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' The Emperor Nicholas II has already
reigned for pearly ten years and ruled
for fully eight; yet the concréte man,
this individual character and the order
of motives to which it is sensible are
nearly all as legendary as those of

myths, mainly of German origin, en-
wrap his figure, hiding it from the vul-
gar gaze as thoroughly as though_he
were the Dalai Lama; and the fanciful

is as abstract and as colorless as that
of our legendary Russian princes. Be-
youd the precincts of the palace his per-
son is transfigured, his most trivial deeds
are glorified, and his least disinterested
motives are twisted and, pulled into line’
with the fundamental ?principles of
ethics. The result is a caricature closely
bordering on the grotesque. Nikolai
Alexandrovitch is depicted as a prince
of peace, a Slav Messiah sent for the
salvation, not of his own people only,
but of all the world. The most precious
porcelain of human clay was lavished
in the making of this umnique ruler, who
stands upon a much higher level than,
that of the common run of mortals or
of kings, in virtoe, not only of the dread
responsibilities laid upon him by the
Most High, but by reason of his own
Dpassionate love of humanity and his
selfless devotion to the true and the
good. .In short, he is an “Uebermensch”
whose innate goodness of heart exceeds
even his irrespounsible power.

But no newspaper hero is a prophet in
his own country for long; and Nicholas
II did not play the part in Russia for
more than a twelvemonth. His father’s
reign had ended in utter moral exhaus-
tion, in the blasting of hopes, the kill-
ing of enthusiasm, the blackness of de-
spair. Better things were confidently
expected of the son, because worse was
rashly held to be impossible. But the
credulous masses were again mistaken
and soon became .conscious of their ter-
ror. All Burope will know it soomn.

Nicholas II began his reign in 1894
as a highly sensitive, retiring young
man, who shrank instinctively from the
fierce light that beats n the throne.
In spite of his camp-experience he was
still- his mother’s child, passivity his

its temporary . symptoms. But that
phase of his existence was short, and
the change from the chrysalis to the
butterfly very rapid. .

Men still ecall vividly to mind the
Emperor’s first meeting ‘awvith one of the
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The most rémarkable article ever
printed about Emperor Nicholas II of
Russia appeared in the Quarterly Re-
view for July, 1904. This article is from
the pen of a Russian official of high ’
rank. The folowing extracts will give
an altogether different idea to thiat pop-
ularly entertained of His Majesty.

a spirit of self-exaltation which has gone
on pgain.ing strength in accordance with
the psychologicai law that pride usurps
as much space as servﬁlrts_' is ready to
vield. Nikolai Alexandrovitch soon be-
gan to look upon himself as the centre
of the world, the peacemaker of man-
kind, the torch-bearer of civilization
among the “yellow” and other ‘‘barbar-
ous” races and the dispenser of almost
every blessing to his own ‘havppy peorp}e.
Taking seriously this his imaginary mis-
sion, he has meddled continuously and
directly in every affair of state, domes-
ti¢ and foreign, thwarting the course of
justice, undermining legality, impover-
ishing his subjects, boasting his fervent
love of peace, and yet plunging his tax-
burdened people into the horrors of a
sanguinary and needless war. 1
The only government suited to Russia
is a strong monarchy; but pebw en thgs
and a wild ©Oriental despotism there is
a difference. Nicholas II, although not
‘guided by his official advisers, has never
been a free and independent ruler. Dur-
ing the first part of his reign he was
kept in leading-strings by his mother,
who, as soon as he ascended the throne,
impressed uwpon him the necessity of
imitating in all things his ‘“never-to-be-
forgotten father.” That phrase was en-
graven upon the tablets of his memory,
and is ever at the tip of his tongue and
the point of his pen. For long it was
the “open sesame” to his heart and
mind, because he strives counscientiously
to be a perfected copy of Alexander I1I,
and believes that he has already at-
tained the end. In reality the two men
are as far asunder as the sposiftiv'e and
negative poles.  The father, sin ere,
gloomy and narrow-minded, at least\in-
stinctively 'felt fhis © limitations, d
steadily kept within them. He strove
with, indomitable perseverance and- oc-
casional success to secure within the
narrow circle of his acquaintances the
best men, and, having once chosen an
adviser, always asked his counsel, and
usually followed it. Again, breach of
faith was an @bomination to him, and
his word was regarded as betfer than
any bond, fin spite of his mistaken atti-

historic institutions of the empire. It
Was a raw November day in 1894, The

tude toward the Finns and his broken

promise in regard to Batoum. But in all

vited His Majesty to dinmer for the fol-
lowting fThursday; and the Emperor gra-
ciously consented. But on the ‘Thursd
fixed for the imperial repast, Sipyaghin’s
nb'gldy was carried to its last resting
place.” ~ .

His Majesty now had. another opp
tunity for showing his judgmept a
gratifying his predilections. Amenable
chiefly 10 tangible and visible influences,
his choice fell upon M. de Pléhve, who
speedily developed into the formidable
dictator of all the! Russias. 4

‘M. de Plehve cannot be classified by
nationality, genealogy, church or party.
Of « parentage, of German blood

i
Y ment of Finns, the gpoliation of Arme-

‘with a Jewish stoain, of uncertain re- |

ligious denomination, his ‘ethical worth
was gauged aright years ago by his col-
leagues in the ministry of justice, and
recently again in the council of minis-
ters. Aware of tkeir hostile judgment,
his first acts were caleulated to modify
it. He set out for the sacred shrine mear
Moscow, the Troitsko-Serghieffsky mon-
astery, where he devoutly received holy
communion at the hands of an orthodox
priest. While he was thus displaying
his piety in view of his subordinates,
the peasants in Kharkoff and Poltava
were being cruelly flogged by his orders
for showing signs of disaffection. Visit-
ing those provinces in person, M. de

Plehve promptly rewarded the governor|.

of Kharkoff for flogging the malcon-
tents at.once and punished the gover-
nor of Poltiva for flogging them onmly
as an afterthought.

‘The revolt of the peasants, which was
repeated in Saratoff and elsewhere,

marks an era in Russian history, for it !

resulted in M. De Witte’s-commission of
inquiry into t’he condition of the agri-
cultural classes in Russia and in that
minister’s fall. The marshals of the no-
bility were empowered to summon mem-
bers of the Zemstvo, landed proprietors
and anybody else who could enlighten
them in their investigations. Peasants,
too, were asked to give their views, and
all were encouraged to speak out freely.
And this was the question asked: If
the peasantry are materially impover-
ished and physically degenerating. if
their livestock is dwindling to mothing
and if the flood they eat is less in quan-
tity and worse in quality than ever be-
fore, is nature to blame or man? And if
man, what man? "The results of the in-
quiry 'were convincing, for, without pre-
violis consultation, those spokesmen of
various social classes throughout Rus-
sia, whose interests conflict in many
ways, were practically as one ‘in their
opinion.  Partial t¢o euphemisms, they

}
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members of the\: state council, many of
them veteran officials, who had served
the ICzar’ great-grandfather, were con-
wvened to do homage to the mew mon=
arch, and iong before the time fixed
-'were gathered together at the appointed
place, their ‘bodies covered with gorge-
-ous costumes and their faces hidden
with courtly masks expressive of awe
and admiration, But he came and went
like a whiff of wind in a sandy waste,
léaying them rubbing their eyes. They
had expected imperial majesty, but
" were confronted with childish constraint,
. a shambling gait, a furtive glance and
spasmodic- movements. . An undersized,
pithless lad sidled into the apartment
in which these hoary dignitaries were
respectfully awaiting him. With down-

cast eyes and in a_shrill falsetto voice

he ‘hastily spoke a single sentence: “Gen-
tlemen, in the name of my late father.
I thank you-for your services,” hesitated
for a second, and then, turning on his
heels, he was gone. They looked at each
other, some in amazement, others in
pain, many uttering a mental prayer for
the weal of the mation; and after an
;wlnward pause they dispersed to their
omes.

* The nation’s next meeting with His
Majesty took place a few days later
upon an occasion as solemn as the first,
but in thé interval he had been hypno-
tized by M. Pobedonostseff, lay bishop
of the autocracy, who has*the secret of
spiritually unointing " and intellectualiy
equipping the chosen of the Lord, {l‘he
keynote of the Emperor’s secondf ap-
‘pearance was dignity—inaccessible, al-
most human dignity. All Russia
had .gathered together in the per-
sons the’ representatives of the Zem-
stvos or local boards—we may call them
embryonie county councils—to do bom-
‘age to His Majesty on_his accession to
the throne. Loyal addresses without
number, drawn up in the flowery lan-
guage of Oriental servility, had been
presented from all those institutions.
One of these documents—and only one—
had seemed to M. Pobedonostseff to
smack of Liberalism.. No less loyal in
form or spirit than those of the other

boards, the address drawn up by the.

Council of Tver vaguely expressed the
mcdest hope that His Miajesty’s confi-
dence might flot be wholly restricted to
the bureaucracy, but would likewise be
shared by the Russian people and by
the Zemstvos, whose devotion to the
throne was proverbial. This was a rea-
sornable wish; it could not seriously be
dubbed a crime; and, even if it bespoke
a certain spirit of mild imdependence,
it was after all the act of a single
Zemstvo, whereas the men who had
come to do homage to the Emperor were
the spokesmen not of one Zemstvo, but
of all Russia. Yet ithe antoorat strode
majestically into the brilliantly. lighted
hall, and with knitted brows and tightly
drawn lips turned wrathfully upon the
chosen men of the nation mnd, stamping
his little foot, ordered them to put away
such chimerieal notions, whieh he would
never entertain. Such was the Czar’s
first imperious assertion of his divine
vice-royalty, and' even staunch partisans
of the autocracy blamed it as harsh and
ill-advised.

Between those two public appearances
of Nicl!olas IT lay that short period of
suggestion during which the impression-

these characteristics the son is the very
opposite to his father. Unsteady, half-
Learted, self-complacent and fickle, he
changes his favorites with his fitful
moods, allowing & band of casual, ob-
scure and dangerous men to usurp the
functions of his responsible ministers,
whose recommendations are ignored,
whose warnings are disregarded and
whose measures for the defence of the
state are not only baffled, but resented
as symptoms of disobedience.

The sway wielded by his mother over
Nicholas IT soon came to an end, owing
chiefly to differences hbetween herself
and her daughter-in-law on the subject
of the Emperor’s children. In the course
of ‘that rivalry the strenuoiis* opposition
of the young wife checked the influence
of the mother over the son. One of the
‘consequences of this domestic struggle
for the mastery was that the Emperor
freed himself partially, and for a time,
from unofficial control, and his first
spontaneous act in the second year of
his reign was to appoint M. Goremykin,
a man devoid of qualifications, to the
post 0f minister of the interior .(1896).
This official remained in power for
three years, and was then translated to
the presidency of the committee of min-
isters—a sort of respectable refuge for
ex-statesmen. His successor, M. Sipya-
ghin, chosen by the influence of the
Dowager Empress, was nicknamed “the
Boyarin,” from his extreme love of au-
cient Russian customs and traditions,
and the childish ways in which he mani-
fested them.

‘His flace wreathed in amiles, his words
sweetened with the honey of adulation,
he infected his master and many of his
owr equals with the optimism of Can-
dide. ' All was for the best in thaj.hest
of states, Russia, thanks to the greatest
and best of monarchs, Nicholds I1I. That
was the faith of Sipyaghin, who loved
his sovereign sincerely, and mistook that
love for patriotic duty. In return the
Emperor warmed to him, making him
not his friend only, but his comrade,
and singling him out for special marks
of favor. For instance, although His
Majesty, as a rule, never dines or sups
at the house of a minister, he made an
exception for M. Sipyaghin.

M. Sipyaghin’s aseendancy over Nich-
olas TI reached a point at which the
jealousy of M. Pobedonostseff was
aroused; it touched even religion. For
the minister of the interior, encroaching
in his light, off-hand. manner upon the
domain of the chief procurator of the
Most Holy Synod, induced the Czar to
visit Moscow and spend Passion Week
thel:; and th(; tripowus successful be-
yond expectation. n this pilgfimage
M. Sipyaghin treated the Emperor as
Potyemkin dealt with Catherine II; he
enveloped him 1 an atmosphere of pop-
ular affection, surrounded him nwith sig-
nal proofs of his subjects’ prosperity,

satisfaction. ‘But while
was thanking heaven that his people
i cts were being despoiled
of their hard-earned- money, and many
were .being imprisoned or banished,
some’for obeying the commands.of God,
others ‘for infringing the unjust laws of |
the government. M. Sipyaghin, who
was not a gruel man at heart, was hated
a8 the champion and inspirer of this

able youth had been made not so much

to believe as to feel that he was God’s | h

lientenant, the earthly counterpart of '
his divine Magter. From that time for-
ward His Majesty has been filled with

misrule. Friends warned him to be on
is guard; but, replying that he would
continue to do his duty, he went light-
heartedly on his wWay..

On Monday, : 1 14, 1901, he in-

\

intoxicated him with the wine of self- |
His Majesty | should oppose his

condemned the system of administration.
‘Datting their i’s and crossing theit t's,
M. de Plehve called that system by the
name of avtocracy; and no Russian can
. honestly say that he'was wrong.

The reform inaugurated by Alexan-
der IT, when he struck off the fetters of
serfdom, ought, so these commissioners
held, to be further developed. The peas-
ants should be freed from the shaeckles
of special penal legislation. They should
be taught to read, to keep themselves
clean in body and in soul, to cope with

‘t_‘he horrible diseases which in their ig-
! norance they now communicate to each
other, to shake off the nettwork of super-
stition ‘which is eating away their spir-
itnal nature as the poison of infection
.is undermining their physique, and to
: fit themselves for trade and industry.
That was the opinion of all Russia’s
! representatives—mnoblemen, landed pro-
prietors, doectors, .Jawyers, tradesmen
and peasants,

Yet the men who uttered it were pun-
ished for their audacity. M. de Witte
had exhonted them to speak their minds,
the Czar punished them for obeying his
minister, and M. de Plehve encounraged
the Czar.

M. de Witte is @ statesman of ‘high
ppowers and great limitations—a finan-
cier whose earlier policy. did, I believe,
much harm, as his  mature acts did
much good, to the nation. As minister
he came eventually to understand the
needs of his time and country, and
snught with alternating success and fail-
ure to satisfy them; his work was a
nmixture of premise, achievement and
failure. If the one-eyed man is neces-
sarily the leader in the kingdom of the
blind, M. de Witte deserved to be the
head of the government in contempo-
rary Russia. But the members of the
camarilla refused to have thim, and with
the monarch’s support they proved more
powerful than he; for they a;lreadx‘had
brought things to such a pass that none
can now serve Russia as ministers but
sudh as are skilful in flattering the
Czar—and M. de Witte was not one of
these. He not only spoke freely  to
i Nicholas II, but refused to vhange his
opinion in accordance with the Em-
pevor’s desires. He also declined ‘o
dupe the foreign powers. “Your Majes-
ty pledged your word to evacuate Man-
churia, and the world believed you. Rus-
sia will now lose all credit, and perhaps
not even gain Manchuria, if it please
Your Majesty to break that pledge.
War also will follow, and we sorely
need peace. Besides, Manchuria is use-
less to us. 'Therefore I caunot be a
party to this policy.” 'Thus plainly
spoke the finance minister, heedless of
courtly phraseology. “Witte is a
haugh'ty dictator, who gives himself the
‘air of an Emperor.” So spoke the cour-
tiers among themselves and to His
Majesty through the Grand Dukes. And

‘he autocrat, wrathful that a subject
is “wishes and refuse to
cooperate with him in professing to

‘were happier than foreigners, millions of i'W\ork for peace while provoking war,

'dismissed him. To the Russian nation
‘that loss meant great bloodshed, vast
‘expense, wirespread misery; what' else
it involves we cannot-yet say.

M. de Plehve (assassinated since this
article was iwritten) is now the most in-
fluential personage ‘in the Rusgian em-
pire—a Muscovite grand vizier, who
wields absolute power over what we
mray ‘be pardoned for calling the greatest
mation on -the globe; and he holds his
position at the pleasure of his Imperial
master. Whether he remains in office

'
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or is dismissed tomorrow depends not
on the good or the evil that may resunlt
from his arbitrary administration, but
on the success which attends his en-
deavors to keep the Czar ih counte-
nauce and to persuade the wayward
monarch that autocracy “is safe in his
hands.

The massacres of Jews, the banish-

mians, the persecution of Poles, the exilé
of Russian nobles, the flogging of peas-
ants, the imprisonment and butchery of

. Russian ‘workingmen, the establishment

of -a widespread system of espionage|

and the abolition of law are all measures
which the minister suggests and the
{Czar heartily sanctions.
like his colleagues, would not be minis-
ter if his regime were really helpful to
the country. That is the unpalatable
truth which must be told about the gov-
ernment of Nieholas II.

M. de Plehve,:

Another of the Czar’s welldbeloved |

advisers is M. Muravieff, the minister
of justice, who 'has cheerfully and stead-
ily subordinated all justice to the per-
sonal vagaries of his sovereign. He is
one of those plastic public men, of the
type of Bertrand Barer®, whom one
finds in all countries in a state of social
and political ‘chaos. Today there is no
limit to his subservieney to the Em-
peror: ltomorrow no man would be sur-
prised to see him vote with Russiau
Jacobins for the suppression of the au-
tocracy. Through him the law rcourts
Teceive timely hints about the wishes of

the rulers of Russia.

that the Emmveror is a,toel in the hands
of his ministers; it is they who are his
irstruments, merely sugeesting meas-

alating his will.

They make him feel that what he
thirks is correct, what he says is true,
twhat he does. is right. This Hobbesian
view of 'his position has been carefully
engrafted upon his mind by the two
theorists of autocracy, M. Pobedonost-
seff and Prince Meshtshersky.

‘The ICzar, then, is what inherited ten-
dencies and the doetrines of Pobedonost-
m6ff and Meshtshersky have made him.
Between humanity and divinity he is a
tertium quid. Such is the doctrine of
the two theorists of autocracy: such the
conviction of their pupil. He is the one
essence in the empire; they are his or-
gans. - Hence they strive to please him,
to carry out -his behests, to anticipate
his wvishes, to suggest plans in harmony
with his fixed ideas or passing moods.
Necessarily, also, they color and distort
facts, events and consequences; for,
while he ‘can appreciate effects, his fac-
ulty ~2 discerning their relations to
causes is almost atrophied. Fle is ever
struggling with phantoms, fighting with
iwindmills, conversing ‘with saints or
'cousnlting the spirits of the dead. But
of the mepns at hand for helping his
people or letting them help themselves
he does not avaii himself.

‘Books he has lorg ago ceased to read,
and round advice he is incapable of
listening to. 2
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“How do yo1 think I look in me new

$4.50 suit?”

“Jest de same as you always did<+
lfm tirty cemts.”

Meeting Provincial
Mining Association

8essien of the Executive Open
in Victorila Tomorrow
Morning.

Bus'ness Slated For Dlscﬁss-
fon—What President Keen
' Says.

Quite a number of representative min-
ing men, from various parts of the prov-
ince, are expected here this evening,
to attend the executive couference of
the British Columbia Mining 'Associa-
tion, which opens at 10 o’clock ox Mon-
day morning. = Mr. John Keen, the
president of the association, is already
in the city, having arrived a couple of
days ago to attend to preliminaries look-
ing to the opening of the session.

The following subjects have already
been noted for considesation on the
agenda paper :

The date of the next convention.

‘Communications_from the branches.

Secretary’s report and financial state-
ment for 1904.

‘Reports from committees on
poration, legislation, taxation,
and surface rights.

0 eonsider the relation of the asso-
ciation to the department of mines re-
cently created by the Dominion, and
the administrator thereof (who gbould
be a member from British Columbia).

To consider the best means of getting
in touch with the American Institute of
Mining Engiuneers, ‘so as to assist them
to obtain the largest amount of informa-
tion relative to mining in British Co-
lumbia in the shortest pussible time.
The area is enormous and the time
limited, so edich local branch must put
forth its best effort to get ready to do
its utmost for the American visitors, fox
the more work the asso iation get ready
to do the more they can 'do with least
trouble to themselves.

Budget—Probable income for ensuing
year and expenditure.

One important matter to be dealt with
has reference to the next general con-
vention of the association. Speaking of
this last evening, Mr. Keen said it
would be a question whether a con-
vention should be held immediately, or
whether. it should be postponed to fit
in .with the meeting of the American
Institute of Mining Engineers, which is
to be held here about midsummer.

“However,” he remarked, “members
of the executive will assemble here on
Monday from all parts of the province
and will be préepared, from. their knowl}-
edge of the feeling of all lgeal organi-
zations. to arrive at a defidite conclu-
sion ‘as to when the convention shall
be called. The Victwria branch is ready
to prepare for the conveution at any

incor-
mining

their arrangements when they are put
in possession of the date.” ’ /i

Referring to ‘matters not specified in
the agenda, Mr. Keen said that a com-
mittee will be appointed to draft a peti-
tion to the Honse for an amendment to
the Placer Mining Act, to prevent
placer and quartz miners occupying the
same area of ground at one time, which
has been held to be possible under the
present laws by the Supreme court of
the province.

“In other words,” said he, “placer
claims have, during the past year, been
located on ground lawfully occupied by
A mineral ‘claim. = A full-sized mineral
elaim eontains 52 acres. A placer claim
is a piece of ground 250 feet square.
It would thus appear that 34 placer
claims can - be located over the 52 acres
covered by the mineral claim. ‘There
have already been several instances
which have created considerable trouble,
notably one in the Poplar Creek min-
ing camp, and others elsewhere. The
intention off tho executive is to prepare
a petition on Monday morning which
they will endeavor to get somne member
to present to the House on Monday
afternoon.

As'to_the meetings of the executive
which open héFe on” Monday, Mr. Keen
said they would be open to ali parties
interested in mining matters. He
thou‘:,-ht the sittings would extend over a
week, 4 .

_Moakey Brand 5o cieans kitchen uten

ils, steel, iron and tinware, knives and
forka. and all kinds o cutlerv. p.

the Orown in those cases which interest:

It is a mistake, therefore, to imagine.

ures palatable to the monarch and form-

!

time, and are simply waiting to perfect |fi

Salmon Bill /
Passes Senate

Washington Likely to Adopt a
Parallel Legislation

Text of Measurc Before Parlia-
mentarians of Neighbor
State.

J. P. Babcock, fishery inspector, has
returned from Olympia, where hn
watched the progress of the bill brought
forward in the Washington legislature
for a close season, similar to that 1o
be enforced by the Dominion gove:n-
ment with regard to the salmon fisher-
ies of this province. After a lively joirt
meeting of the house and Senace fishi-
€ry committees of Washington, it has
been shown that the temper of the Se -
ate is in favor of a 36-hour close set-
son for sockeye salmon fishing raca
week, and a 45 days’ close season in
1906 and 1908. The Senate will recom-
mend the'passage of the bill; if there
is to be.a fight it will be upon the flooc
of the house.

Representative Roth, of Whatcom,
stated the case for the closed season as
follows : L]

“Everyone knows that the salncn
business in the last three years has been
a dismal failure. Many cannerymen are
in the hands of receivers, others
are broke, and many of those
not 'broke are badly bent. Many
redsons are given for this con-
dition, many fine theories are spun
explaining, or seeking to explaio, this
condition. But the level-headed business
man and citizen does not need theory or
fish-lore to tell him the underlying cause.
He knows the reason to be over-fishing
during the last three years. The fsh
have failed to appear because the waters
have been fished out. It is mo iouger a
question as to whether or not hatcheries
are a success—experience has proven be-
yond all doubt that if properly conduct-
ed the hatchery will greatly assist in
keeping up the supply, but even hatcher-
ies cannot succeed without fish.

Spawns in Fraser.

“In British Columbia an “identical sit-

men there, as here, realize that effectual
work must be done, which can only be
accomplished by co-operation of the two
governments, for the reason that the
sockeye, the principal food fish of com-
merce, is a Fraser river fish, This fish
runs in Puget Sound waters, but his
home  and spawning ground is the
Fraser.

“Many millions of salmon are hatched
yearly by the state of Washington, bu
the sockeye species are not among the
number.

*“The cannerymen and fishermen on
tie Columbia river in the states of Ore-
gor and Washington have reached a
closing agreement which is to be crys-
tallized into law. Why do not the Puget
Sound and British Columbia interests
get together? The British Columbia gev-
ernment has enacted a law providing for
a closed season of 86 hours each week
during the sockeye seasons during the
years 1905 and 1907, and for the com-
plete seasons in the years 1906 and 1908.
This sesson extends from July 1 until
‘August 25 of each year.

“The enactment or thq Canadian gov-
ernment will be revoked if the Washing-
ton legislature-does not place a gimilar
law on the statute books. The British
Columbian government will not only pre-
vent the taking of salmon during the
years 1906 aund 1908, but will also run
her hatcheries to their fullest eapacity.
The ways of nature and the means of
man. will, therefore, umnite for the per-
petuity of the salmon industry.”

Washington’s Bill.

The text of the Washington bill fol-
lows : Be it enacted by the legislature of
the state of Washington :

Section 1. It shall be unlawful to
take or fish for sockeye salmonl in any
of the waters of Puget Sound, or its
tributaries, with any pbund net, trap,
seine, gill net, set unet, purse net, drag
seine, or any other appliance for the
catching of* fish, or to sell, export or
otherwise dispose of, or to can, pack,
salt or otherwise cure any sockeye salm-
on, whether specifically enumerated in.
this section or not, between the 10th
day of July, 1906, aund the 25th day of
‘August, 1906, and between'the 10th day
of July, 1908, and the 25th day of
‘August, 1908,

Section 2. It shall be unlawful here-
after to take or fish for sockeye salmon
‘between 6 o’clock p. my on each Friday
and 6 o’clock a. m. on each Sunday,
between the 10th day of July and the
25th day of August, In any of the
waters of Puget Sound or its tributaries
with any pound net, trap, seine, gill net,
set net, pursc net, drag seine or other
seine and with any ether applianee for
catching fish, whether specifically endm-
erated or not.

Section 3. Nothing in this act shall
be construed to interfere with or affect

the franchise or property rights of any
berson ox corporation in any fishing site
or fishing location held by such person
or corporation under any license or law
of the state 6f Washington, or a failure
to construct a fish trap or other fixed
appliance upon any fishing location with-
in the water of Puget Sound, or its tri-
butaries, during the years 1906 and
1905, shall not be construed to be an
abandonment of their prior rights to
their said several locations, but such
rights to a fishing location or license
s]nall continue in the person or corporgd-
tion holding the same to the same extent
and in the same way as though fishin=
appliances had been constructed, ana
licenses for fishing sites or loeations
shall he;eafter be issued to persons or
corperation applying for the same in the
same way and for the same period-: of
time hs now provided for by law.

Gecuog 4 Any person violating any of
the provisions. of this. act shall be deem-
ed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall,
upon  conviction thereof, for each and
every offence, be subjected to a fine of
not less than two hundred dollars; such

ne, when collected, to be paid into the
state treasury of the state of Wash-
ington, for the benefit of the fisheries
department of said state. Each day or
each part of a day that fishing opera-
tions are carried on within the prohibit-
ed period atpve mentioned shall consti-
tute a sepdrate offenCe.

Section 5. In the event that the g0V~
ernment or authorities of British Colum-
bia or the Dominion of Canada shall
fail to enact or promulgate similar regu-
lations on or before this act shall take
effect and thereafter maintain the same
prohibiting the catching of sockeye
salmon in the waters of British Colum-
bia and the Dominion of Canada be-
tween the 10th day of July, 1906. and
the 25th day of August, 1906, and the
10th day of July. 1908, and the 25th
day of August, 1908, and between the
hours of 6 o’clock p. m. on each Friday
and the hour of 6 a. m. on each Sunday,
betweaa the 10th day of July and the
25th day of August, hereafter, and pro-
vide for a prohibition of any fishing in
Fraser river above the New Westmin-
ster bridge, then and in th# event no
penalty shall be enforced against any
person or corporation violating the pro-
vision of this aect.

Section 6. Should the courts of the
state of Washington hgld any one or
more sections of this act unconstitution-
al, it is declared to be the legishitive
intent that the remaining sections not
unconstitutional shall remain in full
force- to the same extent as if the un-
eon:éitutional section had not been en-
acted.

Section 7. It 'shall be the duty of the

uation prevails. ‘Cannerymen and fisher- |-

When Captain J. C. Voss, at one time
proprietor- of the Queen’s hotel, started
from Victoria on May 21, 1901, to sail
around the world in a three-ton Indian
canoe, rigged as a yacht, few Viectorians
realized the wealth of advertisement he
would bring to the c¢ity. The London
Morning Advertiser tells of his lectures
on his exploit, under the ecaption of
“Round the World in a Canoe,” as fol-
lows:

The extraordinary voyage of Captain
J oss, a mariner of British Colum-
bia, in an Indian cande dug out v a
single tree, was jtold in interesting fash-
ion at the Mownhall, West Hampstead,
last night, by the explorer himself.
Hitherto the record small-boat voyage

How Captain Voss and His
Tilikum Advertise Victoria

would float in any sea provided it was
properly handled. However, he had ay
additional security in his patent sea a..
chor, which would prevent almost any
vessel from sinking. His boat was heyw
out of a cedar tree about forty-thre
years ago, and he put three small ma«r-
in her, carrying thirty-eight square ya

of canvas. . One day they sailed 177
miles,

They took arms and ammunition for
hunting and defensive purposes, some ¢
the islands where they proposed to land
having a very bad reputation. They
first touched land fifty-eight days fro;
Victoria, B. C., and were overwhelme!
by the natives with fruit and cocoanuts,
‘At one savage island they had pork and

i
THE “TILIKUM” AT

€he Sailed from Victoria with Captain

MARGATE, ENGLAND.
Voss and N. K. Luxton on board

on May 21, 1901.

round the universe was held by an Am-
erican vessel. the Spree, of 131% tons,
but Captain Voss easily lowered that dis-
tinction by doing the same distince in
his Ittle Tilikum (Indian for friend), a

occupied was no less than three years
and a half,

The Hon.. J. H. Turner, ex-premier
and minister of finance, and now agent-
general for British Columbia, presided.
He said that he came from Vancouver
to London in thirteen days, but Captain
Voss had more adventures. His cruise
took three years and four months, he
covered 40,000 miles on sea, and 2,000
miles by land, with a little but a watch
and a compass. His first land was 5,000
miles off, and-he made the extensive
journey in his frail eraft with a single
companion. He was a worthy descend-
ant of the Vikings.

Captain Voss, with a slight American
accent, told his audience that any boat

[——

sailing boat' of only 21% tons. The time;

pancakes; indeed, they met the greatest
hospitality everywhere. After leaving
the [Fiji islands his companion was
washed overboard, and he navigated the
canoe alone 1,200 miles to Sydney. An-
other day he lost one of the masts,
which was blown overboard, and he had
six large waterspouts all round him. He
was twenty-three days in the boat with-
out assistance.

The lecturer went on to describe the
manners, customs and religion of the
cannibal Pacific islanders, and then
treated of the distinguishing features of
WAustralia, Tasmania and New Zealand.
The Indian ocean was aiso explored, and
the Atlantic islands were visited. In
every clime the sea anchor proved a
veritable life-saving apparatus. The lec-
ture was extremely entertaining. It was
profusely illustrated by lantern slides.

‘Captain Voss is understood to have
been invited to give a lecture on the
scientific side of his remarkable voyage
before the Royal Geogranhical Society.

forced, the provisions of this act, and
in addition to the penalty herein pro-
vided for a violation of this act the su-
perior courts of the state of Washing-
toa are autherized, upon the petition of
the fish commissioner, to grant injunc-
tive relief against apy person or cor-
poration violatmg or attempting to vio-
late any of the provisions of this act.
Section 8 All acts and parts of acts
in’ conflict with this act are hereby re-
pealed.

— 0
MUNROE AND MUNROE’S CASE.

New York Brokerage Firm Resume
Business and Issue Statement.

New York, Feb. 18.—The stock brok-
erage firm of Munroe and Munroe to-
night issued a statement giving the
terms of settlement with its creditors.
The firm recently resumed-business af-
ter a hearing in the bankruptcy court
and a subsequent adjustment of its
claims, The statement says: “In the
settlement just made with our credit-
ors we voluntarily surrender our inter-
ests in and to the' Montreal and Boston
Consolidated Mining and Smelting Co.,
to secure the payment of ecreditors’
:claims, and of the balance due_to the
vendor and of the properties combined
in the consolidation. Such sums of
cash have been included in this settle-
ment as have been advanced by persons
friendly to us and by ourselves, and not
by new interests.”

SEC e s
A DASTARDLY OUTRAGE.

Repori; of Deliberate Attempt to Poison
California’s Greatest Benefactress.

San Francisco, Feb. 18.—The Bulletin
today says that an attempt was made
to murder Mrs. Jane L. Stanford in her
California street mansion within the
last month by placing poison in a bot-

“Enough Of Blood
And Horrors”

8t. Petersburg Journal Appesls
to Czar to Join People Against
Bureaucracy. .

—————

Younger Brother of Murdered
Sergius Restored to Court
Favor,

St. Petershurg, Feb. 19.—(1:20 a. m.)
—The Russ and Novosti commenting on
the assassination of Grand Duke Ser-
gius, int out how impossible is a
continuation of the present conditions.
The Russ says: “From the day of Min-
ister of the Interior Von Plehve’s death,.
the fighting organization of the Social-
ist party held its peace and the four
months of Prince Sviatopolk-Mirsky’s.
regime was a period of active but
peaceful preparation. Now blood has
again been spilled. All the foreigners
predict a revolution. Russians know
the case is not hopeless. Only repre-
sentatives of the people are allowed to
participate in the government and the
nation is directed to the road of peace
and progress. We do not want blood
and terror, but peace and peaceful con-
ditions. In this hope we see our only
safety from the tragic events that are
happening about us.”

A Newspﬁper’s Appeal.
The Novosti says: “The victims of

tle of mineral water. Mrs. Stanford
drank three times of the mixture, but:
the poison had been used in such large
quantities that it acted as an emetic.
Mrs. Stanford was taken violently ill.’
The contents of her stomach and the
Lcontents of the bottle from which she
had: taken three doses was diagnosed
by a physician. It was found strong
enough to kill a dozen people if it had
been used with any judgment. Mrs.
Stanford has gone to Japan. Several
servants, it is said, are being closely |
watched.

AR R ST e e
OFFICERS’ BREACH OF PAROLE. !

Russian  Authorities Claim Charge

Against Lena’s Men Is False,
St. Petersburg, Peb. 18.—It is semi- '
officially declared that the charge of a
breach of parole against three officers of
the Russian auxiliary crniser Lena at
San Francisco must be due to a mis- |
understanding. :As far as is known, the
officers l;nve given mo parole to remain
in_ Amenpan territory and the local ad-
mi..istration could not, therefore, be op-
posed to their departure. It is believed
that negotiations concerning the affair
will result in the clearing of the matter
to the mutual satisfaction of Russia and
America.

1

Washington, Feb. 18.—The three offi-
cers of the Russian transport Lena who
are accused of violating their parolNare -
Eungineer Kopasin and Midshipmen
Peter Michaeloff and A. K. Danyan.
Formal notification of the facts in the
case has heen presented to Russia by
Secretary Hay. l

O
O

STRIKE SITUATION CRITICAL. i

St. Petersburg, Feb. 18.—The strike
is' extending, about 2,400 employees of
the Nevsky thread works havin Jjeined |
in the movement this afteruoai. The !
strikers mow total about 30,000, the
temper of the imen is more threatening
and Cossacks and other troops have
again been drafted into the city. The
police are arresting tl.« rinclesders, The
Nr;-p]oyers resord the s % as eriti-
cal,

o

MORE SIEGE GUNS AT WORK.

Fire of Japanese Artillery Now Far Ex-
ceeds Russians.
Monturan, Feb. 18.—There are no-
tireable reinforcements in the siege ar-
tillery. The Japanese fire now far ex-
ceeds that of the Russians in intensity
nd Putiloff (Lone Tree) hill is being
constantly bombarded. Two Japanese
hatteries are being erected east of the
Russian centre. Japanese cavalry are
seen with the main army of late, and it

fish commissioner “of thé stateo? Wash- Lis beliéved that branches have been re-

ington to enforce, or causé to be en-

leased for service in Mongolia.

¢ victims.

arsenal a hundred yards

ed them up.

riot recovered.

the war number tens of thousands. A
hundred high officials are among these
People are losing their lives
in the streets of Russian cities. We
cannot live longer under such - condi-
tions. The happiness of the people

.should not be bought with blood. Com-

promises on the bureaucracy could not
save the situation. Enough of this
blood and terror. The Emperor must
sincerely meet the hopes of the people

‘half way. The throne must join hands

with the people against the bureau-
cracy. This is the only salvation from
the horrors that threaten to darken the
near future.”

Grand ‘Duke Paul Recalled.

An official announcement last night
says: “Grand Duke Paul will resume
his military service as general aide-de-
camp to the Emperor and will attend
the funeral of Grand Duke Sergius at
Moscow.” .

The decision of the Empéror in this
period of his grief to restore Grand
Duke Paul, the youngest brother of
Grand Duke Sergius, to rank and fam-
ily, is felt to be a most gracious act.
Grand Duke Paul was degraded several
years ago because he persisted in con-
tracting a morganatic marriage with
Madame Olga Pistolkoes, despite the
commands of the Emperor and the
wishes of the imperial family. He was
deprived of rank in the army and his
orders and decorations were withdrawn.
The doors of Russia were closed to him
and Grand Duke and Grand Duchess
Sergius extended the shelter of their
home to his two children by his first

 marriage and virtually adopted them.

Of late the decree against Grand Duke
Paul has been relaxed to the extent
that he was allowed to return to Rus-
sia, and the Emperor now permits him
to take his rightful place with the oth-
er imperial mourners.

Echoes of the Tragedy.
Several orders and decorations with

which Grand Duke Sergius’ breast was

covered at the time of his assassina-
tion fell at the feet of a sentry in the
away, his
sword was shattered, but the jewellery

and rings he wore were recovered from

the spectators of the outrage who pick-
A gold cross which the
Grand Duke, like all of the orthodox,
wore round his neck next his body, was
Grand Duchess Eliza-
beth has issued a piteous appeal to the
public to search for and return this
relic. Among the imperial personages
here to attend the funeral beside the
immediate family of the Grand Duke
Sergius, are the two adopted children
of Grand Duke Constantine#®Grand
Duke Paul and Grand Duchess Vladi-
mir. «

FRENZIED FINANCE.

Warsaw, Feb. 18.—The employees im

» some of the banks here struck tonight.

“a resol
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The Bill Proposing Eig
Day In Smelte
Defeated.

Government Measures
to Public Schools Br
Down,

Record of Talk And
In Local Assemt
Yesterday.

Wednesday,
HE House assembled af
and after prayers by ¥
Adams, the following
der of business.
Petitions.

The petitions from the Proj
ers’ Associations of Vietoria
couver, asking amendments to
cipal Clauses Act, and from
gowan, for leave to introducd
bill to incorporate the Vancou
Stave River and Lillocet Lak

Reports.

Mr. Ross presented the thir
the private bills committee in
the standing orders in conne
the undermentioned petitions
complied with:

An Act to Incorporate thg
Valley Railway Co.; an Act 4
the Royal Trust Co. to carry ¢
in British Columbia; an A
porate the Golden Light, Powd
ter Co., Limited; an Act to,
Queen Charlotte Islands Rai
pany Act, 1901; an Act resp
Kootenay, Cariboo and Pacifi
iCo., and that as regards Peti
an Act respecting the Brunett;
Co., Ltd., the rules be suspd
that the notice given be ded
cient. i

Introduction of Bill

Hon. Mr. Fulton introduce
amend and consolidate |
Schools Act, which was slated
reading on Monday next.

The bill for licensing comm
elers passed second reading,
derson, mpon whose motion
thereof was adjourned on
day, agreeing to defer his on
til the bill reached its commi
:  The bill to amend the J\].
and the bill to amend the Dis
cedure Aet were adopted en

The bili wespecting assigng
preferences by iusolvent persd
its committee stage.

F Eight Hour Bill.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite move
ond reading of the bill prov
eight hour day for smelters.
that this measure reflected tf

- of the employees, reading in

nection & resolutioh - passe

Greenwood Miners’ TThion, 3

Socialist members ¢ mave the)
. endorsing the me:

tain foreign interests.
the smelters labored under
conditions, amid fumes of a
imical to health. The occup
mnhealthy. At present the
loug, some of the men work
hours a day. This meant th
ists were exacting from th
four hours a day in addition 1
men should beé required to g
average life of the men empld
smelters was about 15 years.
understood the remark of M
that corporate interests woulds
by lessening the number of
he legislature.
thM:g Mclnnes said his refé
not applied to corporate inte
but to all interests, working
cluded. :
Mr. Hawthornthwaite wen;
gue that if the legislatuve W
there nvould be mo other 1 --
workingmen than an appea
strike”g?:: other methods disa
to themselves and to the co
regard to the ethicai side o
tion he said that a recent
had determined that the worl
Great Britain were rapidly d
owing to improper food and
As to the present bill, Mr. J4g
muir had um»te;l]ed to clots
if it ed, but he was no
had s?sisnformed the board ¢
Ladysmith in a dispatch to 4
zation, and as, a consequency
tion from that place had cos
the withdrawal of the meas
the speaker had refused to &
he did not propose to be b
Mr: McBridd remarked tha
assent of members to such
might be considered to have
in pronouncements made uf
measures in the past, yet
be reason for a declination t
as the present bill proposed
to the smelters of the coun
the natural conditions under
ter employees were Surrou
neither pleasant nor perhaps
Still he was not prepared 1o
idea that the health and liy
mien were so endangered from
as to make it at all imperaty
degislature should pass this
cause so far as he was ad
were taken by the smelter o
.the provihce to give adequat
to the lives of their men, and
‘thing was done to make thel
‘ings as comfortable as possi
there was the suggestion X
sure of disturbance to the mi
try, for whicui at present a Vi
tic future was opemluz upl;t
evemythi he was broug
<'1usi?1§l¢fnhgart the adoption of §
tion at the present time Wo!
vised. Apart altogether fron|
of the bill, the time 'was Inop
its introduction. There wa:
son to believe that smelter
on the other side of the ling
be slow to seize the advang
handicap upon local enterp:
vert trade from their doors.
Mr. J. A. Macdonald said
the counsel for one of the 1
industries he was diffident
ing in the discussion of 4
bill. Still he could not let 4
pass without an expression ¢
ments. He agreed that tw
was too long for a ‘11;\, s

- thought opportunity \,1011]41;
the men and the operators iq
matter themselves without I
terference. He understood th
while the men were on ¢

{ hours, part of this time was
and rooms where they mig
Smoke in the interim were
the smelter people. So th
he that the conditions of thj
ment were not so inhuman
marks of the member for Na
suggest. Whether this was
fe did not think the legisl
intarvene at the present tim

Mr. Brown (Greenwood) §




