
David for sorne cause was dissatLsfied with rend~s forty thousand footruen. Trhe Syrac

joab, or the enemnica werc too formidable for vcirsion gives us here vcry rizasonable numbes

Joab to Cap w- th, David places himseif ait the inmlY, '< Sezer hundred chariots, four thout-

hcla Of the army. 18. Seven hundred sand cavairy and much people." <Puipit

chariots-The parallel passage in i Chr. i:9. Çom.) 19. Servants to Hladarezer-This

:8 has seven tbousand. The errors of copy- gves us some idea of Hadarezer's -ra;pwr

ists 'arise from the practice of designating Mh klngs-The petUy kings of eehob, Tob,

mimerais by letters wxth onq or more dashes arid lbfaaàh now ackno"vledged the suprenlacy

to indicate hundreds, thousands, etc. Forty of Davidi and became tributary ta, him.

thousafld horsemnefl-Ifl i Chr. 19: i8 it

PRACTICAL LESSOt4S.

i. Once agaiin we ar-e ltught the kesson of' rate it Svould be better ta, assume that people

daim.' good ta the ch/id for the parent's sakc. intend to be friendly towvards us until %ve have

WVe lîave no record elsewhere of the kindness clear evidence that they intend hostility.

shown to Daiid by the now deceaseti king of Whea the master of Naaman the Syrien seat

Amamon, ta which reference is made at the a letter to the king of Isael, desiring earnestly

opening of this chapter, but it was doubtless that Nanan hé cured of thie icprosy, that king

sanie good turn donie during David's exile. suffered great mibery through imagining that

David did not forge the kindness, and upon i the kinr of Syrift, under pretence of asking a

heariflg the news of his denth, sent mnessengers, service,4'vas really seeking a cjuarrel with him.

with words of condolence ta the son. Death 1So here the Ammonlites brought great trouble

revives land quickens aur memory of good deeds upon themselves by imagining David's message

done towarcis us. No t anly is this the case Imeant hostility. Lt is not a good siga to be

when those near and dear to us are taken away over-slspicieus of motives and actions

and we see in- a new light the countiess deeds towards us, and it is fruitful of much unneces-

of love they have done for us aimost unnoticed sary suffering.*

at the time, but often a death notice in some 4. Colfiis ar-e samnedinies foreed utpu lis

paper from a distance %viil cause somne memnory algainst aur w «Il. Dav-id's wars are many of

of a kindness done by the one ciecenseci towards! theni defensive rather tht>' ,,Tec;ve and aggres.

us. Thus David's resolution was vivified bere sive, and therefore more easily 'ustified.« even

and hie sent, for the father's sake, messages Of ta those wbo appose war, Seif-preservatian

synipatby ta, the son. Lt is sometimes ail that seems tai be one of the instinc.b of lîfe, and

%ve can do, but this wve ought ta do> and we hence self defence, evea ta the p oint of via-

shall'fiad a meianchgiy pleasure in speking or Ilonce, is justifiable. The law holds a man

writing ta the child of the good dee swrought 1blamnelesa who, tven kilîs another under circumn.

for us by the parent; W~e should be weil dis-. stances which justify him that be is in imminent.

posed ta the child for the father's salte. 'danger of bis own life ait the hands of that

2. Oui- actians, donc withi the besi inteit- other. In tbis case the insuit offeréd, ta David's

tions, are of1icu îniscon!stfl<dniisiîlferped 'messengers, grass and wanton as it was, seemed

Actions we intend as friendly offices are saine- ta come ta David as a deliberate declaration of

tinies looked upon a., hostile deionqtrations. hostility, in the face of which hie had ta, prepare

This wvas the case here. David sent messengers for war. WNhen unjustly attacked, wvithout aur

on a peaceful and even mournful errand, and'giving any provocation, there is a place where

they wvere treated as spies speciaily sent by him, non-resistance cesses ta, be a v'ittup.

for hostile purposes. Thus frequentiy, in one ffotîaeweweaurgcorg

way or other, aur actions are misunderstoad. 5i. oqIt b> ~eisfriiaewn ta tca lofie courage

This was a constant grief ta aur biessed Lard i oyitý el otelfis oivs

himself. Once hie wrought a great miracle Joab, though ia many ways a fierce anad relent-

wit-beefientintntons an th mutitdeless man, bad a strong ground on wbich. ta

wit beefientintntons an th mutitdeappa ta the valor of bis mon when bie said:

tbought hie had dispiayed. bis power for a pur Ietu play the men for our poople anrd for

pose and attempted ta malte him a temporal the cities of aur God.» IlThrice is hoe armed

king. Perhaps part af the abject of that that hath bis quarrel just, says the poet.

specal mbasy fora eava tatheMounaraThere is a divine side ta patriotisai. Another

of Transfiguration was ta comfort Christ nith poet emphiasizes that when he puts it the

the assurance that bie was understoad in beaven mouth of the Roman soldier the words:

if not oa the earth. The servant is not abovem

bis Lord in this. We will be misundersltiod And how cari man die better

at times. The best course is ta, act so as ta Thau facing fearffl odde

leave little, if any, excuse for misunderstaiiding, For thre aubes of bis fathers

and then go satisfied that God knows aur And thre temples of bie Gode."

intentions are good. >Gdadm ih"i oddvc o h

3. We bring great diseovifort &~nd troueble I o n yrgt"i oddvc o h

upourselves b>' being , su.5cur. naons shedif we always remnember its full

would malte life easier for us ta thinli that nvn meaning. Let ail aur confiicts be on the side

intend ta do.us goad rather than evil. At any of Gbd and home and humanity.


