
caunot, in a word, forgot those whoso oxistonco was
nado coordinate to lis own,whose virtues, modelled in
advanco according to His teachings. desorved for us
iocl a Rodeemor, suich a Jesus. This oxceptional
position, these privilges, reward of their holiness,
placo them so high in the esteem, the voneration and
love of lIavon and earth, that lnnan speech becomiîes
poworloss to praise thoni worthily. Suich is perhaps
one reason of the -ilenca of Holy Suripture; the Ioly
Ghost would have preferred leaving to our lilial piety
the loving task of seeking what they were in the oyos
of God. No, indeed, St. Anne and St. Joachim are
not, in the Gospel-Scene, entiroly cast into the shade,
since they share in the glories of Christ, since
their justice lias attracted ihe oye of t.he Father of
Morcy, since the immaculate Lily springs up in their
heart and is begotten of their blood. Is not the fhot
of having merited such a favor, for St. Anne particn-
larly, a proof that bhe has greatlly surpassed the limits
of ordinary holiness ? " Who shall find a vt.liant
woman ? Far, ait - from the uttormost coasts is the
price of lier." (*)

According to the B'essed Thomas of'Villanova, the
glory and holincss of St. Anne and St. Joachim vere
altog:thler hidden in God ; like Mary, their most holy
daughter, and Joseph, lier chaste husband, they
contrived, with profound humility, to hide the splendor
of their merits from the eyes of mon. It was therefore
well-nigh useless to expose to the gaze of the vulgar
a picture of virtues beyond their reach, of marvels
accessible only to the ineditation of interior souls.
Besides, if the unbelieving Jews were elocked at the
abasement of the Incarnate Word and seandalized by
fis teachings; if, despite so many miracles, they
would not acknowledge His divine mission, what
respect would they have shown for lives stampèd
with the same abnegation, the same spirit of sacrifice?

(*) Prov. XXXI.


