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happy in the choice of words nor in the manner of conbining thoui Every tenclier utut have notiecd that it ii entier to teacli soine
than is Shelley. Thie pupiia imighit writo notes on such oxpreaions cIildren tIan <tiiera. Not s> lnech ficux a dillurence in their
as, ' thirttiuîg fiweu" swyett bn'i'~" ' <yey bowers," "l lired natural ability, as that soume do not seen to know how te think.
by the love," "Ieaven's biue smtile," "ieteor eyes," "îmnorning
star," "ardorâ of rest and love," "swarn cf golden bees,"

sphetre-fire," " cenotapli," " caverns of rin."
Short lectures must be given by the teacher on such topies as

Ovalor.itive, electricity, cause of lightning, cause of thunder, the
appearance of the sky in fine weather, in a storm, the colora of the
rainbow, etc., etc.

TIlE PRACTICAL.*

A remnark male in my hearing the otier day suggested the sub
ject of thtis short piper. It was that not enîough of the practical
was discussed at the meetings of the Convention. I did not agree
with the renark. I. for one have looked forward overy year to
the neetingi of the Convention with pleasurable anticipation. I
have gene back to my work in school feeling that the meetings
have done mue good, that every yearsomse<hing lias bcen said that was
a real help to mie in mny work, and 1 an sure that thero are nany
teachers who feel as I do. Tiere are a great many people who be-
lieve that children should be taught nothiiig in school but what
will lielp> them to get on in the world. They want te sec direct
results. They would like, if possible, to sec a noney return for
the timue their children spend in school. How often one lcars it
said, " of what use will this or that study bu to imy child ? In a
few years he will have te earn his living, and I vant himu taught
what will enable hiim te do that.' They regard the education of
their children as a means to obtain the great ecd of advancement
in their worldly business. It never seins to occur to theui that
there i anything else in the world worth striving after but the
making of a confortable living. They forget, or rather they never
thini, that a good education, no matter what your station or occu-
pation in life is, is your own great reward. Teachers, too, in this
practical age are apt te be infected witi the saime spirit. They
sometines, in spite of their owii better judgmient, keep grinding
away continually at what they thiink will couit up best at tMeir day
of reckoning-exaninatioa day. There aer iany by-paths diverg-
ing froi the liard beaten highiway of school work that they know
would bu both pleasant and protitable to explore ; but they are
restrained from doiny so by the practicail .1sideratin--1 it pay.
On the onu la.i we sco the nischievous tendency of titis ultra
practical doctrine by the suspicious eyo thmat people cast on ail that
theytthink is not of direct and immînediate utility, and on the other
it is calculated to bu eqally hurtful in the school-roon by the nar-
rowing influence it lias upon the teaclier. What after al-of ail
the things we have learned in schtool, particularly in our early
school days, has bect of the most practical ise to us 1 In looking
back a few thingts stand obut distinctly in my ieimory. I have for.
gotten entirely lowi I luarned my letters, or how I acquired the
difficult rules of addition, subtraction, and mîultiplication ; but I
'-neimber with feeliigb of pleasure to this day, a belcved teacher
telling a class, of which I was a mîîenber, the thrillîng story of
" Little Red Riding* Hood," and singing to us the very unpractical
song cf "Froggie Would a Wooing Go." And once at a later stage
I runeiber a vencrable old gentleian cuming into our school and
examiining a class of bare-foot boys and girls in arithmetic.
What the exercises weru I forget ; whether they were liard or easy
I forget ; but, Ii, I distinctly -emnimbor that old nan's mile, his
kindly t'uch, and iii gentle, encouaraing words. Sich thiîngs
inay be very iipracticable, but I did not think so tlein, and I can't
aay thtat I have cianged iy mind simce.

'A pai er rcad i>y M.1 Liza Lanvn, at tiheî Co'nvoition of tie Prince
dvard Islaid 1eacher.î' Mocio, hat Octi ber.

The difference lies in the education the children get out of school,
tiere are lmanîy people who look uipont homte as mterely a place to
get their iueals and sleep. I aim not niow referriiie to those people
who, in the liard strugglo for existence, must of necessity leave
tlieir children pretty imuch to themuselves; but te the ultra practi-
cal people who look upon elteerful conversation, aunsing bocks and
gaies, as hindrances to the grand object of their life-moneoy
mîaking. Of course children fromt such homes as tiese will bu dull

and uinimîaginative. The teacher lias te exercise ail lis ingenuity
to rouso their sleeping intelligences. Oit the other hand, those

people wlio cultivate the graceftl, the beautiful, and ail such practi-
cal things in their homes, will setnd te the schools children who cana
bu approachied oit many sides. The books, the cheerful, intelligent
conversation whici the children have accuss to and take part in,
are educating the childroi in the best and mnost practical way fur
the business of life, in wlict they will soon have te engage. I
think that the schools hould make up te those who do not enjoy
those advantages, wiat they miss at honte. In the more advanced
classes I ait sure it would bu nuch tmore profitable for the students,
instead cf learnin in their Englisht Literaturo class at what period
such an auîtlor lived, and a list of what books lie wrote, and per-
liaps somte reviews of thoso books, for them te spend the time in
reading one or mure of dia works cf that author. As things are
now, such a course mtiglt not counst quite as well at an ecaiina-
tion, but the difference to tho student would moro tian compon-
sate. Those people who learn and reeniber a collection of words
about books put cite in mind of the botanist who can give you the
Latin naine for evory flower and plant-who can classify thein all-
but who never watdered abaut in the fresh. green woods, and who
never experienced the deligit in culling a boquet of flowers. I
would give more for the person's kntovledge of English literature
who laughed over the adventures of Mr. Pickwick and cried over
the sorrows of little Neill, titan I would for ne vo could givo you
day and date for ail the authors wlio ever lived. What cant bu more
enjoyable and more sociable than conversation ; but how fuw
people there are, even among those ivho call theinselves well edu-
cated, who can talk well oit any subject. Ve need 'ery mîuch te
have our hearta eiil.irged and our sypinathiiesbroadened. Anything
that helps to do this is practical in the best aeise. Can we not
begin the ivork in the school-roon i 1 an really anxious te know.
I am1 -:ry sure that mtany people are carrying this question of the
practical, as they understand it, too far. I htope that sote of the
teachers here will tilk a httle on the subject, and give us the
benelit of their ideas.

MADAGASCAR.

Madagascar consists of a central plateau or higimand rising fron
4,000 fect to 5,000 fet a*ove the lowlands of the coast, and froin
this plateau rise occasional volcanic cones, the hightest, Ankaratra,
being 8,950 feet above the sea. These volcanous extend from the
northern extremity of the island to the 20th parallel of south lati-
tude. Soutlh of titis appear grarite rocks, at least as far as 22°
south latitude. At higher latitudes thian this the rocks of the in-
terior arc practically unknown to Europeais. According te a
recent paper by Mr. F. V. Rudler, F.G.S., suvt-al crater lakes
and nineral springs abound ; and to the north of the volcanic dis-
trict of Ankaratra there is a treet of country containing silver, lead,
zinc, and copper ores. As regards building stones, besides the
gramtto whiclh is so guncral, there are vast beds of sandstone and
.ate butween the district 'if Ankaratra and the fossils, according
to M. Grandidier, the recent Firench traveller in the interior, are

preferable to the Jurassic systei, and comprise remains o hip-
poputamni, gigantic tortoises, and an extinct bird of the ostriclh
species. The coasta of the county are rich in timber, and it
would also appear that the inturior is a good mineral field.


