
a perilous journey of ten days, to be Iucked
up by the so-called "President" Riel, in
Fort Garry for a week-, and only allowed
out to see their friends .in the towvn, under a
guard. They both secured interestiiig ini-
formation, but were ordercd out of the
territory, as Rie! tliought tliey ivere "'dan-
gerous characters," so they left Fort Garry
for Pembina, U.S., the boundary post, one
day when the thermoineter was about 40
below zero. They declared they would flot
do the trip again for the wliole North-West.
Mr. Robertson, after the " Daily Telegraph "
ceased publication, proceeded to London,
Eng., where fur three years he acted as
resident correspondent and business repre-
sentative of the Toronto ""Daily Globe." On
bis return to Canada, 1875, lie asstuned the
business management of the "Nation,"- edited
by the lat Prof. Goldin Smithi. It is said
that durng bis managership of the <«Nation,"
bis friend, Mr. Goldwin Smnith asked bis
opinion as to the opportunities offered for an
independent daily evening paper in Toronto,
and tlat this conversation led up to the estab-
lishuent of the <'Evening Telegrain," whidh
first saw liglit in April, 1876. It is said to,
be the only daily paper ia Canada that lias
paid its way froin the start: Mr. Robertson
continued to conduct it until bis death,
May 31, 191S. "'The iinmediate success of
this papet," said the ""Globe,-" in a sketch of
bis career publislied during bis lifetime,
"is ample evidenoe that lie bias graduated
froin a good sehool of journalismn. Neltie
accident or lucli bad auglit to do with bis
su-cess. He launched out lu new and
orig&ina1l Unes, and the good fortune that
attended, bis efforts was the outcome of
bis euergy, entbusiasm and experieuce,
reinforced by a persistence and resource
that would admit of no failure; it is these
qualities that lie brings to is every under-
taing, and on the "'Globe" lie left behind huzu
a reputation that is wortliy of lis Inter
achievemnts." This was publicly demon-
strated by bis Masonie career and bis
management of that great clbarity-tie Hos-
pital for Sic* Clidren. Prom the first lie
bas beld bigli ranlz- ln the Masonie order. He
entered the Craft in 1867, and wus W.M. of
bis Motlier Lodge, KJiag Solomou's, ia 1880-1,
and of Mimico, No. 359, ini 1879-80. After
baving served successively as Grand Senior
Wqrden, as District C-,and Master of the
Toronto District in 1886, lie became ln 1890
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada,
sud iras subsequently chosen Grand Pirst
Principal oi tht Grand Royal Arel Chapter

of Canada, 1894-5, and Provincial Grand
I'nior, Ontario Centre, Sovereiga Great Priory
of Canadian Kaights Templar, 1882; was
Grand Representative of the Grand I<odge of
E nglaud, in Canada, having been appointed
to succeed Sir John A. Macdonald in that
office on the latter's deatli, 1891; indeed,
every lionor at the disposai of lis felloNv-
craftsmen had been accorded liim. In Sep-
texnber, 1902, in commemoration of the cor-
onatiba of Ris Majesty King Edward, the
Duke of Connaught (q.v.) tlien sud now
Grand Master, was pleased to confer the
lionorary rank o! Past Grand Warden of
England upon* several eminent persouages,
includîng tlie subjeet of this sketch. For
many years Mr. Robertson was president of
the Canadian Copyright Association and
readered important services in that regard,
and also Vice-President aud Presiderut of
the Canadian Associated Press. and Hon.
President of the Toronto Press Club. HIe
was present, vith bis wife, by invitation,
la Westminster Abbey, at the coronation
of King Edward and Queen Alexandra.
As an author o! Masonie workzs, Mr. Rob-.
ertson is well k-nown, baviig ivritten tlie
"'History of the Degree of the Ozyptic Rite
li Canada," etc. (188); '"History of the
:Kniglits Texnplar o! Canada, from the Foun-
dation o! the Order to the Present Time"»
(1890); ""Talks with Craftsmen"' (1893);
1'Freeraasonry in. Canada," 2 VOlS., 1,000
pages esdli (1899). HIe ivas a contributor to
the U.C. College Memnonial Volume, 1893,
edited the "Diary o! Mrs. John Graves Sim-
coe, wife of the First Lieutenant-Governor of
Upper Canada, 1792-6" (1911), as a press
notice said, "'The booLc of the year, a superb
wor," and the autbor and compiler of "Rob-
ertson's Iadmarks of Toironto" (7 voL:-) lu
1888 the ambulance systemn in Toronto wazs
unsatisfactory, aud with a view to xnaking it
efficient, lie importcd from I,oudon, -Eng., a
modern ambulance, fully cquippa-d, and pre-
sented it to the city. There are about sixty
ambulances in Canada made, frosa this mode!.
The prescutation marked a new era li this,
brandi of liumnane work. RIe later gave
a collection o! 4,000 Canadian bistorical
pictures to the Toronto Public Library, the
largest collection o! its kinci ln the world,
v.-lued at $150,000. In January 1917, lie
acquired and presented to the Publie Librry
a magnifleent ornithologies! collection o!
birds and ganie of Canada, doue in water-
color by Wiliam Pope, an Zngl;sh sçportsman
sud artist, who rcsided for forty years at
Port Ryersez, Ont. This collection o! -water-
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