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: S Al ) P
Last evening df 3t_l;e Cafe Royal the}:

members .0f No. ny, it
Ltegiment, C. A., held their antual bau-

quet. . 'khe diningroom was. tastefully) the

arranged for the occasion, the walls
i~ :overed with ensigns. The lo
, round which the guests assembled,
loaded ‘with the good thime in the
:ble line, and by’ ws:iv of decoration,
wealth of holly aud potted plants
.ent color to. the fﬁene. ﬂﬁn
spent. a4 most enjoyable eve &
pThere were present: 'Col. ‘H‘lﬁl, ‘officer
commanding Kifth Reti_l_lient; Major J.
P. Hibben; Capt. D. B. (MecConnan,
adjutant;~Capt.. W. H. Lengley, officer|
commanding  No. 3’ companys _Captain
Lidgeway-Wilson, No. 5 company; Lieut.
A. N. Winsby, No. 4 company, and
Lieut. . P. Patton, No. 3 company.
The Sehl-Bantley orchestra were
attendance and heiped matters wonder-
fuily with a choice selection of instru-
mental musi¢ during the dinner. = .
Afier the toast to His Majesty had
been duly honored, cigars were handed
arotnd, and a4 good social time was

.spent in conyversation and anecdotes.

Letters of regret were read at. inabil-

ity to attend from His Worship Mayor

NMeCandless, Lieut.-Col.. Holmes and

Capt, Currie.

The toast, “Our Guests,” was. propos-
ed by (Capt. Langley, and reseizde to
by Colonel Hall, Sergt.-Major®, uleahy
and  ICo Simpson, R. . Colonel
Hall replied briefly. = He said he was
much pleased to :meet the men in the
regiment ‘and to thank them for a very
excelltent dinner. _

Sergt.-Major Muleahy said he felt
much pleased to be present, and spoke
of the doings of the company and of
its general 'efficiency.: ; 4

Corporal Simpson said he was a far
better eater than speaker, and thanked
the committée for the kind -invitation

‘to the banquet.

Mr. Hopkins, late corporal U. S. A.
Montana volunteers, who saw active
<ervice in Manila, was called upon for
2 song., and respouded in excellént style,
with “The Geme of Life,” and on being
encored, favored the company with ‘‘Ab-
sence Makes the Heart Grow Fonder.”

The toast, “The Mayor and Alder-

present| b

oW
. of P., and after initiating the Tew
meqnbers:' will then put them through

i

Sred &

\ ;otimﬂw followin
chosen: -Prenident,‘ue_‘ -S‘i’rff h

on; committee, rel Falie~ Warr
William Skene: Hon, Charles Wilson,
K. C.” Oswald Moseley, Gavan Cross,
Thomas Wilson, H. Harris, sen., G. A.
Boult, 'W. M. Murray; secretary-treas-
urer, Captain C. ‘Eddie. 'The secretary-
treasurer’s report stated that the head
ofitce sent the warrant for the incorpora-
tionof a lbcal branch. “The report con-
tinnes: “T am vpleased to sny-that. not-
withstanding adverse eircumstanges
close the year with s tisf:
membership,

been ‘able to

set by the Victoria branch, in offering
prizes for essays on naval subjects by
school children of the province, we may
be able to do so in the future; mean-
time we have more than held: eur own,
which is something accomplished.”

WANTS TO FREE i
~ INNOCENT MAN

Shanﬁe .Story of a Wronged
Man Told By a Lady Now
_ Visiting City.

L3
Among the guesfs at the Vernon hotel
is Miss Alma Nesbitt, a recent arrival
from Portland, and she tells a story of
mistortupe. Yesterday she said she de-
sired to make public some facts which
may Tesult. in an innocent man_being
released from arrest by the -~ United
{States police. Sineg her arrival here,
she said, she picked up an old paper
&nd moticed a small item to the effect

men,” . was tnresponded to, Capt. Lam;-‘th’at Norman Willigms had :haen . arrest:

ley very aptly stating the last song was
most suggestive. f

Color, Sergt.iMajor Fred. Richardson
sang ‘“Down Where the Waurzburgher
Flows.” He responded with “Tommy.”

Captain . Langley, in proposing the
toast, “The Fifth Regiment, Canadian
Artillery,” spoke of citizen-soldiership,
and stated that a great many things
about it puzzled him, and expléined him-
self by relating how for years the com-
panies had actually tied year after year
in gun drill. He spoke of the difficulties
which the regiment had to contend with
at inspections. The regiment/ was ar-
tillery, and yet every year the drill was
infantry drill, which, by regulations, the
regiment was not supposed to know,

Colonel Hall responding, thanked the
assembly for the very hearty manner
in which the toast had been received.
He seconded the remarks Tegarding the
equal marking referred 1o, and stated
that he had written to {hea inspector
telling..him ‘that the method of markiyg
was “a gigantic farce.” ‘The colone
referred to Lord Dundonald’stvisit, and
the lessons to be derived therefrom, and
also to letters in the press stating that
a certain portion of the population look-
ed with ridienle on the militia. It was
no disgrace to-weat the:King’s uniform.
He stated that militia should be go train-
ed ss-to he offenders.: as well as de-
fenders. He spoke pof ‘the actica of
the Natal government in making mili-
tary service compulsory to every male
in the conntry. So far Canada had not
reached that stage, but the day might
come. He spoke of the difficulty in get-
ting men to join the regiment, and stat-
ed that it was throngh stupreme idleness
on the part of those who refpise more
than anything else. A great many
members of the regiment were out of
work, amd he thought that an ordinance
might very well be passed stating that
no man shonld be employed by the
municipality unless he was either an
active militiaman or could show an
Tionorable discharge for three years’
service. “He suggested that it would
make a very good plank to fight the
coming mayoralty election. He in-
stanced the case of two men who were
discharged by their employers for attend-
ing inspection, and for hom he had
since zot emnloyment, and he assured
all present that- the two firms guilty
of these acts would not benefit much
in their business for their aection.

Corporal Simpson, R. F., sang a good
comie song, “I Wasn’t Sure,” and re-
sponded to an encore by singing an aw-
fully funny song, “‘Oh. How Rude.”

Coant. Langley read a paper on “A
Problematic Attack on @Esquimalt in
Julv, 1904. by Russia.”

The other toasts were: “Otler Com-
nanies” and “The Tadies,” which
hlronght a most successful evening to &
close.

PUSEL SIS " SIS LT
Damages Awarded.—In the County
rourt vesterday morning the case of the
Victoria Transfer Companv vs. the Vie-
toria & Sidnev Railway Comnany, was
completed, and a judgment given.” The
case was oune arising out of the killing
of a draft horse belonging to the plain-
tiff company. It was urged that the
defendants were responsible owing to the
cattle gnard over which the animal
crossed being defective. The jury in
the case brought in a wveraict RO
cordance with this. wnd the plaintift
company was awarded damages tn the
extent of £250. The claim was for $300
On Monday conrt will be resumed, pre-
sided over by the Chief Justiee, the next
cfase to he called being Minor vs. the B.
(3. Electric Company. This also is a
jury trial, the plaintif claiming $1,000
for the.killing of a dog.
0

BANK CLEARINGS.

New York. Dec. 18—The following
are some of the weekly clearings as com-
miled hy Bradstreet’s for the week end-
ing December 17. with percentages of
increase and decrease as compared with
the corresnonding tweek last vedr:-

. MMontreal £21.318.868. -decrease 4.4
ner eent.: Tarontn $15.864.281. decrease
0.2 per cent.: Winniner $6,024.437. in:
rrense 18 ner cent.: Halifax $1,862.252,
increase 20 per cent.; Ottawa $2.322.-
FR. inernace A5 mer cent.; Vancouver
(for  Mainlond  of Rritish Columhia)
€1.95Q. 794, ircrense 20.4 per cent.; Que-
Wan @1.9271.090 dacrease 11,1 per cent.:
Hamilton £1.981,221, inerease 20.3 per
cont’s €+ John, N. R 200415 ° 9p-
Arpacn 13 © per cent.: Vietaria $853.924,
fvnpanta 9% per cent.: Londem, Ont,
Re84.224, inecreses @ ner eprt
e Vpe—

Vew T,aundrv.-=Another addition +a
Vietorin’s erowine list of indnetries will
he omen for hnsiness tomorrow morn-
ine. the Crvstal T.aundry, sitnated at 85
View street. . ©Only white lahar: is to he
amnlaved,  Tha Aawntown office will'be
located at 105 Government street.

FTOR SALE-_First class club rooms, beau-
tifully furpished. 'n city of ‘Seattle; 15
rooms, including dining rooms and Kkit-
chen, fully equipped: billiard and pool
tables, eard and reading rooms; has -a
larze and growine membersbip. It will
require about $4.000 to handle thils propo-
sition. - Terms might. be .arranged. A
splendid oppertunity for one or two gen-
tlemen. Particulars 460 Arcade Ruliding.
Seattle. v a0

ed at Hood’s River, Wash:, for having
signed her name to cértain papers in re-
gard to. a homestead in that vicinity.

“Mr. Norman Williams,”, said Miss
Nesbitt,. “is not guilty of any wrong-
doing in this respect, for he has a let<
ter from me Which 1 wrote authorizing
him to sign my name to those papers.
He has always been a friend to me and
my mother, and I do not wish to see
him suffer when he is innocent. There-
fore, if you will make my story public,
it may be the means of aiding him.

“We, my mother and I, came from)
Omaha with Mr. Williams,” she said, |
“and we took up a homestead on Hood’s
River. That was in 1899. We didn’t’
stay there long before I began to get
threatening letters, and I and
mother left and went to Portland. |
1900 T wrote to Williams to have him
arrange the papers in reference to the
homestead, which was in my name, and
sign the papers himself in my name.
1 don’t want anything to _do with the
homestead there,.and he hag my letter
to_that effect.

“T have lost track of my folks. My
‘mother, who has since died, having in-
fluenced me to marry a man who trick-
#1 me into a false marriage in Port
_ind, and I left him. Because of this
marriage 1 incurred the enmity of my
-velations., and it may ‘be bécause they
have lost track of me that Fetters were
not sent me to allow of ymy clearing
Mr. Williams. If you ‘will kindly make
this story public, it may aid him to
secure his freedom.”

? The Stolen Diamond i

A, criminal who has any peculiarity
about his person, such as a missing fin-
iger, a club foot, or any mark made by
‘his trade, such as the mark on the hand
of a barber, where the scissore had con-
stantly pressed against-the root of his
thumb, should be very careful lest these
means of  identification are mot the
means of his downfall. Most of the
cases which have come under my notice
have been cases where® the culprit has
had some bodily deficiency which has
left its mark on something with which
he has come in contact. The experieunce
twhich I am about to relate
EMBODIES THIS TRUTH.
and had not the criminal in the case
thad the misfortune of losing one-half of
his—but T am anticipating events.
I had just returned from the continent
where I had been sent in connection with
the Duchess of Mentone’s stolen jewels,
land was prepared to enjoy a rest, when
d received a wire from my chief asking
me to report at once. Upon arriving at
the office he told me that a robbery
had been committed at the summer home
|o§ 'Mr. Geornge Middleton, the million-,
aire, and that a defective had been
mvired for. |lAs to the particulars, oniy
one diamond had been stolen, a magnifi-
icent stone of great -value intrinsically,
and of incalculable worth to the family
as an heirloom.
I set out at once. When I arrived 1
iwas at once taken to Mr, Middleton,
who appeared very much upset over the
mffair, not so much, he assured me, on
account of the value of the stone, but

.{it had been so long in the family, hav-

ing been passed down as an heirloom
ifrom one generation to another, that he
viewed the loss as a very great calam-
ity. The points of the case were briefly
as follows:—On the previous night he
thad taken the diamond from the safe to
show it to some of his guests, and Mrs.
‘Middleton, who was to wear it at a
ball on the following mnight, had taken
it from him, and not thinking it neces-
sary to place it in the safe for so short
a time, had taken it to her bedroom and
jput it in a small casket onher dressing

table:

THE NEXT MORNING
before going down stairs she would see
if it was all right, and was astonished
to see the casket empty. There were
fnany guests in the house, and at° my
request I was to be introduced as a
friend of Mr. -Middleton. Before going
into the drawing room I asked if he
twnu'!d be good enough to give me some
particulars about the guests.
i “Let me see,” he said, “there are
mbout twenty guests, mostly gentlemen.
With. the exception of three they are
bl.d_ friends of the family and above sus-
picion. Mhe remaining three are gentle-
men of high character. One of them is
B Russian Count. who came to me with
letters from intimate“friends abroad, and
one of the others is a man whom I met
in the city, and our kindred tastes.’'ed
me to invite him here for a few weeks;
the -other is a gentleman from town,
| ereatly interested in dynamics and whom
I met in my eclub. These are the omly
jncquaintances that are here whom I
have met during the:last year.”
i I was then taken to the drawing roown
and introduced to most of the guests,
among, them the three new acquaint-
lances. I gained .nothing that night, and
noticed nothing suspicious about any ofi
tthe guests. [I was rather inclined “to

engne—A ’tunl’l'ﬂ ways
ancouver branch of the|th
y ywere |4

5

{ fIn the - evening ‘1. had another to'k
fwith the man, and asked him to give
me an & of everything that hap-
ened  on the might: of the robbery. He
itold me _that the gentlemen had been’
out all ay, and in the evening Mr. Mid-
‘dleton had sent an ordet to him to bring
some apples into the drawing room, and
it was, soon after this that Mr. Middle-
--hg;mefand fetched the diamend

ental note of these faets.

e ‘a chat with Mr. Dane,

fand being Wmyself something of an au-
ithority on dynamics, I was able to inter
lest him. I was looking at him’ closely
igll the time we were talking., There
wwas only ong thing;that distinguished
im from auny -other guest. This was

“{%hat half of one of his front teeth was

‘missing; it had been broken off in almost
exactly the middle, ; .

T did not conmect Mr. Dane with the
robbery; in fact; I had up to this time
not the slightest suspicion of a clue.. Tt
was early the next mdrning that I was
put on the scept.. . I had visited the
lawn under the window of the room from
which the diamond had been stolen, and
was lgoking to see if I could find any
trace of footprints on the beds or the
fawn. I did not find any trace of foot-

|lprints, but I noticed

THE HALF OF AN APPLE
directly under the window. I picked it
mip and examined it carefully. (As 1 was
turning it over and over I was thinking
and wondering how it came there. It
imust have been thrown there recently,
‘otherwise it would have been swept up.
IThen it struck me that apples had been
eaten on thé night the diamond . had
been stolen, and I understood that no
one had gone out that night. Of course,
{l thought, some one might have thrown
it there since that night. Then I noticed
a peculiarity of the marks of the teeth
on the apple. 1About half of it had been
eaten, and at every place where the apple
had fbeen bitten a small portion of the
apple remained, a small ridge about an
eighth of an inch in width and extend-
ing ‘the entire length of the bite. I saw
in a moment who had been eating the
apple. Tt was the man with the broken
tooth Mr, Dane, and the ridge was left
where the missing tooth must have bit-
iten. Now it occurred to me that it was
fust possible that after Mr. Middleton
had given the. diamond to his wife
(which was just after the apvles had
been brought in) Mr. Dane had followeéd
her and taken his paftly ‘finished app'e
with him,

iAfter she had left the room, leaving
the diamond in the casket, he had gona
in, and, when opening the box, had put
ithe apple down, and not knowing exact-
1y what to do with it had opened ‘he
window, which opened after the fashiou
of a door. and had thrown it down o¢n

the grass below. ! :
ANOTHER THOUGHT STRUCK M
Why did Mr. Dane have his sboes
cleaned on his feet, instead of haviig
them cleaned as the other guests did?
IThere must be some reason for thiy rr-
less it was a fad. I asked my confidon-
tial servant which was Mr. Dane’s b-1-
room, and in the evening when Mr
;Dane was in the drawing reom, with
his pumps on, I went to his room, and,
as T expected, I could not find his shoes
T could, however, give a guess that they
were in a large box which stood in the
corner of the room. ~Further evidence.
Why did he keep his shoes locked up im
his box? I pulled a bunch of keys out
of my pocket, and tried to unlock the
padlock, but not one key in my posses-
sion would fit the lock. The next morn-
ing by six o’clock I was being driven
to a locksmith with the purpose of ob-
taining fresh keys.

iOn the evening of that day I watched

for the~ appearance of Mr. Dane with
a certain amount of excitement. I felt
as though I was going to find the d'a-
mond that night. Presently he appeared
as usual in his pumps, and challengad
me to a game of billiards. I would ra-
ther not have played, but I accepted his
challenge and we had a game.
IT SEEMED A ;IYERRITBLY LONG
but at last it was finished, and he made
his way to- the smoking room, whiie i
made my way to his bed room: T closed
and Jocked the door, and then started to
try the various keys. Almost the first
key fitted, and I opened the box and got
out the shoes. They were of common
make, and their appeared to be nothing
out of the way about them. T motieed,
however, a little cut in the heel of the
right shoe, and I put my finger in this
cut and gave it a pull, but it remiired
firm,

T examined it very carefully, aad dis-
covered the head of a nail driven Inie
the heel from the side and as this could
serve no purpose there, and moreover as
it was blackened over so that it could
ardly be seen without very close inspec-
tion, I maturally thought it might have
some purpose, so I got my knife from
my pocke}, and putting it under the head
levered it.- It came out easy enough,
and I then pulled thée top of the heel
right off, and there, snugly resting®in a
bed of cotton wool, lay the missing dia-
m(lyu(ti! S
.1 took it out and looked at it
light of the candle. It was a magxgyﬁcctslllxg
stone, and I could see of immense value.

At this moment some one tried the
door, and I fancied I heard an exclam-
ation of rage, and then a hurrying - of
feet down stairs. I rushed toward the
door, and was just jn time to see Mr.
Danp disappearing out of a door which
led into the groupnds. I shouted ‘out to
the gentlemen that :
THE MAN WHO STOLE THE DIA-

MOND

was ‘but a few yards away, and they
joined in the pursuit. 'We were not long
in catching him.

. Mr. Middleton would not at first )je-
lieve it was Mr. Dane who stole the dia-
mond, but when-I showed him the shoe
with the sliding heel he realized how his
coqmdence had been abused.

S0 you see that criminals should be
very careful if they have any part of
their anatomy missing, even if it is only
the half of a tooth. Mr, Dane is stili
in the stone business, but in prison.

PSR S S e R

For frozen and inoulded dishes, the
Musc:t grape gives a delicate green gar-
nish. Clusters of cherries or stems of
‘currants arranged in wreaths are always
effective, while candied or Maraschino
cherx:xes make a delicious and striking
garnish for charlotte russe or:Bavarian
cream. .Sections of orange dipped in
soft frosting and dried, are a simple
glut Ipdlensmg garnish for a rice or farma
meould. ;

IR P o IR
;FQ VISIT  IRELAND.

Dublin, Dec. 18.—The Evening Herald
today announces on good suthority that
King BEdward and Queen Alexandra will
visit lIreland during the Punchestewn

think that the robbery had been eommit-
fted from the inside, by either oo« of

racing week and attend the raees. They
will not travel in state.
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(From Saturday’s daily.) &

. “Bring in the prisoners.” ' .
~After sitting behind closed. doors :for
some forty ~minutes, the court-martiald
had decided upon a finding, and the’
last sceme—a dramatic one—was enact-
in the Flora aecident. 3
(With their “friends” the two accused’
officers walked again behind the greend
baize stand, ‘behind ich bar they
-%g;?p stood oax] al for seyeral d‘aﬁ_‘
B aG them the WQ . R AR .!
Yag tibm.0e Srnstg vty o
nders, trooped.into the Admiral's
lobby, awhere sat the court, now for the
first time 'with their cocked hats on
their heads. i 2k 8
On the instant the “prisoners noted
the position of tne swords. :The points
were toward them—an adverse verdict
had been found ' Quickly the witnesses
who filled the room notieed - the: points
of the swords, snd-they mnderstood. It
did not need: the standing judge advo-
cate to: read  the finding of the court
to let them: know that the charges had
been held to be proved. The swords told
the ‘tale.. d

‘The 'court-martial decided that the
charges of  having ~ by neglect
or default caused' the hazarding
and °© stranding of H. M. 8. Flora on
Denman Island on Deécember 3rd, were
proven against Capt. Caspar J, Baker,
commander of the Flora,” and Lieut.
Harold F. Grant, navigator of that ves-
sel, and both officers were severely re-
primanded and warned to be more care-
ful in futurd, ;

.Yesterday was taken up with the de-
fence, both officers first making .- a
straightforward speech to the court, in
which they held that there had been
no neglect, although the fact that a
stranding had eoccurred as a result of
an  unfortunate set of circumstauces,
might allow the court to decide. that
there had been default in that an error
of judgment had. oecurred. in regard
to the buoy, which was mistaken  for
the beacon on the opposite side of the
channel. :

The explanation for this mistake was
ii that the® reckoning made with the
engiles going half speed, or about 10.2
knots an hour, for fifteen minutes—they
were placed at that speed at 7.45 a.m.
and the accident occurred at 8.02 a.m.—
caused the belief that the cruiser had
passed Village Point, and the lookouts
were watehing for the black beacon
with a white cage ‘on the opposite side
of the channel. ‘Then occurred the un-
fortunate circumstances. The fog had
rolled’ in suddenly—evidence was that
it came in five or ten minutes—and the
supposed beacon was seen on the star-
board bow. -

Capt. Baker had seen the supposed
beacon, the signal man and others as
it bore half or a point off the starboard
bow, and Capt. Baker stated that the
faet 'that it was distorted in the fog,
and that it had a seagull perched on
the top of~it, had-given all who saw
it the impression that-it was the black
beacon for -which all were watching.
The order to starboard the helm had
then been given, with the result that the
vessel stranded. When the mistake
"was discovered the helm was thrown
hard aport, and the engines were Te-
versed, but it was too late.

;When the court-martial opened yes-
terday, Capt: 'C. J. Baker, of the Flora,
made a speech for his defence, in which
he said: “I do not suppose that there
is any position for an officer of any
rank and standing in His Majesty's
navy which is so trying, ‘and I may
say, humiliating, as being put upon
trial, after an unbroken and honorable
career, for neglect of duties and hazard-
ing and  stranding the ship which he
has the honor to c6mmand. I feel most
keenly that my professional ability
should now be under trial. I have com-
manded eight other ships, and in no
case has my ability to de in all cir-
cumstances even been called in question.
I meed hardly mention the extreme
anxiety that I have gone through after
the ship stranded, not only for the
safety of the ships company, but for the
ship herself, and it is a matter of great
satisfaction and gratification to know
that the vessel is now in dry dock and
that not a single man pas been injured.
“The commander-in-chief  has been
pleased to-express his satisfaction affect-
ing the happy result which followed the
work of floating the ship.in the follow-
ing general signal made at Union on
the morning of December 10th, in which
he said, ‘The Admiral is mueh pleased
at the excellent manner in which the
captain. and ship’s company of H. M.
S. Flora have worked and behaved in
the most trying circumstances. and also
in the most excellent and cheerful work
of the captains, officers and ships’ com-
panies of H. M. 8. Grafton and Egeria,
which has bronght abopt such'a satis-
factory result’” !

“As for the charge of negiect and de-
fault, I may say that these words have
different meanings. Neglect is defined
as an omission of duty.: Default may
be an error of judgment, or not accord-
ing to- the weight of circumstances, I
submit that there was no neglect, al-
though it may be held that there had
been default as a mistake had occurred.
I would submit, though, that there were
many unlucky circumstances. A safe
course was shaped with a good de-
parture; signalmen were on the look-
out and leadsmen in the chains heaving
the lead. The weather justified me in
proceeding, for. as proved by Lieut.
Ramsay and other witnesses, the wea-
ther was clear with patches of fog.

“The coast rme to Denman Island was
clearly visible. and I proceeded at T2
revolutions al 745 am. I took charge
of the ship until the anchor was secur-
ed and ‘old tie navigating officer to
steady the ve<sel on south 60 degrees,
which ‘course I considered safe. I heard
Lieut. Grant give orders directing the
seamen to a sharp lookout for a
black beaeon, and I was about to give
the orders to slow down the engines
when I saw the black beacon about

'one point on the starbeard bow, which

I took to be the Base Flats beacon.
“It was lovning up in the fog with
a gull perche:d on it, giving it all the
appearance of having a cage om top.
It was reportel to me as the beacon,
and if i1t had been rightly .the Base
Flats beacon, it would have heen right
to starhoard tue helm 15 degrees, which
action I could have taken myself. Hear-
ing the helm being ordered to starboard.
I went into the chart room to nut a rul-
er on the chart. This occasion ocecu-
pied abont a minute, and when I rame
ont of the chart room I heard Tient
Grant give tne orders hard aport and
tnll speed astern.

“I may prohably be blamed for not
having reduvred the speed of the ship
from a moderate sneed of tem knots
to lower. I was abont to do so when
T saw thizs object. althoneh T helieve
that had- the speed heen altered the cir-
comstances wonld not have heen chane-
ed.  This wonkl not have ‘changed the
other circumstances. As for my navigat-
ion. T am a rapabls’ navigator. and T
have taught J.ieat. Grant much in this
resnéct since he eame under me,

“As for tha charge of defanlt, it is
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wou! m to state that, in
my n, Lieat. Grant had never had
any accident or difficult in the naviga-
tion' of narrow waters, and has always
shown great care and shrewdness.
fere with 'his pilotage ; t?"i'ntett.
ere : ; ; rule is to
consider the pilotage mavy own. mind

i
ha%'lp”mn;;, ha e asl

Heration in. the
course is made, it 1 consider that
any mistake was b inf’ made, I would
at once question ‘it. ‘'In conclusion, al-
thongh I may. have been considered to
be guilty of default, I refute any acco-
sation of neglect. “The  safety of the
ship is as dear to me as my Dpersonal
honor, and I deeply regret the occur-
rence. 1 ask His Majesty’s court |

acquit me of this charge, not ma
a g and sunny seervice. ch is nea
its close, and not mark me as an |
who has imperilled one of His Majesty’s
Shat% ,?vl:uch I have the honor to com-

{Lieut. Grant, the navigating officer,
spoke similarly in his défence. He said
he felt, his position most- keenly. - When
the -anchor was raised, he gave,. the
order, “Hard aport,” and steadied the
Flora’in a course set south 60 degrees.
He noticed Denman Island open on the
port bow. . The -course. he set would en-
able -him to- clear Village Point and
pick up the beacon at Base Flats, tak-
ing into consideration the fact that the
tide was ebbing ‘and . the set to the
northeast. Two days previous to the
accident he made use of the'marke used
to set his course onithis occasion.  The
leadsmen had, as the evidence' showed,
obtained a sounding of twelve fathoms,
which' fact shows that the ship was not
to the eastward of her icourse then.
He did” not consider a patent'log any
aid 'in navigating such narrow 'waters.
He'’noticed the fog rolling up the Sound
and warned the helms$man to keep ‘the
course and ordered the signalman to look
out’ for the beacon. He knew that the
spar. buoy was difficult to see, and dlgi
not regard it as much of an aid to navi-
gation. He did not expect to see it,
and gave orders to look ont for the
black beacon which marks Base Flats.
He had gone to the chart room: to veri-
fy the course, and when he ¢ame out
the signalman reported that the black
beacon had been sighted. Then came
the nnlucky eircumstances. The report-
ed beacon was sighted and, backed by
his own eyesight and that of his cap-
tain and two seamen, he was positive
in his mind that this was the beacon
they were looking for. If it had beem
this beacon—which it turned out not
to be—the ship would have gone ashore
on Base Flat had not he altered the
conrse and he gave the order to star-
board fifteen degrees.

The court, he said, might wonder

‘how four people could be deceived by
this beacon, but, he went of, this spar
buoy was hard to-pick up even in clear
weather. He knew that and did not ex-
peet to sight it. It was then standing
vertically and its size was out of pro-
portion in the fog. Added to that there
was a white shape on top which lead
them to believe it was the white cage of
the Base Flat beacon—a shape which
turned out to be a sea gull perched on
top. g ?
., He had every -reason. to believe that
the ship wae past Village point, She
had been running for fifteen minutes at
72 revolutions, which was slightlﬁ over
ten knots, and the only beacon he ex-
pected to see was on :Base flats, Had
any one of these unfortunate circum-
stances been absent the accident would
not have-eccurred. He Tealized the
mistake when' the beacon +was brought
abeam ' and at once ordered the helm
hard a port -and the engines reversed
full speed astern. The charge of neglect
he refuted, but the charge’ of defanlt
might be brought home, but he denied
that hé had hazarded the ship under the
circumstances and he thought the charge
would not be proven.

He submitted in  conclusion that he

was at the outset of his career, and that
his captain had given evidence of his
ability. He hoped the court would dis-
miss the idea of neglect and look upon
the matter with a view to the unfortu-
nate surrounding ecircumstances. Heg
asked to bring to the attention of the
court also that he had received a cer-
tificate for his ability as a- navigator,
although it had been lost together with
his other private papers.
, Then, after these addresses had been
made to the court the two officers on
trial asked to testify in their own
behalf. It was decided that each
would be called by the other for the de-
fence and Lieut. Grant was then sworn.
and under exammauon by his fellow
prisoner, Capt. Baker, he said he had
starboarded the helm fifteen degrees
when the beacon, or supposed beacon
was sighted beeause taking it, as he did,
for Base Flat beacon he starboarded to
get into the middle of the channel and
shaped his proper course to clear the
ship on the instant. * If this mark had
been correctly made out as Village
point spar buoy, he would have put the
helm" hard a port. He considered that
wouid have cleared the ship from dan-
ger. He could have passed to starboard
of the buoy by over half a cable. When
the beacon was sighted he thought the
vessel had passed Village point, basing
that belief on the .assumption that he
knew that the ship had been going ten
knots sinee 7:45 a. m. and that eight
bells (8 o’clock) had been struck, he con-
cluded that the ship' had run for two
miles, the distance that lay between
Union wharf and Village point reef. De-
sceribing the appearance’ of :Bg,tse Flat
beacon, he said it was a pile beaecon
with a white disc on top. The appear-
ance of the beacon sighted, as it looked
to him, seemed to be a post four or five
feet high with something white on top.
It was vertical. The beacon had been
sighted shortly after €ight beels. Dur-
ing the time he had served under com-
mand of Capt. Baker as navigator he
had been improved in skill by the advice
and justructions of the commander. He
nad worked a dead reckoning on the
data secured from the engine room reg-
isters and ship’s logs on the date in ques-
tion from the time of leaving Union un-
til the time of sighting the beacon. This
reckoning rests on the fact that 72
revolutions gives a good ten knots and
that at 7:45 the engines were started
going those revolutions. No "allowance
for slow ahead was made as the helm
was hard over, and the ship would take
some time to gather way. He allowed
8:02 a. m. to be the time the beacon was
sighted—the beacon which turned out to
be the .buoy. The reckoning was made
from Jless than a cable from Union
wharf. This dead reckoning would place
the ship at 8:02 a. m., not allowing for
current, at half a mile beyond Village
point buoy. By allowing for tide, the
same' tide allowed by Lieut. Miles for
the prosecution, the ship- should have
been just a mile beyond the Village
point reef. This witness was not ques-
tioned by the president or members of
the court-martial. \ 3

Capt. Caepar J. Baker, commander of
H., M. S. Flora, was next called by
Lieut. Grant, his fellow prisoner, and
after being told by the president that
he need not answer any question which
would ineriminate him, or which he hdd
any sentiment —against - answering, as
was Lieut. Graut, -He said the leading
mark used to take the ship down the

all the tide. Ships r i
1 on this Teef, and he had attributed one,

‘the eaptain amd’ ship’s company of H: M.

 cHemistry of life. It forms more thau
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it to be the Base Flat beacon. He had n
doubt about it. He was well acquain

e e e s

e one, ! obje
bear a h:lt”or one point on 'ethe::tgrbotm
bow from where he stood half way between

bridge on the starboard side, ° !

Capt. W. D. Owen, tie Nansimo pilot,
ealled by Lieut. Grant, sald he had Dbeen
navigating. Baynés Sound about’ sixteemw
years, He knew of currents’ other than
those marked on the Admiralty chart: Toere
is @ set, magnetic current or undertow.-

drew vessels to the eastward, . Leay!
Union wharf he always made a. practi

experienced . notwithstanding the state of |
had. previously grounded

that to the steamer Willamette, to this set,
that the vessel was lying at Union, whart,,
heading ount, and {nd hn.\‘rem!:ad" Pmtnte
time to secure begrl ~Village- Point.
1t was clear ni"ﬁ‘iﬁﬁ 't the wharf at 11
p. m., and there was a bank of fog off Vil-
lage Point. Village Point spar buoy had
no value, in his opinion, as an aid to navi-
gation. He would~ consider a'can buey
there td be better. Baynes Sound was dif-
ficult to navigate in thick or misty weath-
er. Shapipg his course down Buynes Sound
from Union. wharf; yheiinvarlably headed
the shfp in the day time with Base Flat
beacon a little on the port bow. At night
with the bight of Fanny Bay right ahead,
running the distance down' to make the
turn. In daytime, as soon as Reef Point
opens out with Maple Po'nf, the course Is
altered to mid-channel, This set, of which
he spoke, was well known amongst the
pilots. Some had experienced it. Others
had mot. It had been’discussed among the
pilots. g1 aet

“Iieut. Ramsay, called by Lieut. Grant,
gave evidence that the fog had rolled down
the Sound suddenly between the time he
went on to the bridge and the grounding.

Albert Nixon, yeoman of signals, gave
similar evidence in regard to the fog. Be-
fore any mark was sighted he knew clear-
ly what kind of beacon he was looking for.
It was a black pole beacon with a white
cage on the top. What he sighted seemed
to.ve a pole beacon apparently with a cage
on top. He had no doubt when he saw it
but. that it was the beacon he was look-
ing for. He had often during the last few
morntos seen and reported the Base Flat
beacon, - Previous ‘to the ground he knew
what the Village Polint spar looked like.
It was a red spar buoy in a slanting posi-
tion.

"Whiteley, signalman, said the fog had
rolled down suddemly. He had been on the
lookout for the black beacon with a white
cage on it, which he had repeatedly seen
preyviously, and he had no doubt when he
saw the spar buoy but that it was the
beacon he was told by Lieut. Grant to
watch for. When Lieut. Grant came from
the chart house and saw the beacon report-
ed, he ordered the lielm to starboard ‘ten
or fifteen degrees, he did not remember
which. The fog came five or ten minutes
after the anchor was raised.

Engineer Lieut. §. Drake, senior engineer
of H. M. 8. Flora, sald tbat the engines
moved from 40 to 45 revolutions, when the
telegraph was put slow ahead, which would
give the ship a speed of six knots when
she gathered way. With a clean ‘bottom,
as the ecruiser was then, T2 revolutions
would give her a speed of 10.2 knots an
hour. Engineer Lieut. Ford gave similar
evidence.

The court martial tnen Tose for Tunch-
eon, after which ‘B. B. Jones, a midship-
man of H. M.'S. Flora, ‘told of the sudden-
ness with which the fog rolled down upon
tne cruiser. It would have occupled him

hree or four minutes to read a patent log
snd return to the forebridge. He had log-
ged the course and speed from the time the
engines were put half speed ahead on the
morning of the accident. The log was pro-
duced, showing the entries. The ship was
about 300 yards from Union wharf when
the engines were put half speed ahead:

Henry Kattle, seaman, said that on go-
ing into tbe fog, he was by Lieut. Grant,
told to steer a steady course. A. W.
Grundy, seaman, deposed that when he
said yesteday that when he looked through
the window after the ship steadied on her
course, and saw the ship in mid-stream, he
meant that the ship’s head appeared to him
to be in the middle of the stream.

Iieut. Miles, navigator 'of ‘H: M. '8.
Egeria, who gave evidence for the prosecu-
tion, under examination by Lieut. Grant,
said that in navigating a ship in a narrow
channel with good leading marks, he would
rather trust to that to clear danger than the
standard compass or a course. Suppos.lng
he found his standard compass bearing
on the leading mark, and the bearing given
on the chart different, he would assume
that the difference was due to deviation.
Asked if the Flora hzd the Union wharf
open to the somthward, and the fore and
aft line of the ship steadied on the end
of’ the pier, would he not consider it im-
possible. to run ashore on Denman Island
at slack water, he said he would like te
have bearings given him.

Lieut. Grant ~wished, he said, to bring
the fact to the attention of the court, that
it would be impossible to run ashore. One
of the members of the court-martial noted
the fact that he had done so. After fur-
ther questions the witness spid that with
the inner end.of the south -side of Union
wharf open to the southward it should be
impossible to strike Denman Island until
well to the southward of Village Foint.

Paymaster Horsey, prisorer’s friend, gave
evidence that- he had seem a certificate
given to Lieut. Grant in H. M. S. Gleaner,
which” was a good certificate, with special
emphasis on Lieut. Grant’s duties as-a
navigator noted on it. This certificate was
given by the captain of that ship.

J. A. Bource, chief signal boatswain of
H. M. 8. Grafton, produced the signal
made by Rear Admiral Bickford, C. M. G.,
after the Flora had been floated at Vil-
lage Point at .10:30 a. m., on December
10th. This signal read: ‘The Admiral is
much pleased at the excellent manner which

S. Flora have worked and behaved in the
most trying circumstances, and also i
most excellent and echeerful work of the
captain and officers of H. M. Grafton and
KEgeria, which has brought about such a
satisfactory result.”

This closed the case, and when the pris-
oners announced that they wished to call
no further evidence, the Commodore, in &is
brusque way, “said, ‘Clear the court’”’—an
action which had been taken several times
during the progress of the defence. Then
with the doors closed and semtries watclinz
that no interloper was within listening dis-
tance, the officers of the court were in
consultation for about forty minutes. - Then
the court was declared open again, and the
prisoners were brought in. Also all those
who had given evidence. The witnesses
were all summoned, and all trooped into the
court where the president and members of
the court-martla% were standing with their
cocked hats on their heads. 5
During the progress of the ftrial the
swords had been laid side by side acfoss the
table. Now they wete /lying lengthw.
and the poimts were toward the prisoners.
There was a whisper of “Gulilty’ among
the prisoness, for according to the long es-
tablished naval custom, the swords pointed
toward the prisoners meant that an adverse
decision had been reached. Had it been
otherwise the swords would have. been
lying with thelr hilts toward the prisoners.
Such is the naval ¢ustom. ’

The Judge . Advocate, Mr. Baker, then
read the finding of the court, which. was as
follows: Tue coart, after hearing the evi-
dence, has found that the charges are true
and have been proven, against Capt. Casper’
J. Baker and Lieut. Harold F. Grant. Both
are severely reprimanded, and cautioned
to be more careful in future.

“Clear the court.”
The-court is- dissolved.
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in ‘reply witness explained that’
a clergyman in the American.
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there had been a civii marriage some
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variable winds. Witness refused to an-
swer the ﬁpest:on as to who informed
him  regarding Alexander Dunsmuir's
habits..' His lordship wupheld the wit<
ness’ refusal 'and the question = was
struck out. Witness got definite infor-
mation regarding Alexander Dunsmuir's '
habits - after the second interview, but
had the impression that he was a drink-
ing man on theé first interview. . The
deﬂmte.'i_ntormgtion was partly from a
lady visiter to Mrs, ‘Shaw aund partly
from a person whom witness refused to
name, at. the Occidental hotel, San
Francisco. Asked whether witness con-
sidered it necessary, and his duty, to
satisfy himself as to Alexander Duns-
muir's condition, ‘both mental and with
reference to intoxication before he could
gertorm the marriage ceremony, he said
e could not answer that question in
that way. Witness then outlined .the
meeéting with Alexander Dunsmuir, first
outside the Mrs. Agnew’s residence and
the conversation there regarding  the
weather and the drive. Had subsequent
conversation with Alexander Dunsmuir
at the hotel. . This last conversation was
of about five minutes’ duration.  Was
thoroughly satisfied ~ that Alexander

exaggerated.  Witness could not reeall
having stated yesterday that, in his -
ion, Alexander Dunemuir was a shréwd
man. If witness did say it, he did not
wish to qualify the statement. His
lordship ' remarked that he considered
Mr. Duff was bullying the witness.

Re-direct examination by Mr. Luxton,
only learned from informants that Alex-
ander Dunsmuir was a drinking man.

Dr. Huntingdon, of ‘Oakland, gradu-
ate of Jefferdon Medical college, Phila<
delphia, testified that he met Alexander
Dunsmuir and Mrs. Wallace. Met the
latter first at witness’ office; she came
there as a patient, and subsequently
met her at San ILeandro, Met Mrs,
Wallace first on May 25, 1899, and
treated her until the following Decem-
ber. Met Alexander Dunsmuir in No-
vember at San ‘Leandro. Was introduc-
ed to him by Mrs, Wallace. Mrs. Wal-
lace requested witness to professionally
examine Alexander Dunsmuir. First
conversation was short. - Subsequently
saw him once or:twice, and on latter
occasion made the examination ou De-
cember 8 at San Leandro. The exam-
ination was a careful,’physical examina-
tion, " witness having in mind the fact
that Alexander Dunsmuir was addicted
to drinking spells. Examined heart,
lungs, nervous system, reflexes, i. e,
manner of speech, eye reflexes, knee
jerk; examined condition of muscular
system by Romberg test. Found lungs
normal, heart slightly accelerated, di-
gestive organs fair, tongue fairly clean,
nervous system normal except reflexes
were slightly exaggerated. Saw him
walk considerably. Went over the house
and was shown the whole house. Walk
was normal. Found him, considering
amount of drinking he had done, in a
remarkably / able condition.

Court adjourned until 2 o’clock for
lugeh.

_After Junch the examination was con-
tinued. The witness testified that, after
visiting the- new house, he had.dinner
with Alexander Dunsmuir, and he
thought, Mr. Low. Conversation during
dinner ‘was regarding the farm. Alex-
ander Duunsmuir ate a hearty dinner
and drank one pint bottle of champagne.
There was nothing out of the ordinary
in Alexander’s behavior during dinner.
L’he general appearance of Alexander
Dupsmuir’s eyes was normal and noth-
ing abnormal about facial expression.
Witness left at 8 o'clock. Alexander
Dnusmuir spoke with normal expression
and did not mumble; he spoke intelli-
gently. The conversation, as a whole,
was, on Alexander Dunsmuir’s part, ex-
pressed intelligently and in a natural
manner. He did not speak at all inco-
hergntly. To witness Alexander Duns-
muir seemed to have ordinary bright,
intelligent mind. Witness, from exam-
ination and subsequent counversation,
said it was impossible for Alexander
Dunsmuir to be suffering from aleoholic
dementia.

Cross-examination was conducted by
E. V. Bodwell, K. C. When witness ex-
amined .Alexunder Dunsmuir, by Mrs.
Wallace s _request, was rather surprised
to find him in practically mormal con-
dition. Sometimes -a. practically mormal
healthy man needs medical advice. Wit-
ness was asked did he attach any sig-
nificance to the fact that Alexander
Dunsmuir’s immediate friends deemed it
necessary to have am examination.
Found none of the grosser symptoms
as described by Mrs. Wallace. Alex-
ander Dunsmuir was nof intoxicated
when, examination' was. made. Witness’
opinion, from Mrs. Wallace's descrip-
tion, was that Alexander Dunsmuir was
suffering from alcoholism. A man may
or may mnot recover within a week
from alcoholism. The. symptoms des
cribed were of such a npature-that wit
ness could not decide whether the case
was one of chronic or acute alcoholism
Witness would most probably hayve not
gone to examineé ‘umnless some idea was
present in his mind of chronic aleohel-

, ism. . Mrs. Wallace was not, apparent-

ly, alarmed about Alexander Duns-
muxr:s‘ condition when describing his
condition. Expected to find a case of
chronic aleoholism from all sources of
information. ~ Witness stated he consid-
ered it good professional conduct to tell
what he knew of this case to Mr.
Thorne. Mr., Bodwell asked whether’
witness’ opinion on medicine was as

Witness appealed to his lordship to be
lordship disallowed the.question.

ays—!. The cross-examination will be con-

tinued ‘at 10.30 thig-meorning. . to which
time thé court was adjourned.

DREYFUS  INVESTIGATION..

untrue. The case is now beforé the spe-:

rendered a decision. The war minister
has mot made any annonncement on the
subject, offizial or unofficial.
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Christmas  Eveursion® —Durimg’  the
Christmas. .and New Year holidays“the
C. P, R: company will run a number
of _excursions between this city ' and

Vietorin. The rate charged "will
thnes dollars for the vound.fare, and
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protected from deliberate insult. His

Paris, Dec. 18.—The reports cirenlat-
ed to the effect that War “Miuister .
 Andre has announced the restoration of
Dreyfus to the army, are manifestly .
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not eoneluded its session, and has not °
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