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Suspect and revise the interprelation ; inalcp it cor- in blis own book, witlî a Statement, whichi gives ample
reet ;malie it whnt the Bible atithorizes, an'] tlîcre Lime fur tiiese successive productions, vîz.: . In the
is ne contradliction ; yen need not abandon the book, beginning"l-" From eternity."1
only abandon a false interpretation. WVo, lîowever, friankly admit, that jie rtccnr,' of

Geology touchies the great antiquity of Our world, rci elatiux (;.arfinei the history of mnai.% mtlîii a short
thant instea] eof being a fow thousand years ol'], it chroimological compaiss ; not nîuch more, at nny rate,
may have reachie' millions. Its fossil induictions are than six or seven tiouand ycars ; iînd sliould the
irres uie;enlighiteneai cantdour con ne longer gain- gacologist find any hua os.io uslso n u

Say tlie evidence of Oflti(1 uit 3 '-Of antiqiiity Ieav'ing main -il) çentions i mplernents or instruments tf vcry
immenely in tho diAtanco Our wontcd chironology ;aniciat datta il, lais gculogital ep)utls, wc shuail'] find
and, wvhat then ? shut Our eyes on demunstrative a dif11culty according te our present interpretztion.
phienoniena, or conclaîde the sacred oracles aref lt JBut wlîat, is the filet: ne sucli romnains are found in
fouît.t, nd' se ']ny thecir iaspiration ?-neithier tie aliy of the tlarce stratai ne, net aimong- Lycl's,
one nor the otlier. Let nature tell lier own lienest coceno iniocciae, pliocene an-d ne%% er iiucu.*ne ; ive
tale; bile displays the eternal power ond] go']-liead of lia'] ailiiost adlle' geology, whose praittle titrteatenieul
Jehlovali; hiesitatte net for a moment te Sing tlîe the extinction of revelation, now that it lias wvaxed
hymn of praise %vhicli site teaches ; in the end yen into inanliood, yiolds its tribuitary tcstianony te the
Wall fin'] ilîre is ne discor'] between that hymn and lunquestionlabie veracitY Of the scriptural naorrative
tliat whicli revelation dictates; loy it down as a under proper interpretaiioîi. The disciple eof reve-
mnxim the Bible as true ; but dees it t'ollow tliot your lotion liais notlîing te feor frein fh'sli discoveries. Let
interpietation of it is equally traie. Yotir interpreta. their vcracity be tested on'] confirne'] ; shiul' they
tien is thiat the material world is about six tliousand then secin te controdict tlîe divine testirneny, ho as-
years 01(1 ; hait is diot wliot Moses teaches in Genesis, sure'] it is only apparent. Triat is. -âti; iii ail its
flrst and second chapter ? Witlioit question lie deportinetits tliere is agreement. Wae venture net,
touchies the rcccnt creatien eof nan : nor dees genlogy liowvcvr, te add, thiat tlîe iinterpretadioi eof cevel.~ jn,
controdict, this. The lîistory of Adam commences on however antiquate'] Pnd numerously sustained, is
the sixtli day, and where, in the statenient of Moses, unquestionibly correct. If a screw seenîs loose, yen
have WC an arcceunt of the first day ? Cliapter i. 3,
flAnd Ged sai'], let tiacre be liglit, and Lucre wvas
iigbt." N.Low Llîis is the commencement eof tlîe
Adamic systein; and six days after hoe is create'].
But observe, the eperatien given iu the statemcnt, of
Moses, prier te the first Adamie day, is centained in
verses 1 and( 2 ; and the only chrotiological data it
affords, is Il the beginnitig." Now, does the Bible
any whore give us a chie te the imeaning of the
phrase, Ila Inte beginning'1 Prov. viii. 22, 23 : "Ilich
Lord pessesseil me in thc bi'qinning et' bis wvay, bifore
bis works eof old. I was set up frein everlasting, frein
the beginning, or ever the earth was.' A remark or
two on these two verses unay show us wlîot 19In the
beginning" means. ist. ILwasbeforehis ivorks ofol'];
now, how long before, tîfe record saitlî net. 2nd. lit
the 23rd verse it adds the expressions, frorn everlai-
ing, and from the begftzning. Are tlîey net syneny-
mous, or nîay bcecxplinatory of one aother? Per-
baps graniînarians would calu iL a Hlendiaudys ; but,
te the commen rillier, do net the words, 4a In the
beginning," secin the saine in import as frein ever-
iasting. Nor is this the enly passage( Examine the foi-
Iowing:-Joru i. 1 ; IIeb. i. 10; Col. i. 18. Niow, 1it
was in the beginning, lowever long or short, (and] as
-we have ne lino we cannet measure iL,) thnt, God
mnade tlîe heavens and the corth. If the geologist
prove te our entire satisfaction, tiiot it requires
myriads eof ages te create the successions ci? vegotai..
bic aîîd animal existences, wlîiclî baye loft their un-
press on the respective strata with wvlich lus exatu-
!nations have made hum acqîîaintcd, WC Say our
riather made thoin ail, and hie prefaces our cbrenology

wvill fin'] iL liore ; net ln the oracles tlienselves-tliey
arc divine, tlîe interpretation is humait.

The utinest carc,howcver, slieuld be tahken ia our at-
tempts te ascertain the nicoîîing of lioly writ. IL is
the stand-point from wlaich ive shahl siirvcy other
portions of Luis wonder'ul book. Nov, shoul' this
be false, it wvill grcatiy misîca']. It, will ho te revela-
tien what a vitiatcd eo is te nature. I suppose this
is whiat is meant by the Redeemer. Il' ftlîiae eye ho
sinagle thy whlolc body sililbc full of liglit." ShienI'
wc fln'] soîne interpretation of the word, wvlich we
entertain, sert i11 with some oatler potiobefl t reve-
lotion, suspectnot for a moment the accordunce eof both
portions eof the word, but nt once suspect your inter-
pretation, and submit iL te reneuve' inîvestigaation;
dotre te, suspenid yeuirju']gmont, seek the direction et
Ilcaven, an'], sotner or Inter, in God's lighit, yeit will
sec light. Be strong in faiLli, giving glery tu Ged,
for tic vcracity et' lus word. But the interprétation
of tliat word by any mon, or aîîy nuniber eof mnie
you may question %vitlieut, offence, and] in question-
ing ottaiiî LIe trué liglit-you arc ont-borze'] te do
se by Clmist's declaration, Il Caîl ne min ni.ister."
To qumestieuul a hutman interpretation is imet îinbelief,
iL is ot'ten tîme first stop Le gonuiuue, 1enligliteîîcd fatiLi.
Guar'], lioiwever, against the sally iii the epposite
direction. The min'], like the'elastic wirc; wluen
relievcd frein one pressure, may spring tee fair on the
otlier side ; te, have discovercd a false iiiterpretatien,
does îlot oîîthorize tus te descry ail liunuon initcrpreta-
tien. It gives us liberty te questionu othiers, but treat
ail witbi candeur and judgmcnt. Il Proec ail thiing8,
a.old. fast that which is good."


