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being variowsly estimated at from mx to twelve thousand in pumiber,
The Shikams vest cante over the momtams, then a wild, {icree, nuater-
ous and powerlul tube; but who, though stll more numerous than the
Mpongwes, have almost literally sold themselves out, aml are scattered
wmong the border towns of the Mpongwes and Bakibis,  Tlis laxt named
tnbe came over the ptountas yet later, overpowenng the Slukams, nod
are the pancial accupants of the branches of the Gaboon.  They thus
tar know bat hule of trade, have had httle to do with rum, the great bane
of these tnbes, and are i many-respeets a promsming people,  Wakn ten
years the Pamgwes have made-therr appeimnce 5 thouyli rude, aud, pose-
by, some of them capubats, yer-a noble 1aee, musentar, healthy looking
and upeontanpnated with the vices of eivibzanon.  Toey wear scarcely
way clothmyg, mavy of theny pamt ther bodiew with redwood, and neany
all of them wear omaments of white beads, ivory and wron rings.  Ther
iron scems of a_stpertor qratity, and many of ther nuplements are male
with a taste and shifl-equal 1o that of any people mn the world.  Alrealy
not fur from ten thou-and of them are setiled on or near the waters of the
‘(:aboon 3 and they say ey are oaly the poticers of those who are to fol-
oW,

The government m all these tnbes is purely patnarchal.  The term
king s dunved-from Europe 5 no power auswering to the name 14 possese
sed by Lunron whot itas confeered 5 amt no central poner exists, which
13 achnowiedged by the separate villages,  Slavery i a undd form, poly-
zamy in_perhaps its worst character, and, on the lower waters of the Ga-
boon, -iatemperanee, prevail.  Witeheraft 13 unwversally believed ino—
Death, whatever tsimmediate canse, 13 very generally attnibuted to thus;
and he whom suspicion fastens upon as the witeh, is made the victun of 3
relentless superstiton. Still the people are frther advanced in eiviliza-
tion than-any other on-the -whole coast, aud possess such clements of
character-as give promise-that they will rive rapidly under the mfluence
of the-gospel.  Their general dizposition is mild and peaceful, and they
manifest an_unusual desire for wmstruction.  The Mpongwe language 1=
spoken very extenavely along the coast, wad 12 suppesed to be, with more
or less dialectic differences, very largely-throughoutr Southern Afiica. Tt
13 wonderfully-perfect-in 118 structure, of great flexibality,-and pleasant-to
the car

Statians.—'The oldest statien iy Baraka, on the north gide of the Ga-
hoon, about eight-nules from-its mouth,-on a rixing ground, half 4 mile
from the edge of the water, and 1n the immediate vicinity of King-Glass's
‘I'own. ‘Ten miles from Baraka is Konig Island, about three nules in
circumference, densely wooded, with unly one small town ; but on nccount
of the ease with wluch a larae number-of towns can be reached from it,
occupied a part of the time by one of the misionaries, Ovizue, = small
town frequently mentioned, though not a station, 18 on a point of land on
the south side of the niver, forty miles from the ocean, uear the junction
of the Rembwe and the Big Orombo, Three smles back of this 13 King
George's Town.  Opposite Ovizue is Dongila, a range of high coast eight
or ten miles in length.  Three miles up the Rigali, which comes into the
Gaboon from the north, at the lower end of the Dongita- hstrict, at Ebu-
na’s Town, is to be the sintion of Mr. Porter. ‘The position is very fa-
vourable, there being at least eleven towns on thatriver, six in Dongila,
two apposite Dongila, two at the mouth of the_Asungo, which enters the
Big Orombo a few miles above the Rigali, and two near the mouth of the
Banja, a branch of the Gaboon next below the Rigili, any one of which
he will be able to visit in a canoe and return the same day. Frequent
excursions can also be made from it to the Pangwes,

The Gaboon mission was commenced in 1842. The first church was
formed July 21, 1813. The number of communicants is twenty-two.—
Jour. of Miss.

SOUTII AFRICA—COUNTRY OF THE ZULU®.

——

Fuce of the Conntry, Climate.—The present-seat of the mission to the
Zalus is not in the proper Zulu country, but farther down the const, in
the colony of Port Natul, to which, some years ago, the Zulug fled in
grent numbers to escape the bratal tyranay of Uinpands, who had vsurped
authority over them. The region occupied by the mission, stietches
along the coast, north and south of Port Natal, about 140 miles, and
extends into the interior not far from forty. It is about 300 mules fromn
Cape 'T'own. Thosc who describe the country are in raptures with its
beauty. *The scencry,” says one, * is truly magnificent.  Hills aud
valleys, mountains and table Jands, rivers-and brooks, all mingle together
presenting an imposing spectacle. And all is-living green, moreover,
save here and there a rocky pesk or mountain precipice ; and the traveller
is never -weary of beholding, and admiring what ke beholds.  In riding
from Umsunduzi, I crossed one stream mine times 3 -and I think its beauty
surpassed :hat of almost anytliing of- the kind which-I'have ever gecn,—
At one-place it flowed gently between its grassy banks; at another 1t
dahied in cascades over sluping-rocks ;-at another it meandered in deep
ravines ; and thus it nssumed almost cvery aspeet of which it was capa-
ble. Aud some of the moun'ain peaks appeared, in the distance, like
vast epires of rock ; and the openings between the perpendicula. extrem-
ities-of mountains, appeared hke windows to -admit the light of heaven
jnto the vast basin below. Scattered herc and there is-the mimosa, giv-
ing the country the ampect of & peach orchard, with the perennial freshe
ness of spring.  As you go out among these groves, you now and then-
etartle the springing buck and the-bounding deer; which leap forth and
ure out of ‘sight beyond the hills, leaving notime toudmire their beauty.”
f'hie mountains, which are not -large, und tabular rather thian conical 1n-
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shape, have their * summis and sides covered with verdant groves, oc
thick shrubbery, or lagge ficlds of green grass,” wlile the * plaine nval
in beauty the-nehest meadows on the Counecticot,”

‘I'he air of this land of mountains und vaileys, lulls and plains, and
streams of water, 1« delighidully pure ; and the chmate slubriouss  Inshe
sutener monthe, wlich are the rame with those of our winter, the heat
12 not too oppressive for labour o be pleasantly petformed ; and in the
winter it 15 oo Idom cold cnongh to reader a fire necessary.

Soid and Productions.~='The Soil 14 ferude. As-one ndes over the
platas, the giass, wlich 13 tiek set at the bottum, ofien eaches as high
as the back of bes hoees, ambaf he tins lus course to the ficlds of corn,
of which two cropn may be jsed 10 a year, he tinds o lughee than he
can el Productions are abutidant, being such a8 corn, sweet pota-
s, pumiphas, ras, beans, beets, carrots, cabbages, onwny, orsnges,
Iununs, bananas, pomegranates, indigo, and cotton.

The peaple, their dress and hantatins.—1Uf from the descriptions of
the cottutry vue would be shnost led to conclude 1t 18 n paradise, yot a
shyhit acquamtanee wath 1t mhabaants would conviece him, not only
that the spoler hawbeen-there, but that-he -has-been leading them cap-
tive at s will so long, that 1t was not possible for them tu be brought
down maeh lower metherr degiadation,  ‘Lrue, they are brave, and i sotme
of their wars have mamtestesd no bttde aunintary skill 3 they are unpatient
ot oppression aml wroug ;3 they have neverengaged in the slave traflie;
tiey are of a lughly social nature 5 10 their appearance there is much that
13 noble s but n therr 1dolatry they have descended to the worsip of
four-footed beasts and ciceping thungs, lywg,-deception and theft are
every day aflairs, murder 13 not uncommon, polygamy s their darhing
s, filthy conversation and smging wnpure songs are daily practised by
all without any shame ; heentionsoess, a3 u matter of course, and-intem-
perance abound.  Of their dress, Mr. L. Grout, says: “ A few ifrathers
upon-the hend ¢ a profison of beadsupon the-neek and anus, and some-
tmes npon other parts of the body : & small-piece of the &m of some
animal xbout- the {oins; and, perhaps, a brass sing upon the wrist and &
strap covered with hasr about the ankles, constitute as much weanng apparel
as tost of the nauves are m the -habut of vsing. Some who are under
the mere immediate influence- of the missionarics, have procured blan-
kets; and a féw dress somewhat in the style of civilized-people.  But
for one person-properly clad, hundreds-and-thousands go destitute, even
of the beads and sking of animals to which I have referred.” Their
habitations, as described by the same observer, are nearly as liostile te
their rising from their degradaton.  * Their huts which are made of
wattles and covered with-thatch, are simple, small and rude ; hemispher-
ical in shape, having a diameter at the base of some eight or ten feet ;
being in height at the centre and apex, only-fuur or five feet ; having but
one aperture, and that at the base, about two fect high, and made o an«
swer for dvors, windows and chimney. When they need a fire, they
build it in the eentre, nnd sit around it on their usual eeat, the earth, A
mat woven of reeds, fur n bed, a luw wooden stool for a pillow, cala-
bashes and baskets for contaung water and food, a spear which iv uee
also a3 a ke, and, perhaps, a woolden spoon, constitate their chief are
ticles of furniture. Five or ten of these huts, arranged at-wbout equal
distances between two concentric circles made of stakes and bushes, cight
or ten feet high, the outer cirele having a diameter of four or five rods,
and the inner one a dinmeter of tliree oc {our rods. and inclosing a yand
for the cattle by night, constitite a kraal. Every kraal :a owned by one
or two men who have each a hut to themeelves, while their several wives
occupy cach another hut by themselves”

Language, Government.—Tlcir language belongs 10 the great family
of languages which prevails south of the cquator. {t is very vegularand
far from uaphilosophical m its etructure ;-with the exceptions of a few
clicks, quite harmonious in zound, and casy of acquisition, Mr. Bryant
having preached in it in ten weeks after his-amrival.  Since British au-
thority has-been extended over-the Natwl- Colony, locations have bLeen
assigned to the Zulus, in which it was intended they should be distributed
to the number of 5,000 to 10,000 in each. The nuniber now in the col-
ony is about 110,600, They are under-the protection of British law, nod
have magistrates who are appointed by the Colonial Government. The
stations occupicd by the miasion have been fixed upon, to a considerable
degree, in reference to their loca ions.—Jour. of Miss.

JERUSALEM, PALESTINE, AND 8YRIA.

LY DR. J. V. C. SMITH.

Jerusalem s tolerably clean-from-its location on a steep hill-side,-and
not becaase its inhabitants are dizposed 1o keep it in good condition. Filik
appertaing to Arabs wherever-they are.  Decp -cisterns-abound, cut-inte
the soiud rock, in which rain water-is carcfully coliegjed, which is used
for all domestic purposes. Watcr-carriersbring some in tkins on donkeys
from the pool of Siloam, but few ouly are able or desitous to have 2 supply
withoutthe waulls. A fiue streant is conducted to the city from Bethle-
hiem, winding-about the mountaina, which is eaclusively- devoted 16 the
purposes of the celebiated moeque of- Omar, on the-very plot once occu-
picd by the temple of Solomon.

Waoaod for fuel is always dear, Leing sold by -the-weight, aud is princi-
pally roots of ohve trecs, brought from-a distance on camels. If trees
were planted-as suggested in this communicution, fuel would be aliundant
and ycasenable.  No liouse has a fire-place of chimney. A little chat-



