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the thoughtless, try w despen it. How' keon-eyed
is the worldling in obyerving and sccuring every oc-
casion that may conduce to his gefn ! How prompt
sad dextergus is the wanto profligute iz drawiog
th~ young and unsuspecting inuto snasres that end in
run! Shall so mrny waikh for iniguity with eo
tauch pationco and alertness ts the wild beast walts
for hus prey, and shall sot we watch for javourable
‘ opprrtunities of doibg good?! How much et
have oven some good men feit, whe, when un cflee-
tual door had %oen epenod for asefvlpess, have liug-
ered in slow preparation, or hesitated about scru-
ples, till they have seen it shut for ever! The friend
they purposed to sdmouish is cold in the erave.
‘The riches they intended to bestow ss a thank-offer-
ing to the Lorj. bave made themwelves wings, and
Sad. The good work the; planmed and begun, was
interrupted %)y long and frequent delays, tli death
cut short thewr days. When ther» is nothing more
1 “he baok of Providence orinthe guspel to leam,
and no more good needs be dune, you may cease to
be cn the watch.
IV. Our t and future Rappiness reguires us
to be watchful.—"T'hough this may be generally im-
pled in what has been siready stated, yet its im-
portance is such ws te =2rit & more expheit treat-
ment. I know, indesd, thut vur whole happiness
flows from grace as the fountain. Nothayg that we
have done, or can do, cught to be named as the
cause, bur yot watchfuindss and prayer are means
for the attainment of this grand end. Whence pro-
ceods that doloful cry—* My avul deaveth o the
dust 1 Al itis from the humble saint dsplorinq
his doadness and distance from God. Bat bark !
tivo same voice prays, * Quiexen thou me according
to thy word.” 8ay ye who know by experience, are
not those your happiest days when you are most
watchful 7 when most jealous over yeur own hearts
—most foarful of being entangled in the world—-mast
alive to God ! Ou the cuntrary, dees no spiritasl
slumber dim your views. damp your jovs, and with-
er your strength? Besides, your departume is a°
hand. The great heavendy Brid m bas left an
express injunetion that you should hoth watch aud
wait for his appearance. This event ought to fiil
your thoughts. It is true you know peither the day
nor the hoor. But is thie a'gaed reason for indiffec-
ence or forgstfulboss T Far otherwive. This, Chris-
tians, is the very reason given to excite your vigi-
lsnce. * Watch, for yo know not the day - -
the hou~ wheremn tbe Son of Maa cometh.” Tua.
. solemn, that awful, and glerious day el come.—
He whom sinuers despise and sainis sdors, shall i-
lumeo or vanlt of hearen with ns cloudy « uariot,
and thousands of descending angels. Happy ! thrice
happy those, whbo shall lift up their heads and sce
their salvation drawmg nigh! Behold the Bride-
m cometh ; go ye out to meet him. Then th-
bristian, with his loins girt, and lamp burning, sball

sdvance t0 meet his Lord. In the improve-
meat of this subj
Ist, I will t few words fo you who are

&iving covelessly, who are given up 1w folly, and
vagity, and the warld. How can you put far away
the ovil dey 7 How is it that yoe remain i ible ?
Cen a fow particles of dast cover the wid-day sun,
aad shut out his rays! How, then, can you con-
trive with the poor floating trifles of time to shui out
all the great things of ectemnity ! Alas! you have
Joved darkness rather thao light !’ You h:lxﬁnm
drink i the stupifying poisop, sin ! yvu bave yie

mthoumpmr’r wfernal atts, till you have cast off’
fesr, aad are past feeling ! God cries, ** Hearken io0
the soumd of the trumpet ;” tuz you have punctiesl-
by roplied, * We wiil not hearken!" You have had
meicies beyond number from the God whom yon
kave dishenoured ! Stroke afior siroke from the
rod hath left yon ummoved ! And now,

comrueti
wrkist ¥ say 7 Slecp on, for you shall ne louger
.be disturbod ! Sleep on, affended Majesty

habuﬁiven
o0 up, saging, ** Lat thew 2lone " Sleep, tll the
zhgo! tarrers swake vou to dwell with everlasting
borsings| Gracisus heaven! Jt would chill ‘:z
blood, and pierce my soul to addrems you ins
Laaguags ! I would rtill warn, remonsirate, : nd be-
soech you ! “ Kuowing the terrom of the Lord, we
man.” Ungrateful, rebeilios simnor ! what
'reit wilt thou gaim in thy ways ! for rest assured.
 the end of thece things is deatk? Are thy plea-
spres an) Wu:tﬁei&e, tansient draems of
W;“ hat meanest thou, O tleeper! Ariss!
esll upoo thy God, that thou perish not.”  Pardos

and lifoare
of Josud v -
bcﬂnd. Lat mewuﬁrau a few words to yo: ?n‘i
1o watch , ang 6 ¢ in the uous
eoﬁ?ﬂ. Chriutlan{m:!zat tbouqig thyself on thy
watch-tower, and trust coly in the name of the Lord
as thy strong tower ! Yes. Then take courago—
all is safe ! Though an hostshould encamp xguinst
thee, thy heart ueed not fenr.  Experienco worketh
hope; you have found out many of the wiles of the
enemy—you are not ignorant of his devices—*¢ Put
ou the wgule arutour of God '~ Do stroug in the
Lord und in the puwe? of his ighs !"-= The Lard
jod shall bruise Satan under your fest ! Youhave
reason to rejoice tnet far more watchful eyes than
your own are engaged on your belinlf. God, in-
desd, comnmands us to watci), and it is an incumbent
duty ; but so oftzn have we sunk intw shaweful
shuuber and stupidity, that we should loug age buve
been irrocos eragly ost, had not the Lord watched
over us for good. How many falis he hath prevent-
ed, and how muny deadly shafts from the quiver of
our inferunl foes he hath turned from us by bis in-
visible hands, we shali never fully know, ull we read

yot procleimed through the atening blood

0

heaven. The Lord bless you and keep you, guide
you by his counsel, and cfierward receive you w
B. L.

glory.
BEMARMS.

A sensible, practical, experimental discourse ! Mr.
T. proaches as ho writes, like 2 man of God. - He
feels the importance of what ho unde to dis-
cuss. His graed avd pri..~ipni aim is to'bb oweful,
He waiches for souls as due who must give an ac-
count; ‘* warning every man and teaching every
mad in ail wisdom, that he 1aay present overy man
petfect in Christ Jesus.”

S
THE GREAT IMPORTANCE OF REZLIGION:

A variety of considerntions combine $o render re-
ligion the most momeuntous of all concerns. 1t there-
fore challenges and merits the most strict aad impar-
tial examination, and carvies along with it the eti-
dences of its peculiur value 2ud importance.

Religion is infnitely important, .7 we viow it x,
hav'pg God for i object; 22d as including in it all
these axalted viows which he has given of himself;
42 well as that true worship and service which
such discoveries ronder necessary and indispensible.
Vith to man, it derives its value from every
thing that serves to raise him above the brutes, and
% give hish importance among the works of God.—
In this last peint of view let us for a litle contew-
alate it

Mankind are naturally formed for religion, and
were it not that their nature is corrupted, it wousd
be their element, their pleasure, and delight. Des-
titute of it, it must follow they do not answer the cad
of their creaton : and, in this respect, are excelled
evem by the lower animals. These last are provided
with instinets suited to their particular natures, and
whien operste with an ex.ictoess and certzinty that
is truly astonishing. Thus do they il siently, yet,
in another respect, loudly and expressively, declare
tie divine wisdom and . But man is pos-
sessed of a rational nature.  He is capable of exten-
sive ption, indement, and reasoping : aad is
therelore caunestl; ..cted for glorifyiag God in a way
more peculiar o himself. With 'respect o this
lower world, man is as it were the high priest. Al
the rest of the creatures, both snimate and inani-
mace, seem to point to him as their moath to God.
Without man this werld would be & desert.  There
would be pone to contemplate and edmire the divige
+rorkmanship.  Bnt there areatill higher discoveries
of God im the Scriptores; than which there is nothing
s0 much concerns man to know. It ishere the most
of God is o Do scen. Rovelation admits, as first
principles, all cor oatural disceverios of God ; but
sdds to thess its own vastly superior ight. Yt gives
s infinitoly more cloar and extemsivo views of the
divine character. Now sursly there is nothing that
foct scope of s s, @Dderianding, wih o
cuch for humen ing, with iw
variozogvem @ the revelation of God in his works
and in lys word. So far is religion from cteluding

all the wonders of Providence i the_ register of |

Religion no less rospects mnn as possensing afecti-
Lom and dedfrey, ._g‘nough -ubordingmg are
rovtrthelesm essenttal dad Wost important principles
in our nature, and, according as they are exercisad,
become the sovicee ither of mich plensure or of "
much pain. To these roligivn presents the most
suitable ohjects, and s ther caleulated to excita,
s employ, and to enoble them. It cpone to view
every thing that is truly great and geed, desicable
and excollent; every thing that deserves our love
aud estesin—that is endezloted to excite our gradi-
tude, our hopps and joys ; every thing:that tends tv
give real delight and satisfaction. In shom, it is de-
sigued and fitged to engega the whole hosrt, and 1o
touch all th- secrot aprings of the sou!.

Viewing man as ﬁmlj}ormicq. we have agother
proof of the great importance of religion.  Were it is
intended to elevate and direct all the social principles,
which, without its aid, are ready 1o mislead andP en-
sumre. It constitutes the strongest and beat of ties,
and server mightily to improve every ot.ci: e ten-
dency i hoth to units and to endcar, as well sz to
oxcite to the performattee of al} the relutive dnties.
Besides, what can be more suitable and exalted than
real social religion? About whut can the tongae
(which i cvidently intended for wmezp, be so wor-
thily employed as in spesking.of God! Vhet can
be mwore.fit and becoming, or s o .ree of higher.en-
joyment, than those Who are poimessed of the sams
corizinon pature, and dependant on the same Almigh-
ty Being, joining * with ene mipd and ane mouth 1o
gbﬁl od 1"

eligion is etill more important when we consider
man as immorial and arcoypsable, To admit that
man is immontal, and after all W be uniformly gow-
erned by temporal coasiderations, is the most un-
reasonable thing that .un be conceived. The very
probability of & future state ought sarely 0 hav. o
mighty influence ou mankind. But having such
cleay and consistent evidence with regard t it, and
yet {6 have littls or no imprussion of it, this involves
such a degree of folly uuf stupidity that langusge is
quite inadoguate to exprems it. How i the matrer
boightened when we view ‘man as gecowntable fm-
From the different relstions in which we nuand o the
Almigiry arise'so many oliligations to ove and serve
bim. ' IfI'bo a father {says hbzawbere is mine
bonour ! Aud it I be & mastor, where is my fear 7
Ovur rationai _.id moral endowmants, as wel? 2z al]
other extérnal bleseings, are %6 many tahents for
winch we must give an acvovnt to God; and to pe-
glect or misimprave them, is to be guilty of the
greatesi unth Iness and ingratitud.. rding -
ly we are assured by the word of Ged {2md which
conscience, when faithful to its daty, strongly eorro-
barates), thas all mex shall he judged “ according w
their works.” .

But the importance of religi nmutofadl-,?u"‘ ™
when we consider man mg%yaddcpm ; as
haviag incurved the divine &i -leasare, and liable to
elorn misery. In this view of thiugs. it becorves
the most iinportant of aYi iri oW man may
bs reconciled to God ! That which can give a axtis-
factory answer to this question, is the most valuabie
of ai other knowledge. This is the province of the
Gorpel alene ; 2nd on that secount thizxe are bur
loas when compared with the “ex: of the
kuowicdge of Carse - What does it sygnify what
8 person suws. if bhe does not this kpow-
tedge 7 Whar would it avmit him ‘though b knew
ail &rts o~d s «ences, and every thing that is rechon-
ed valu bic and reputable, if he kiow net that which
only ‘an \‘ezegce to his comsciam » and x solid
gror ad of confidence beform God; if be is aill igno-
re ¢ of that which is enlculeted to wder all
t ¢ ovily of this tﬁk,’wbmm" the
ears of death, and give e fvely ;; tife eter-
nal? To what purpose would it be for & pesson to
accumulate zll the weaith that can be conceived, i
be is nut rich tomards God. - Or, to say in the pru-

ie words of our Lord—",What ;e a man profted
if he should gain the whole world end lose §is ewn

sogt 1",
. which

Reoligicn is the proper soarce of
nﬁmmkindoonamrf!:;wd;:r; msm-ue Po
¥ of its loadtn
ltmﬁaﬂimtb%w-ﬁsotuﬁmhpg

gr-opzotetbi-is,noxtwth
puo-c: i teaches, hiai in * His favenr is life, aad
that his loving kiadoees iz aanre te he desired than

t here is chiefly its province, heie iths sb-
soiutely necessary, end here it bas its fullset, iss tigh-
est exercise,

life.” It gaiws the victory over sin, she fortilo camse
of human misery; and rectifies all the disorders of
thomind. As it furnishes matives & Bty peculiarly



