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%vriters 'viîd is perha ps tnieqtialled and

l)alla<ls of Mloore, .\ antan, I Xivis, ( alla-
1h1), ;, \Villiains,ý ( irald ( rilfin, L'o-

ver, Ferguison, simmloixs, I rViiî, Mis. R.-
W \ Wi Idc, J. Keet!ga n, ani idali hst ofi uthlers,

f'ortil a ~'îtbc/iesauxu of thlis specîc-;
of po~klconp sition, lieside xVhi irl
l> eicy's Reius'and Scott's H* Brde~r

Song, - lase t1leir l-ire. Ihey aie gený
eraily chara~cterii.ed by strenigtil u't hought,
depth of teeliiig, eîîergV of e\pressýioi, an)d
a sin-gular ielî>dy of ver:ilicatioîî, wvhichi
Ieîwls thein an ese l i iiiii. They
ev'idene'-t lieir athlors' Ci)j' 'ymciiit aI the
.i\[uses' rarest ilfi, the t nie moctit insp ira-
tion, that inspiration, bliort tif diîratîon
because of its v'cr) iiîtensity, whhhl thrills
the ins 1iired natul e ta Ille cave, ani which
ilaiîsts itsult iii al jieil, b' tlle
syiipathy it ei)geiiders in tlie reader*s
breast withi the senîtimenîts cNp)ressed.

,Their excellence iwoîild l>e Iletter iippic-
cizated by îluotat(>n. of the mlore bealtitîl
ballads atniiug tîleii, bat as sîlace %vil1 flot
admit af this, a referetîce ta the treasuire-

clî.iburs whe.rein the), are stored itist
suiue. Both Edward Hayes an,! Jahn
BaYle U'elyhave al1lectud these ballads

and caîniuiled theni iuta volumes, wI)ich
one neyer tires of reading. Scott says
lie reniembers the tree heneath %\hase
shade lie tised ta spend whale days lot
ta the warid, feasting uipon Percy's
" Reliques of Old Englishi Poetry.'* Ans'-
anc wlho %vill lay doawn Percy s "Reliqutes"
and take up 1Hayes' " Irish ]3alads," if lie
be iibucd with Scau's ]oye far balladry,

A natewortliy feature in Irish ballad
paetry is its ii)fit)ite v'ariety af iinetre,

wlierein i. differs iroili tl)at af mast atiier
lanids. Iii bath Lackhart's Sllaiisli tran)s-
lations anid Percy's ''Reliques, tlle verses
are marked by a wearisanie sarneness of

inietre ali ost tiiraughau t these valurmes.
Ini the Irisli sangs flot only is the varicty
of mietre rernarkable, but the nieladiaus
flawv of the verse is iii maîn- cases unsur-
passed i) tlle lnguage. Witlî what case
the numbers glide alon, and haov admir
alily ti)e rhyrnes -!imle in, in 1). F

\lcarh~" "Alice and lina :"
Ail(d ihelic ilan.zling isîre of tliehall iii whiclî

îhecy unîslter-
Vihre îiglit.st tlîanîiiîdls clusttr on1 tthe tiaashing
walls arc'und

\11d Ille lilyiîig andl atlvancing, andi tlie sighing ani
t he glaîiciiî)gl

And Ill liiNciic aixîl (lie îlanciiîg on the flowcer-in-
%VW)il > i l ind,

AndîI lit-aîgdî andîu the feasting, and the

I n l ii ihleir voice-, Ai are d1ruwned

Blit the îîîiriiî: no%% is lmnl-,Iing <here's a. pusIl.
ing andi arnli.,
Ilcea i wliganîd a1 crînsing, ilhrolngh tduit
goldell. fairy place,

\Vliceri.1 Veily cii lirîixig, like the slowv and
suentiltin

I,> 1a shilling capon (Iiling :îcruss Ille inlooli's pale
face,

Fui there st, gentle Una, fiiresi qien of fairy
race,

1i1 lier heanîy, anid lier nîajesty anîd g1ra1ce."

.\nid ag.lin nate the mlL-lady and case af
rh)ythi <if R. W. Williaias' '' Fainies of
Ktuickslietoiîie'

Agvne!advaiîce !for a faevcldance,
Ere. Il- cle î po cuip is ue*r

Froti a nnluuiscolle shaIl i r pi pers droile,
'l'lie sward our ehstic lonr

Wlîile <lic 'iiik-lu: liohîs liik frantic course
t )cer w ''ccl andl i, iiutin f-111,

Andi tlie 13ansh1es crniîi a rliyîlîiîiic rune
Fro th ile criinibliîîg, ivied wall!

'l'lie strict adaîîtability ai il)ctre ta the
theine is aiiather paiint wvarthy af note.
Ili the patiietic and emigrant ballads tlîis
is specialiy evidetît. J. C. Mangan is
particulariy fcctind ini plaintive nietres,
Vet Thomias D)avis lias pcrhaps eclipsed
even Iiimi in >' M~y Grave," anc stanza af
wliich runs tlîus:
"Sliall tliey bntry nie in tlhe Palace Toîihs,

Oir miduer tlie sliaile of (atlieilraluîne?
Sivcet *tw'ere iii lie on Italy's shore

N\.et îiut dicte, nior in Grecce, iloîgli Inve it more.
In tlic wvîlf or tlie vîilture îîiy grave sîxaîl I lind ?
Sliall nxly aslies cireer 011 Ilie %imrlul-seciîxg wvini ?
Slill <licy fling ii ci>rî)e ii tlie ])aille îîîomîîd,
Wliereci'lils lîîsnl lie nindcr the gnomnd ?

Jnist as dliey faîl diey are bniried so-
0J, nou! 0, nil!

A veini af sadness is traceable throughi
nearly ail lrishi sang, and it is in the
pathetic ballad tliat the rarcst gei))s af
verse are ta lbe fund. Doubt!ess tlie
tenor af Erin's histary is accauntable in a
great degree, for th e daniîaîce af this sad
cliard in the nation's lyre. Amaong these
plaintive effusians a few% af the mare
deeply tauching are Maare's " She is far
frai the L and *," 1). F. McCarthy's "The
Irishi Enîigrant's 'dllir ;" J. Keegan's

" 'lic J-llly anc1 lvy Girl ;» " 'Thei )ying
G;irl " by R. 1). Willianms, and 1' The
Exile's Request " by T. D. iMcGee.


