S, tbe Montrenl Department ﬂxe average ndvamce is 8§ per cent. on‘cost‘ on goods
Vat the Depot, t'he bwbest bemg 2-3 per cent. on- the supphes of Abxtibx, and ‘the othersi at-a .

'lowermtg_ S . . : ; e : K
A porhon of the snpph% for the Northern Department are sent by the Company N
";vssel to York Factory Here the frexght and duty, &e., are. added to the cost of the.goods .~
L intended for the trade of York Factory District and the Coast Posts, which are charged mth ‘;“; R
oa further advance of from’ 5 to 8'per cent. accordmo to their axstance from the Factory. e
The total amonnts added for mland tmnspartm Ontﬁt 18"6 are ns fo]lows T

I\ortbem 'Deyartmcnt sso 000 on goods valued at $377 000

- “Montreal - » 4500 e e ' .so,ooo
‘79,300 oo - 8508,000 -

The Invenwneﬁ, bwdes the . Enmpeun Ca.nadmn, and Amencan ooods, contam
count.ry -made articles,: live - stock, amounts expended on bmldmgs, mprovements, and
"’““"tsmndm« debts “ : , R oo R
- ~We find that. af ‘the moet of the Dlstnets, Med:cmes, Statxonery, and arnclw in daily i
as well as damurred and unmleable goods, are enumemted but ‘not valued in the -

Deductxons are made from tbe hve stock of 33 per cent. in the more remote Dlstncts
ere the cattle are exposcd to con31demble danoer dunno' the wmter ; in otber Districts the -

ednchons are not so grent.

The cost Bf pew ‘buildings and such repmrs “as are \'alued are spread 6ver five years, ‘
per cent. bemg written off In. every yesr in nsual cases. : o

With reference to tbe system of valmno outsta.ndmg debts, we have not found it to be -
either uniform or entirely satisfactory. - Arbitrary percentages of deductions are applied in
different Districts. In some cases three columns are introduced for good,. doubtful, and bad -

 debts. At Edmonton, the prmcxple is as follows : ——One- third is written off from ‘the doubtful
debts; the remainder, i.e., two-thirds of the doubtful debts; are added to the total of the good -
debts; and one-third is then deducted from thut total It 1mp0551ble to underst:md the :

: prmclple of this proceedmg

In McKenzie Rn'er and ‘Athebasca, the Inventories contain only a few itéms clusSiﬁed
as Outstanding Debts in respect of accounts with missionaries.  If goods bave been . supplied N
to Indians, and therefore have been taken from the Inventory, they remain an asset of the:
Fur Trade ; but they are not valued, and the Furs received in return for such advances would
swell the profits of the ensuing year. - ~

In Saskatchewan District, neither the bad nor the doubtful debts are valued at all andk
one-half is written off from the good debts.  In the Inventory of this District for Outfit 1875,

' no less a sum tban $16,000 has been deducted from the Inventory value on debts classified as -
good This is clearly inadmissible; either the debts should be classified as ‘doubtful, orso large
a sum should not be deducted. Prior to 1874, the: de"its In the Saskatchewan District were

not valued at all.. In Outfit 1874 Freemen’s Balances were, for the first time valued upon

- Inventory.at 50 per cent.,-and the same eystem appears to have been followed in ‘subsequent
Outfits, not only for Frecmen's Balances but for other debts, a long list of which is given

at the close of the Inventory of the Saskatchewa.n District. Lo e

The attention of the Chxef Commxssxoner has bean called to the“‘mntter', with the’
view of baving it placed on 2 more so.nsfuctory footmg o

‘ n an account called « Fort Garry Customers” Balances, ” the clussxﬁcahon of the debts

s set out as good, doubtful, and bad. One-half of the doubtful and the whole of the oad

h debts are deducted irom the total amount ontstandmg : . . : .



