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The 8ilver Cap,

“ What {” said the man of scicnce, **toll
you mo
That at eome great and genoral judg-
ment-day
We shall be gathicred, all men back again
Into the old, the original, worn-out clay !

* When dust has scattered, bones have
thapeless worn,
And every vital element disappeared
That made life vivid, beautiful, and whole?
Tho doctrino is cwo wild, too rash, too
\ weind,"
t Just then a cup of carven silver fell
Into tho lucent, scothing acid near,
When, like a snow-wreath, all constituent

parts
Of the bright. matal melt and disappear.
And atarting back, “‘O Master!” loud ho
cried,
«Your

» ﬁu’
A« soon restore the buried,

favourite cup you never more can

Thero any eightoen provinces in China
proper, cach ono being about as large as
Great Britain ; and yet it is very doubtful
if many of tho boys ani girls who have
finisheZ thair goographies know so much as
tho name ot any one of thess provinces.
Wo Canadians talk much of ous vast country,
yot China, with ita dopendencies, has more
squaro miles than are found i» the whole
Domninion of Janada.

On cach squarc mile in the United States
there dwell, on an average, ten or eleven
Eomona: while China has at least two

undred and fifty inhabitants for every one
of her square miles.

HE WANTED TO KENOW.

The youngest of the flock {n the Boys'
Home {8 little Frang, aged four and one-
half. But young as he is, ho brought
with him the swagger of the accom-

plished “ tough,” and drinking songs and
the vile argot of tho strest fell from his

cowered back in his chair the man weat
on complacently °

**T allus brought up my young uns to
mind. If they dldn't start when I spoke
to 'em they knew what they’d git.
Thoir mother, whon she was alive, use
ter pet ’em an’ make of 'em, but they
never got nothip’ like that from me,”
ho satd, while the deaconesses at the
table exchanged glances of distress.

But Master Franz's turn was yet to
come. That there was world-wide dit-
ference between the old regime and this
new dispensation to which he had come
he was feoelingly consclous, and in his
baby beart he determired to get at the
cause of the difference. After dinner,
when the deaconess was entertaining
their guest in the little parlour. he erept
‘ato uer lap, clasped his short arms
tightly around her neck. and from tbhis
safe colgn of vantage ho opened fire.

* Fader, I ltke Jesus.”

** That's right, Franz,” said the father.

“ Do you like Jesus, fader ?"

“ Why, yes; just the same as you do,”

catly slipped to the floor and trotted ant
of the room, whllo the deraconerss
breathed a sigh ol relict that a catas
tropho had been averted oven thongh the
llttle philosopher hind not reachmd to the
bottom of his {nvestigations.

A BRIGHT 80Y AND WHAT HE
| ACCOMPLISHED BY READING.

BY CHARLES DUDLRY WARNER.

1 de not think it 13 very servicoable to
make a hist of books for children to read
No twu havo exactly tho samo aptitudes,
tastes, or kinds of curivsity about the world.
And ono story or bit of information ma
excito tho intutest of o class in one schoal,
or tho children 1n ono family, wluch wil)
not tako at all with others. Tho only thing
18 to take hold eoriewhere, and to hen to
uso tho art of reading to find out about
things as you uso your eyes and cars.
knew a boy, a scrap of a Iad, who alinest
| ne~ded a high chair to bring lum up to the
general lovel of tho dining-

vanished dead,
As that white wonder of the
artist's akill.”

The master smiled, and from a
vial forthwith
Poured amber drops that
clonded all the gl:.ss,
And the strange fluid throbbed
with life, and moved
Till ut ita base gleamed white
< the molten mass,

Whith, taken by the jeweller's
cunning hand,
Beaten and curved and
carved in beauty’s lines,
Re-touched, re-polished, re
llymin

The same fair cap, yet all
renewed, it shines.

¢ See,” said the mastor, 1, a

B Wcalli!.t irailtmanf, .
rou out of soemin,
nogﬁng, form and skill ; 8
And cannot God the Lord my
aghes call
To nower, nobler manhood,
if he will ¢

——

CHINESE PORTABLR
KITCHEN.

This curious picture shows
bov thie Chingse carry about a
sort of portable kitchen with
them. With a little lamp
they will cook food and sell it
in tho stroot; and eat rice
with chopsticks, which look
liko knitting-needles, only they
are made of bone,

In our pspers we shall bave
. a good deal to say about Chins,

becauso the Methodizt Church
Eas sent nine mimionaries to
that country, and they will
write letters which will be
very interesting to our young readers. Abcut
ono-third of the populstion of the earth live
in tho grest empire of China. Itisssdto
think that millions of them are dying evergr
yest withnut 8 knowledge of God! Wo
hopo our young friends will take & t
interost in the reports of our Chinese
Missions, and save their pence that they
m»sy contributo something towurds the
missions in i « The cordition of
Chineso children, many of whom are aban-
donod in infancy—if, indeed, they are not
pub to death to get zrid of them~should
© our readers in their happy homes very
grateful for what God bas done for them,
and lesd them to txy to do somsthing for
the Chinoee.
If all the people of all the world can be
maginod «s standing atreast, in a single
1ins, go that they should just touch one an-
other, that lno would about 500,000
miles’ Jong—long enongh to reach avound
the earth twenty times, And if you oould
in front of that line, 22d lock on each
at least ons man in every four you
would #6¢ would be & Chinamas.

CHINESE PORTABLE KITCOEN.

Itps In the lisping tones of babdbyhood.
In a fow weeks, however, under the
Bweet compelling influence of loving
kindness these things wers falling from
him like a flthy garment.

One day Frangz's father came to pay a
visit to his son. It was the first time
they had met gince the child had been
given up, but he looked at his father
with frightened eyes, and only when
Jrompted by the deaconess did he ad-
vance gingerly and reach out his ifttle
hangd at arm e length to greet him. The
father was a coarse, thick-set man, with
heavy Jaw, narrow foreh-ad, flery ced
hair and small, brutish-looking eyes.

At dinner, seated beside his father,
Franz felt that he was somewhat respon-
sible for his manners and watched him
cantiously until he saw him beginning
to gulp down hls lood without waiting
for ceremony; then, pushing his napkin
where .. would attract his father's at-
tention, he began : * Fader, why don’t—"

But he got no farther, for s harsh,
*“*Shut up ! burst like 8 bomdb from the
Sather’s 1lps, and wkile the child

sald the man, growing red and uncom-
fortable,

‘““All the boys here like God, too,”
pursued Franz, watching the effect of
his words, but the father continued to
lock uncomfortable and said nothing.

*“Tho boys here don't like saloons,”
went on the little Inquisitor. * Do you
1ike saloons ?”

“ No,” shortly, “if nobody didn't do
no mure for saloons than I do, they
wouldn't git on very well.”

* Fader, do you like drank men **

* MNo,” but the man’s face was blazlng
now.

1 don't like drunk men. Thes fight*”
Then solemaly, **One time you fight
Fred. Do you like Fred 2

But the man's face was becoming
fairly livid with smothered pession and
the velns stood out on his forehead.

o de‘r'”
hastily, “you'd better run into the
kitchen and wash your face. TI'm sure
it's sticky.”

“Yes, go and wash your face,”
thundered the father; and Franz obedi-

sald the decaconess

table, whe liked to rcad the
encyclopedia, o was alwags
hunting round in the big beckx
of the cucyclopedia—books
about his own aize—for what
ho wanted to know. Ho dug
in it as another boy would dig
}n thgev;or:gs fl;.\r snmafh TAS root.
ta that ho wasinter
esw;t’i in natural history and
natural phenomena. Ho asked
questions  of  theso  books.
exactly as ho would ask a
hiving suthority, and kepi at it
tiil he gut answers.  Heo knew
how to read. Suvon that bey
was an authority on carth
quakes. Ho hiked to have the
cunsersativn at table turn .
carthquakes, for then he
sevtued to be the taliest poms .
at tho table, I suppose there
wss no oarthquake anywhen
01 any unpurtance but ‘hat !

cuuld tell where it uvonurre!
and what damage ot dul, bLow
many houses it buried, and
how man§ pevple ot kdld, ar.
in what shape it left the
country it shaken. Fnum
that ho went on to try to din
cover what caused these dis
turbances, and this led hmu
it vther mvestiygations, a’
at last into the study of ¢l

tricity, practical as well ax
thoureticall He wxanunet
machines and iaventod th. .
and kopt ou twadang, anl
prosintly he waa ap oxpent
m electnaty. Ho know hew
to put in w.ree, and eigoals,
and bulls, and o do o numla
of practucal and usfud thaogs |
msalmusz befure he was abl.
to enter into the high-school,
he had a t deal of work
to do in fir:.city, and threo
or four men under him.
Theso men under him had
pot read as much about cloctricity as ho

{ Prohibltfon I8 coming very fast with
out either pledbiscite or measures passed
{ through Pariiament.  Wise business
houses will pot bave anytbing tn dn
with employes who drink  The MiehS.
gan Central Rajlway has several lines in
, Canada, and has issued a proclamation
forbidding any of its hapnds from driok.
ing, either on or off duty The whiakes
gellers of St Thowmnas and Elgin countv
Ontzrio  (callipg  tbemselves licspsed
victaallers), held a meeting and passed
motion, threatening a system of reprigals
~ They would withdraw thefr freight from
, that road, would seek to influence poll~
ticlans agajnst it ete  They sept a let-
ter to this efYect to President Ledyard
to which he replicd that an experiencn
ot twenty years had fu:ly eatisfled him
that the liquor business was no advan-
tage to rallroading. aud that bis company
| intended to enlorce the rule against
- grinking by every logitimste means In
: its power.—Templar \



