens paifi uver the higber ground, the nearcst ivay ta
tbe faim ot l.rassie, wherc the, "guodrnan"' wbo hati
plauighcd andi s awcd andi gathercd tse harvesi lor flfty years
and more Lsy drati af a brokean beart.

Stowiy andi zaretully îhey move] ove: flic uneven gruund
wbîch Ciaduaille ascendeti and grcsv leas wcl as they %vent
on. the son keecpzng b>' his liirs a side wlcrc the runghness
ot zhe way ocrnîttcd, in ailence, ci uniy exchangang a word
naw antithen. 'h ýcluuds partlas* ..,-y rcachicd the bih.-
top. andi tbcy turne 1 lu look trac!' on the wide strecbc ot
low land behindti hem, which toked in the aunshinr,"
the minisier saîi. IlElke a newr madle world.' They lin.
gered for a wicl.

- WC ne] nul bc in halte. It tatkes ahe folk long ta
galber aI sucts a time, for they will corne fruis ft, andi si is
avcary waiting But 1 iss bave situe fûr a Word itii Alli.
son, psour fte.bclore they carry ner ftîer away," atideti
hc with a sigh.

1But the sun rnay shlane lnr Alison ret, ibough ihis ts a
clark day fLit ber andi a Eflasl stari occasion Though bet
fathet'à beadsîone bc coid, lei us hoise: tba site may yet sec
g>od daysi in Ille home ru! her busband."

Bui (tic mznçtcrs<uok bi% Zîad.
IlShe mouta selc thoerntrea if -h, i% ever In sec Cood days

arain, bu' Mny rirari are sto.,.:cr ,,iar Mny hop:s. On I man
Alex1 is wae for bonny Allie Bain."

"lis ber huibanîl sueb a wrecc, Iuen ? I
"A wrccl? BDy no racans. I hope not. But he ha a

clat man of neanly twice ber years. An bonest man?
Weil. 1 bave neyer lacari birn accuse] af disbionesty. A
bard man he bas been called, but lie suits aur tbrilîless lairti
ail tbe bettrr for tbrat. le bas keîit lis place as factor ai
Blackblls for fiften years riati more, anti bas groîvn rida.
tbey say-as riches are counied am rng falk whlo for the ms
part arc or Anti he is respecîed-in a way."

W ~eil, if Ibaibeen asked about il, 1 wuîulc have saiti
th:; it was a risc in the wotld for Allie Bain t0 be nmade lthe
inistress af the facton's fine bouse aver yontier. I suppose
he nîigbî bave loolced ton a ivife ln almost an, afthe bctter
familles oftihe country'side, without rnueb chance o! being

"Yes, but be is sai] la bave set bis heant an Allison Bain
years ago whcn sbte was anly a cild-a strange-like tbing for
such amanlu do. le ivent ta wonk warîly, anti gai lier faEber
anti even ber matber on bis aide-jr soi li saiti. But Allie
berself would bave naugbt la say ta hugm. She laugbed ai
first, ant hea sht: scoffeti at bis ativances, anti' Vullie, ber
unly brother, uphelci ber in ber scornnng-tor a wbmlc. But
Wilîîe wenî wrung-ars] [rom bati ta worâce but, nosvh be s
in the tallbootb ai Aberdeen, as vous bave boarrd. But I
believe tbat even now the pour lassie %.iul] have ri laier
chance of a peaceful lite if îbey %veto ta get away la lbegirs
again togetber, wben bis lime is aver, tban site ever can boise
for in the liause of bier busbanti. Anti tbe la] woula tic
sîranger, anti bave a botiter chande wutb bis sisîer's hep. ,I
fean-tbaugbs I ivoulti say sî ta nonse but you -1 lear îlua
Af lison s cbnient waa won ai last luy no fair anrs.",

I mind Willie, a aire fuie lad, mnerry anti trank andi
wcll'tioirig. I shoulti never bave thonght of such a fate fur
bis."

" Yes, [tank he was, anti a fine lad. la many ways ; but
bc wa. flot atma sîrong will, and waa casily ledl away. Alli-
son wai the fan stronger o! the two, everi îhen îbcy %veto
children. XI &rcaks my beart tu îhînk wbat a wornan ibe
migbt bave bcaome ins favourable cireurnsiancms, anti nuw, 1
frt, site bas mueb sufferanpg befure- ber. lier moîben's
belplessrsess-sbc was bedritiden for veaus tueure site dieti-
laid îao mucb on Allison, andi silo bas grutier change], tbcy
say, anti bard. She was aye more like: ber faiber thans ber
mother, exeept for ber sweet looks."

" Anti bas came fie marriage about aI last? Anti wbere
was ber brothler? "

" lic bati fallen ino trouble by tbat limie. He ha] gut
in svith ilI folk Ibat matie use ai bims for their awa purpismes.
There had beers nuch medting wiîb the gamse os tbe
Blackhil essaie, and one nigbt anc of the garnekeepers
gai a sure nurt in a flgbi wîîb somte of thuse wh; bail bren
long suspecied. liEs fle was despairci a! for a trne, an]
il was on W~illie Bain that the blamre: was laid. At any rate
he kepi oui aI bm say. lî was sard aterward that Browntig
bati wrougbt an bustears thnuugb sonne of bas coiupanions, an]
an th aeanotime la sava bier birothe.-, as sise îbougbî, AilE'
son's,...nsent was won."

" Il will bc an if I day for B 5 'eigwben Allisor shaail
bear ofthiat."

" I duubt %he bas beard of ut alrcatiy. AIl I know is souri
talti. Browntag came ta me ane nugbt, sayung ibai Alliun
Bain hati promised to marrI' hlma ant iat the marriage muri
bc in haste for ibis teason and frr tbat, anti chiefly because
the mortier was near ber end, anti woufd die bappier know-
ing sitat ber doit daugbîmr v'as in gond keceping. Tnis was
for me, st seemtd-lor 1 was. tolti aftrvard Ibai thbm t er
was irs nu state for days belore that ta know wbal w"è ,ang
an about ber.

"As for me, I bati msny doubis. But I bati ppor-
tunaty tu spcal, tu ber on ber laither ilt afier ibeun .es baud
bers cricri un the kirk, anti I tbou.ght ut was tool13.cto spcak
thens. But ah, man I 1 wish I nadi. Fur when be brougbt
ber clown ta the manse wîth anly iwo iuentis la vrtncss ibm
marrnage, anti I saw? her face, my beait risgave me, anti 1
biatil ta say a word t0 ber whaiever mïgbî bappen. Su,
wben Browntig's back was turneti for a minute, 1 look ber
hy ibe bands, anti we went intu my stutiy togeiber ; anti 1
asked ber, was sise a wulling bride? Theu ibere carne a
look on ber face litre the sbatiow of demisb; but betore shse
bati palier tu utter a word, the door openeti, anti Brawnrag
carne in. An ng'>'rs n'as he, anti fur a minute bc
looketi as if he ivoulti strake me down, as I staod balding
ber hantis an mine.

«' 'Atirons' I saiti, "yous must speak ta me. Remembe-r
ibis îbîng wbich you arc ta du will lac forever. Wbcrs anme
the wards are spoken there cars lac no escape. May God
belp yoo.'

"She wrursg ber bandis frein mine, anti crueti out.
*There is no escape rosi. And God bas forgaîten us.'

Anti then sise Iaolred round about ber lIse a cage] crirmure
seckmng for a îvay out of Et ail. WVben Brawnmg would bave
put bis banti an ber, ihough bc clai il genîly. she 3brank
trambhis as ilshe fearetia bhow. The inan s yca wecclke
coals of tfine; but ha was a slnong man. anti bc put great
consiraînt upon bîmicîf, anti said ealmiy ;

-I arn a% a lois ta undtieantl wbat yaa woulcl im ai,
sir. Yau beard the bannap:bliibcd. 11'as aerc aay n due
kirk tlisz day n'ho hati a word ta say aZsnisi e? I thunus
you can bardly refuse ta do vous part.'

- I said, ' Allie, wbere is vaur brother ? WVhat dots lie
say ta aIl ibis ? What says he ta bis sisier's marrnage 10 a
man olti cnougjb ta bc ber tather?'

"Bnownrigs face was an ill ilsine t &e, but hie saiti
quictly cnough, * Ys, Allie, my wolnan, tell ist bîmîcre
youar brother us-lyc ken, andi whcec is luise ta bac sourn
il be gels bis duseits. Spemmi, lassie. Tell the minister it
y00 arc roing ta draw biek (roms yaur word now.'

4. A reat wave o! colour came civet ber face, and i w.îr,
fiai tit tis bati passe], travail; il as wbhite a% death, thai
she siid boarscly ibat il bat te li-, anti there was nu use io,
strugglc atgainsi it mare.

Il'4lie b=a preMhCet anc îbing,' said &be, ' andi bc shall
promise it now in your prescisce. 1 arn 10 go straiht ba-nc
ilm my faiber's boutse, anti ho i nat ta trouhie me aur cone
near mec silI my mnoîher ss safe in ber izrave.'

«I And~ he turnedti î hlm: ' Yen boat 1 Now you

0

o98

are ta repeat flic promise in flie ministcr's heariiig, belote
we go out oftibis roonu.'

Il lIe waîîlt tain bave refuseti, and saiti anc tbing andi au
aiber, anti lunîrned anti lawed. anti waiid bave taken ber
biandi ta eati lier away; but sbe put ber bands bclîiad ber
anti said be must speak before site would go.

Ilmm Anti is not a promise ta yoursell eiiougb ? Anti %iî
your traw luack if I refuse?' îBut lie did flot pensisi in hi,
refusai ta speak, for she loolceti hue anc wbo was fait louinc
bolti af lierscif, atîd lie mossi have been âfraicl of wbat inight
baîipen nexi. For bo saiti gently, always keeping ni great
restraiiit tîpon biîtnîelf, 1 Ves, 1 ave prornîseti. You shahl
stay ln your faîbcr's bouse white vout inotber tîceds y.u.
1 proinise-thougb 1 tbink vois mnibt bave trustet 10 it
I saiti befare.'

1AIex, rny lad, 1 would give ail 1 haive in this warlà i
I bat ibeldi out aîînîber bour. For the words that nmade
tbems man and wife, wCie bandly ,sîu.ken, wlîer ibat liait
peîîed wbicb inigbt bave saved slera botb a lifietime ,f
lnîîmry. They ha] unly p.issîr tbrougb tbe gale on t Lesi
wiy borne, wlîeiî mlown tbe bulîsitie, like a madman, camsse
Willie BAin. And fat an1 liai I lie in.usl have tun, fri in
%vas spent and gase*ng fur lircatb %%ben lie caise a id è,u
bis hanti upèsn hii sister. ' Allie I ' lie said, ' Allie I' and
he coutl! say nu m ère. But sih ' the face of bis sust ci
Maï I nevcr sec tbe Lîke lv.k un face ut man ir wum.in
again.-

Il 1 WUilic,' site said, 'bhave vons made wbat I bavc dn-,
vain I Wby are you berte?'

«' Wbat have you Jle, Allie ? An] wby %làtuldna 1 bc
bere ? Stone is well again, even if ut bad lîcen me tit
struck tbe blow-whtc(à i îî as no.-buigb I mi,bt ba'e
laad surno risk ot ni' ýo1ûg puis. alie tu prove il. Aýic
wbat bave you donc?

"IlBut site an y laid ber wbite face on bis breast w'flh jut a
word.

"'Allie,' gaspeti ber Lts lier, as he caugbl siglà, >f1
Brownmig, ' yoi bavera ise yuraelf lu y.n mars-,t
deevil, 1 shoulJ beirr ay ? Theui t] me oves yonJer thai
si w.s lu be, but 1 saiti you s,.ouned h.m, andi wasîl] àLs.d
fast.'

"«Ob 1 W~illit 1 WVillie Il sise cried, «'1 scarneti bin, bist
for Vour sake I cuuldna stand fast.'

"Then Brcwnrig toik up ibe ward. « Young man,
if you ken wbat i, goudti fr Vour ain sate'y, you'Il dusap
peur again, anti keep èut o' lîarm's way. flot that may
bce as pleases voir. Only mind, yau'll bave nokhiag tuj say
t0 Mny wife.'

4. .V.u wité I V'ou '11ick hearte I liai a nà villain ~'ai
rnany a worsc word tesideb Ai sit îi~ng y lad gve lim, àail
wben Brownrig liteti bi% wbip .în1 made aa if lie me iii: ;
sitke bis, 'illie tsîred fremni bis ài%îeran.l flott ai bm6 l,.Lt
a madman, ais -tbotîgb 1 maybr sbojuldna say il Brut% r
rig g il bis destrîs fui oflçe, an] hc tvill câmry .bc miLk.
the lad leli on bia Ibat day, lu bis grave. [le was -ic
Lort. Tbey put hhîrnt tohie gig irn wbicb bc had
bruugbl Allison duwn tu the manse, and carri:-d lîî bhume,
and ibe broîber and irister walkcd togciber ta iheir fatcirr
bousz.

'" Their muîber was reairer ber end isait bat brent ...p
poseti, for site died ibat nisgbt, and biefore &he %-as la.1 x,
her grave tiiere came an offier witb a warrant ta arresi puai
Willie an a charge af baî'ing clone bodily lisrm teoanc of
Blackwell's keepers monîbi belote. Two of1 bis cuu,,.s
stoèti surety for hlm tilt after bis muthcr's buil. N0 es-î
dence coul] bac got agaunt hums in the mater an] he %sai
allowed ta go frce. n]thens like a daft man, Bn.%%ra,1
bati birn taken up again -in a charge of assauli wEiih inter:
ta k;ll. It was a mati ng for bis tu du, il he ever b p.-d
ta win the gaud will it Allilon. bat ii was uai 1 tu me1)
anc who knew hlms avell, ibaL be was afraiti ofthe lad, ai
sisal, h hati goud reasurn tu feus, also, that as long ais'Lo
was under the inefluence ut ber brother, she ivuilt ncere
coire home ta bim as bis %vite But ho migbt bave waued
ta try aîber plans first.

lPaon john Bain, AllUsin's faîther, yau ken, bal1 bal
much ta boat wbaî wîtb ane trouble an] anoîber, fnr t;.
a day, and tic last une fell bravier lisan tlcm, ail. Ou b:
day whcrs bis son was condernned ta an imprisonrnent tcc
cightcen munibi, be ha] a struke anti be neyer buoe 1 i
again, sh,»ugb h.- lingercdl a white, anti Allisars refuse] ta
leave him. I3rownrig is a man wsho cares littîe whaî =1a
be bis neighbour's opinion witb regard ta hlm, but hc cGui
hardly vcnt'.uîe tas mueit an bis *ifescoming borne whaitelm
father neede] ber, for tlierc was no one eisc la c.irc fur tIi
pour aid man.

Ili1 e carne la the bouse whbite Mr. Bain liveti, but oz:
tuli me who saw hirn tbene otten, ibat since the day ut Lr.c
manriage Allisan bas nemuher givran bien toQd word no: bil
nu: tauchec i bhands, nitr lit.cd ber cycs il) bis laez
Diubîless tbe man musi have bis misgivings ab, -u ht:
anti about whaî us to bappen now. Il ia a sad siq
&bus fat, with ni i siL,lc giud crs ling as far as "aa te

«'Ay I a must sad sio*y. raor Allie 1 There strm
lutile hotte fir net. whatcxeu al, happen. &às ihab
blzbei, 1 .sh ul] >fl luk- Z.5ce hi. IAi ) as.urchIy ..hA' "f
bc 1,usailolc. I àsuaîl Ii1ç tu laite h.rn home wiib Mc isl
1 go. andi give hlms anoibecr chance."

-Ah I rital is a gooti wtird.-t yours, msy son Il îi'uilb
well doiune dl tu belp the p mot lad, wbo is ni t LaJ ::
beart. 1 nevet will bieve ihat li I feir hc ssiI dozi
goai boere, even if he cans kcrep tbe landi, whicbh isdiiutvý
nuw, f.: tings have gonse ill ivishti irm ibis wbite, da

ri ll r.r.,w i re,, even f oi A :lae' sak e, w ou l di n y r f r~ v fer
"Andi il is as likcly tbal ber brotherw u]nvit

gic bima. Aiaisîn m-y in limue turszive ber lius"a'sld, r
may endi l lvin., b:rn after aIl. Time and change irl

But the minister coula not a gnec withbhis son.
"«A.oiher woiman mniglît forgivc and love hirn, le

necer Allhcan 8ain. sise cars neî'cr honaur lanm. onleu!
shnuiti gncllY cbange, anti then I doubi i migbîte tai
laie for love."

Thcy wce clrawing near the boase by thbis lirnes v
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