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NrAiULy two thousasîd( ycars ag a tiny babyla:y
ian its bcd rit llctltidee. WVaraa, rosy, sisiiiaagt,
diiaapicd, as we kilow babiies ; yet in &Il tinse tisera.

Ilias taucer i*een se woaaderfui a baby as itis ouse.
Ceuîiries before lie was bora liroplsets foretold Isis

e aaiag, anîd kiugs ansd '>'se suen asad ii! Lise fauta-
fiai of 'osie iat ioni hall I a1Jyc( for asad iooked for laisJbirtis. .Aagels bis.,uudhs couasn-,sia i
a 'Giorv to (.Olt ii thse Isiglicat, and oit Carde pence

'.1114 .'saouiwill taiward saseis." Tite slieptisrds larard,
anda soas folles(] tise infanit Charist, aaad worssi>1scd

i îius. NV ie tisîeii i thu Euat fûtilowed thse great star
till it stoodl sti11 over tise pilace where the baby was.
NWlleii tlaa'y fouzsd ltut tIses tee, kiseit ax'd wor-

slisippdl bus, ;ux4 prestl tl*ir gifts to this won-
Ideritil baby, whio was the Prinace of Pence, tIse Sois
of G od.

Woaiderfui Ctarist.ciid 1 As titis baby vras
lsa.ipkss lilze otiser babies, so it grew like otiser
Isalaies. It. land birtidatys, dIays th.it no <iouit

'Mary, thse miotihCr, retesibered in tise way that ail
liubruw auotiserlé reutembered thcir chilres's; birtis-
(bays. Tise Clarist-ohid was co and twa years oid,
Mid Isegan to walIk aitl taik, just as aur babies doe;

Itiiest tarec, andi four anîd five, begintîisg ta learn in
tise wav tisal aitl Hobrew cisiliresa of Isis time were

ftausglat; bsuit wo iow asotlsiag- of titis wonclerfil
Christ cid santil ho was tweive ycsurs oid. Rend
tisae seconad cisspter of Luke, begisiîaig nt thse thirty.

il*iuîh sýer&c, and yot 'will repAd wlsat, occurred when
Il, %Vrus twclve yCais OUd Nov ho vas a boy, asscl
livel a Iaova lifo. W.* luve noa reasson ta doubt
tisat h. p' 1'Y'i< aé other boys plAyed, lessrned as
other boys ieasraed, was a frivourite, noa doui*,

allolng boys, for, ho won mon to him when he
becatase al sasan. No daabt ho and Jolin weee ver>'
téappy togcsthez, 'ulen tiaoy mset,. This ve kmev-
that Chist as a boy nuist hsave becas a Mailly boy.

ail* COiMd ssevtv have do. au wn mct-io, lae, was
hlosest ans true, finait to do wlaat hu kssew, wu
rïght, aiad lis instlucsce must hiave bieas for &ood

a înao~ tosebrought- in constact witi hue. No
iutlie ?selped tUs. ittie boys; wus ttnder and

PLEASANT IIOURS.

genît le towuîd thei aisk anad fi-ebir. 11 [e u wi a

penasclaliîkei', bec.tue lac wis a chlsîd of God. 11ks
los'ely eves rsspoîded, gticw brigit witti syîsaihiy
andai haiissous witla tulaadcs'ilscs" 'vimeis le fousad

thsa %vlOiio is tsitcre. No voici, was ove'r
rsad iii ptin for osie montenat becauso of ansy

acetiona of lsis.
V1kistiscitr 1 0Oh, the depUis anîd ricisss of

love lie gave s'lis issutîser i Do you neot rasiiinber,
ini tîssut dma'rsadful heour oit tise Cross, l10%v t.esdes'iy lie
lo'ft lacs la tac care of tic f'iosad lie los'eu beàt 1 Ins
Isis îigloay lie did îaot foaget lier. As i boy lie

rcinnisbcred lier coisfort, lier wislaes, wiat site
enajoyci, rand 'lacu lae rcturuicd fronas the Isillsides
about bsis home lie doubt hoe brouglit lier bunches
of flowers asid clusters of berrnes. No tîsougiat tdent
lie nsa'd laide frots lier over foutid a restin-gpluce ini
Iais laeairt. No coasîpar* inslaip tsaut woîald cause lier
te tremsble for laer boy was chosen by hiu. Pure,
tensder, siample, hioaest, heipfui, studieuse asad maaily

%Vras tise boy.Clsrist. Hlo waa always tender te
ssotisers anid b"caile ivitî claildren.

Lukas tellis as tise claild grow and waxed stroasg
iii spiitL tilled witlî wisdtoiis," Streaîgt aîsd wisdowa
:arù tise fruits of laoaest's, tratis, studiousaers, gesatle-
lsess, Ikilpfulitess. If tae iubost woiaderful boy tat
ever liived-tlie boy wlao sva% Kits- of rail tIse wvorld
-xcelicd iii tîsese qualitics, airc tiacy not Worths
your cîsltivating i Caix you net foliew tlae boy-
Christ, 'ad grow into tIse imarge of tise suau-Chsrist 1

Twelve years oid ! Os> lais wvay, w.-ilkiiig over
tise ctisty rond, to Vinrt wotadcrful cit.y, Jeruisalis
'rwetsty.one vears after, i titis City, lae prayed lais
Fatiser to fosgive lais caaca"«--s waei tlsey crucificd
liii lis au crimial, tîsis pur*e, hloy Clsrîst-cbild. lit
titis sainse, City lai was stesard. Twclve years old !

«aisd lie nsks bis iiinther, "'îVist ye asot 1 îssust be
about iuy Fatiut'z business 1 » ansd thson ho begasa
preparing for ]sis work-bo quiostly, s0 bunsbly, tliat
we kusow tiothitg of it. The asîast woîsderful work
tlast %vas ever <lote 1 aud we do usot kaiow how lie
prepred. Yet we ae. By their fruits ye sisal!
kaîow te. Wlsat %voe tise fruaits of Charist's boy-
laoad, e:irly iaaulaod 1 Tite lifé lie lias aide kisowss
te us-acta of kisainessaI thei sori-owful, the sicit,
tîso blinade the. hIcpIcsa,-ycs, thes siaiful. Standinîg
aionsi ii tise fate of Isle whole world. rit tise peril of
lais lUie, to. protest zgaitust sin ansd wickedsaess and
oppression rand utentuw&s. He knew no fesur when
it was rigbt for his to miise lais voice agitinst evil.
Hie sievet' turaedx an>' away whso needed bis >seip.
And, remembexr, Christ gave people thse powes to

liclp tiseuiselves. Tisat in tIie Lest hcip-iast tise
worid needs tocayiseet. Christ'sbolylood vas thc
becdtiuie of wlaicls bais iiaaaîliod was the flower and
tise fruit.

'Wist ye net 1 must ho about mny e-aticr's busi-
siessI isna question tliat sbauid be lu every boy's
laenrt. WVlo is titis FiItlàerl Qod. Churist was
tise Son> of God, and h.ow often lie teills us that we
arc tise cildre> of Ille Frutier i WVien lae tellsai
piapils lie is going (q Icai'. thons, lie says, I go
illito Mny Father andl yoîsr Fatlicr.ui Christ is tIse
Eider brother. Wbcn. tbey told. him. that lais
nieller and brethresi -wer waitisg ta sue him, )ne
said, "-Tse> that do tise will of my Father are asay
brethiren.s'

Rtenmcuber, tise boy-Christ vas but twelve years
old vison lie asked the question, Il Vist ye ziot 1
isut le about an> Fsitlier's buiess?"

Ir' we seo a precept ini Cirist'a teschiisg that
beara liard on tise fleula let tu remeauber tiacre in
noinevisere &. pronsise ta. encouragé obedience to it,
and User. in al»e ti. exanspie of tbe Master lainuuf
for us tefollaw. Let u ia' oncatew sm
asnd tse examsple with the prevept.

A STOUY FOR CIIILISTMAS EVE.
NIosT chil(hIQ5 harves sceasu Cet stsa't'e and

aaas kasio% tiisat tise pretty asnd piesusasit custoits of
)iaasgilimg gifts 011 its beuglis tempis fronst Gera.isy;
buit pes'inîs few hasvas ieaîda or rend tise story Limat
is toid te littie Giermsait cijdres rcsspectiag the
origisi of titis custoisi. Tise stoi'y ila called fllie
llte Stratager.
li a sisaul cottage oit tIse borda'rs of a foi-est

iivedl a pour la>bourser. lio lii a wife anad two
clsiildrci. Vie boy>s ninse n'as Vaicuitiie, anîd tise
Iliri -,vas carsi' Mary i tisy vare obedienat, good
chlsdrus, tand< a greut coiafort ta tiscir parcents.
One wister evessiis tiais hanppy littie fassniiy ivere

Sitting quietly a'otad tise iicaa't tiie sasow assa tise
wind rngissg outside, whsite tite> mte tiiiir stipper of
dry bscad, wiscs ru geistie tnp was )iscrisd osa tise

wilstIONw, anud a hilili uoice catied front wvitiout '
IlO let aise in, pray i I ans a poor littie cisilul isit

aaotlsiîg to eat nd as0 onteue to go to, ausd I sisall
die of cold raid isusger unless yeu let site an 1

1Vaulcntinse anid %[îuary jiipcd up fr'ont tise tableie
aud s'as te openi the deor, sayissg, IlConse fis, peer
littie ciid, Mwe lave asot aasucla to give Yeu, but irlirt-
cî'er w> :lav'e we wilI sisare ivitis you."

lise stn'iii,,t-'.cliiidl enlisse is> andl warasscd lsis celai
liasds ansd féet nt tise lisre, anad tise ciidreui gave
liiss the best tiaey iud te cat. After suppes' tisey
srui<, l'You assust be tiscd, too, poor ciailcl ; lie down.
on> our bcd ; we cra sicep on tlae bcssch for osie
silst."

So tlaey took tlscur littleguiest ite their sleeping-
reoat, laid hias oit thse Led, cos'escd lien oves', asad

srrid ta crscla o' ser, Il Ien' tlîaasktfUi WC' otiglt ta bc
we have wîasass roouss and a cosy bcd, whle Litis
poer cld hias oni>' licau. for Isis roof aaud tise cold
crth for bsis steeliiasgplace."

Wiaca tisîir frutier andi niotîser %venst ta bcd,
Mfary3 nd Valenîtinse lruy quaite cossteiitedhy ois tIse
beacl asear tise tire, sruyiîg, befoi'c tie>' feui aslecp,
",Tise sts-atig<rchsilci xvil be se hsappy to-ssiglit iii
bsis n'asis bcd."

Tîsese kiasd cshiren al unot slcpt xiany lieurs
befaae Mary nwoke, andi seftly wlsispcred te lier
brotlaer, IlVaulentinec, darr! wîke, raid listen ta tise
sweet sissic under tibe xwnîdew ! e

Miaen Valeustiue rui>ied Isis eyes and listetieci.
It was swect nausie iu(Ited, ausd soundued like benu-

tiult voices siasging ta tise tauca of a harp:

-0, Holy Cisilti, we grect tsee ! )sriagiusg
SiSit ats'iiua of harp to ad oser siasging.

Tise chlldrea iistened, whaile a soleman joy filled
tîseir liearts ; tiscai tlsey stqeppe(d softiy te tIse
%vissdow te se whso naiglit bc withaout.

In tie Easst wa.s a streak of rosy dawn, anti in
its ligit they stw a group of ciidsen standing
before thse bsouse ciothcd ia silver garnients, holidinsg
golden iiarps iuitiseirhlands. Ansazed.it tîsis sigit,
tise clsildrca wcre gaszing stili eut of the wiisdow,
wien a ligbit tap craused thiaci ta turn roundc. Tisere

stood tise sitrasagcr-chiid before tlacm clrsd in a goldesn
dress, wita a gieasising radiaasce rousu his curling
isair. 111 ain tise little Clsrist-clild," lie said,
"v ho wanders tiarouga tise 'world briasgiaag peunce
and iappiiîess ta good cildren. You took mie ia
anal cared for aise titis night vion yoa. tisouglit I
vas oni>' a poor chilal, arsd nov you sisl bave w>'
blessiasg for isat y'ou have donc.»

A fir-tree ga'ew near tise houre; from tais la.
broke a, twig, whaich lie pianted lin thse ground, u.y.
ing, "lTIis twig siail becomse a tree, ani "iul
bring forth fruit year bX year for you.n

No sooner Lad he dône this tisan lie vanished,
and wits hlmi the littie choir of angels. But thUe
flr-branch grev, and became &. Christmaa-tre an4
on ite branches buaant gÎlien auis md ailier autit
evet7 Chritsu tid.


