
to preach f'or Iiita on tice Monday alter hlis coînulunie)n antd giçe solue neceîant of
the Mis-sion to hie; people. - 1 baie just been retidingr,' lie Faym, - f' the recent
disastors wbieb have (under God) overtak*n the Mission in the New liebrlidies. *

* ne féees th;ît a mission se inaugîîrated is destined le a gloriotos fuiture."1
Ihbe eare just s-uchi trials as iilîaio8t ail Missions, at sorne period <,r (ther of' th'ir
historv. li-ato 1massd tlîrough. Tiie Tahiitiaýn Mission, in its early stuges, va fc
disit)ýted and broken up hy the wvars of tbe natives, aînd in its laler stages it lias
8ull're'i froîîî Iopery arîd France. The Faretongan Mibsion sufléred very severely
l'roi iiiRialt s arid sickncss. TI'le Santiuoan1<en suflèrcd grvatly 1ïoni a ten
yCars' civil war. 'l'le New Zealand NMiksione hiave olten sîfirdand been broken
up I romn Nvr zind othier cauEee. Th'le Nladtigascar M~ission passcd throughi the or-
deal o!' billood3 persectîtion. The Caffre war sorely tried lIme South At ricani M is-
siorts. Thle luli:n rel)ellion entamiled lèarfüily Iîeavy tials and los8es upon tho
Misisions to the E'ast. And the mieianclholy deatlî cf'the 1Helmnoree andI Mrs. Price
lias airrested for a tine the Mission to the ,Nakelolo. But thorse trials anid those
lossQes, altlîougli tlîoy hiave fe.trfotlly retarded, yet tlîey have ncverpcrina tintlIy ar-
rested the ouvvard progress of' Christianity. On the other lîand they tiave «ten
givcn~ it a stroliger imipultie, hy attractingr more attention te the elaims (,f Mis-
siens, awiakeniiog a deeper intercst and warmner sympathies in their haf;and
leadisig those conilueting the Mi>sions se tried te a more careftil adaptation of the
Ineamis ut theïr cowaîand for recuririg the ends wlîich they wvere Eeeking te acconi-
Plish.

It woutd be prestumptien in uis te smmy wvhat Ged's final purpeses inay hein thope
terrible calaimies flot tîmàisve know, that l'y such f*èa-rful judgmnenîs Cod olien

rno. inîpedinments te the progr(Est b is work :he takes awvay the incorrigible,
anîd tiailns and stinaulates thii heplef'ul. At fter a certain peint, n'orai deprza-Vity,
like disease in the human body, je beyond the poiver of ail ordin-1ry mneans-ho-
yond the powver of' ail humnan remedies ; and as a linilh ie amnputated te save the
lîfu of' the body, se the worst portion of' socicty niust be eut off te sure the rest.
Ilencuî tîcre 1t; îmmrcy in judgînent. WitneEs God's mode of' dealing with the old
-worid at the flood, with Sodom and Gomeorrah, with the ehildrcn cf* lsrael ia tlue
wtilderness, with the kingdont of Judali at the captivity, and -with the Jews at
their final dispersion by the Romans ;their petity was disselved that Christianiîy
rnight be estahlishied in the world. Tuie prrneiples of God's government are the
saine in every age. And tie Ièarlully ehstinate, cruel and degraded are the native
races la tho.-e s;ens, thiat God's jiidgmnents. euch as hurricanes, pestilence and
bloody trais. nmst often cut off the incorrigible, in order that the means cf grace
nMay bc effectuai and the lesa hardened mnay Ime savcd. WVhen John Wilianms waS
lamnentiim t aun intelligent Christian native that the ravages of wvar had-thinned
the population ofi one of the islande, the native, who knew the character Of bis
C.untriien hetter than the snissiunary, shreudly rcmarked te the effeet that it
mvas perliaps w cll, that if the beads ef chicîs had net fiallen tic lives cf nMisioaa-
ries iniiglit have perishled, and the pcnple weuld have rcmnained ln heathen dark-
resçs. Olie of* the most intelligent cf amy icachers on Aneiteum bas oftener than
once reinark-ed te me, in reference te the epidemnie that passed over the island
abou t ii ineteen years ugo, that Gjud, at that ti me, teck away thc ch iefe pp-osers of
tlie Lyospel. -A numuber of the ciale," he said, '<u tscd te beat neS boys, and
thrcatened te kiil u.q, if we vent te the Samnoan and Barotengan teachers. and we
durst go wo thei only at night; but God sent the sickness and theçe men are ail
dead " ln ail suehi national judgînents the innocent muet ofico suifer with the
guilty, if tlîey are net suffieientty numereus te save a guilty land . and God sonde
teni1 .oral judgxncnts te prove and purify the geod, as in the case of Job, as wveil
as te .'ns and destroy the wicked.

1I=o pn the present as un exceedingly favourable juncture for making spe-
cial efforts on the New Ilebrides. The nio8t formidable sources of oppos;ition have
been remeved. Mr. Gordon wrete that nearly ail the ehiefs were dcad on Erre-
Inan. Mr. Paten raid nearly the sanie thing about Tan-na. Thm rniddlc-agcd,
those who are invariably the worst eppontents of Cliristianity, bave bcen eut off,
wlmile the young, those who are the most hopefimi. the nMost catily imipressed, have
been left. For siome ycara after this tho public hcalth la likely te be unummalip.
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