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BY ** PIDRUIS.”

Wo have all heard much of ** Christinn England, *
with 1ts nublo cathedmis and abboys, its rich ceclesias
tical heritago, its genertions of culture, its Chriatian
Lives of gontlo and deal beauty. Dut woar less fa.
miliar with the ** Heathen England ™ growing for gen
erations sido by sude wath at, under thu shaduw of its
many churches.  That heathen England s novertheless
very real, very conrse, vory brutal, cunstituting an ag
gregate uf gruss sguumnco and vico, wlich 8 liko o mans
of seothung corruption in tho nudst of a fair and lovely
garden,  In this heathen England, .the old traditions
of Chnistinmity have been utterly lost , the men aro
dobased and f'ruml. ufton as cruel as their own bull
dogs ; the women have a crushed and down-troddon
somblance of womanhuud, and thoe cluldron, alas! a
wrotchadly stunted and morally deformed childhowl,
Tho bleascedniess of hune 1s unhuuw i, and of, as Dichuns
delighted to show 1a lus pictures of its abnormal hifo,
*¢ sutno tluw rets of Eden they still inhorit, 1tisno less
certam that ' the tral of the serpuntis vver themall.’
In England thero arv sharper contrasts then any seen
ovon th Amenca. Between the refined and happy
humes of luxury and culture, “*swcotness and hght,”
aud the dark cellar and garrets whero wretched men
aud woulnien, and almost «a wrotched cluldren, drag out
a naserable existence, revealed as

¢ Trey look up with their pale and sunken faces,
And their look is dread to sce,”

there is ** a great gulf fixed.” Lattle wonder if tho
oyes that lovh hungnly frum the dens of St. Giles” and
the Seven Dials to the beautiful hames and  parks
where * noble lurds and ladies rude,” should oftea ki,
Alu with the baleful fire of jealous hatred and sullen
despair, the certam msparation of Chartism and Ni.
hilism.

Into this Tnforne, of whiduat might almost be written,
¢ Abandon hope, all yo rcho et here,  many gntying
oyus have luched, and ninustenng angels haso descemd-
ed, laden with Chrstian hope and cunsdlation.  And
yet, un the wass, but hittle impressivn has been made
by all the ** Missivns ™ which Chnistian plulanthropy
has instituted.  Intu the gloum and musery, nearly
twenty years agu, vbie man, fired with the ardour of a
Red Cruss Kughit, luvkhed, andas lic lovhed ain meffable
pity, thure dawned upon hime the conception of a now
crusade against these powera of dathuess,— a crusade
tu bo fought with nov murtal weapons, but with cortam
pieces of armwour  deseribed m an ancient Buok, the
** breastplate of righteousness,” the ' guspel of peaco,’
tho ** sword of the Spirit,” and all used in the uncun
querable and unfaling nmuglit of Chinistian love,  These
alune were to be the only weapuns for ather offenco
or defence.  Even where, uppused by phy sical viulenco
the crusaders should have to march through mob-fire
of mud and stones, accumpanted by houtings and re-
vilings and Lrutal assault, the assaulters wers to be et
simply by Chustian endurance, mechaess and love.

The man on whum this noble conceptiom dawned,
and gradually grow inte muie tangible shape, was
Williatn Bouth, new hnown all vver the world as
4 General 7 Buoth, of thoe Saliation Anny.  Begine
ning Jus ministry in the Methodist Cliarch i 1853,
at twenty four years of age, he laboured su successfully
as an ovangelist that, m 1861, he resigned us -
1stry in that church rather then giveo up what he felt
to be hus speal life work as an cvangelist, and settlo
duwn to a pastoral charge.  He held serviers wherever
he found an oppurtun.ty, crowds issembling to hear
hum, and whole districts being stirred by his intense
and puwerful preaching. In 1865, bung in Lundun,
and deggdy inpressud by the sense of the dense masses
of degraded heatlctsm arvund L, he Logan hes
ovangdistic worl by jreadianyg in the vpen asr in one
of 1ts luwest quarters, ‘n the Mile End Road. And as
ho studied the character and the needs of the people,
the idea of the now crusade touk a mure defitute form
in his mind, and has since been marvelluusly carried
out in the urganization which we nuw knuw as tho
¢ Salvativn Army ” For a lung time, sume ten or
cleven years, tho crusaders had nv such name, *“ no
military titles, no bands of music, ne tambourines, no
blood and fire bills,” but the spmnt of the fighters was
the same, and these peculnmities of outward form
were gradually superadded, as their uscfulness in pro-
moting the Armuy 8 objects commended them to the
shrows and active mind of the organizer and command-
or of the furce, who s certamly a guud reader of human
nature. Peupleaccustomed frommfancy to an orderly
and solemn service, liturgical or otherwise, cannot
understand why such *‘fantastical " aceeasorienshould be
intruduced intoany religivus service. But it 18 because
“‘one half of tho world duesnut knuw 1 uw the uther half
Laves, Tualalf “cvilized heather , suchas abounds
in England, and unbapply i Ausienca tou, the deco-
rous and svlctmn service 1s as far abuy 2 Jus present stage
of spintual devolupment as a cuncert of * classical
music " would be beyund the cumprehension of a
Kaflir. And that is one reasun why the Churches havo
failed to gatherin the ** lapsed niasses.”  For not only

aro ruch sorvices ** boyund thom,” but thoy areabsu
lutely unattmctivo to thom. And just aa the church

; of tho Middle Agesappealed to tho fancy of half savago

uations by its processions and pageantry, ita pictures
and object lessons, and as ritualistic london clor
gymen to-day usesonio of tho samo means of attraction,
so0 tho Salvation Ariny put on its military parapher-
nahia to gathor mon and women together by the zound
of drum and tambourine and hvely churuses, and then
yronch to thom tho aimple guspel of Jesus Chriat.
“ur, this and nothing elso, is what thoy do teach, no
more ontwand obedionco tu an urganization, no com
plicated system of theolugy, but thosimple clomentary
truths, ucknowlodged by all evangelical Christiane, that
sinful mon nceed a Savivur, and that Christ is tho
Savivur they need, to deliver them frum the guilt and
tho puwer of ain.  Thisis true of their teaching overy
where, 11 the Now World and tho Old. As an
English paper describes 1t . ** The wholo points of the
creed of tho Salvatiomistsare.  Manisa sinner, Christ
18 & Saviour. Ho died for overy uvno, therefore Mo
died for you, Ho saved mo, thorefore Ho can save
yuu. Come, then, tothe Fuuntain , 1t s free, with
vut muncy and without price. The changes are rung
upun theso fuw puints again and agan, but thoy arc
neter reasuned dtunt. It1s so, that is all , if you bo-
Itisve, yuu will be saved , if you disbelievo, you will
be Jamned.” This, as a system of thcuiogy, may
scem very baro and crude to the luvera of lung and
metaphysical formulas hikotho Athanasian Creed or
the Westnunstor Confession. It must bo adnutted
hunever, that st 18 cnovugh to hive and die by, as tho
oxperienco of millions hins Pruvcd.

Jut though the ** Ann{ 'fights with only spiritual
weapons, *“1n love and tho spirt of meckness,” this
can by no means be sad of tho assailants it has fro.
quently encountered. This record, given on their
own ullicial authanity, speaks for itself . ** During the

var 1882, 669 of vur suldiers, tu vur knowledge, have
{)ccn hnucked down, kicked, ur othorwise brutally
assaulted, 391 of them boing men, 251 wumen, and
twenty three children under thirteen . No less than
fifty six of the buildings used by us have been
attached, nearly all the winduws being bruken 1n
many cases, £nd in many others even more seri-
vus damage boing dune.” This assaulting process
has cununued through the mineteen years during
which the crusade has been gung on, though for
most of the tuno 1t was nut marked by any of the
peculiar features now regarded as its distinguishing
charactenistics.  The Chuistian Learing of the suldiers
under fire has beun frequently acknowledged, aaat 18
i the testamony givbn by the Mayur of Bath to the
Home Sccretary. * The reports received by the
magisttates frum the pulice indicate that tho * Sal-
vativnsts * heup thomnrelves strictly within the law.
Wo find that csen when struck, assailed with fouland
abusn o language, wna their property broken and de-
stroyed, the * Saliaaomists “do not retaliate.” And
tv understand what they have had to bear, 1t 18 nec-
essary to understand sumething of the brutahity of an
English mob, perhaps the most stohidly brutal hand of
mut i the world . With such a recurd, for vne year,
as thut just quoted, who shall dare tv say that thero
waz nut need for the Sabvauen Army { Andagninand
again 1t has happened that the ringleaderss m the
attack have beon forced by the constraming jpuwer of
Chrnistian luve to juin the ranha they had been attack-
ing with bitter anumosity.  After a barbarous mdee at
Crediton, m whadh svveral officers of the " Ay’
were suversly injured, the confessiun was mado at the
next vsit, ** Last tunc you were here, Major, I he'ped
to stone you , but now, thank God, I am saved !’

But not unly have they to suffer at the hands of the
pupulace , they have had, agun and again, to suffer at
the hands of tho authunties! In sume cases, indeed,
the lucal magistrates havo firmly defended them
ayainst attempted oppression by a lawless rabble , but
in uthers, underlying prejudice and the ammosity
which 1n sume nnnds 18 always oxated by any formn of
aggressinve Chinstiamty have tahen advantage of the
werest pretexts of local by laws, broken by a guist
march through the streets, to condemn them to a
lunger or shorter imprisunment, in default of the fine
which they wll 1t pay.  For to pay the fine would be
to admut the right of the wagistrate to punish them
for acts wlich thoy mnaintain tu bo perfectly lawful
and within their privileges as British subjects. And
no Ruundhead or Puritan could have been more
staunch in resisting every infringement of such rights
and hbertics than are these poor men and women ot
humble callings, but heroichearts.  For not only have
men suffered «n this way, but tender and delicato
young womon algso have been thrown into prison on
frivulous protexta of obstructivn, and while there
treated as Culuiios, wruninals with more oz less barbar-
ity.  Their rights, thus defended by themsolves, havo
bLeen furthoer imdursed in tho House of Lords by such
men as tho lato Archbishup of Canterbury and Chief
Justice Coleridgoe, the latter sayiny that ** he tovk 1t
that overy Englhishman had an absuluto and unqual.
fied right to go about his business and perform legal
acts with tho protection of the law , and he appre-
honded that walking through the streots in order and
in procession, gven if accompanied with music and tho
singing of hymns, was absvlutely lawful, in tho doing
of whigh overy subject had a right to boprotected.”

In somo cases tho authurities had endeavoured to
have tho Red Cruss Knighta put duwen by law, for tho
strango reason that they had been assaulted by tho
organized mub calling itsolf the ** Skeleton Arny,” on
tho ground that their peculiar proceedings provoked
such violenco. This attempt to vimt the sins of law.
loss riotors on penceful citizens was, howover, very
deardedly quashed Ly tho Enghsh justices befure
whum the appeal came.  Mr. Justico Field, in giving
judgmont, put this legal puint vory Jearly . Was
unlawful to do a lawful act merely Lecauso othors
made it the rretoncu for rusing a rivt1 What
night have othors to resort te forco to provent
persens from duing  what w lasfull It would
cutho tu this, that persuns wero to be punished for
duing lawful acts meroly beeauso 1t led othors to act
unlawfully and creato a nivt. Tho authonties do nut
aup];ort ur justify any such view of the law. He
further met thoe suggestion that a cuntinnance of such
processions would lead to n contmuance of disturb-
ances, by oxpressing the *“hopo that whon tho
oppouonts learned, as they would now learn, that they
had no night whatever to interfore with these pro.
cesstons of the Salvation Army, thoy would refram
from disturbing them.”  * It was usual,” he dryly ro.
marked, 1 this country, for peuplo to vboy tho Inw
when it was onco deddared and understoud, and ho
hoped that st would bo so in tlus case.  But if it wero
not 8o, ho l»rcaumed that tho magwstrates and tho
whee would understand ther duty, and would not
}ml to du 1t, and that they would not hesitate to deal
with the disturboers and the membors of the * Skelotun
Army ' as they had dealt with the moembers of the
Salvation Armny in this case.”

Suv British hberty and fair play won tho day over
projudice and mob tyranny, and the Salvation Army,
oven in the matter of ats prucessions and music, was
taken under tho protection of law. But the Army
bhad still anuther enciny to encuunter,—the unscen
spirit of slunder.  Attacks un tho financial honesty of
its Goneral, vilo slanders against the moral charncter
of 1ts suldiers, especially agamst the young women
ongaged in tho blessed work of ** rescuing tho perish.
g, wore circulated, oven in religivus Juurnals, and
beheved by thousands,  Again muf again refuted, thoy
start overy now and then amto hfe agawn. One of
these slanders was repeated, on hearsay, by two
Enghish bishops, and furmally refuted by General
Booth himself, 1 what he calls his Excter Hall
Address, with such & pranted demal ws should have
led the episcopal accusors to wathdraw the chargo as
publicly as 1t was nmdo. Puasibly this would have
been decemed mcumpatible with episcopal digmty.

In general, however, the dignitaries of the Church
of England, as well as her clengy, have extended to
the Red Cross Knughts of thus century much greater
tolerativn and Kundness than therr representatives of a
former une showed towarda ther predecessvss, the
Whitefields ana Wealvys.  Thss bas been duo partly
to the growing cuxnpruicnm\-cncss and cathohaty of
tho church herself and the wisd an leammed by past
oxperience, and partly to the fechnyg that this crusades
a kind of guenlla, warfaro, not mterfening i any
way with the reginents of the hine, but mther @v-
iy them s wd through an ushuown and difficult
country. Not a few also, buth of Eughish prelates and
Jderygy, arv ansuated by the apustolic spant which led
the late venerated Primato of England to say that
** the vno unpussiblo, wtvlerable thung would be to ait
stall and du nothg i the presence of this great call
fur mncreased  activity.’ dls suceessor, the present
Archbishup of Canterbury, actually cameo as the rep-
resentative of convocation to confer with tho ¢ Gen.
eral, and spuke most favourably to Jus clergy of thy
headyuarters and the traming barracks, which ho m-
spected.  Even the Tvmes in a remarkable article, in
1882, tuuk up the cause of thy crusaders, and r»-
marked that, ** A cloud of opiscojal witnesses to the
monts of Gunerul Buuth 8 undertahing 1s a suggestive
sign of the times.  The Church of Eugland has taken
oxample by the saumaty of the Chardh of Rome an ro.
fusing nu ard which religious fervoun 18 walling to offer.
It has tahen warmng by the mischicfs_of 1ts uwn con.
duct in oxpelling from ats fellowshup the fulluwers of
Wesley and Whiteficld,  As well frum an ncrease of
comprehensiveness as frum a cunvictiun of its need of
strength and substauco, it s ready tv welcume helpe
which 1t would furmerly have vehemently repudiated.
A contribution by the Archbishop of Canterbury
towards the purchase of space e wlac. ten thousand
may attend the ministrations of General Boath, and
formal recogmtions by many other prelates of the
gratitude of churchimen for the work the Army 18
doing, are testimomes that tho church wants help,
and that no faise pride prevents it from accepting help. ™

Such a testimuny from tho Tuncs shows at unce that
the *‘ world muves,” and that the crusade of our Red
Cruss Knyglits has, un the whole, been conducted 1n

.such a way, and with such results, as to win the sym-

pathy and cu-vperntivn of thuse to whuso natural pro-
dilections its msthods would be most distasteful.  The
¢+ capture’ of the Eaglo Tavern in Lundun was ono of
tho oxploits of Christian darmg which msured the
sympathy and gratitude of all who ** loved goud and
hated ovil,” and deserved a Letter seuel than it has
more recently had. This well-knuwn and sceductive
haunt of vico was for salv, and was purchased for thg



