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following each othor with such frightful rapidity that it is| A, C. Abrans, in the usual order of servicos. It was alls in the basls of represontation In the Councll. The propo-
fmpossiblo to take up a newspapor without the eyo falling| ploasant, and wo trnst profitablo sossion. L. . |sition Is that each congre;l;atlon shall be entitled to one

on some ghastly particular. The burning of the omigront
ship Cospatrick on its way Lo Now Zealand, and the terrible
sufferings of tho handful of survivors, who sustained lifo
only by drinking the blood and cating the lvers of their
dead companlons, Is & talo that may well mako the stoutest
heart shuddor. The death-rate in Glasgow last woek reach-
od the oxtraordinary figure of fitty por thousand; & degreo
of mortality which is mainly attributablo to the severity of
tho weathor.

‘T'he 18th of January, 1875, has beon fixed for a conforence
of Bishops and clergy at Lambeth Palace. Tho chief, pos-
sibly the only, subject for discussion, will be Eucharistic
Vestmonts. It is oxpected that this conference will bo very
largely attonded.

So far as our motropolis was concorned, the ycar 1874 took
its departure In sad attire. A darkness as of night reignod
over the city during the whole of the previous day; lights
had to be lit in houses and places of business, and an at-
mosphoro of general depression provailed.

We learn from Parls that many accidents, some of them
of a fatal charaoter, ocourred there on New Year's day,
owing to the zerglas, as the French call it, which transform-
od tho streots into lakes of ice, as smooth and transpavent
as panes of glass; so that cabs and omnibuses came to a
standstill, and were left in the roads all night, while passen-
gers romained inside them to sleop, rather than risk their
necks by locomotion, Pedestrians were unable to maintain
their footling, and fell in alt directions. The hospitals were
soon full of pationts with broken arms and logs, besides
many corpses.

¥From all parts of England, and from nearly all tho coun-
tries of Europe, we hear that tho Winter has so far been
of quite exceptional severity. Tho peasantry of France
have suffered nothing like it since the memorable ycar of
the war. Heavy fogs havo weighed over Liverpool, Man-
chester, and other provinecial towns and cities, 1n the coun-
try traffic has been impeded, in some places entirely stop-
ped, by severe snow-storms. Tidings come to us from Scot-
land ot thousands on thousands of sheep being in imminent
danger of starvation through thelr pasture land haviwg been
frozen into vast iracts of ice. And we know what such a
Winter does to our muititudes of sick and poor. Our bills
of mortality lately, tell their own sad tale.

London, Jan. 7, 1875.

Churey News.

ALBANY.

Correspondence of The Church Journal and Mesgenger.

An informal conference at which free expression of
opinion was asked by the Bishop, was held recently at St.
Paul’s chapel, Troy. The occasion was to consider the
causes of apathy in the matter of supporting Diocesan
Missions. The conviction was oxpressed that the cause
was the tendency to extreme practices on the pait of many
who have been employed as missionaries, After much
consultation, it was decided that the Board of Missions,
in connection with the provision adopted at the recent
Convention to allow contributors to the missionary work
to designate to whom their offerings should be applied,
should recommend to those whom they should employ to
abstain from all practices which at present were the
cause of so much controversy. The procesdings were
characterized by the utmost courtesy and good feeling,
and much encouragement for the future was taken in re-
gard to the work of missions in the Diocese.

CENTRAL NEW YORK.
Correspondonce of The Church Journal and Messenger.

The Diocesan Conference closed its session this ev:n-
ing with a grand missionary meeting, interspersed with
speeches and appropriate music. The Sunday-school
Jubilee took place as appointed, at 5 P. n{, with a choral
service, or at least partially so, with addres.es. We were
sadly disappointed not to beable to be present at theses-
sion last evening when the Bishop gave his words to the
clergy. But as far as we havo been able to attend we
have very much enjoyed these exercises. The good rec-
tor and his kind people spared no pains to meke it a de-
light to us all, and the clergy depart wishing blessings
on their heads. Here, the Church is strong, aud is
showing its light by the building of S%. John's chapel,
only about one.mile from the parish church—a lovely
chapel reflecting credit upon -all -concerned. We learn
that there are missions in thiee othor points. And only
a few miles to the west another chapel is, also, alinost
ready for use. .So may we pray and work for the-time,
when t s Church will thus cover this Diocese as- tho wa-

ters cover-the sea. C.NY
Waterloo, Jan. 28th, 1875,

—
———

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA.
Corresponu .o0e of the Church Journal and Messenger,

The Northeastern Convocation held its regular session
in Grace church, Honesdale, this week, beginning Monday
and closing its exercises Wednesdsy evening. The Dean,
the Rev. A. A, Marple, and five other members from:
abroad, joined the new rector of this church, the Rev.

CONNECTICUT.
Corrospondence of tho OChurch Journal and Messcugor,

Berkerey Drviary ScHoon.—Within o fortnight the
students have beon favored with interesting addressesfrom
Bishops Neely and Morris, upon their respeotive fiolds.
The Atlanticand Pacific cousts alike call for more laborers..

Hartronn,—3t. Patrick’s church, the Roman Catholic
cathedral, was utterly destroyed by fire Sunday morning,
the 24th. Even tho stone walls, though standing, are
thought to be unsafe, and tho loss above insurance is
$75,000,

Watennury. —St. John's church, always generous, sur-
passed its usual liberality by contributing over $1600 in
response to a recont appesal from the Rev. C. W. Everest,
Associate Secrotary of the Society for the Increase of
the Ministry,

FOND DU LAC,
Correspondence of Tho Church Journal and Messenger.

The brief notice sent to you of the Primary Couincil of
the Diocese of Fond du Lac, was very good as far as it
went, but did not go a8 far as it ought. 'Ohne can-hardly
ovorlook the fact that, in looking for a name for the new
Diocese, the Council were solemnly asked to adopt that
of ““Northeastern Wisconsin” | We are fast restching a
juncture in the Church’s life in this country, which sug-
gests the query whether it would not be just as well for
the next General Convention to adopt, as the canonical
rule of Diocesan nomenclature, all the points of the mari-
ner’'s compass! This would provide an easy, if not a
Christian solution of every imaginable predicament for
years to come, and wounld have the wonderful advantage
of symboliziug to the world that the Church of our time
is “‘ entirely at sea.”

It has been stated in some of the secular papers that
the Rev. Leighton Coleman was elected as a ¢ compro-
mise candidate.” This is wholly untrue. He was not
openly nominated, nor was his name brought before the
Council any otherwise than by the quiet agreement of a
fow persons to vote for him, On the third ballot there-
after he received fourtcen out of sixteen clerical votes,
and on the fourth (after & few moment's consultation
among the laity) was chosen by every vote in the house,
both clerical and lay.

The new Constitution which was adopted by the Fond
du Lac Council, called forth but little debate, and re-
ceived vory high commendation from Bishop Welles.
One single feature of it desorves to be noticed, not mere-
1y because of its oxceptional character, but also by way
of explavation of a communication given below. There
is o provision in the Fifth Article that delegates to the
Council shall be communicants, and shall be elected by
‘‘the adult male communicants” of each congregation.
I have no desire to say arything in défence of this some-
what radical change, but simply to commend to the
thoughttul attention of your readers the remarks made
in the Council by Judge Gary of Oshkosh, who was an
invaluable member of the Committeo on Constitution
and Canons for the new Diocese, appointed at the last
Fond du Laoc Convocation. It is only necessary to add
that the argument was wholly impromptu, and is writ-
ten out for the press at the request of the Bishop pre-
siding, and & number of the clergy and laity. F. D, L.

MR. PRE3IDENT: The section now presented to tho Coun-
cil involves a very important change, and a considerablo de-
parture from all precedents that the Committee have exam-
ined. They doem it proper, therefore, that the nature of
the proposed change be fully explained, and the reasons for
it given, so that the Council may act upon it with a full un-
derstanding of its import and effect.

The first impoxtant change proposed in- this article, is in
the method of olecting delegates to Council. The Council
is the logislaturo—the law-making body of .the Church. In
civil affairs it would he a novel proposition, that citizens of
Illinois, Iowa, or other States, being with us, but not of us,
at the time of State elections, should vote for members of
the Legislature of Wisconsiu, or that foreignors acknowledg-
ing a foreign allegiance, should vote for members of Con-
gress. Yot in Church affairs wo have gone on hitherto un-
der a system which permitted membors of other religious
bodies, members of no religious body, men professing no
faith, and mon having no faith to profess in- Christ or His
religion, to select, aud until a recent period fo be themselves
the legistators for the Church. Here is an organization pro-
fessing to be the body of Christ—His Apostolic Church—.
permitting its legislature to be inflvenced, perhaps con-
trolled, by thoso who are not practically, often not theorot-

ically. members of if.
I know of no parallel, nor anything analogous to this in

any other institution of Divine or human origin. Could any |-

human institution survive under such a system ? Can any
institution, however Divine its-origin, be reasonably expect-
o1 to flourish under it.? j )

The proposition of the Committee is that dolegates to
Councils shall be clested by the adult male-communicants
of the respective congregations.

The proposition commends itselt to my judgment as one
bascd upon a sound logical principle, tundamental in its na-
ture, which cannot be violated without danger, in any organ-
ization; and lest some of my brethren of the laity should
susi)ect some grasping design of the ¢tlorgy in this provision,
T will say to them that it was prepared and inserted at m
suggestion, and not upca that of any clerical member or
membors of the Committeo. .

The secand jmportant shange proposed by the Committee,

"

dolegate, and an additional delegate for evory fift, communt-
cants; and that the delegates from overy congregation shail
vote, not In the aggregate as representatives of a congrega-
tion, but each ono as an Individual representative of that
part of tho Chureh In his congrogation. Each will be a rep-
resontative of the de fuclo members o the Church, who
will be represented somewhat in proportion to their num-
bers. Thus a principle will-bo carrled out, which is thobasls
of all constitutional representative bodles, of which I have
any knowledge. 1f any of our brethren of the clergy should
be inelined to object to this as giving an undue preponder-
ance to the lay vote in Councils, I would remind them that
& vote by Orders will always be sufliclent to preserve a due
equilibrium,

The Constitution of the Council under this provision would
be somewhat analogous to that of the Parlinment of En%—
land. When voting by Orders, the two Orders are praotical-
ly two houses, or bodies. The clcrﬁy are members in thelr
own right, like the Peors of England and the Hougo of Bish-

and the Church of the Dioceso. The Jay delogates are rep-
resontatives of constituents, members of -the same church,
in their respective congregations.

Such briefly is the plan reported by the Commitice for.the
Constitution of the Council of this Diccese, based, as I be-
lieve, on sound and just principlés. For, wo should bear in
mind, tho Council of & Diocese does not exist for the same
purposes as the vestry of a parish.

The organized parish is a corporation under the. statutes
of the State. Thore is much reason why all the mhembers of
tho corporation, whether communicants or not, should have
& voice in the manngeinent of its corporate affairs.

But the organized Church {s a corporation under the law
‘of God, or it is & sham and delusion. It is'hard to diséover
any good reason why-those who are not of it, who-neither
acknowledge its authority, nor profess to submit themselves
to tho law and rule of its Founder and Liying Head, should
claim, or desire to have any part-in its legislation,

We submit the plan, hoping that it will commeud.itselt to
the judgment of the.Council. If it dces not, such amend-
ments can be made as the better judgment of this Council
shall dictate.

-:l‘-ho word *one’’ was changed to ¢ two'* by the Council before adoptiov.

‘We see it stated in the papers that the vestry and con-
gregation of Trinity church, Toledo, Ohio, have strong-
Jy vrged their rector, the Rev. Mr. Coleman, to .denline
the Bishopric of Fond du Lac, in Wisconsin.

10WA,
Corresponder.cce of The Church Journal aud Messengor.

The Northern Distriet Convocation assembled m St.
Luke’s church, Cedar Falls, on Tuesday evening, the
19th ult.

The opening sermon was preached by the Rev. Thos. B.
Kemp ; after whichan address of welecome from the rector
of the parish, responded to by the Dean, who after afating
the obhjcetssought to be attained by Convocation, and after
the- singing of & hymn, closed the service with prayer
and benediction, A:short business session was then held,
and an adjournment had to 10 A. M, on Wednesday,
when divine service and Holy Communion was celebrat-
ed. The sermon was by the Rev. A. A. Butler.

At 2:30 o’clock there was a second business session; at
which time, among other important matters, a resolution
was adopted calling upon the Standing Committee of the
Diocese, to invito Bishop Whipple, or some other Bish-
op, to visit the parishes in this district, as soon after
Easter as convenient. And a second, heartily ajproving
the effort being made to place the Iowa Church Mission-
ary on a firm basis, and personally agreeing to do all we
can to increase its circulation. In the evening the ser-
mon wag by tho Rev. J. 8. Reed, Dean of the Western
Convocation. After which stirring addresses were méde
by the Rev. Mesa:s. the Dean, C. H. Seymour of Dubu-
que, F. E. Judd of Yowa City, and Thomas B. Kemp of
Independence, which wen{ Lome to the hearts of all
present, as the sequel will show. T

On Thursday morning the sermon was preached by
the Rev. F. E. Judd, followed by an address by the
Rev. A. A. Butler; at the close »f which the zealous réct-
or, in a few well chosen remarks thanked the Convoca-
tion and visiting brethren for their presenceand codpera-
tion, and after & brief response from ‘the Dean, the con-
gregation was dismissed with prayer and benediction, all
joining in the Lord’s Prayer.

At the last business session, a delegation from the
parish, headed by the rector, after having held’ a confer-
ence of the congregation: were sent to ask Convocation to
hold »-mission in their parish at as. early a.date as con-
venient, to which all present acceded ; and Wednesday,
May bth, was desiguated as the time, holding over -untii
Monday, Mr~ 10th ; on the evening of.which day, the
next regular meeting of Convocation convenes in St.
James’s church, Independence. Thus closed whet all
felt to be a wise and precious meeting of our Convocation.

The whole Diocese of Iowa is alive to the.importance
and magnitude of the work before-them, sud althongh
we, like Rachel, mourn ovei’our orphaned conditivn, weo
feel that our sainted Bishop and leader, though dead,
yot speaketh. JUxTA,

LOUISIANA. - _
On the evenirg of Septuagesima Sunday, Jan. 24, 1875,
the Bishop of New Mexico, acting at the requost of the

Y | Bishop of Louisiana, baptized the Rev. J. Gardor Miller,
late a Methodist minister, and # bsequcntly confirmed

him, with thirty-four others,

ops in General Convention, representing only themselves -

-



