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eskilful the farmer might be—this was
alt to be found. Tn conclusion, nothing
als more clearly the great  advance
chis being ma(}e in thq agriculture of tl}ls
g than the introduction and spread of &
prclass of faum machinery.  The machinery
country has ever been a gauge of the intel-
qee ol its inhabitants; iron clad ships and
1 zuns are not the implements of varfave of
aous or semt-barbarous nations; nor are
pdiven thrashing machines and steam
ahs the implement of a backwatd or bigoted
calture.

Rot in Sheep.

Plenty of skins, but we are saying as little
ssible about it,”’ wus” the report recentiy
aus by a fiiend who livesin a certuin sheep-
2 dis\ncl, which shall be nameless, and of
o we hud inquired how matters were pro-
<oz with respect to what some call “ the
lly people.” - ..
Plenty of skins,” is a very significant expres-
_telling not only of actual losses, but of
rpoints to which we may altude before clos-
hezeremarks. And when we see the bleached-
pastures, saturated with water, and the equal-
“uached-like sheep, with their wool apparent-
uwk eluse down upon their skins, but ready
~l off at the slizhtest touch; when we no-
the yellow tinge which pervades the eyes,
the gener:\.l absence of that sprightliness
h characterizes sheep in high health; and
1these and other well-known spmptoms are
ermore accompanied by the teli-tale ¢ poke”
we feel assured that if there is not already,
< soon will be ¢ plenty of: skins,” although
_bundant sipply of that article is not accom-
¢, in that ease, with either profit or satis-
o to the stockmaster.
wisjustly dreaded by the sheep-owner as the
_fireful calamity which can befal his flock.
«teps off the ammals like a pestilence, and if
known to esust or occur in a flock, a grave
‘don arises as to the general health of that
—such a suspicion, moreover, becoming,
~made pubiie, & very sevious matter; forall
are avare of the stigma will avoid the risk
xehising when the seeds of a futal disease
beluking in the constitution of the animals.
these reasuns it is of the utmost consequence
esheep-owner that every practicable means
be resarted to in order o cure, if possible,
Jatis much better, to prevent the appear-
ofthis d'sease, if such can be necomplished.

9%, we may at once say we have no faith in
tealled cures for rot, because by the time
gins to be so much developed as to attract
tion the disease is beyond the power of
dne, We must endeavour to prevent the
«ance of the malady ; we may delay its pro-
~when sheep are even affceted by it, but we

cannot actually cure it—we eannot eradicate it
80 as to restore the aftected animals toa pristine
state of health. !

Excessive moisture stagnating in the soil is a
predisposing cause of rot. We ure not alluding
at present to the scientific view of the question,
embracing the histury of thuse snmaleulse which
axist in the tivers of 1otten sheep : those who are
desirous of folluwing out tLis pait of the subject
will find it fully aud ably discussed in Professor
Simonds' admirable lecture, delivered at a week-
ly council meeting of the Royal Agricultural So-
ciety of England, and reported, in Nos. 17 and
18 of our volume for 1861.  We are considering -
the subject practically, and for that reason we
refer in the first place to the cliects produced vy
excessive muisture, patticularly stagnant mois-
ture in causing rot amonyg sheep.  The removal
of this agent in the develupement of the disense
is entirely within our r1each. When we drain
the laud we lessen the pobability, it we do not
actually remove altogether the possibility, of rot
making its appeavianee on such land.  When we
say this, we refer to sheep which are bred and
kept on drained laud. It is true, cases of rot
may and do occur on pastures which are either
attificially or natarally dry; but if so, we may
be certain that the disvase is confined to sheep
which have been bought in, or brought from
another place wheie draining has been neglected;
unless, indeed, some rotting spot has been left
unuoticed and und. uine:d in the runge of pasture.
We know this from experience. We have bought
sheep early in autumn—shecp which were appar-
ently perfectly sound when purchased, yet, al-
though put on sound pasture, those sheep have
rotted and died to such an extent that very few
remained alive out of the lot at shearing time.
At the same time, sheep bred on the ground, and
others brought from healthy localities, although
grazing aloug with the diseased sheep, and treat-
ed in every respect in the same manner, remained
perfectly sound. The seeds of the disease were
laid in those sheep prior to their purchase, al-
thouzh the disease itself had not become suffici-
ently developed to attract attention.

Referring to the death of sheep from rot during
the winter and spring months, Prof. Simonds re-
marks that the most danzerous period for sheep
is about midsummes, particularly when there is
much rain with the clevated temperature of that
season. It is at that period the foundation is
laid of the disease which terminates, some months
after, in a change from a thriving 1o a wasting
state of condition, in jaundice-like appearance of
the skin, &c., in the accumulation of that particu-
lar swelling under the lower jaw which invaria-
bly accompanies this disease, and in all the other
tokens of an unhealthy counstitution ending in
death. We feel convinced that Prof. Sironds’
views are correc:, and it shows the necessity of
avoiding hasty conclusions when roi does make
its presence apparent during the winter months.



