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de everything lit once, it takes time."1 Prom the top
of a mouintain ive took a farcwcll vicw, of the l>acific
Ocean, and belore niglit arrived nt Ing-siaîîg-khe,
wherc the stone chapel is gaing up. The mrisons said
they hiad had only four fine days ; thc progrèss of the
building showed they hiad made good use ai the lime.
Next night we staycd nt Kelung, and the day fnilow-
ing reachied Ilanghan. Qd Thursday inorning, De-
cember 17, about eleven o'clock, wc reached the
steamer landing. The steani launch had nfl yct
arrivcd ; îvhen she did ive went an board andi thcy
started off nt once without wiing for any ather
passengers.

Wc got ta Tamnsui about anc o'clock, baving been
away nincteen days, seven of wvhich were fiiie. We
travclled about 240 miles. The roads in the plain dur-
ing the wet iveather wvere simply roud, the warst 1
have seen in China . il ould have been casier travel .
liag ia the flaoded rice flelds.

WVe visited twenty-six towîîs and villages, la
twcnty-four ai which there are chapels, and Dr. Miac-
kay and Pastor Alioa baptized 213 persans, and
preaclîe4 ta more than 3,-200, besides extracting I
don't know how maay teeth.

Befare Dr. Niackny visits themn again the people la
the plain wili have built four aew chape!s, and the
stane church ai Ing-siang-khee wiil be finishced. I-le
sent a preacher and blis iie ta the village, îvhere he

wa:: sopesdt stay ta dinner, a day or two aiter

FromMarc, 886, ta March, 1887, 315 persans wverc
baptizcd intewhalc mission, sixteen dicd, miaking a
total ai eîghty-aîne deaths since the mission began
there are now 2,546 baptized members.

There are two native pastors, thirty-eight stations
ivitl tbirty-eight preachers, fifty-three eIders, forty.tive
deacons and twenty studcnts.

HO W TO COND UCT THE PRIt VER
A f E E TING.

DY T«1E REV. A. 1'. WvOLFF, D.D., ALTON, IL..

fi is a trite but truc saying that the prayer meeting
is the thermameter of the Church. It marks the
spiritual temperature. lIfthe praver meeting is cald,
farmnaI, dismal, you will flad the Church a moral re-
frigeratbr ta chilI out spiritual lufe. If the prayer
meeting is full of enthusiasm and lite, lias the blaze ai
the divine presence, you will find a wvarm, spiritual,
working Church. Il is, theretore, of the utmost
importance that the pra)er meeting be properly
conducted.

A properly conducted prayer meeting dcpends
upon bath leader and people. I would nat underrate
the magnetic pawver, tact and influence af a deeply
spiritual leader ; but unlcss the people study Goci's
Word as a preparation, and go la the spirit ai prayer,
his best efforts ivill be little better than useless. If
bath leader and people go there îvith the thorough im-
buement ai Gad's Spirit, there ivili be an inteiz-sting
and spiritual meeting.

The general idea is that the pastar should iead the
meeting, and usually this scems the proper thiag. If
there be laymen who are efficient leaders, tic pastor
had better share the burden wîith them. There are a
great niany preacher-killed meetings. The minister
opens with a long prayer, lectures hall an hour or
more, a few hymns are sung, twvo or three eiders pray,
the benediction is proaounccd and the people go

ihome. $.a waader the prayer meeting dwindles ta
smali proportions. Dr. Gray, af the Znkrpior, says
Iliat tîva or threc D.D.'s can kilI any prayer meeting.
He is righî.

The subject for thc meeting should be practical,
and should be aijnounced the Sabbath betore fram the
pulpit. This gives the people time ta go prepared
with a few ivords, a passage ai Scripture, or a hymn
bearing directly on the topic. The lesson should bc
read carly in the meeting. The leader should sound
the keynote la a short, pithy addrcss. Let the peu-
pie take up the subjcî îvith a haît-dozen or mare
short talks. The hymr.s alsa should be la the line ai
the subject, so as ta keep the uaity o! the meeting.
But there shauld be sufficicat clasticity, so as nlot ta
shut out aay malter ai Christian lite or experience
that may bc acar the peoplc's hearts.

The prayers should be brie! and painted. A long-
windcd leader and tva or thrce aid saints can pray
any meeting ta death. It is very easy ta run int the
habit of using like the heathea " vain repctitions," a7d

expecting like the Pharisc 8'ta be heard for nîuch
speaking.» I used ta know an cccntric aId minister
who usually canîpassed the universe in his prayers.
He miade a fine prayer, il couldn't bc otherwise, for he
generally qîîated several books of the Bible la tie
course ai it, but on one occasion ais lie sat clown, saille
ane cIsc was asked ta pray. A bad boy growled oui
laucl enaugh for aIl in the liause ta lîcar lîjai, " No
use for Uncle Blank ta pray ; the preacher lias asked
for everytliing."

We have nat yet passcd the pcriod of long prayers.
I would not do as I sanv a brother iniister do a fcv
years ago, take a caîl bell inta tlîe stand, and if a
brother praycd over two minautes tai> hini clown. But
I should insist on short praycrs. The leader shoculd
regulate tic prayers iii lus meeting. île bni your-
self, andI insist on thc saine ia otliers.

As tar as passible, the exercises la a prayer meet-
ing shoîîld be voluntary. It lias a cangealing cffcct
ta have ta caîl on a persan hy nanie ta tend in prayer.
It is a goacl plan ta ninke a list af ail the meaibers who~
will take part la the meetinigs. Say you have tlirty
ortarty who ivilI do se. Divide the list inta four or
five classes, and thea aoîify tic mnîîbers ai ecd
class that, wheilil tîs their hurn, they will positivcly be
expected ta be prescrit specially prcparcd ta speak,
and pray as tlîcy have appartunity. Tis %vill, pre-
vent the meeting tram liggîng, and ivill stiîîilale
otliers.

Miaay ai the ladies shiould take part la the prayer
meeting. I can imaginie aur oId divines af fifty years
aga, and saine modemn anes, raîsing tleir hands iii
holy liarror at thîls suggestion. But when I reinacm-
be' the grand work aur ladies arc doing for nmissions
and temiperance ; that the best waorkers la îîîany ai
aur Churches are womea ; that many womea have
achicvcd successes in niedicine, laîv and as lecturers ;
that many ai thîem arc accomplished lecturers in the
home, il dues sem tue bad that t'ieir mauths slîould
be closed ia tie social meetings of tlîe Chîurch. 1 for
anc will hiall the day when, in ail aur Churchee, the
î'oices o! aur devoted Chiristian wvonien will be heard
flot only in praise, but in prayer and tesçtimoay for the
Lord who hath bouglit tlîem îîvîth I-lis awn preciaus
blood.

Other suggestions I would add in brief.
Begin at the ,tinie.annaunced, and close promptly

on the hour.
Let there be no stiffness. Make every anc féel thiat

he belongs ta the iamily.
B3e yaurself. B3e natural. Use no haly toals, and

indulge in no funeral faces. Let the people be them-
selves. If some brother indulges la stentanian toiles,
all rîght. The mighty blast ai powdcr is as essential
ta hiaîv up the rocks, as the constant draps ta wear
tlîem away.

Above ail, recagnize the divine presence, and pray
for the divine hclp. The prayer meeting shoulcl be
deeply spiritual. As Chirist's people cannaI mecet in
His name ivithout H-is bcing in Iheir midst, let every-
anc be hallowed and sweetened by His Spirit. Thus
shall these meetings bc blessed ta aur spiritual
growth. And wte shiah go out train them better pre-
pareil ta resist temptatians, and ta fight îîîantully ii
the conflict that tries us.

SPECIALIZA TION IN A THEOLOGICAL
Co URSIE.

MRt. EDtTQi,-The articles wîhich appearcd during
.he winter in the Kno.r Cakge A!onth/yi bearing en
this question show plainly that there is a lurking dis-
satisfaction sc;newh -re îvith referenc.- e thei preserit
curriculum, or railher curricula, ia theology in tlîat
college. 1 say curricula, for the trouble seems ta lic
in the curriculum for the degrce ai B.D., rather tîan
ia that ai the ordinary theological course. One
writer suggcsts "a division ai the studies of the coi-
lege (Knox) into tîî'a cîcar parts : those departa-icts
that înij.ht be compulsory, and those that mîlght be
optianal.'l Notv, the cactual studics ai the presenit
theological course rcquired by the curriculuni arc
Exegetics, Bible Criticism, Apolageti. JI, Church I-is-
tory, Systematic Theology and Homiletics. Which
af these, I ask, are essential, and îvhich might be
made cligible ? The principles of Exegctics and the
ability ta put thein into practice arc ccrtainly neces-
sary. The only question that may bc raised lîcre at
aIl is, \Vhether the exegesis shall be ai the EagIish
translation of the Scripîurcs, or of the Greck and

Hebrew also ? Iliblical Criticisni is necessary; it
may, in sorme marnecr, bc said to bc a sub-dcpartment
of Exegetics. Apolc'getics is, %vitheut doubt, -in
essenîtal part of a course in theology. It is the de.
pa trtmcentotir eaxceIence ai the present tinte. Cliurchi
1-listory Cannet bc dispenseci reith ; on the contrary a
mare extensive knowle(Ige o! the history of other
branches of thc Church besides our own than is
gcrally requircd wvould be a valuable nddition to
tie learning of our iîtinisters. Systetiatic Thealogy
is thc ground plan of a ilan'ls thicolagical repentir'.,
Flaiilcîics, too, is indispensable as %well t0 thc thea.
lagian's success in practical lite as ta bis general
knowledge. Thcy ire all alike necess.try, atnd, therc-
ftire, ought ta bc, as thcy nawv arc, -comptulsory.

Again, so far froin tlîis curriculumn of study beiîîg
too extensive, it is round advisable ta supplenient il
by lectures on ailier subjects than those mcntioned.
T'ruc, "ithe field is too large for tharoughi investigation
iii thrc sessions," short as thase sessions are ; but no
anc ever drcamns or compleîely mastering any ane
subject in any single collcge course, if, indeed, in a
lifetinie. At the besi, wc can anly acquire a little
knowledgc, along with tic faculty of accjuiring more,
and af applying Lk'îowledge already itta.iied. For
exaînple, Apologetics is a lite study. It is, in tact,
the great question of the age ta be able ta detend the
ductrines of Clîristianity and thc authenticity and
authority af the Scriptures ; and actual intercourse
'vitn man ini dauly life, crîupteud with îlîeoTetical prait-
lice, is the anly adequate mceans ofnîastcring il. No
college course or curriculum can be rendered perfect.
If, lîca, it eurs by defeci, or by cxcess in any particular,
while, ai ilie sanie tinte, it is made as conmprchlensive
as circumstances admit, the student should only be
guided by its impeifcctions ianitie iurther pursuit ai
his studies.

It is quite evident, thien, that specialization in a
short three-termi course is as inmpractic.ible as is the
niansîery af Uie wnale curriculum. But it vill be found
that maost aien specialize atter their college days are
aver. And sliould they not be encouragcdo do su?

1 have often thought it a thing ta be regretted that
in theolagy a man may complete his course and be
licensed without proceediag ta a degrea, whcrcas in
the arts and sciences a course is considered incam-
plete until a degree has been conferrcd. 1 admîit the
difficulty is ane that cannot readily be remaved in the
preseat status ai eclucation, especially as the demnîad
for clergymen is su urgent. \Vauld it no%, ilhen, be
advisable ta re-arrange the B.D. curriculum, so that
more ai our students would be led ta graduate in
theology? Certainlv the degreshould not be chcap-
enied by any nîcans. But a proper readjustment of
the curriculum would net cheapea the degree. Ini
arder ta proceed ta the degree of B.'D. in Knox Col-
lege, according ta the present arrangement, the stu-
dent is required ta jeass t % a excaminations, or, rather,
an exaaihation in twvo departments (for bath may be
'vritten upon at one examinatian). The second is
but a continuation of the firsi, as bath ire in thc saine
line ai study as the ordinary course.

.A much better systet-n ai examination for this de-
grec, it serns ta me, Mr. Editor, would be ta allowv
the tirst of these two deparimeats ta remlain general,
very much as it aow stands ; but Ict an option bc
given in the second. For instance, let a man be
oraduatcd in sorne anc ai the tollotving departiments :
I. Apalagctics ; 11. Greek Testament; 111. Hebrew
Scriptures ; IV. Sysiematic Tlieolog-y, or, V. Cburch
History and Pastoral Thealogy. This is the plan
adopted ia Trinity College, and it is found, I believe,
ta be very satisfactary. Many men wvould graduait
in some anc or cilher ai thcse special courses, wvho
,% M not do so while the curriculum remains as it is
now. The standard af scholarship %vould be raiscd,
and an increased îvcalth ai thcological literature
might be lookcd for as ane among the nianyother
gaad results.

I have xvriticn tbis letter, Mr.. Editor, feeling that
sanie change in the B.D. course is necessary, and in
the hope that the matter niay bc brought to the marc
imniediate attention of aur muinisters, and thius rer.eivc
the corîsideration, it deserves. As a student of Knox
College 1 arn an interested party. T. NATTRESS.

Sjpanish Riv.e,, Algouza.

THERE is mîuch truth in the observation that nearly
ail thc effe~ctive %vorkers ai the îvorid, and especially
tbose wvho carry forwvard speciiil enterprises, arm per-
sons full ofhuipe.
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