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farmer 1s not withng to putat off Gl the bulk of
the fall work 1s done.  One of these is to adopt
the plan i vogue in Mamitoba, and have the pro
prictor of the threshing machine bring cnough
wmen with him to do all the work connected with
. The great drawback to this would be to pro
vide accommodativn for so many men over night.
The Manitoba plan might, however, be adopted :
that of having the owner of the machine cairy a
sleeping tent with lum for lus wen. Another plan,
and one which, in some ways, perhaps, is more
feasible, is fur the farmier to hite all the hldp for
his own threshing instead of gotting assistance
from his neighbors.  This play, provided the men
could be hired when wanted, has many adsantages
over the present methud. It would enable the
fatmcr to get all lus threshing douc i a short
time, and whenever he wished, and it would not
be necessary to luse a lut of valuable time helping
his neighburs, By hiting the men not so many
would be nceded, as the farmer could compd! cach
one tu du a day’s work.  The only difficulty with
carrying out this plan is to hire the help when
needed. Unless a farmer lived near a village
where help could be had readily this plan could
not be carried out successfully.

There is a third plan, and one which we think
will commend itself to every intelligent farmer.
This 1s for every farmer to do lus own threshing
with very little 1if any help from outside the farm.
This can be done by the use of a small tread-
power threshing machioe.  These are usually
made for the use of a two or three-horse tread-
power, and wul do excellent work. They are
largely used in the Province of Quebec, where the
steam thresher 1s a rarity. For a farmer's per-
sonal use, with ordinary care, the machine will
Jast a Iifetime. The most popular machine 1s the
regular two-horse tread-power machine. It can be
placed on the barn floor in rough or wet weather,
and with closed doors the work can be done in-
side. A machine of this size would require four
men to run it, and it would thresh from forty to
sixty bushels of oats per hour and other grains in
proportion.  Recently a farmer near Edmonton,
N.W.T,, threshed 1,100 bushel of oats in one¢ day
with a threehorse tread power machine, and an-
other farmer in the same district threshed as high
as 450 bushels of wheat in one day.

From the foregoing 1t will be seen that this
small tread-power machine 1s capable of dong a
large amount of work if properly handled. On
the average hundred-acre farm one of these ma-
chines should do the threshing i four or five days
at the most, and this time could be divided- up to
suit the farmer’s convenience. The threshing
could he done on wet days when no outside work
could be carried on, and in tius way valuable time
would not be wasted. Though the small tread-
power machine is not used much in Ontario we
are inclined to think that it is the conmng ma-
chine fer the average farmer Other motive power,
such as a small gasoline engine, could be used in-
stead of the tread-power It will enable the farmer
to do his own threshing as he does his own harvest-
ing, and at the same time save valuable time and
money, which the present systemr nccessanly in-
volves.

Beware of Preservatives.

The use of preservatives in milk or milk products
is Leginning to receive the attention of the au
thorities in some of the states of the Union. Re
cently Dairy Commissioner Mitchell, of Wisconsin,
issued a circular to dairymen warning them against
the use of preservatives in milk. The following
quotation from his circular will be read with profit
by dairymen here:

‘It 15 now besond question that thorough cleanliness,
pasteurization and purificati== by centrifugal separator
treatment with syhsequent eanling milk may be <hipped tn
marke? 1n the warmest weather.  These cleanly and sani-
tary methods have come 1nto disuse fargely because chemi-
cal antiscptics have been advesused anllauled by ansan
julus nestram vendors as heirg eotirely harmiless, and
making all care and eleanliness wnnececcary  The use of
preservatives has gamned ground among milk shippers
unul the public 15 becoming  thutoughly aarmed, and
steps must be taken 10 prevent it.
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* During e lst year a now and most pewerful chemicat
disinfeerant has heen foivted vpon the market as heing
harmless, and with the additional advantage claimed that
1t could not be detected by chemncal means,  Ttus sub.
stance 1y furnug aldebyde. The subsiance s causue, and,
f alluwed tu renain up moihe hin, will cause intense burn
ing and itching, and the wiperticial layers will die and  peel
off after a fever  Doctors have been obliged to abandon its
usc as an :\l’“lScpllC 1 a very dijlute 'l')llll for prcscrv.mg F:\l’
washes and sinmlar golutiens, as continued contact in dila-
Ll Ay hlgh as 1o Loy ot the <kin 1o die and IJI‘('
off  This substance, o mnch more active than hnrax and
boracie acid, has been advertised over this state, and, when
the warm weather sets i, dairymen may be tempted to tr
iy of ey are aotanfoniued ol ats true name and chatacter

A couple of months ago there was some agua-
tion 1n Canada i regard 1o the use of preserva-
uves i butter. Tius was caused by a report from
Great Butain that merchants who sold butter con-
taung preservatives of any kind would be heavily
fined. Buttermakers here were urged not o use
preservatives of any kind excepting salt in - manu-
facwuring butter tor the Bnush markets.  We be-
lieve that our darymen gave heed o the wariing
given at that time, and that no injurivus preserva-
uves, such as burax or boracic acid, are now used
or have been used by our buttermakers for some
time back. As we previously stated, there is no
need whatever for the use of preservatives in mak-
ing butter for the British markets. If the milk
from wiich the butter 1s made 15 looked after
properly, and thorough cleanhiness observed, and
also the best methods adopted in manufacturning,
the butter can be sent to the Bntish markets n
good condition, providing the cold storage facih-
ties by rail and boat are taken advantage of.

The warning of the Wisconsin dauvy commis-
sioner is for mlk-srppliers only.  But 1t makes
Intle difference.  The use of an injurious preserva-
tive in any kind of a food product 1s dangerous.
‘The commissioner secems to adnut that some of
the Wisconsin dairymen, at least, are like dairy-
men everywhere, in that they are inclined to doas
little work as possible. This inclination to get
rid of doing things is a characteristic of mankind
that seems to be taken advantage of by vendors of
itk preservatives, butter-in a-minute churns, and
such like. They know that if they can reach some
lazy dairyman with a plan that will enable bim to
get along without observing cleanliness in milking
and care in looking after the milk, and also that
will enable him to get butter in a minute instead
of n half an hour, he is apt to ate, no matter what
injurious effect such a scheme will have upon the
milk or its product. It is, consequently, necessary
to keep on warning the penple against such prac
tices.

With regard to the use of preservatives, we do
not think there are any in tins country who use
them know? -g their injurious effects.  Nor do we
belicve they are used to any extent by those mak-
ing butter for the British markets. We bave
known, hiowever, patrons of cheese factories who
would preserve a can of milk over night by the
use of saltpetre or some such suhstance.  There
is no need whatever for anything of this kind if
the mi'k has been properly Inoked after from the
beginning and special attention given to aerating
and cooling it properly. When this, together -ith
thoraugh cleanliness, is ohserved in every case,
there 1s no need, under ordinary conditions, for a
preservative of any kind, cither to keep the milk
or to preserve the butter made from i, till it
reaches the consumer

The Binder Twine Supply.

Our prediction of a couple of weeks ago that
the price of binder twine was likely tu go up before
harvest was over has alrcady come to pass. Farm.-
ers, who have not their supply on hand, will have
to pay several cents per pound more than they
would have had 10 pay a few weeksago. Theres
now considerable cxcitement in the binder twine
trade circles. Dealers without large stocks ate
endeavoring to get hold of supplics, while the for
tunate few who have large stucks on hand are in
no way inchined to sell.

There are fears, now that an exceptionally big
harvest 15 assured, that there will lLikely be a
shortage of twine before the grain is all harvested.

Probably this may result.  But we are inclined to
think that farmers, realizing the situation, have
purchased their supplies earlier than usual and,
conscquently, have the bulk of the quantity need-
cd for this season already purchased. There will
be a tendency on the part of the farmer to make
the supply on hand go as far as possible 1f a scarc-
ity is likely to result, and in this way the famine in
binder twine that is being predicted in certain
quarters will not reach us this year. There is
more than one way of conserving the supply. In
additicn to making larger sheaves when cutting, a
great deal of the spring grain, such as oats, need
not necessarily be tied, but can be taken in loose,
and a saving in twine made in this way. Then, if
a farmer is pushed, he can go back to the old
fashioned method of binding the grain by bhand,
“and it would be no great hardship if this had to be
done for a small portion of the later harvest.
There is not mach doubt about there being a
sufficient supply for the wheat harvest, and when
this is gathered thereneed not be any great diffi
culty about the rest of the crop

However, according to the present condition of
the market, those who did not purchase their twine
a month or three weeks ago have evidently missed
it, and will have to pay a half if not three fourths
more for their twine supply. A couple of months
ago twine could have been bought by the farmer
for less than eight cents per pound and now twelve
or fifteen’cents will have to be paid. The price
on thi; side is about two cents lower than in the
United States.

Not only is this season’s supply being figured
upon, but many are predicting a scarcity for
two or three years to come. There 1s no manilla
to be had, and, if the Spanish-American war con-
tinues for a while longer, it may be sometime be-
fore the DPhilippine Islands will be able to
furnish any. Inthe meantime other raw materials,
such as sisal, will have to be used, and, as we
pointed out a few weeks ago, the supply of sisal
is not likely to be overly large for a year or two.
It would therefore seem by summing up the whole
situation that for two or three years at least binder-
twine will cost the farmer more than he has had
to pay during the past year or two.

Sanitation in Cheese Factories.

At this season of the year when the weather
bucomes excessively hot and the air dry it requires
a little more autention on the part of cheese
factory managers to keep the sanitary arrange-
ments around the factory buildingsin perfect order.
Even when this is done the location of a cheese
factory or a creamery may be detected quite a
piece away by the sense of smell. The whey
drippings or a leakage in the drains will soon
cause a cesspool sufficiently odoriferous to pro-
duce an attack of sea sickness. If, where the
sanilary conditions are given consdcrable atien-
tion, these disagreeahle vdors are lurking around,
what must be the nature of the odors where the
sanitary conditions are almost altogether neglected.
No odors ever come forth from such places ; they
are nothing but abominable stenches loaded down
with a living freight of disease-producing and
obnuxious germ life. No cheese-maker should
allow such a condition of things to exist. If he
cannot remedy the difficulty himself let him visit
the directurs immediately and, if they won't make
an effort ta do so, call in the lacal health officer.

It is often a swiprise to us that cheesemakers
as a class are bles. with such good health. 1t is
difficult to understand how makers working day
m and day out in some of the dirty, filthy, un-
sanitary factories we have seen can keep foul dis-
case away. Perhaps * familiarity breeds con-
tempt,” and the disease-producing germ prefers to
practise his art on some new and unfamiliar
ground. But not only 1s the health of the men
working in an unsanitary factury involved, but the
health of the people living 1n the locality of the
factory , and herein 1s another matter of surprise
that those, living adjacent to a cheese factory or
creamery where wholly unsanitary conditions pre-



