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falling into the streamts in well-peopled
districts; but these processes cannot be de-
pended upon to remove the typhboid infec-
tioni. Tlhis inifectioni passe., fromi the
patient to our surface-waters (lirectly by
the sewers, or it drains through the soil
with the subsoil water, ani reaches the
surfae on some lower level. Of course in
eitier case it riay be lost in the mass of
water in whic'h it is difiisel, luit it was not
so lost aut Plymu>outh nor at Lauzen. To
protect the citizen and staip out this fever,
it Shoiful be inîade the dutv of* es ery mxîed-
ical iman who attends a case of fever to see
that the e:reta are disinfected before
being consigied to the sink, Cesspuol or
sewers, and the utmiuost care in this regard
should be taken in ca-eo occurring on a
water-shed %\ hiei is utili/.ed for a public

-ulIry. So far as mur knowsledge goes,
-tsswaue would bue deprived of that Wlitih

undher ordinarv cnditions, conustitutes its
only dangerous eleinent, were this systemit
of iedrooml disinf<ction eI-iciemly prae-
tised.

Local autithorities such as wvater compan.
ius aid b oards, citiztns' coimmittees,
health i oards and connsioners, siould
exer(i-t a jealous guard over the water-
Supply , but il) maiy inîstances tiest
would be powerless withot> the intervenl-
tion aiid co-operation of the authorities of
t he State. Massachusetts. Illinois, and
Minnesota have already taken steps in this
direction. In the first-maentioned State the
Boa d of lealth is invested vith the
-general supervision of the water-supplies.
No sewage, drainage, excremient, or other
refuse or piolluting matter of such kind or
amount as-either by itself or it connec-
tion with other natter-will corrupt or
impair the purity of a water used for dom
estic purposes, is pernitted to be delivered
into a water-course or anv of its feeders
within twentV miles above the point
where a water-sujulv is taken. Upoi the
application of a citv or town to the
Suprene Court, alleging the pollution of
its water-supply in violation of law, an
injiunction may ie issud, or the polluting
stilutainces required to be so cleaned or
purified that they shall be no longer dele-
terious. The limit of twenty miles in this
law is a defect, but sanitary legislation is a
thing of slow progress, and our friends in

Massachusetts undoubtedly secured as.
imuch as was possible for them to obtain at
the tiie.

The board is required to examine the
waters from timte to titte, for the purpose
of ascertaining whether they are adapted
for use as doiestic water supplies, or are
likely to impair the initerests or imperilthe
Ialt h of of the publi. It is required to
condict experiimenits to determine the best

practicable mîethods of purification, of
drainiage, and of the disposal of refuse,anîd
to reconnuend measures for the preserv-
ation of the purity of the waters. More-
over, it is the legally constituted adviser
of cities. towns, corporations, firmis, or iii-
dividuals, in matters pertaining to the
introduction of water supplies or sewerage
systemîs, making use of its knowledge and
facilities on their behalf in regard to source
and quality of w'ater and nethods of sew-
age disposal, having regard to the present
and prospective needs and interests of
other commuiities or individuals that
m»ight be atfected thereby. The -approval
of the board is a legal requireinent to the
consideration by the Legislature of any
application for authority to introluce -1y
system of water supply or sewerage.

The boarti is also empowered to consuit.
with and advise those engaged, or intend-
ing to enigage, in any mîuanîufacturing or
otier business as to the best practicable
mnethod of intercepting, purifying, or dis-

posing of any drainage or refuse thlat
nightresult fron the business to the detri-
ient of the waters of the State. It is
required to bring to the notice of the
attorney-general all instances which may
coue to its knowledge of omission to coi-

ply wit existing laws respecting the pot*
lution of water supplies and inland waters ,
and to report to the Legislature any
specific cases not covered by the provisions
of existing laws which, in its opinion, call
for further legislation. Fiially, and very e
materially, the board is provided with
funds to sustain the corps of engineers,
chemists, and inspectors, whose labors are
needful to the proper performance of its
duties.

The report of the board's proceedings
under these heads, submitted tu the Legis-
lature in January of this year, shows the
excellent work that niay be accomplislhed


