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on to groater conformity to the image of His
holiness who, though He was God overall bless-
od for ever, was still, during all the days of his
carthly pilgritnage, meck and lowly in heart.
‘Tho love which had existed between Mr. Cramp-
ton and his late sister Liad been unusually tonder
and deap, for the earthly bond of human rela-
tionship had been strengthened year after year
by their growing sympathy and closer union as
members of the mystical Budy of Our Loxd
1fe looked upon her not only with affection but
reverence, as he marked in her life the many
tokens it oxhibited of Jikeness to that Savionr
whom she loved and followed. And when trial
md disgrace fell upon her, and crushed her son-
sitivo but patient unrepinicg spirit, even to
death, bo felt her loss with a degree of acuteness
which is not easily deseribed. While he mourn-
ed deeply over the rending of his atlections oc-
casioned by her unexpected death, the circum-
stances which had produced it added bitterness
to his cup of sorrow, for it reflected the stigma
of her husband’s conduct upon their bhitherto
spotless name.

It was here that the cross cut him most
sharply, and it was because it did so, that he
was afterwards able with truth to say, that even
that most bitter afilictionhad been guod for him,
When ho Jooked with an inward gaze upon his
own soul and asked why so sad and ceaselessa
ery should be night and day going up from his
wounde spirit, he found that it was not only
for tho loss of his sister that he mourned, but
for the deadly blow thathud been-inflicted upon
his own pride; and when he compared his feel-
ings in this respect with tho self-abasement of
our Lord, and with that of thousands of Ilis
sainty, who were contented to bo held as the
off-scouriugs of tho eartl, it unfolded to him
such views of his own infirmity and sin as led
him fo cling with a firmer and more thankful
arasp o the cross of that blessel Redesmer,

Saviour of the lost.

Seon after be had removed his orphan niecs,
and now his adopted danghter, from Welford
in-the-Vale to his own home, he met with ¢
other trial in the-death of his much loved
venertted friend and pastor, theVicar of C'l.i
leigh, in whick parish hi property was w3, 'g
Ilo bad been an eainest, simple-hearted,. 8
devoted man, whose heart was full to-ov

who i~ the true friend of the sinful and the only !
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_guished.

ingawith ‘deep-love to-our Lord aud to the souls
of those who, as members of His body wystical,
wore one with Him. o was a man of ripe
g Volaiship, and well and widely known in the
€ arch as a souud and learned diving} but to

ave seen bim among bis sural flock, one might
have casily supposed that he had wvo thought in
the world beside tho one anxious, all-absorbing
caro.to lend them onwards in tha ways of faith
and holiness, Xhe income of his viearago was
small, the property which had been consecrated
to tho uso of God's heritage having at the time
of the Reformation beon diverted from its holy
purposa and given to the lny impropriator, a
nobleman who never resided in tho parish. His
style of living, however, though respectablg, was

“more humble than bis means, for Lo looked upon,

it as a duty, practically to. protest against the
growing luxury of the age, and the spirit of
expense and rivalry by which it was distin-
1is kindness to tho poor was &s aun-
Lounded as it was judicious, and yet, notwith-
standing all bis charities, ho still found means,
in conjunction with Mr Crampton, to eftuct
some few important stops towards the restoration
of the parish church, which, without being re-
markalle, was a goud though sadly dilapidated
and disfigured specimen of those rugal sanctua-
ries which 1ise in their holy beauty over all -the
land, and amidst the Lurry and vicissitudes of

_this world, speak, though with silent tongues, of

the rest and uuchnngcableuess of the world un-
seen.

‘Loo soon—as iLscemed to-man’s short-sighted
vision—too soon for the good of Christ's Church
on earth, was he taken to the rest that remaineth
for the people of Gud, in that paradise, which
has been sanctified by the sojourn of our Lord’s

human and disembodied spirit, and where the ]

souls of the righteous await in blissful but long-
ing anticipation the day of the resurrection.  «

The new vicar was duly appuinted, and very
svon after he made his appearance at-Carlford-
leigh. Mo was a young man, tolemb;y goo&
lovking (a fact of which He sgag o
nnconscxous), extremely eoc]




