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autumm is more enjoynble, and if Ameri-
can gardening is ever to have o distine.
tive fenture of its own, it will be efforts
specinlly directed to both of these.  Our
summers are usually hot and dry, and
people are cither “away,” or very much
indisposed for out-door enjoyment, except
such as may he found in shady woods,
or on some heights where the cool breezes
blow. At any rate we shall not go wrong
by doing our best for good effects with
spring flowers, and it is time to think of
these things now. There is searcely any-
thing more Leautiful in spring than a bed
of Hyacinths and Tulips well intermixed.
The Hyacinths go out of flower just as
the Tulips come in, In the spring, Glad-
iolus and Tuberoses can be placed between
these; or if desimble, some flowering
bedding plants, and in this way the gaiety
and interest can be preserved from spring
to full. Crown Imperials are capital
things for the centre of small beds, and
the regular hedding plants can go round
them.  Nurcissuses keep their folinge
too long after flowering, as dves the
Snowdrop. These can hardly bhe made
available where regular bedding is desira-
ble for summer. They are best in odd
patches by themselves. Crocus dues well
apywhere. It may cven he set in the
grass about the lawn, as it is generally
over before the first mowing takes place.
But it would not he admitted into our
best kept lawns, The vast tribo of lilies
come in rther late for spring gardening,
but few will carc to be without them.
Besides these there are many little items
which arve noted in alizost all bulb cata-
logues from which many interesting
spring blooms can be had. ~ No one will
go amiss in looking well to this class of
plants.  The best thee to plant is from
now to frost. Mice and vermin are very
liable to attack these roots. Poisoning is
the best remedy.

In travelling through Camada or the
TUnited States, one cannot but be struck
with the fact that there is a growing
taste for gardening as a fine art ; but that
very little knowledge exists as to what
should or can be done. It is, indeed
surprising, with so much attempted gar-
dening, there should be so little true
taste ; and yet not more so  .haps that
there should be so many buildings and
so few specimens of fair architecture.
Yet it isnot thit our people are slow
to learn, but that they have nothing to
learn from. The great want of the time
is a better knowledge of landscape gar-
dening, and tme taste among our nux-
serymen and florists.  In some places it
Is casy to sce there is some one about.
At Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Cin-
cinnati, Cleveland and St. Louis, it is
casy to see, by the not uncommon speci-
mens of good taste, that there is one
somewhere near who bas heen sowing the

gooll sced, and in other places wo see,
once in o while, a speciinen of what good
gardening should be ; but generally this
is the result of missionary work from the
pluaces bofore mentioned, and not from
regular residents on the spot.  Good
Iandscape gardeners ure wanted all over
the country ; not men whoso idens run
into the higher and morv expensive chan-
nels of art, although these are by no
means so numerous ag they ought to be;
but good men who have the capacity to
regulate their recommendations to what
those who employ them can understs-d
and afford, As wo have said, muserymen
and florists can do more hy example. It
is very rave that we see uny place with
any more taste than a common fruit gar-
den or farm, where a single eye is kept
to the immediate return of cvery dollar
spent and nothing else.  We know that
nothing pays a flovist better than to lead
oft in these matters of taste, He creates
a custom which it is very profitable for
him to supply. We know one who takes
a pleagure in doing a little every year.
He cannot do much, but ¢very year he
does something which every one admires.
Last year he moved a few large arborvitas
of which he had an over stock, very care-
fully so as to make a background to a
small curved border.  Adopting our hint
about the beanty of hollyhocks when seen
against a background of evergreens, he
has a row of most beautiful varieties
forming a line in front of these. Then
he has a row of Coleus in front of these,
again, hefore these is a row of Chrysan.
themums, and in front of them a row of
bedding Geraniums of many shades of
color. o pretty is the effect of cven
this simple anangement, which may be
so easily improved on, th-t it is admired
by so many as to get him many orders
for similar material next season.

Another matter we saw which pleased
us. There were on the lawn belts and
borders of shrubbery; but in front of
these belts were Geraniums, Petunias and
Verbenas, besides other gay colored hed-
ding plants.  Now beds of these plants
are very common in flower gardens, but
this combination of shrubbery and flowers
is very unusual, and is capable of very
varied application. It is just these little
things which cost nothing much but a
few minutes study, which every nursery-
man and florist might have, and which
would go along way to develope the taste
for beautiful grounds, which cverywhere
exists, hut remains dormant for want of
encouragement of the kind. -

Shrubs for this kind of gardening we
have alluded to, should of course be of a
free flowering chameter.  Of those which
can be made very effective, the following
may be used : Pyrus japonica, the red
and the white ; Spirca prunifolia, S. Ree-
vesii ; §, Dillardii; Deutzia gracilis, sea-

bra, and crenata pleno ; Weigelin rosea
and W, amabilis, Philadelphus coronarius,
and P, Gordonianus ; Persian and even
the common Lilues; Tartarian and Fly
Honeysuckles; Mawthorns, Doulle Al-
monds and perhaps some others.  Butall
these are comumon in most nurseries; are
very easy to grow, and very protty edects
may be had at a small outluy.

Many people who have got but a few
of these planis, will like to riso some

more. This a good time to take oft cut-
tings,  Of those we have named all but

the Pyrus will grow by cuttings ; it grows
by pieces of roots.  Cuttings should be
made about four or six inches long, and
planted out in rows and set two or thres
inches below the surface of the ground.
In spring planting we put them right
level with the suaface.

In many parts the leaves will have
changed cclor previous to the incoming
of winter, and the planting of trees and
shrubs will commence as soon as the first
fall showers shall have cooled the atmos-
phere and moistened the soil. What
leaves remain should be stripped off, and
the main shoots shortened. They will
then do better than if planted very late,
In fac,, if planting cannot bé finished by
the beginning of Novomber, in the North-
ern and Middle States, it is better as a
rule, deferred till spring.  In those States
where little frost occurs, this rule will
not, apply. |, The roots of plants grow all
winter, and a plant set out in the fall has
the advantage over spring set trees, that
its roots in spring are in a position to
supply the tree at once with food. This
is, indeed, the theory full planters rely
on ; but in practice it is found that severe
cold “dries up the wood, and the frosts
draw out the roots, and thus more than
counterbalance any advantage from the
pushing of new roots. Very small plants
are, therefore, best left till spring for their
final planting. It is, however, an excel-
lent plan to get young things on hand in
fall and bury them entively with earth,
until wanted in spring. Such things
make a stronger growth the next season,
than if just dug before transplanting.

At this scason of the year, people think
of making cuttings of hedding and other
plants, in order fov another year. “The
best way to propagate oll the common
kinds of bedding plmts is to take a frame
or hand-glass and set it on a bed of very
sandy soil in the open air. The sand
should be fine and sharp, and there is
perhaps, nothing better than river sand
for this purpose. The glass may be white-
washed on the inside, so as to afford ad-
ditional scewmity agiinst injury from the
sun’s reys. Into this bed of sand, cuttings
of half ripened wood of the desirable
plants may be sct, and after puiting in,
slightly watered. Even very rare plants
often do better this way than when under



