
lie Canadian -Horcu1tui,,
Vol". XXXV MAY, 1912 No. 5

How Shal 1 'Prune?
Prof. E. M. Straight, MacDonald College, Que.

HOW shahl 1 prune? The questionhas been asked over and over again,
and answered as many times; but

seldomn answered twice in the same way.
The great amount of perplexing detail,
and the mixing of different pruning sys-

and the other the centre-shoot system.
They both have their advantages and dis-
advantages. Personally, I prefer the
open-headed system; hence this article
will treat on that system only. If the
grower favors 'some other method and
intends to follow that, he should flot *read
this article, for it wiII only lead to con-
fusion.

When you receive your trees from the
nursery, it is evident that they have rnuch
less root than they had when gre#wing
there. Every care may have been exer-
cised in the dîgging, yet thç greater part
of the roots are left in the ground, and it
is better so. While the young tree was
in the nurs!-ery row a balanc-e existed be-

young tree*may be started off in the way
it should go, better then than at other
times. These branches should not be
numerous and should be shortened. Tt
is important to remember that the prun-
ing of the top should be somewhat more
severe than bas been the pruning of the
roots, because the demand for water
which is made by the growing, parts can-
not be so successfully met by a newly
transplanted tree as by one thoroughly
established. I am not in favor of much
root pruning. Ail mangled roots should
be removed and ail broken roots cut
back into fresh tissue, as new roots arise
more readily from dlean cut surfaces.

MRE HEIGHT Or' PRUNE
The locality in which you live will de-

termine to a large extent the height of
the first branch from the ground. The
tendency among growers is to get the
head nearer and nearer the ground; and
there are many advantages arising from
thiis system; but we must not fail to count
the cost. In Quebec and the Maritime
Provinces, Where the snowfall is heavy,
if the head is very low down you wil1 Iose
it entirely. I have seen trees two, years
after planting stripped to a whip as the
snow subsided in the sprîng. I think it
is not safe to form a head lower than
thirty inches in these provinces.


