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attraction of genialtty and gond
feeling tu ail whio corne wvithini its
mnagie circie. Its le.pitîgandtlziîne-
ing flimes adding asparkle tri vven
prnsaic conversation, andu tilling the
pauses with miusicai silence.

Most of ail lias its banishmient
taken froin the joys and imagina-
tive giories of the Christmîas festi-
val, and defrauded the eildren ,)f
mir wiser and inore seienti fie age (at
tlieir ancien t lieritage in San ta Clatis
and his legenclary visits .the fear-
fui joy to childisiî ears, of listening
for the patter of reindeer hoofs upon
the snow covered roîof. the tinkling
of fairy belis, and the mystcrioi-
tiescent of the r(tun(l anid saiiitly-
figure through the lib-"ritit
elhininey tliroat, unsi: nrched 1wV
srnnldceriing enibce".. to deposit ini
the traditionarv stoekings ranged
along the mantel sncbl wmuîdertuil
and delightfi gift-s.

Far rernote frnrn town andi citv
iii isolated ctnntry lbouse an(l %viod-
side cabin the tutelary divinity. is
stili the Kriss Kringle of eaiiy love,
whose rites of mybtery d n eri*
nient ar-e stili celebrated under dt
hioliy and the nîistletoe by rustic
m'vains and .tplc-chet-kedt maidens.
and a younger gcneration of jack
liortiers whro after the tinie-honored
tradition on tisuiiusday stili
';it iii cliimnney corners; eating gen-
erous suices of Christmias pie.
whiereof ecdi fresh diseoverv of
liidden pluni nîaketli fresli ocso
of wvonder and gratulation.

Apples are roaisting on the broad
hearthstoîîe, anîd on tlit high chun
ney piece are shining pewter tank-
ards and flagons, %vher*eini at stated
tinies sparkletlî and fîîamietli tlîe
niewly drawn eider. Here wvlieni
the air is vet redoient of roast gnose
and pluni pudding. and the delicate
sweet herbs whliclî enter inito the
composition of stiffling dear to tue
heart of clildlinod îwci reletît
the fainly gronpl tte-ir îiniber

auiginented by the i.-leerfi faces- ni
fr t. d ant ineiglibor. and tlîearriv.î
of suine f.tr.,I\vellinig son or. dtigli
ter. Tlhe littie <mes grèciriusly lier-
nm'tted Lui sit ui -for this iiiglît
oniy. -tnd erstwhiie niestling beside
grandnîammna's big chair, deep> in
te disr-ussion of tue severai me-ias

(if dolîs and liobbhotrses. havi.
been tnicked into curtained e.
ech witli a wîîndouii-lit-bedl doîl om
fnrry dlug el.ispetl to the infantimie
lire-ast. the spiri t \wliereof wal ket h
tlîrougli the fairvland o)f infant
d reains.

Ontside the wind rattieth tue
casernemît. anîd the frîîst gathers it,
ferni like tracer%- ove-r the pane,
whlile itîside the red brand falling
tlowîî sendeti a storm of s1 )arks nu>)
the roaring chlininey.

'lie fdark.eved dauglîter. '-r
rOumid chîeek slîielçled froin Liii.-
rniddy blaze by the family news-
pîaper, readeth tiierfroi tue tale
Rif witchciîaft tir of giiost lîaunited
dîxelling. 'Plie s;oiitary skcater on
lonelv ice-niantled pool lingereth
tu c.at yet one mure niarvellmis and
fantastic tltutisýlî ere lie tnrîîetlî
.wavýy to join Lue liglît and %varmitl
andl jocmtiid langlîter of the homire
circle. 1Far of aiong tiielevel coniii-
try roads.is heard the fainiît i sic
Of inerry sîcigli be-Ils wlîere rustic
lieanx aîd belles are gathering ii
gay cavalcades at soie cnuiîtry- inni
for the (lance.

Returmiing ti-nard the lighîts
.winkle bravely along streets des-
erteti foi- once by the humu and
lmnstie of trade. Thle passer bv
encounters cniy hure and tiiere 'a
liurrying pass-miger or vehicegoing
Lo or returnimig froni sonie festive
sceîe. For to-day tii. tradesman
and the man of busimîess hi.tve laid
.side the e-ares of tLe ., o)rk, day
world, and every evc 1 -anis a vwel-
corne, and e-verv totîgue il radv
thie friendly Salitation.

As if the solern anîd jtîyful nev-s;


