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"NORTHERN MESSENGER.

THE PASCHAL FEAST.

. i BY SUSAN COOLIDGE.

In travelling guise they held the Pasehnl Feast
Inolden days.

Withloins girt round, and shoes on feet,

And staves in hand, they mot and shared the

meat, ;

And gave God praise.

No lingering at the banquet, cach man took
His portion due,

And swiftly hicd him forth, ovon as did

His fathers, worn slaves of the pyramid,
Zion in view.

A single morsel might suffice for some,
Snatched as they went;

On promise and on typo their souls wero fed,

So, though their bodies lacked n little bread,
They were content,

And even thus, my soul, be it with thee,
This Easter Day. '
With loins girt round, and staffin hand,
As one made ready for the Promised Land,
) Who may not stay ;

Come, then, Tho feast is spread which angels
still i
Desire to taste; .
Take thou thy erumb, nor wait for farther good,
To bask and batten on immortal food,
But rise in haste ;

And get thee forth to the hard trodden way,
' The toil and tire,
Tho wilderness with many thorns beset,
QO’er which the cloudy pillar hovers yet,
The guiding fire. :

“The Promised Land it beckons, fair and far,
Boyond thy view.
And though tho foe be fierce, and travail long,
Thelord shall hold thee up,and keep thee strong,
And guide thee through,
Then, at the upper table, safely set
Thou mayst abide ‘
In full seeurity and rest at last,
‘With all the thirst and hunger of the past
Quite satisfied, g
—Sunday-School Times. ]
B e T ——
CONVERTED CHILDREN.

The Rev. D. W. Hurlbut; of Milwaukee,
says :—Objections aside, what can be said
in favor of early conversions? Let us re-
member that Solomon closed up his review
of life in the words : ‘‘ Reinenbermow thy

us hear the promise: ““Those that seek
me early shall find me,” and Christ's
words: ‘‘Yea, did ye never read, Qut of
the mouth of babesand sucklings thou hast
perfected praise ' Again : ** Except ye be
converted and become as little children ye
ghall not enter into the kingdom of heaven,”
and again, in the words of the text, **Suf-
fer the little children to come unto me and
forbid them not ; for of such is the king-
dom of God.” Let us remember that
beautiful.record in the Old Testament of
the child Samuel, who was given in answer
to prayer, whose mother faithfully stayed
at home that she might care for the little
one until he was three years old and then
brought him up to the temple and *lent
him to the Lord;” she went home without
her baby boy, and ¢ Samuel ministered be-
fore the Lord, being o child.” And while
he was yet a child in the silent watches of
the night.he heard a voice saying,
“ Samuel,” He thought it was the voice
of the high priest Eli who called him ; but
whon the voice came the fourth time
Sanuel knew that it was the voice of "the
Lord and said; *“‘Speak, for thy servant
heareth.” If Samuel could be £hus conse-
crabed in infancy and lent to the Lord n
babyhood, why may not our little ones he
so trained and so fully consecrated to
Christ that they shall not be able to re-
member when they did not love the service
of God? Tet us remember Timothy, who
Paul declares had from a child known the
holy Seriptures, whose mother Eunice and
grandmother Lois Paul commends so highly

ber that there were pious children among
the early Christians,  Polycarp, who died
» martyr at the age of nincty-five, declares
that ho had served God eighty-six years,
making him nine years old at the time of
his conversion, Justin Martyr testifies of
many who were considered disciples vory
young and continued uncorrupted all their
lives.

Inmodern times wo have Baxter, who
declared. that he did nobt romember the
time when he did not love God and all that
isgood. President Edwards was converted
at soven ; Dr. Watts at nine; and these
are only a fow among the scores of eminent

‘| tween the ages of 30 and 40 ; 24 between

Creator in the days of t'ix;y routh et

for their unfeigned faith. Let us remem- |

divines whose names might be mentioned
in this connection. I am personally ac-
quainted with a lady who is now the wife
of a Baptist minister, who was converted
and united with a Baptist church when hut
seven years of age. She was opposed for
a time by her father who was himself
doacon of the church ; but patiently she
persevered until she obtained his consent
and was baptized. She has ever been a
leader among Christian workers. I was
personally acquainted with Dr. Tolhurst
who labored as a minister for may years
in Northern Ohio. He was converted and
united with -the church at seven years of
age. Rev. H. O. Rowlands, pastor of the
Baptist church at Elgin, I1L., said : ¢ Last
winter in an afternoon meeting of the old
members of my churcéh there were thirty-
seven present. They were all pillars and
had béen for scores of years. All but two
of them had united with the church before
they were fifteen years old.” Of the 120
whom it has been my privilege to baptize,
12 were over 40 yeuars of age; 14 were be-

the ages of 20 and 30°; 28 between the ages
of ‘16 and 20; 42 under the age of 16.
That is, a little over one-third of those
whom I have baptized were under fiftcen
years of age ; nearly two-thirds were under
twenty .years of age., Of the number
baptized one has been excluded from the
church. Ie was thirty-six years old when
he professed conversion. Mr. Spurgeon,
some time since, made the remarkable|.
statement that among those whom he had
been obliged to exclude from church-fellow-
ship out of nchurch of 2,700 membershe had

for this corresponds with nearly all testi-
mony on this subject. Says an experienced
pastor: *‘I have reason to thank God for
permitting me the joy of-seeing scores of
children coming to Christ.. No more satis-
factory-cases of conversion have ever come
under ny observation than many children.”

But why continue testimony and statis-
tics upon thissubject? What I have given
is only the beginning of what [ might
give, bub thestory is one.  If you caréd to

portion of the ministry of our land werg con-
verted young—many of them quite young ;
and you would find that those people who'
constitute the sinew and back-bone of our
chure:es were as n yule converted young.
I have o feeling that if a Doy passes
sixteen years of age without giving
his heart to Christ, the chances ave
against him. Then let us urge the children
to “Remember their Creator in the days
of their youth,” and if a Sunday-school
scholar, or one of our own precious off-
spring should give its heart to Christ, let
us not bo like Peter’s friends who prayed
for his deliverance and when heiv prayers
were answered would not believe it and
left Peter outside the gate. Let it not be
said of us that Christ could do no mighty
works in our midst because of our unbe-
lief. Why do so many of our Sunday-
school scholars graduate out of the Sunday-
school into the world instead of into the
church? One reason is because we do not
expect their conversion, we teach them the
precions truths of the Bible and do all in
our power to make the truth plain ; but
the very tone of our teaching impresses the
scholar that he is to adopt these truths and
act upon his convictions, sometime in the
futuro ; not now. How many of us, in
addition to faithful class-work, have taken
our scholars one by one, alone, and urged
calmly, prayerfully and carnestly, the de-
sirability of an Immediate decision for
Christ.  How many of us have done this
with a firm faith in God that our prayers
will be answered? Christ said, ‘Al
things are possible to him that believeth.”
This work isnob a question of God’s ability.
It i3 & question of our faith.

—————
THE ONLY WAY.

The Emperor had become greatly offended
with the saintly bishop, Chrysostom. - One
day, violently enraged, ho said in tho pre-
sence of his courtiors, **I wish I could be
avenged of that bishop 17

Each of his courtiers gave his opinion as
to what would he the most effectual mode
of punishing onoe to whom their master had
80 great an aversion..

The first saifl to the Emperor, * Banish

as well as .to watch? (

24,25.)—What time is referred to by *those days”?

him to such a distance, that you will
never see him again.”

The second said, *‘ No, rather confiscate |

all his property.”

“Throw him into prison,” said a third.
¢ Are you not master of his life as well

as his property ¥’ said a fourth courtier.
* Why doyou not get rid of him by putting
him to death?” - :

A fifth speaker, hiowever, shrewdly said,
“You aro all under a greab mistake ; the
Emperor may find a much better way of
punishing this bishop. For this man, if
you were to send him into exile, would take
his God with him. . If you confiscate his
goods, you rob the poor, not him, "If he
were thrown into a dungeon, he would be all
the better pleased, as he would then have
time and solitude for communion with his
God. * Condemning him to death would be
to open the gates of heaven to him.

to commit some sin : for he is a man who

fenrs neither exile, pnverty, chains nor

death, beingafraid of nothing but sin,”"—F.
: —_—

SCHOLARS NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)
LESSON V.—-MAY &
THE COMMAND TO WATCH.—Mnark 13 :24-37.
Coxrr VERSES 35-37, :
GOLDEN -TEXT, -

Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is.—~Matt, 13 : 33,

¢ CENTRAL TRUTH.
To watch and pray is our privilege, our duty,

never been compelled to exclude a single | 00r satety.
one who was received while yet a child, I . DAIL3Y READINGS.
'eIMAar vk Wb M, Mark13. :13-37.
| suy remarkable, and yet not remarkable; N Mo e

W, Luke 21 : 25-36,

Th. Dah, 7 : 13-28,

F, 1 Thess. 4 :16-18; 5: 1-11, . -
Sa. 2 Pet. 3: 3-18,

Su. Rev. 21 : 145, 10-27

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

24, Sun shall be darkencd @ to bo taken either
{n ﬂ{;umtivcly, represeuting great civil and
social commotions, or (2). literally., It applics
figuratively to the first two comings, and pro-
bably literally to the third. 25, Powers in
hecven : if talen figuratively, ¢ the invisible in-
fluences which rulec human society ;” if literally,
*“tho solar system.” 26. Jrnclouds: asho went to

Finvestigute, yoﬁ?nul&ﬁndthnh&]af".proé heaven, {(See Acts1:9-11) With spiritual and
) \ Qreat puwer- and- glory:

heavenly - powers. X - %
manifested in the establishment of his kingdom
on the earth.—Schaf. 27, Send his_angels:
heavenly angels, the ministers, “angels of the

chiurches” (Rev, 2:1), or any messeiigers and

agencies of God (Ps. 204 : 4 ¢ Heb, 1:7,18.) Gather

Jiis elect: his chosen: oncs, his disciples; the
cstablishment_of ono church; the heart-unity of
the church. From thefourwinds: denoting the
four quarters of the world : 7. c..from cvery part.
30. 2his generation : to be tuken (1) literally,and
referring_to the destruction of Jerusalem (sce
Mark 9:71), (2) in the sense of race or nation,
meaning that the Jews should not cease as n
distinet nation till the fulfilinent of these things
and Christ's kingdom have come.

SUBJECT : THE DUTY OF THE HOUR, TO
WATCH AND PRAY,

QITESTIONS,

I. WAToH AND PRAY (v, 33).~What is it to
watch? For what are wo to waieh? Against
what things should we watch? What are'some
of the things which tend to malke us carcless and
sleeping spiritually 7 - Wh}' isit necessary to pray

iph. 6:10-12) Repeat

some scripture exhortations about watching?

(1 Pet. 4:7:5:8; Rov. 3:33 16:15; 1 Cor, 10:

12; 16: 135 Rom, 13:11; I Thess. 5:4-6; Hceh, 2:

1; 12:15.) Why is so much said in tho Biblo
about watching, . .

II. BEOAUSE OF DANGERY AND CIANGES (vs,

After what tribulation? What is significd by
the darkened sun and moon, and the stars fall-
ing? (Sce Acts2:16-2L) What do they menn if
they refer to the time of the destruction of
Jerusalem whilesome of the disciples were yet
living? Whatif they refer to the millennjum?
WWhat if to Christ’s final coming. (2 Pet. 3 : 7-10.)
What would remain unchangedamid all these
changes? (v.3l.) )

I, BECAUSE CrRrisT 18 COMING AGAIN (vs.
26.31,)—What promisc did Jesus make about his
coming? What is meant by his coming? (Scc
last losson.)  When was this prophecy fulfilled in
part? (Mark 9:1; Acts 2:16-21; Matt., 16326,
27.) What coming is still beforc us? (Matt. 6:
10; Dan. 7:14; Acts 1:11;1 Thess, 4:13-18;
Malt. 25:3146.) Meaning of verse 273 How
were they to know when the coming was nenr?
(vs. 28,20.) When shounld it take place? (v. 30.)
Meaning of ** genemtion" ? .

What does Christ say of the truth of his words?
Are all his promises and warnings as suro ag this?

IV, BecausE THE TiME 18 UNKNOWX (vs. 82-
37,)—Who only knows the exact timo of the com-
ing? Show how thisis a reason for watchingand
prayer. By .what parable did Jesus enforce this
truth? Relate it as told by Matthew. . Who are
thoscrvants? What work isgiven to cach of us?
How arc wo to watch? (Matt, 24:46) What
will bo the consequences of not watching?
(Matt, 24:48-51.) How will praying help us to

wutch? :
PRACTICAL STIGGESTIONS,
1. Dark and troublous times are:surc Lo come
before the kingdom of God can be established.
II. These should not discourage us, but bring
comfort and faith, as signs of the coming,

III. Jesus Christ igsurcly coming in his king-
dom, successful and trivmphant. N

word of God, its promises and warnings.

THE ANOINTING A’ll‘ 6IBETI{AN Y.—~Mark1s: :

" Th,
F.

get him into their power, and keep him from
teaching any more
before they killed
were multitudes there from Galilceattending the
feast. They might befriends of Jesus, . 3, Simon
the leper ;: a relative of Lazarus, and probably
cured by Jesus, 4 woman ; Mary the sister of
Lazarus (not the one spoken of in Luke 7 : 36-50.)
Box: flask, with long neek, Ointment of spike-
nard : g pound of it
the spikenard, a pi Y
which grows in the East.  Pery précious: worth
300 penco (a penny, denarius, =15 cents), there-
fore worth $45; but as a penny was the pay for n
day'slabor (Maft. 20 : 2),i6 would equal $300 in our
day.  Poured it on kis head: and also his fect,
and wiped them with her hair (Jehn 12:3).
And some: Judas most of all (Johin 12:4%
" | Given to the poor: that was his -pretence, but
-{ John says -he wasa thicf, And ho betrayed his
master soon after for $16, 6. Good work. it is
good to oxpress love. Itleads to moregiving lo
the poor, 7. Zhe poor, always: as representa-
tives of Christ, through kindncss to whom we
can show love to him. 8. Ay body o the bury-
infr : the anointing sorved this purpaese whether
Mary thought of it ornot. 9. A memorial : not
so much of her gift as of the love which prompt.

od it.

1 SUBJECT : EXPRESSING OUR LOVE 7T0O
o JESUS,

No,.
no! if the Mmperor really wishes to be
avenged on Chrysostom, he must force him

2)~What great feast was near at hand 2 What
were the chief g)ncsts doin,

ing with his

J}puthim to death? (John11:48.)

—When was thissupperlicld? {(John12:1,) In
what town? At whose house? Who were pre-
sent? - (John 12:1.3) What great thing
Jesus done for them? Mad he
Simon also? .

NaRD (v, 3)—How did Martha show her regard !
for _Jesus? . (John 12:2) How did Mary show
her'devotion.to hitu 2 “What is spikenard 7 How
much was there in the nlabaster flask? _(John
12:3) How muchwasit worth? (v.5.)
did she pour this nard? : .
What further wroof of devotion did she show }
(John 12: 3.)

- IV. Favrr Fousp Wit Tne Acr (vs. 4,5)—
Who, found fault with Mary? Who was the
leader in this murmuring? (John 12:4.) What
was his motive? (John 12:6,)
«crime did he soon commit? (Mark 14:43,44)
What pretence did he make? How did ho get
other disciples to join him? Is it casy and
natural to find fanlt with others? Is it xight?
V. JesusDEFENDS MARY'S AcT (v8,6-9)—What
did Jesus say _to the fault-finders? On what
other oceasion did Jesus praisc Mary for doing .
what others condemned in her? (Luke 10 :3042.)

ig it good to express ourlove to Jesus? Are gifts
of much value unless we show our love and re-
gard? Can weshow love except by makingsacrl--
fices of precious things? Docs expressing love-
incrense it? Do we nced
oftencr to friends, parents, teachers, pastor? Do
the poor and sick havo specinl nced of this? -

giving to Jesus lead us to givo more to the poor
aroundus? Is this onc way we. can show our
love to him? (Matt. 25: 40.)

anything better be said of us than this? Was it
as really acceptable as_Martha's service? Did
the deed have uses sho did not expeet ?

What did Jesus promisc?. Would she have had
this memorial if she had done the nct for show?
Has this act of hers helped many to do what.
they could? In what ways do you show your
love to Jesus?

sacrifices for the loved, v
_ I, All nced the sympathy of others, and to
have it expressed. .

IV, Nothing in the universe is so sure as tho

-

LESSON VI.-MAY 12 -

Comyir VERSES 89,
GOLDEN TEXT, .
She hath done what she could.—~Mark 14 : 8.
. CENTRAL TRUTH,
The blessedncess of making sacrifices for Christ,-
s DAILY READINGS,

M. Mark1d: 19,

T. Matt. 26:1-13,

W, Johnl12:1-8,

Ps. 133:1-3,

. 1 Chron, 29: 928,

Sa, Ps. 41:1-13, ‘

Su. lix, 85:2029; 36: 1.6, )
HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1, Take him...... put himtodeath : they would

ut wait till after the feast

him. ‘2. An uproar ;. there

says John. It wasmade of
ant of the valcrian family,

4.
S,

3

" QUESTIONR,
I. TaE GATHERING OF Jrsts' ENEMIES (vs, 1,

whilo Jusus wasialk.
isciples? “Why did they wish to

II. Tt GATHERING OF JESUS' FRIENDS (v, 3.)

il
probubly healed

XII. Jesus ANOINTED Wirn. THE PRECIOUS

Where
(v, 3;-Johin 12:3.)

What great

Whatb was the FirsT DEFENCE? (v, 6.)—Why .

to cxpress our love

‘What was tho SECOND DEFENCE? (v. 7.)—Docs
What was the Tmirp DEFENCE] (v. 8,)—Can

‘What was the Fourrtit DereNcr? (v. 9.)—

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.
1. Affection desires to express itself by making

III. Expressing our aftection increases it.
sl s

LESSON CALENDAR,
(Second Quarter, 1885.)

1. Apr.7.—~The Triumphal Entry.—Mark 11: 111,

2, Apr. I4.—<The Rejected Son.—RdIanrk12;1.12,

3. Apr. 21.—The Two Great Commandments,—

Mark 12: 2834,

4. Apr. 28.—Destruction of {he Templo Fore-
told.—Mark 13 : 1-13.

5. May 5.—Thc Command to Watch.-—-Mark
133 2457 -

6. May 32, — The Anointing at Bethany.—

. Maric 14 ¢ 19,

7. Muy 19.—The Lord's Supper.—Mark 14 : 12-26,

8. May 26.—Jcsus betrayed, -Mark 11 : 43-51,

0. Juno 2.—Jcsus Beforo the Council.—-Mark

< 53-65. :
10. June 9,~—Jesus before Pilate.—Mark 15 ; 1-20.
11. Juno 16.—Jcsus Crucified.~—Marlk 15 : 21.39,
12, June 23,—Jcsus Risen,~Mark 16 : 113,
13. Juno 30.—Roview, Missions, and Temper-
ance.—1 Cor. 8:4-13, .
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