a perilous journey of ten days, to be lucked
up by the so-called “President’” Riel, in
Fort Gasry for a week, and only allowed
out to see their friends.in the town, under a
guard. They both secured interesting in-
formation, but were ordered out of the
territory, as Riel thought they were “dan-
gerous characters,” so they left Fort Garry
for Pembina, U.S., the boundary post, one
day when the thermometer was about 40
below zero. They declared they would not
do the trip again for the whole North-West.
Mr. Robertson, after the “ Daily Telegraph”
ceased publication, proceeded to London,
Eng., where for three years he acted as
resident correspondent and business repre-
sentative of the Toronto “Daily Globe.” On
his return to Canada, 1875, he assumed the
business management of the “Nation,” edited
by the late Prof. Goldwin Smith. It is said
that during his managership of the “Nation,”
his friend, Mr. Goldwin Smith asked his
opinion as to the opportunities offered for an
independent daily evening paper in Toronto,
and that this conversation led up to the estab-
lishment of the “Evening Telegram,” which
first saw light in April, 1876. It is said to
be the only daily paper in Canada that has
paid its way from the start” Mr. Robertson
continued to conduct it until his death,
May 33, 1918. ““The imnmediate success of
this paper,” said the “Globe,” in a sketch of
his career published during his lifetime,
“is ample evidence that he has graduated
from a good school of journalism. Neither
accident or luck had aught to do with his
suceess. He launched out in mew and
oniginal lines, and the good fortunme that
attended his efforts was the outcome of
his energy, entbusiasm and expericnce,
reinforced by a persistence and resource
that would admit of no failure; it is these
qualities that he brings to his every under-
taking, and on the “Globe” he left behind him
a reputation that is worthy of his later
achievements.” This was publicly demon-
strated by his Masonic career and his
management of that great charity—the Hos-
pital for Sick Children. From the first he
has held high rank in the Masonic order. He
entered the Craft in 1867, and was W.M. of
his Mother Lodge, King Solomon’s, in 1880-1,
and of Mimico, No. 359, in 1879-S0. After
having served successively as Grand Senior
Wagden, as District Grand Master of the
Toronto District in 1886, he became in 1890
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada,
and was subsequently chosen Grand First
Principal of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

of Canada, 1894-5, and Provincial Grand
Prior, Ontario Centre, Sovereign Great Priory
of Canadian Knights Templar, 1882; was
Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of
Eugland in Canada, having been appointed
to succeed Sir John A. Macdonald in that
office on the latter's death, 1891; indeed,
every homor at the disposal of his fellow-
craftsmen had been accorded him. In Sep-
tember, 1902, in commemoration of the cor-
onation of His Majesty King Edward, the
Duke of Connaught (q.v.) then and now
Grand Master, was pleased to confer the
honorary rank of Past Grand Warden of
England upén’ several eminent personages,
including the subject of this sketch. For
many years Mr. Robertson was president of
the Canadian Copyright Association and
rendered important services in that regard,
and also Vice-President and President of
the Canadian Associated Press, and Hon.
President of the Toronto Press Club. He
was present, with his wife, by invitation,
in Westminster Abbey, at the coronation
of King Edward and Queen Alexandra.
As an author of Masonic works, Mr. Rob-
ertson is well known, having written the
“History of the Degrec of the Cryptic Rite
in Canada,” etc. (1888); “History of the
Knights Templar of Canada, from the Foun-
dation of the Order to the Present Time”

"(1890); ““Talks with Craftsmen” (1893);

*Freemasonry in. Canada,” 2 vols., 1,000
pages each (1899). He was a contributor to
the U.C. College Memorial Volume, 1893,
edited the “Diary of Mrs. John Graves Sim-
coe, wife of the First Lieutenant-Governor of
Upper Canada, 1792-6” (1911), as a press
notice said, “The book of the year, a superb
work,"” and the author and compiler of “Rob-
ertson’s Landmarks of Toronto” (7 vol: ) In
1888 the ambulance system in Toronto was
unsatisfactory, and with a view to making it
efficient, he imported from Loudon, Eng., a
modern ambulance, fully equipp2d, and pre-
sented it to the city. There are about sixty
ambulances in Canada made from this model.
The presentation marked a new era in this
branch of humane work. Hes later gave
a collection of 4,000 Canadian historical
pictures to the Toronto Public Library, the
largest colicction of its kind in the world,
valued at $150,000. In January, 1917, he
acquired and presented to the Public Library
a magnificent ornithological collection of

birds and game of Canada, donc in water-
color by William Pope, an Eaglish sportsman
and artist, who resided for forty years at
Port Ryerse, Ont. This collection of water-
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