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AMICABLE DISOUSSION.
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ON UNITY.

APPENDIX I
*¢ But (bave the mnovators said, corruption had
wund its way to the very heart of the Catholic
<hurch; we were positively obliged to leave for our
ewn security.”  They have said this, I am aware,
‘We shall presently sec what we are to think of the

weigaty accusation; let us examine in the first place
whether it be sufficiont to justify their sepagation.
1© I maintain that tieir accusation, were it true,
would nat excuse them from schism, for I would an-
swerthem with one Of youwr leamed- teachers.
*¢ The corruptions in a Churck aro not of so destruc-
tivean influence, as schismsand divisions frono it.
‘Tibeing much-in the body spiritual as in the natu-
ral: where that which seyers and dissolves the con-
tinuity of parls, fends more fo the destruction of|
‘%o whole, than that which corrupts them. You
may cure & throat wheait is sorg, but not when it
iseut, ¥
" Ewouldanser them:wilh St.Cyprianand St
Augustine,that there never'canbe a lawfulnecessity
fbr destroying unity; thit Aaron bore with a multi-
tude of Jews, wholiad crecled forthemselves an
idol; Moses witl a million.of peoplewho were ever
murmuring aguinst God; Darvid, with Saul: Isaiah,
with those whombe accused of an infinity of crimes:
aad Jesus Christ withi Judas, ¥ would-reply with
the same fathers that Jesus Christ has enjvined the
Presersation of union pmong ourselves, -reserving
scparation fo himsclfalone, because the right of sc-
paratiog helongs to im alone, who can neyer be
mistaken; that, until the barvest, that is, ill the
tast judgrient the. chaff and -the wheat, *the straw
and the grain - tnust Temain mixed together: thal
mcref‘fwro weare not to leave the Church, because
wediscover chaff in the morals of individuals,
though never inthe publicy faith; that we for our
parts have only to endeavourto become 'tho #o0d
grain: Iwould reply that the Domatistsin Bm;n
pleaded for their justfication, that Calliolits vwere
becyme Pagans, they have it on-thif account
been theTess Justly accused of schism by thevwhole
ij_umb,t' even by the ackaowledzenient of. pmust»
antg. . . i b e R
Zeads of o

2P Ad fr thedeads of atcusation; theres is no
nced of other witnesses,then the ‘pratestants.. them-
selves;lo acquitthecatbolic church of them.. In
gty ifin the beguming, to attract thepoa~ people

oo rétain ‘thei in isir parly; ifaflerwards to jus-

ing'words, corruption,crrors, dangerons (o salvaticn,
ond  idolatiy . in  worship,  divine pro-
sidence permifled that therashould arrive moments
of disinteresiedness and calmness, during which the
reformers themselves, end their adhereats after
them, bave velieved the catholic Church of these
horrible accusations. Forthis I appeal to the con-
fession of Augsburgh, the most authentic and most

solefnu act of the Lutheran communion: it thus
concludes the exposition of its doctrines: ¢ Suchis
the abridgmept of our faith, in which vothing will
be discovered contrary® to scripture, or to the ca-
tholic church, oreven tothe Roman Church, as far
as we canknow it{rom its writers. The dispute
furns upon some few abuses which have been intro-
duced into the churches without any certain autho-
rity; and should-there be found some difference,
that should bebome with, since it isnot necessary
that the rilés of the church should be every where
thesame,””  In tho apology is found the same mo-
deration.  Luther (would you believe it?). in the
treatise which e publislied against privatemasses,
and in Swhichhe zelates his famous dialogue with
the Devil, out ageous as he shows “himsell against
the catholic church, whith he regards as the scat of]
Antichrist and abomination, farfrom refusing it the
{itle of -Church on that account, declares in spite of|
every thing, ¢ that it is the *truc church, the pillar
and support of truth and the most holy place. In
this Church, continues he, God miraculously pre-
serves baptism, the (extof the Gospel in all lan-
guages, the remission of sins and absolution, as wcll
in private confession asin public; the sacrament of|
the.altar about Easter and three or fourtimes a year
although they have cut off one kind from the peo-
ple: the vocation and ordination of pastors, consola-
tion in the last agony, the imageof the crucifix, and
at the same time the remembrance of the death and
passion of Jesus Christ: the psalter, the Lord’s
prayer, the Creed, the Decalogue, and many pious
canticles in Latin and German.”” Andalittle lat-
er: “YWhero are found the true relics of the saints,
there no <ubt has been and still is the holy church
of Jesus Christ; there bave dwelt the saints, for the
institutions and the sacraments of Jesus Christ are
ihore, except once of the kinds, which fins been for-
ciblyremoved. Onthisaccountit is certain that
Jesus Christ has been present in it, and that his spi-
tit preserves therein the true krowledgo of bimself,
the true faithin hiselect.? ’

Two protestant ministers of France, in their worlt
JMontauban justifis, published in 1662, quotea si-
milar passage frome Luther’s book agajnst the Ana-
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Yy all Germany and cven through the whole of Fuwe
rope. She asked him, which of the two réligioys
was the better, the Catholic or the Protestant. “ 1t
my opinion, replied he, the Lutheran is themest
plausible; the Catholic, the most secure.”

1 appeal morcover, both to the declarations «°
faith seat by the Calvinists of France {o the pio
testonts of Germany, in which they adbere to the
Confession of Augsburgh except the 10ih article
upon the Eucharist; and to thet of Theodore Beza
speaker for the calvinistic party at the celebrated
conference of Poissy. The cardinal do Lorraine
having proposed to him {o receive the Confessian
of Augsburgh in allasarticles, Beza accepted them
without hesitation, with the exception of that of {l:e
Lord’s supper, and solemnly assured himof the
consent of all his bretbren. Ilere then is the Ca
tholic and ‘Roman faith recognized, by authentic
acts, to be conformable in cssentinl points with tho
faith of the Lutherans and Calvinists (the Eucharist
excepled( and consequently exculpated by thei:
own confession, from idolatry, funcamental errors,
and all corruptions incompatible with sahation
And ns forthe Bucharist, the¥ canuot accuse of
idolatry the adoration we there pay to Jesus Chris,
since they tolerate it inthe Lutherans, many oF
whom pay the same adoration o Jesus Christ ™
their sacrament, while the rest, agree at least, afleg
Luther, that there iszo crime in adoring Jesus
Christ present upon the altar. I is moreover re
markable that the most learned Calvinisis Lave ar
gued with theselatter, that they could not without
impicty refuse their adoration to Jesus Christin the
Eucharist, where they beiieve him to be present,
and that in this respect Catholics reasoned more con-
sistently than they did themselves.

Calvin in person assures us, that Jesus Christ i
ordor that his Church might not entirely perish, had
preserved baptism and the essentials of religion ip
France, laly, Germany, Spain, England, &c. and
in his commentaricsupon St. Paulhe ranks amonge
the saints, Cyprian, Ambrose, Augostine, Gregory
Bernard, end many others who resembled them, pro-°
fessing, no doubt, the deetrine that-these saintspro-
{essed, as the Catliolics of their time did, and. e
they have done ever since. Peter Mariyr expresses
himself much intho sameivanner,

Daille, the celebrated minister of Choventon,
afterproving that the Church of Romo admittcd ke
atticles of the creed, adds: < Andif there hesstift
any othor principsl article this Church rectivgs
them al} and embraces them with you, and . con-
dcmnsthe names and  the memory of those, V&G
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