
THE CLOCKMAKER.

('HAPTFH I.

lUE TROTTING IIOnSK,

I w\s always well inoimtod; I am fond of a horse, and always

pifliied myself on having tho fastest trotter in the Province. I liave

made no great progress in the world, i feci doubly, tiiereforo, the

pleasure of not being surpassed on tho road. I never fool so well or

80 cheerful as on horseback, for there is somv.thii)g exhilarating in

quick motion ; and, old as I am, I feel a pleasure in making any per-

son whom I meet on the way put his horse to tho full gallop, to keep

pace with my trotter. Poor Ethiopo ! you recollect him, how ho

was wont to lay back his cars on his arched neck, and push away
from all coir petition. lie is done, poor fellow ! tho spavin spoiled his

speed, and he now roams at large upon * my farm at Truro.' Mohawk
never failed mo till this summer.

I pride myself (you may laugh at such childish weakness in a man
of my age), but still, I pride myself in taking the conceit out of cox-

combs I meet on the road, and on the ease with which I can leave a

fool behind, whose nonsense disturbs my solitary musings.

On my last journey to Fort Lawrence, as the beautiful view of

Colchester had just opened upon me, and as I was contemplating its

richness and exquisite scenery, a tall thin man, with hollow cheeks

and bright twinkling black eyes, on a good bay horse, somewhat out

of condition, overtook mo ; and drawing up, said, I guess you started

early this morning, sir? I did, sir, I replied. You did not come
from Halifax, I presume, sir, did you? in a dialect too rich to be mis-

taken as genuine Vankee. And which way may you be travelling?

asked my inquisitive companion. To Fort Lawrence. Ah I said he
so am I, it is in my circuit. The word circuit sounded so profes-

sional, I looked again at him, to ascertain whether I had ever seen

him before, or whether I had met with one of those nameless, but
innumerable limbs of the law, who now flourish in every district of

the Province. There was a keenness about his eye, and an acuteness

of expression, much in fav6ur of the law; but the dress, and general

bearing of the man, made against the supposition. His was not the
coat of a man who can afford to wear an old coat, nor was it one of
' Tempest and More's,' that distinguish country lawyers from coun-

1


