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!
RAILWAYS—STEAM AND ELECTRIC. 1

Toronto, Ont.—The Toronto Street Railway Company,}

recently decided to build a number of new lines and work
has already been commenced on two routes. 1
Toronto, Ont,—The Grand Trunk Railway has com-|
menced work on the elimination of grades between the Bath- |
urst Street yards and the Humber. ‘
Windsor, Ont.—The Michigan Central Railway tunnel |
beneath the Detroit River has been opened and many heavy |
freight trains have passed through. ‘
Regina, Sask.—The works committee decided to engage |

Mr. Thornton, who built the Edmonton Street Railway, tolay |
out a street car route for Regina. [

Calgary, Alta.—Ratepayers carried by-laws for two new
subways and street railway extensions, which also will cost
$524,000; $484,000 for extensions and improvements, the |
by-law for 22 miles of track and 12 new cars, making a total
of 30 miles of tracking, including double tracks. ‘

Edmonton, Alta.—The Provincial Government has ap-
proved the plans of the Pincher Creek, Cardston and Mon- |
tana Railway Co., which proposes to construct a line through
Alberta to the Peace River country, 700 miles in length.

Fredericton, N.B.—It is reported that extensive changes

are planned in connection with the I. C. Ry. permanent way |

on the Canada Eastern division. Two new bridges to cost
$200,000 are said to be included in the plans.
——oae— -

LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER. ‘

Montreal, Que.—Council will decide at the next meeting |
on the engagement of an expert engineer to report upon the
question of underground conduits in which all electric wires |

now overhead may be placed.

Montreal, Que.—Tenders for the electric lighting of

Montreal were recently opened by the Board of Control and |

five were considered.

The Provincial Light and Power Company accompanied
their tender by a cheque for $25,000, and quoted a rate
$54.80 per lamp. for 1,650 lamps and over, as against $72.70/
of the Montreal Light, Heat & Power Company on schedule
“A? and $63.15 on schedule “B.” |

The president of the company signing the tender was
Rodolphe Forget, and the power is obtained from the Cedar |
Rapids. ‘

The Saraguay Electric and Water Company tendered
for lighting St. George’s, St. Joseph, St. Andrew’s wards, |
Longue Pointe and Cote de Neiges, for $go per lamp per|
vear, but there was an indemnity clause bearing upon those|
sections where they already hold contracts for twenty-fivel
vears.

The Montreal Light, Heat & Power Company for 1,650
lamps or over quoted $72.70 on schadule ““A,” and $63.15]
on schedule “B.”” These rates operated on a sliding scale.
The St. Paul Electric Light and Power Company quoted
$0o per lamp per year for St. Gabriel and St. Ann’s wards, |
south of the Lachine Canal.

The Decminion Electric Light Company quoted $85 per
lamp per year,

One of the features of the requirements of the tenders
this time was that the companies will have the privileve of
supplving light to only a portion of the citv. The tenderers
were asked to state the number of lamps thev could provide
and the districts they wished to serve. The reauirements
did not call for any specific form of lamp, any of ths stan-
dard types being acceptable.

The number of arc lamns at present used in tke city
is 1,650. there being in addition to this 5co incandescent
lamps of different candle powers.

The specifications prohibit the use of dangerous or un-‘
sichtly poles for street lamps, and the apparatus for sus-
pending the lamps must also b= acceptable, the whole’to be
erec*ed ‘n a manner satisfacto'y ‘o the supnerintendent of
the Licht Denartment. In fact. th~ written aop-oval of the
superintendent is mnecessary hefore ary additirn~1 lamps

can be erected, and in all rases the contractor ~ssumes re-
sponsihility in case of acrident o~ injury. Straivht wroden |
noles nainted throuchout their leng*h shall he us~d. There
‘e A clangs recpeying to th~ ety the rioht to rompel the|
companies to place their wires underground in the event:

of a conduit being built, and ano.her which protects the
right of the city to establish a municipal plant. In 'case
the city should decide to erect its own plant it may termln'flte
the contract in whole or in part at the end of the first five
years, which would be on the first of September, 1915, @ teé
giving six months’ notice. It may take over the lamps ab
accessories on the streets on a basis of 5o per cent. of the
original cost, providing they are in good condition. The
contract is to begin on the 1st of November, 1910: d
The lighting of the city has heretofore been perforﬂ}eh
by the Montreal Light, Hezt & Power -Company, whic
seemed to have a sort of . perpetual franchise, the contraCtSt
being generally renewed at their expiration. When the las .
contract expired, however, which was at the end of 199°
the Power Company made the claim that it was losing
money on the previous price of $60 per lamp, per year, an
demanded a considerable increase, and for this reason COY
not get the contract renewed. It has now been su'ppl}’mi
light to the city for upwards of a year and a half without 1
contract. The company is now charging the city const er[_
ably in excess of the former rates, thus occasioning an ou
standing dispute which is being referred to the courts.
its letter to the city early in 1909 the Power Company offere
to continue the lightine ‘“‘at such rate or charge as we m':'l‘
consider fair and equitable to both parties under the circu?
stances, but such cherges we will always be prc‘)a.red y
submit to erbiiration.”’ The company forward d 1ts ag-
counts to the city from time to time and these the city
fused to pav on the ground that they were exorbitant. L
Board of Arbitration was formed consisting of Professor -
A. Herdt, McGill,- representing the city; Mr. R. G. Blache
Toronto, for the company and Mr. A. A. Dion, Ottawa, t
third member of the Board. the
The lighting position is further complicated by «
fact that the Montreal Light, Heat & Power Company nOn-
has contracts covering 487 arc lamps in the city, these Cf’n
tracts having been made by suburban municipalities ml‘eer
in by the city. These contracts run as high as $116.50 }’)_ %
licht, and averaging $88.43, the length of the ¢t el
heing as much as 32 years. The claim has been made thts
if the company undertakes the lighting of the city the lig
will have to be suvplied for the roming ten vears at a
contract price, which it is general'v thoucht will not be Vs
centable to the city if in excess of $75 per lamp. The {:]nS
however, in calling for tenders has accepted the S’TC“_?‘n‘:
r ferred to, so that the final settlement of all the nego i"t!
for street lighting will certainlv simvlify matters
Calgarv. Alta.—The power com=i‘tee of the citv ¢
favored taking from the Calearv Power Companv,
2.000 h.p. at $30 per h.n., until the end of December.
and if the council adopt the report, a busincss mam™
will he engaged to secure contracts for the sale f poWel
Merritt, B.C.—The Merritt Water, Licht & Pow ¥
will install a 1.000 licht cavaci‘v lighting plant shor
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| G. B. Armstrong, secretary-treasurer.
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BY:-LAWS AND FINANCE.

5
Cravenhurst, Ont.—The $10,000 good roads by-law Ve
defeated by Muskoka township ratepayers. ) nds
Port Arthur, Ont.—The ratepayers voted to provide fureﬂ
for gas mains, to enlarge the service reservoir at urlete
River power plant, to build a swimming pool, to comp
the car barns and to establish enamel works. . a0
St, Catharines. Ont.—A $15,000 by-law for (‘.\'tensmr‘lm
the water mains will probably be submitted to the ratepa?
in January. 41 be
Toronto, Ont.—The Blcor Street viaduct by-law W
submitted again in Tanuary. ratels
Welland, Ont.—Ratepayers sanctioned the $52,000 %
works extension by-law. in
Melfort, Sask.—A. McN. Stewart, <ecretar\'-tr"iﬁur‘;‘\r’t of
vites bids for $2.z00 debentures issued to cover the €09

a’ well-boring ouftfit, nti"e’
Calgary, Alta.—Ratepayers carried by-laws a"‘f‘ur the
to $524,000 for extensions to the street railway and fo by

y (s
construction of two new subways. The $100,000 Pars?

law was defeated.




