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The question is beginning to lie seriously agitated liy many Chbristioo
Are funerals lawful on the Sabbath î The question is very ÏMPOI t'e
Burying the dead is purely secular work. Conveying a dead biody t'?
hurying ground-depositing it in the grave, and covering itU,
much secular work as sowing and reaping, and gathering the grain
the garner. Its lawfulness, then, in any particular case, is wholly 8
tion of necessity. Could the burnal not be attended to on the pe
day, or deferred tili the day following, then it is lawful on the Sabb)g
IBut if, on the other handy there lie no absolute necessity for it o»' the

Lord's day,-if there lie no insuperalile difficulty to hinder the b1]Xr <

sorne other day,-if it lie appointed on that day sirnply as a ,,atteir
convenience, or in conformity to custom, or in anticipation ofa
gathering, then it is a violation of the holy Salilath. The devotl .~,
exercises in connexion with the bunial can no0 more give it a rel'
character a.nd make it harmonize with the design of the Sabbath
prayers and exhortations in the hay field could make it morallY
for the farmer to mow and cure his grass on the Lords day. A

valublelesonin regard to the respect that is to lie shown t h
bath, may lie learned from the example of the holy women who foU'>
the Redeemer to the cross, and saw Rum die. A.lthough they had "Prr
pared sweet spices that they znight corne and anoint Hm," yet the
bath was too sacred a day for even such an operation as that. Te Swe
epices, though previously prepared, must remain unapplied;thOJ
body of their loved Saviour and Master must remain unanoint5,1
they inight «rest the Sabliath day according to the commandiet>
respect for l«the day that the Lord hath made" constrained thes8'
women t> leave their Saviour's biody unanointed, tili the Salibbatl
paut, is it not seenily that Christians now should leave their desd
buried, that they may rest the Salilath day "1according to the'
mandment." wY

The Salibath requires, moreover, an entire cessation from aillW i
recreation8 and pleasures, even such as are lawfuI on the other dale
the week. It is true that the Salibath is preeminently a day of
Commemorating the most joyful event that ever occurred ini the
of the world, and typifying the rest that remains for the people of
it je intended to lie a joyful day bo the saints. "'This je theW
the Lord hath made; we will lie glad and rejoice in it." WaitiVg9
,God in the ordinances of is graoe, their soul is satisfied as with
row and fatuces and they "lpraise Hulm with joyful lips."

The Salibath, hoWever, je not a day for camnai enjoymeut. It
a day for recreation and inerriment, any more than for secular bO
11Finding thine own pleasure " je no more allowed than Ildoing thille'>
ways." 'Complixnentary visiting of friende jewholly foreiguttlO 0%0h
of the Sabliath. And yetalas! towhat a melancholly extentIO. lit
holy day of the Lord" » ecularized in this way ! How rnany r''-
simply as a weekly holiday, aud speud ita sacred houre in worldlY a
mente, eoxnplinientary visiti2ng of acquamntances, aud çxcursious fot
recreation! How mauy profeeeing Chrietians spend one> porti>» ýeîf~
day in the formai devotions of the Sainctuary, and devote the me1»ý9
bo the pureuit of worldly pleasure '1 Such pereons violate the cF"


