
lion to bide a defeet iii soiethilig we hnvc t'O yielded to, somietinmes resist-ed. Christ îvas
bcll ; or t'O " take it easy" wh ven a nîaster's eyc " in ail 1wi»fti"I temipted likce as ive are, except
t3 absent. These tlîoîîghts are soniet-imes 1that iîî îo case did He yield,

1 . T6,nptationii i the wilderne%. vs. 1.4.
LFSON PLAN. II. Temptation o11 the Temple R~oof, vs. 5-7

tIll. Temptation on the Mountain Top. vs. 8-11.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.
1 Lod un of the Soirit.-Just as theî 2. Fasted forty davs.-His arolnv in the

Spirit Ieads ns. If oxue werc newly appointed
as S. S. Teachier to a very difflouit class ; or as a
missioaary, to a savage, catinibal people, and
bis hu.maîî nature sbranuk froîn it, lie would
natnrally wish to get away aloile ; to think, to
pray. He woîîld umot -ishi others near. And
yet, tlîat very wvishi w~ould bie the Spirit's lead-
iîig,Ps. 37 :23. Ribm. 8 ; 14. Snj iith Christ.
nFroni the quiet of private life He hîud just beeiî
publicly set apart to His great work. With al
Its diffienities that îvork arose before Him, the
cross at the farther eud. How naturalthat jnst
at this point H1e woul(l like to get away froiin
mon, and so, He hnrries aivay to the wilderness
to bo alone. He followvs Bis own will, and yet,
ne, with us, it is the Spirit's lcadiîîg. H1e is filled
<ý%ith the Spirit, and iii proportion ns tho wîill
of mein is sarreîîdered to God and they are filled
wvith Bis Spirit, their thîolngts and %iîli are
the Spirit's thîougit and Nvill, and their nets arc
'Hic ieading.

To be tempted cf the DeviII,-Thc devii
iisîed above ail tlungs to prevent Christ carry-

ing out Bis ivork of redeeming man froni
j*itaus bondage ; aud the I{oly Spirit, to
enable Christ in Bis hîunîn nature to cx-
-perience what meni have to bear, thiat He înighit
be able to sympathize ivith themu %vheu they

,ýare tempted, gave Satan full opportunity to,
Put any thonghts lie wishied into the rnind à!
Christ.

Tixese e.houghts wonld lie thîoughts of shriîuk-
ing froîn the liard task before Hum, just as with

,-us. In t-be Garden, îvhen the keenest suffering
,of Bis life îvas very near, He -%vas in an agony,
sîveating as if drops of blood, and Be prayed
~.If itbe possible, let this caip pass froi mne."),
*Tiagony in the Gardenu hnhso ra

that troubled Bis human nature, w iere no
-doltthe saine. timat troubled Bii for forty

-dasin the -îvilderîuess ; Bis human nature
,shrin)kiiîg froni drinking the life cnip uow set
before Him. These thîoughts of fear and

- shrinking 3taîwas pernlittedI to put iito Bis
-mmnd.

gardon îvas great. In the wilderness the saie
thonghits, the shirinking froîin the bitter cil,),
thliglits persistently put thero and kept there
by Satan, so worried, and troub'ed im tixat
for forty days Hie was ini snch unrest of mind
tliat Hofeli o huxîiger. So it is -with men.
In turnes of intense aîîxiety or excitenient,
bodily wants are forgotten and mneal. tinie
passes unheeded. Flow intense inust have 'beçn
the struggle going on in the mmid of Christ.

He afterwards hungered.-atan.fmdi(-
ing it useiess t-o continue putting snch
tboughits into His inid, left Min for a littie.
Witlî colin and peace .9f mmiid camne a sense of
Bis bodily w'vants. With us there may be a
strnggle of mind over sorne duty, but whlen
,%vith the Spirit's hielp there is the decisioiî t«
go forward at any cost, there is peace. fie îvho
ivas putting tholiglits into the mmnd, Dot coin
pletely ini accord Nvith God's'%vill, gives -up the
effort as useless, and caîni and peace rettirns.
The dcvii, resisted, foces. So it %vas witbi Christ

3. When the temptercame.-He liad
Pg(ync for a littie.tinie, now hie retuirns and tries
another plan.

If Thou be-Comrnand.-How natumuly
snob a tlionght w'ould corne to Christ, as to uis
if in luis place. He is very huagry and think-
ing how He -îvill get sonie food. The thonght
cornes to Humi: "I 1 ave just bef-n deelared to be
the Son of God. If so, I con turn these stones
into bread aind eat thîcîn. Why flot dla it ? " Biu t
as Ife thîînks, a verse of Scriptîîre oecurs to
Hijm, " It is writiee.u P;a-. shall not live by
bread alone, " etc. 1'ýud brotîglbt nie here and
iBe iih care for nie ir. -Ws owNv -îvaýy. And He
does not carry out the thoiight that had corne
to Him. Re trusts the God Nvlio led Hlmi
there, to provide for Huai when He is tlîere.

5. Devil takoth Himn.-Tlhe Spirit led
I-iiii into the ivilderneeýs, v. 1 ; and the devii
took Hiîui to Jerusalein, Y. 5. These are but
two sides of the saine act. The devii wishied to
have Christ in both cases. The Spirit suffered
Humi thns far and iii 1-is own way led in hoth
cases.


