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theskilful the fariner might be-this was

cult to be found. In conclusion, nothing
caes more clearly the great advance
ch is beiig made in the agriculture of this
*try than the introduction and spread of a
,rclass of fim mnachinery. The machinery
conutr5 has pver been a gauge of the intel-

nce of its inliabitants; iron clad sh'ips and
uns are not the iamplemients of v.arfare of

:rous or sem-harbarous nations; ior are
diven thrashing machines and steam

,hs tie implement of a backwaud or bigoted
culture.

Rot in Sheep.

Plenty of slins, but we are saying ns little
ossible about it," was¯ the report recenîtly
a us by a f:iend w ho lives in a cer tain sheep-
«B. distriet, which shall be niameless. and of
m we had inquired how matters were pro.
'in' with respect to what sone call " the
llypecople."
Plenty of skins," is a very signfi cant expres-
telliig not only of actual lo.ses, but of

r points to which we nay allude before clos-
hezeremarlks. And when we see the bleached-
asîtures, saturated with water, and the equal-
eached-likce sheep, with their wool apparent-
uck close down upon thieir skins, but ready
'el off at the slightest touch ; when we no-
the yellow tinge which pervades the eyes,
the general absence of that sprightliness
h characterizes sheep in higli health; and
1 these and other well-known spnhptoms are
ermore accompanied by the teli-tale "poke"
wC feel assured that if there is not already,
soon wil1 be " plenty of shins,' although

hundatt r.jpply of that article is not accom-
ed, in that case, with either profit or satis-
on to the stoekmaster.
at isjuistly dreaded by the sheep-owner as the
direfil calamity which can befal his flock.
ceps oli the amnimals like a pestilence, and if
know to cxst or occur in a flock. a grave
cion arises as to the general hical th of that
--such a suspicion, moreover, becoming,
made pubile, a very serious matter; for all
are av.are U the stigma will avoid the risk
reh.sinîg when the seeds of a fatal disease
belu.king in the constitution of the animais.
these reiasons it is of the utmost consequence
e slieel).owner that every practicable ments
be resorted to in order to cure, if possible,
bat is nmuch better, to prevent the appear-
of thisd:sease, if suchi can be accomplished.
3w, we nay at once say we have no faith in
»ealled cures for rot, because by the tine
gins to be so much developed as«to attract
tion the disease is beyond the power of
tine. We must endeavour to prevent the
_nee of the malady ; we may délay its pro-
wlici sheep are even affected by it, but we

cannot actually cure it-we cannot eradicate it
so as to restore the afl'cted animals to a pristine
state of hcalth.

Excessive moistire stagnating in the soif is a
Ipredisposing cause U rut. We are not alluding
at present to the scientific %iew of the question,
embracing the histoty of thouse anînalculæe which
<xist in the i ers of iotlten shep : those who are
desirous of following out t .is pait of the subject
will find it fully and ably discuissed in Professor
Sinonds' admirable lecture, delivered at a week-
ly council meeting of the Royal AgriculturalSo-
ciety of Eigland, and reported, in Nos. 17 and
18 of our volunme for 1861. We are considering -
the subject practically, and for that renson we
refer in the first place to the c-Ucts produced oy
excessive riu;sture, .ai ticularly stagnant mois-
turc in causiiig rot anmong sheep. The removal
of this agent in the de% ulopeniett of the disease
is entirely within or leach. When we drain
the land we lessen the piobability, if we do not
actually renove altogether the possibility, ofrot
making its appearaice on sueh land. WIhen we
say this, we refer to sheep which are bred and
kept on draiu-d haid. It is true, cases of rot
may and do occur Un patures which are either
ai tificially or naturally dry ; but if so, we may
be certain1 that the diseasue is confined to sheep
which have been bouglht in, or brought from
another place wheî e draining lins been neglected;
unless, indeed, some rotting spot has been left
unnoticed and und. aiin'd in the range.of pasture.
We know this froin expeî ience. We have bought
sheep early in autumii-sheep which were appar-
enitly perfectly sound when purchascd, yet, ai-
though put on souid paustuire, those sheep have
rotted and died to such an extent that very few
remained alive out of the lot at shiearing time.
At the same time, sheep bred on the ground, and
others brouglit froin healthy localities, although
grazing alongt with the diseased sheep, and treat-
ed in every respect in the same manner, renained
perfectly sound. The seeds of the disease were
laid in those sheep priir to their purchase, al-
thoui, hi the disease itself had not become sufflci-
ently developed to attraet attention.

Referring to the death of sheep from rot during
the winter and spring mnonthis, Prof. Simondsre-
marks that the nost dangerous period for sheep
is about midsnnumei, particularly whei there is
mueh rain with the elevated temperature of that
seasont. It is at that period the founudation is
laid of the disease which terminates, somne months
after, in a ehange from a thriving to a wastiug
state of condition, in jaunidice-like appearance of
the skin, &c., in, the aceumulation of that particu-
lar swelling under the lower jaw which invaria-
bly accomupanies this disease, and in all the other
tokens of an unhealthy constitution ending in
death. We feel convinced that Prof. Simonds'
views are correc, and it shdws the necessity of
avoiding hasty conclusions when rot does make
its presence apparent during the winter montha.


