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proposed, the inquiry would have been well
ay by now.

nn&e; gxi(uym thought a committee should

investigate the very serious charges involved

in the Attorney-General's statements.

Box. MR. MARTIN said he wished to may
o few words while this matter was under
discussion respecting the attacks made ugon
him in the Times newspaper. He wished
to point out to the house that all these-con-
tracts were Jet before he took office, and to
state that since that time he has done his
best to have them carried tocompletion at
the least possible expense to the province.
He read from the paper referred to the
allegation thas, < If the Chief Commiasjoner
has been slandered the slanderIs in the com-
mittee’s report,” and pointed out that there
is nothing whatever in the report refleoting
upon hint, a8d that the chairman has volun-
tarily excuerated him in ‘every shape
and form. Respecting the farther charge
that he had favored the governmient
cffioial found to be interestéd in the con-
tract because he was his friend, he wished
to state that they had indeed been friends
since they were boys forty years ago, bub
that it is absolutely false to say that on that
account he had attempted to shelter that
party in any way. The artiole in question
he considered not only untruthful but
grossly insulting, and not warranted by any
act of his during the thirteen years he has
been & member of the house. He considered
the writer of the article, who called- himselt
< Taxpayer,” but was afraid to sign'his
pame, to be nothing but a contemptible
coward.

Mr HELMCKEN oongratulated the Ag-
torney- General upon the mildness of the
manner in  whigh he had laid ' the
facts in his possession before ' the
house, for he considered that it is deplor-
able for unnecessary heat to-be shown in
any debate. He had expected something
more because of the words used by that hon.
gentleman the other day, when he referred
to false ewearing and other serious matters,
and in view of those worda he had wished
to see the matter sifted to the véry bottom,
He thought, however, that the Attorney-
General has not brought home those charges.
He did not think a royal commission would
be a satisfactory way of dealing with the
matter. Neither did he wish to attack the
government. He could add his testimony
to that of Mr, Williams that the Chief Com-
missioner has done his duty, and that the
attack made upon him is in every way un-
warrantable. He admitted that the archi-
tect has produced a very creditable block of
buildings, but he thought Mr. Rattenbury
is to blame in not having ocarried out the
spirit as well as the letter of the contract—
for instence in the matter of the changes,
which were to have been oedered in writing,
but came in a8 shown in a batch instead of
singly a8 they were given. He did not see
any use in the motion, especially as the con-
tractor, who it is necessary should be pres-
ent when the committee takes evidence, is
out of town.

Ho~. CoL. BAKER considered that whab
had been stated made it clearly evident that
the master ought not to be referred either to
the committee or to a royal commission, as
the misleading report plainly appears to
have been ooccasioned by a mistake in copy-
ing a document pus in as evidence,

Hox. MR. DAvIE said it seemed to him to
have been impossible that the real document
could have been before the committee as
stated, because the evidenoce of Mr. Adams
is direotly in confl ct with any such supposi-
tion, as it is based upon the very mistake
which it it is now alleged the stenographer
made in ocopying it. He reminded the
house that while the semior member for
Vancouver positively states to-day that the
original document was placed before - the
committee, the other day when the matter
was first mentioned he said that to the best
of his recollection it was a copy . they had
before them.

Dr WaLkem failed to see why the
architect should be blamed in the least, as
he appears to have done his best to perform
his whole duty.

Mr. HONTER believed that this ia alto-
gether too frivolous.a matter to ocoupy the
attention of the house, though he did not
blame the Attorney General, who believing
it to be his duty to bring this matter be-
fore the house proceeded to do his duty as
he always does. He thought that hon.
gentleman had acted on incorrect informa-
tion given to him by other parties, Inas.
much as on the 12th of June the government
was relieved of all responsibility, and this.
letter in question was written on the 3lst of
January, it does.not make any difference
whether it was correct or imcorrect, so far
as the public interests are concerned. A The
public will be sufficiently in possession of
the facts, if they are published in the im-
pertial manner in which they were given to
the house to-day. It would. be simply fool-
ish to keep the session going for ten days
longer to get & further report on this
matter.

The motion was carried on division of 26
to 6

The house rose at 6 p.m.

After Recess,

MRr. SwomrD moved: * Whereas the
statement has been made in this house that
in the suit of Roedde v. News-Advertiser
Co. (Limited), Mr. Justice Crease appoint-
ed a stenographer of the court, named Bar-
ton, as receiver of the business of the bind-
ery attached to the News-Advertiser office,
without requiring from him any bonds for
the proper performance of his duties as : re-
ceiver ; and whereas it has been stated in
this house that said Burton absconded with-
out rendering any account of his intromis-
sions with the funds of such bindery : Ba it
reeolved that & respeotful address be pre-
sented to His Honor the Lieutenant-Govern-
or, praying him to inquire into the correct-
ness of such statements, and should he find
these statements confirmed, to eall = the .at-
tention of His Exoellency 'the .Governor-
General of the Dominion to the facte; as set:
forth in the preamble to - this - resclution,
snd pray him to obtein from ‘Mr. Justice
Creage an explanation of his action in this
marter.” The mover held tifat it was very
hard for the parties interested to lose
mouey through Burcon’s abeconding, and
Wwhile he was not prepared to say that, this
loss arose through any fault of the govern-
ment, he urged that the house should take
action to bring home the blame to the party
Or psrties responeible,

Hox. Mg. DaviIE said that he considered
the motion & most improper one as it con-
tained an unjust reflection upon the learned
judge in a matter in which he felt confident
that his action was not opem to censure or
even adverse criticism, Hehad taken some
Pains to inquire into the tacts of thevase in
question, and had found that on February
21, 1894, in the case of Rosdde v. the Newa-
Advertiser, both sides being represented by
c¢oungel; Hon. Mr. Justice Crease gave judg-
ment directing the appointment of a reciver.

Ir was perfeotly immaterial to the judge

whom the receiver should be, whether s

regular cfficer of the court or a stranger. It
was lefv to counsel and Mr. Burton was ap:
pointed, such appointment not being ob-
J2cted to by either side. He therefore urged
the withdrawal of the motion, which shonld
never have been offered to the house.

Mr Corron denied that the appointment
<f Burton had bsen made without objection
by either of the parties concerned. He had
uever considered the appointment. s desir

able one, but the learned judge had held
that Burton was a fis and proper person for
the receivership.

Hox. MR PooLEY expressed hia regret as
well ab his surprise that such a resolution
should have been brought forward, reflsot-
ing ae iv did severely upon one of the judges
of the Sapreme court. He had a distionot
remembrance thatthe appointment of Mr.
Barton as receiver-had not been objzcted to
by counsel on_eitlier sjde and ne blame
could poesibly attach to the learned judge
for his action in the premises. The motion
was a discredit to the house and should be
withdrawn.

The resolution was lost on division. * |

THE ALASKA BOUNDARY: ’

DE. WALKEM gsked : - ** Whit steps if
any have been taken by the provincial gow-
ernment towards having ourrights recog:
nized or represented in the delimitation of
the Alaska-British Columbia boundary
line?”

Hox, MR DaviE replied reviewing the
steps taken esince 1877 amd concluding :
¢ Subsequently the government of the Do-
minion of Caunada, acting conjointly with
th government of the Unitea States, ap-
pointed commiesioners for the of as-
‘oirtaining the physical and other data
necessary in finplly determining the bound-
ary between Alaska and Canada, and the
authority of the province of British' Colum-
bia extending no farther than to the repre-
senbations and recommendations referred to
in the foregoing, and the government hav-
ing fully exprested their views, no further
action on ite part was taken, the final set-
t'ement of the matter, except by consent,
reluting exclusively ‘to the jurisdistion of
the main parties to the dispute.”

THE PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS INQUIRY.

Mg, WiLLiams asked what assuranoce the
parliament buildinge committee of inquiry,
of which he is chairman, have that they
would be permitted to complete their.in-
vestigations before bhe close of the session.
The committee are most anxious to proceed
with their inquiry, but do not want to have
their work lost by thé rising of the house
before the complstion of their labors. '

Ho~. MR DaviE replied that he did not
know what course the committee would
pursue, while he hoped that they wounld
leave nothing undone in the matter left in
their hands for investigation. The house
would certainly not be prorogued wbile
there was any business to be done, but at
the same time he thought it would be foolish
to keep the house in session simply for the
purpose of receiving the report of -this com-
mittee. He suggested that the inquiry pro-
oeed after the close of the session, the
committee being invested with the
powers of a royal ocommission. Of
oourse, being members of the house, the
commissioners could not receive payment for
their services in the usual manner. Re-
muneration might, however, be voted at the
next session of the legislature, a rider being
added legalizing the receiving of such com-
pemsation by the commissioners through
members of the house.

The discussion was continaed by Mr. Cot-
ton and Hon. Col. Baker, and was then de-
clared out of order by Mr. Speaker and
came to an end.

Report on the Sunday observance bill was
adopted.

GAME PROTECTION.

MR. SworpD introduced an amendment to
add as a new sectlon : **In unsettled: dis-
tricts no person, other than a person domi-
ciled in the province or holder of a license
under section 20 of this act, shall trap or
kill bear or beaver with a view to market.
ing their pelts.” It was explained thap this
clause had for its object the protection of
the resident Indians of Cassiar from the in-
vasion of their trapping grounds npon which
they were mny"&mdqn,t. for the means
of ‘existence, by the migratory Indians of
Alaska.

The amendment passed, and the report
was adopted.

THE HOMESTEAD BILL.

Dr. WALKEM in moving the second read-
ing of the homesteads act amendment bill,
explained that owing to defects in the exist-
ing legislation the privileges provided had
of late been greatly abused. The bill intro-
duced was intended to more carefully de-
fine the intention of ‘the exemptions.

Mz, SmiTH opposed the principle of the
measure.

Mgz. EBERTs held that with such amend-
ments as might easily be made in committee,

ment upon the existing act.
Hox. Mr. PooLEY was not of this opin-
ion, and opposed the bill as entirely unne-

oessary.
Bill read & second time.

LANDLORD AND TENANT.

Mg. HELMCKEN in moving the second
reading of this bill (No. 59) explained how
under the oxhﬁnﬂegillttion the landlord’s
preference upon the property of the tenant is
frequently taken advantage of to the crowd-
ing out of other creditors. It was proposed as
a remedy that the landlord’s preference
should only cover three ‘monthe’ rent. The
legislation proposed had for its object the
regulation, not the abrogation, of the land-
lord’s preferential rights.
Hon. M. DaviE apposed the second read-
ing of the bill and pronounced it an unne-
cessary and undesirable innovation, which
wonld never have been thought of had or-
dinary conditions prevailed. There was o
similar measure in effect’ elsewhere that he
had knowledge of, and this bill was a direct
outcome of the hard times. Tenants as well
a8 those who were not tenante found it hard
to meet their obligations just at present,
and landlords were disposed to show all
possible leniency. Should this bill paes the
effect would be to make the times a good
deal harder, for it. practically proposed to
compel the landlord to tntn the tenant out
‘of doors if he could not pay  his remt
promptly. It would dono oneany good. If
the landlord could not get his money, neither
ocould the outside creditor, and no one wounld
benefit through the harsh treatment of the
unfortunate tenant, = If such legislation had
been desirable it'would doubtless have been
tried at Jeast elsewhere. ,

MR Wirriams hoped that the bill would
be withdrawn. He certainly could not sup-

rt it. The proposition was to compel the
mdlord to collect his rents every three
months ; the legislation sought seemed to
him prejudicial to all parties concerned and
productive of no possible benefit,

The second reading was lost on a
division.
TRAMWAY COMPANIES ENCORPORATION BILL.

' The second reading of this bill was moved

by Mr. Kellie, opposed by Mr, Cotton, and

1 ocated Hon. Mr. ' Davie,
?-:'."&L’gm mdblir. Smith. Bill read

& second time and committed, with Mr. Mo-
Pherson in the ohair. In committee, Mr,
Smith moved to make the provisions of the
bill apply pot alone to West Kootenay bub
%o East’ and West Kootenay, Yale, Lil-
looet and Cariboo; The amendment cartied,
and the committee soon after rose,

ing the bill complete with amendments,

?L‘h. houte adjourned ab 12:30 a.m. ;

s
FIFTY FIFTH DAY.
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YEE BUILDINGS CONTRACT.
M=, BELMOEEN, a8 & matter of privilege,

/,

the bill would be a considsrable improve. |,

complained that in consequence of there
not being incladed in the CoLoNIST report of
yesterday’s any particulars of
the passage between himself and the Attor-
ney-General relative to his (Mr. Helmcken’s)
professional - reiations with Coutractor
Adams, which took place at the outset of
the debate, the public wonld not understand
the drift of the questions which he after-
wards put. He insinuated that the 'Attor-
ney-General was responsible for the omis-
sion. ‘

Mz WiLLIAMS, also as a matter of privi-
lege, said vhat as it had been disputed in
the house that the committee had the pro-
per document in velation to the Haddington
Island stone before them, and that the in-
correct copy appearing in the evidence was
simply because of a mistake by the asteno-
| grapher, he had- had the latter look at his
notes, with the result that he found the
mistake was in transcribing, and he would
write a letter to that effect. Mr. Williams
took this opportunity also to refer to the re-
port in the CoLoNisT, and to ‘explain ‘that
when he said the prgsence of the A‘torney-
General would not"sffect the committee he
meanb simply that the committee would not
be intimidated thereby.

Ho~N. MR DAvIE said he certainly under-

stood the hon. gentleman to say something to
the same effect as the report, and it was on
that misunderstanding—for such  he must
now take it to be—that he made the remark
that Mr. Williams would not be of much
use on the committee. He would apologise
if he had done the hon. member an injustice
in this matter, or with respeoct to the tncor-
rect document in the report, of which the
statement of the ; stenographer is an ex-
planation. With respect to the charge by
Mr, Helmoken that he (Mr. Davie) was
in any way responsible for the report in the
CoLoxisT, such a statement or insinuation is
entirely untrue, as any hon. member could
see for himself from the very fact that he
was in the house until nearly one o’cleck in
the morning, while the report, he believed,
appeared in the paper which went on the
boab to Vancouver at two o’clock.” He had
indeed gone to the CoLonIST office on his
way home from the house, and had then
read the report on the proof sheets, but at
that time the type was, he believed, already
in the forms. He noticed the omission com-
plained of and spoke of it, when the reporter
stated that he had lefu it out because it was
not relevant to the discussion, would oc-
oupy & lot of space to give fully as it ought
to be given if at all, and also that it was bet-
ter for all concerned not to print it. He had
since come to the conclusion that the course
taken was the proper one, though at first he
did wish to have the discussion printed. He
could not say that he observed auy notable
inaccuracy in the report, which, of conrse
was burriedly made, and he thought it
would have been much better taste on the
part of the - hon. member to have maWe in-
quiry at the CoLoN1sT office before making a
charge such as he had made to-day. He
might say that he had noticed an important
omission from his own speech, that being of
a document which he had read, the author-
ity to Adams to change from random ashlar
to coursed ashlar, wherein it was distinotly
stafed that there was to be no charge upon
the government in consequence. : He had,
therefore, sent a note to the newspaper office
asking to have this document included in
the week!ly edition if possible.
M=z. HELMOREN said what he had com-
plained of was that from the report as it
stands it might be inferred that the qnes-
tions he had put were put from a profes-
sional standpoint. He had received a note
from the reporter stating that he alone was
responsible ggr the report as it stood, and if
he had done the Attorney-General an in:
justice he wounld apologizs for it.

CANADA WESTERN RAILWAY,

Ho~x. MR Davi moved tih:h second read-
ing  of ‘the~biil' respecting- the-Canadian
Wiutem Central railway He reviewed the
provisions of ‘the bill, and thé statements of
the preamble, and expressed the opinion
that the position being as there set out the
house will have little bhesitation in
passing the bill. He  considered
the matter ome of vital oconcern
to this provinoce, and that it had been an act
of wisdom on the part of the government to
give the promise of a substantial land grant
to aid in the construction of the road. Its
effect would be to provide facilities for the
development of fully three-fourths of the
provinoe, at present inaccessible and un.
developed. 'He would not now dwell upon
the possibilities of that great northern coun-
try, the matter having been so fully gone
into by himself and others on former ooca-
sions. There were those in the "house ‘who
remembered how he had delivered himself
when this subject came up six years ago,
and he had hid-no occasion since then to
change his viewsa. This projecst. - is
one of importance not only to British
Columbia, but: it is also a . matter
of national necessity so far as this
country is oconcerned. He fully believed
that in the near future it will be an ao-
complithed foct, thanks to the indomitable
energy of the chief promoters, who are
working for it not for any merely personal
advantage, but for the promotiom of the
public interests. Though they have been
working assiduously they cannot accomplish
imposibilities, and in view of the stringency
of the momey markets they have been un-
able to consummate their plans, though
they have made long strides in that direc
tion. Iv had been fully expected that they
would have been in a position this session to
lay before the house a definite proposition
which would commend itself to the coneid-
eration of the members, but the event has
proved otherwisé, and therefore this bill
became a necessity. If, however, what he
has been told is the fac —:nd he had no:
reason to doubt it—the province ia to be
ocongratulated on the fact that the sffsire of
this project are in such hande; and he had
po.doubt'but that it will be -constructed in
the near future, without any enormous sub-
sidy such as bas been suggested by its ene.
mies, While prepared to grant the com-
pany all the assistance poesible within the
resources of the country, 1hs government
would not he justified in travelling outside
the bounds'of our legitimate resources, or in
doing anythiog in brioging on the financial
disaster which some allege = asaistance
to  this road will accomplish. The
government are  prepsred, as has
often before been said, when the company
bring forward any business like propoesition
to lay it before the house, and he felt guite
satisfied that it would rec-ive dne consider.-
ation there. He anticipated that it might
be said that this should have been brought
in as a private bill, but this could not have
‘been done-as up to & short time ago the
company had expected, as he had said, to be
in & position to ask the government to
bring forward s different measure, and view-
ing this as & public matter of the highest
importance he thonght he was ool oing
his duty in bringiog in  the public billof
which he now moved the second .reading,
This provides simply for an .extension of

The company have already incurred consid

erable expense, and they have done emough
to save their charter, though the work of
construction mentioned has of course been

‘more of -a nominal than an actual character.

Ib is, however, suffisient to comply with the
terms of the charter BE
Mz WiLLiams—-What have they done?

Hox. M= Daviz said they have expended

the time for commencement and completion.’

a large amount of money in connection with
the right of way and the preliminary sur-
veys. Ib.does not take much to commence
construction, for he remembered when about
twenty years the = construction of the
Canadian  Pacifio rallway was commenced
by the Dominion government at Esquimalt ;
but this company bave done much more
than was done on that occasion. Though
the bill stipulates $200.000 as the minimum
expenditure for each- year during the con-
struction of this enterprise, of course much
more than that will be called for. The
objeot of the bill is to facilitate the con-
struction and to give fair and reasonable
time for the completion of the road. He
would not compare it with the Canadian
Pacific railway at present, but eventually it
will be & trans continental line. The Cana-
dian Pacific railway opened up the southern
portion, and the Canada Western will perform
that service for the remainder of the prov-
ince, comprising fully three-fourths of the
whole territory. He would not now gointo
the capabilities of that vast exvent of coun-
try, the particulars with respect to which
have been publiehed so frequently, for most
of the hon. members know the capacity of
the region in the shape of grain and other
products of the soil, besides its mineral
wealth. A point to be borne in mind is the
importance of this road not only to British
Columbia but to Canada at large. At pres-
ent there is being projected a railway to
Hudson’s Bay, and when he was at Ottawa
lately he had theopportunity of being present
with the delegates on behalf of that roadat an
important meceting. He spoke at thabt
meeting on the subject of this road
and was very much pleased at the manner
in which his remarks were received. From
what he heard and eaw' then he was quite
sure that this road will have the warm sym.
pathy not only of all parts of British Col-
umbia, but of Eastern Canada as well. Iv
is necessary before the ¢ )mpany complete
their plans that they shall have more de-
tailed information with respect to the char-
acter of the country to be traversed, and
the engineering features and difficulties in
the immediate neighborhood of the Pa-
cific. The government have for
years been expending large. sums
for surveys, and it has been their expressed
intention to continue this expenditure, to let
the people know what we have here, There
is no reason therefore why these surveys
should not be carried on this year where this
road is o pass. While the government will
be getting information necessary for their
own purposes, the $10,000 or $15 000 which
it is proposed to expend along the route of
this road could not be better ap-
plied than in exploring this region
They will in consequence be able
to give with confidence information
desired in other quarters showing in which
direction railroads may profitably be con-
structed, - If the government sees fit to ap-
ply a portion of the survey money in this
direction he was sure that the house would
agree that a very proper thing has been
done. The resuit will be to give facilities
for getting into a vast country that other-
wise would be uninhabited and undeveloped
for generations to come. There is no reason
why the development of the province should
be confined to one part. We are inviting
people to come here to settle, and must pro-
vide places for them. This railway would
open up the way for millions te find homes ;
and he considered it the polioy of true states-
manehip to open up by every means all parts
of the land, and to encourage capital to
come here for investment. Believing it
would commend itself to the judgment of
the house he confidently moved the second
reading of the bill. (Applause.)

Mz S8EmruiN said that he too had mot
changed his mind since six years ago with
respect to the conatruction of this road.
The region to be opened up to population he

-held is mainly outside the boundaries of
this-prévince,-and therefore he thonght-the.
responsibility is one for the Dominion gov-

eronment. As to the Hudson Bay railway
which has been mentioned as a connection,
t-at- also is a matter not for ue to gonsider,
bat for the Dominion or even the Imperial
government to entertain as they well ma
i) view of the msgnificent possibilities of the
road. He was surprised ab the remarks made
as to the commencement of construction,
which’he held has not been commenced as
called for by the spirit of the act. He re-
gretted to find that the house is in no better
position to discuss this matter now than it
was six years'ago, and he referred to the
sbatements which he believed had been made
by the 'Chicago ocapitaliste who came here
that a guarantee of bonds to the extent of
six or eight million dollars fcom the prov-
ince and Victoria city would be required
When that reqnest was made two years ago
public opinion was not in a position to en-
tertain i, and he thought that publio
opinion has not changed since, but that the
further dels y now aeked is to enable the pro-
jeotorstogetsuchaguarantee, He fiared that
to entertain this proposition would seriously
affect the crediv « f the provives at London.
As to the road isself, its real terminus would
be where it first struck ‘the waters of the
Pacific;, and he asked whab effact a railway
with its terminus fAr norsh would have upon
the southern portion of the province. For
the same reasons as those stated on former
occasions he would vote against the second
reading of the bill,

Capr IRvVING thought the hon. gentleman
who bad just spoken takes- a very narrow
view: of the situation, and that the con-
struction of this road would be a great
bene fiv to the province as a whole.

Mz RrreET—I felt much surprise at the
remarks of the hon. leader of the opposition
in reference to this province of ours, especi-
ally his statements respecting the country
on this side ef the Rocky M untains. I
have been through a lsrge portion of that
territory, and I have seen enmough of it to
lead me to believe that he need not be
‘afraid to go to ‘whatever expense may be
necessary - in order to -develope .it.  Its
xgeources are large, and I bslieve that when
their ‘development’ is undertaken in a busi-
ness-like way the results will bs such as
will very greatly surprise the leader of the
opposition. ' For his information I wish
to. state that actual * - comsttuction
hss  been begun = upon = the ‘Canada
Western, although it ‘may be deemed but
nominal. The construotion was begun pre-
vious to the date required by the act in
force—August 1, 1894 - There has been
some money 8pent, not very muoh, but un-
der'the terms of the act we have uutil
August-l, 1895 in which to ¢omplete the
expenditure of $200 000, so that as fir as the
ach at present is cencerned it is still in force,
A large amount of money has been spent in
making a survey of the line from Comox to
Duncan’s Bay, and if the matter could be
proceeded with withont farther aid from the
province I am sure I would agree with him
ip feeling that the province should congratu-
late itself upon getting a road wupon such
tarms 88 no other road has been obtained for
npon this continent,  That, however, we
hardly expect to do, but when we come be-
fore the country with some definite propo-
sition I think iy will be quite time enough
to discuss that part of the business. As I
wish to be wholly exact about the mat-
ter. I have .taken some ocare 8o that
what I say ocannob: be.: misunderstood.

I bave pleasure in making a statement in
regard to the bill now before the house for
the extension of the Canada Western Rail.
way Co ’s charter, and in doing so I think I
may bake a little oredit for having accom.-

plished something, inasmuch as the company
have succeeded in arousing public feeling in
favor of the enterprise, if they have not suc-
ceeded so far in building the railway in terms
of the oharter, When this charter was ob-
tained, during thesession of 1889, there were
fow, either on the floor of this homse or in
the province, who regarded it as entitled to
or worthy of serious consideration, and such
I think has been the feeling upon each occa-
sion when the ‘matter has been before the

for an extension of time. It
has only been within the past two years
that a change has taken place in the public
mind, and iv is gratifying to me at least to
fiad thab eo large a proportion of the public
bave become convinced of vhe necsssity for
the construction of this railway in the inter.
est of the country, and of its advantages as
& pre-requisite to the settlement and devel-
opment of an important part of the province
in the first instence, and of its possibilities
also as forming part of another trans-conti-
nental route from the West to the Eastern
portion of the Dominion. It does not seem
necessary ab the present time that I should
deal with this queation from any other point
of view than that of a Provincial under-
taking and as a development road,
traversing the ocentral  portion of
the provincs where, if reports which
have been published, official and otherwise,
are to be credited, there is a large territory
rich in resources of various kinds, and cap-
able of development to a larger extent than
that of any other section of this province,
awaiting only the facilities of access and the
necessary population to develop it, Besides
its great natural resources, &e route has
the great additional advantages of climate
and grade, which proBably no other railway
having ite termination on this coast pos-
sesses, - Holding as I do a firm end unflinch-
ing belief in the future of this province,
and believiog aleo in the resources which it
will make  available, and the advan-
teges of the road itself, and strength.
ened and supported as I now
believe the enterprise to ~be by
publio opinion, I naturally feel more hopeful
and confident of suoccess, and am convinced
that the road, even if it should not be built
under the immediate direction of the present
compsny, will in time, if not immediately,
be undertaken by some other company, or
through some other means, as a necessary
uandertaking for the advancement and settle-
mens of this provinoce,

Negotiations having in view the securing
of the necessary capital for the enterpriss
bave now been going om, as you are all
aware, for several years past, and in the
face of many difficulties the enterprise has
been kept before the public, and is still be-
fore some of the mosp prominent and in-
fluential financial institutions of the world.
OUn more than one ocoasion we
have been almost assured that the
necessary oapital wherewith to construct
the road had been secared. The conditions
upon which this capital was to have been
obtained were never sufficiently settled or
definite to justify me in making a statement
publ ¢ in connection with the matter, nor at
the present time do I kmow exactly the
terms npon which the money can be secured,
hence I do not think it is expedient or advis-
able to make any explanation as to the terms
of the pending negotiations until finally
arranged in detail, and full particulars can
be given, but this house and the country
may feel perfeotly secure, because no terms
or conditions beyond those already authoriz
ed by the charter can be imposed on the
oountry without the consent of the govern.
ment and this house, and beyond the state-
ment made during my election, that I
:o;:ld x;obd ouitl:ln to take the recponf-l-

ility o eo g any proposition for
farther aid, if backed by the necessary oap-
ital, without first ascervaining the wishes of
the government and the legislature, I do
not care po commit myself. Iu this connec-
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negotiations which have been in progress for
some time past have fallen through or have
been wholly discontinued. Such is very far
from being the oase, and I have every reason
to believe that they will eventually result
in a practical proposition, which will at
once be brought to the attention of the gov-
ernment. A temporary break has however
occurred in these negotiations, occasioned
by a requisition on the part of certain cap-
italists, for a class of information, which as

matters stand .at present we were unable to | sel

supply.

The explorative survey, whioh the Hon.
Attorney-General has stated it is the inten-
tion of the government to make, will evable
us to furnien this information, and aid us
also in answering ocertaiu questions regard-
ing the amount of capital required for the
construction and equipment cf the road up-
on a different basis to that called for in the
survey which was made by the Dominion
government. This survey contemplated the
construction of a railway equal to the stan-
dard of the Intercolonial. railway, which
mesnb golid masonry. for all culverts and
bridge buttresses, and steel or iron hridges.
As no doubt all of the hon. gentlemen are
aware, the standard of the Intercolonial
was noti adhered to in the comstruction of
any of the transcontinental lines on this con-
vinent, avd when the Cinadian Pacific rail-
way was built, in terms of the agreement of
21st October. 1880, between the Dominicn
government and the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Co, the etandard was made that of
the Union Pacific railwsy of the Uaited
States, which means wooden trestles and
wooden bridges, and is much cheaper. In
the opinion of engineers the more solid con-
strnction, inorder to make a permanent
roadbed; can be more cheaply and conven-
iently done after the railway has been gon-
siracted. It is also necessary to obtain in-
formation as to the passes through the Cari-
boo and Cosst ranges. Uader the survey
referred to, Bate Inlet was contemplated as
the course of the line, but it has since been
suggested by those -wha are familiar with
the country that in all grob;bﬂit.y a more

favorable ‘approach ocould be qbgm )
way of Frederick Arm, or some  other po:l{
on the mainland opposite the northern por-
tion of Vancouver Island If this should
prove to be practicable it would probably be
cheaper and would shorten the ferry from 75
miles to pob more then 15 miles. A ferry of
15 miles would not bs thought any seriouns
objection to the road. The pass known as
the Goat River pass, through the Cariboo
range, has also ‘been discovered since
the Dominion survey = was made,
and this it is - desirable should be
looked .into and ite practicability deter-
mincd  These points I have every reason
vo believe can be settled by the survey con-
emplated, and while this survey will be of
reab servioe to the governmens in affording
formation regarding -the nature of the
country lying immediately along the line of
the proposed railway, it will also be of ma.
terial benefit to the company in enabling
them to verify or correct, as_the case may
be, their estimate of the cost of the road,
which, owing to the ochanged oondition of
thirgs wishin the province and  the ocost of
material being phnger, they have been in-
duced to put ab much less than that given
in Mr. S8andford Fleming’s report. . -

I feel that I mast touch, however slight.
ly, upon the features.of this proposition
bearing npon the development of the, neigh-
boring territory of the Northwest, and the
possibilities which would be rendered practi-
cable for that country if a conneoting -road
with the line of the Canada Western Rall-
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way Company were undertaken. The Yel-
lowhead Pase, through which it is proposed
to take the Canada Weatern, is pronounced
to be the moat advantageous yet discovered
in the Rocky Mountains for a railroad, and
the country to the eastward through which
the connecting road would pass is reported
tobe the most productive and desirable portion
of the Northwest. It would appear that with
such a connection the producte of that yotung
but rapidly growing country might be con-
veyed to Euroj markets by way of the
Paocific, hmels of - as now by the - Atlantic
ocean, the advantage of distance in rail
carrisge being very large. - Although
the carriage by sea would of course
be incressed, yet the carrisge . by
sea being 80 much cheaper, the cost, would
still show a material saving. Take for in-
stance the rate of freight from points west
of Winnipeg as the basis, and the distance
by rail to the seaports on the Atlantic at
from 1,500 to 2,000 miles, and considering
too that most of the grain from that section
has to remain in elevators during the
winter, at expense to the holders, waiting
the opening of navigation in the spring, and
taking the rate of freight west per mile at
the same as that east, for a distance of from
1,000 to 1,250 miles from this goast, the rail-
way carriage would be largely reduced. The
difference in ocean freights from Quebec or
Montreal may be taken.at 15 shillings, as
compared with 25shillings from PacificCoast
ports, or only a difference of 10 shillings per
ton, so that the probable differencs in favor
of the Pacific Coast would be from $2 to $4
per ton, and as an additional advantage the -
ports on the Pacific aré open all the year
round, rendering the necessity and expense
for holding until navigation opened in the_
spring of each year unnecessary. There is
also the possibility, if not the probability as
for as yet known, of the Hudson’s Bay rail-
way being built, and the time between the
ooast of British Columbia and Esgland be-
ing thereby largely reduced. The distance
now is 2850 miles by rail and 2,650 by .-
waber, from Viovoria to Livog)ool 'b'y way
of Quebec, while by the Hudson’s Bay
route the distances are only about 1,800
miles by rail and 3,000 miles by water, a
saving of 1,000 miles rail travel, while the
sea -travel is only incrsased by 300 odd
miles. The question as to the navigation of
the Hudson’s Bay by steamer appears to be
deserving of investigation in order to
determine its practicability, as
many ib is belleved to' be open nearl
aslong as the St. Lawrence at Montren{

These facts,although not pertinent, it may
be claimed, to the question before the house,
are nevertheless of such » nature as to in-
&uu me to direct the attention of the-house «

them, and I feel siire tﬁtWr‘
will sgree that while we are ‘called upon”
more particularly to give our. attention to’
the developmens of our own province, yeb it
is necessary at times, and always desirable;
to keep before us the co-operation of our -
sister provinces when .any public enterprise
of this kind is likely to be mutually advan-
tageous, and perhaps merely calling atten-
tion to it now msg be the means of causin,
it to be taken up by those mors directly an
perhaps more largely interested ‘than our-
ves. : :

In my judgment the. time has arrived:
when the settlement of this province should -
be undertaken upon a more comprehensive
scale than has ever yet been attempted, and
I know of no better way in whioh ‘this can
be: done than by the building of a road
throngh the portion of British Columbia to
be traversed by the proposed line of the
Canada Western railway, taking in as it
does the northern of Vanoouver Island,
which is rich in timber and coal, and well .
suited for agrioulture ; then crossing to the
mainland end passing throngh ' the
heart of the mainland, rich also in -
cultural. resources and minerals  of us
kinds; and effording the opportunity of
reaching by fature conneo lines the ex-
tensive and rich ultural territory known
as Peace River, the gold region at the head
of the S8keena iver and Omineca
distriots and beyond; then passing
‘through the already famous portion
of British ' Columbia, Cariboo — where
fortunes were made in a season, and where
gold to the value of $65,000,000 has already
been oxtracted, and in which section it is
also claimed that for alluvial digginge and
for quartz mines not more than a small be-
gioning has been made. With these gread
inducements, it seems reasonable to con-
clude that whenever this railway may be
built it will, before its construction ‘shall
h“;l l;;noh?d Czrgboo. be the means ott
dou at least the present. population o
the ntov!x;loe. The Cl;:a‘:!‘lsnl Pacific Rnl‘:;
way may have aocompli ts purpose
fornishing this Dominion with a transconti-
?enbalroad‘ m&p:oagh O&udlm territory, h:;

t en ' fails as & development ros ‘
far as : Cdﬁmbhhm
ing through as it does the sonthern part of
the province, and through a very moun
ainous and rugged portion of it too, the ver-
ritory to the south of it whioch is tribu-
tary is limited in extent, though rich in
minerals and agriculture, while at least
nineby per cent. of the territory wishin.the
province lies to the north of that line, and
owing to the conformation of ‘ the country
ocannot, within economic principles, be
reached by it. It is for the purpose of
reaching this northern section of the prov-
ince that the line of the Canada Western
has been found necessary, and until it has
been constructed as a trunk line (by whom
is » matter of little consrgquence) I feoel
sure that l;!::rovlnoe cannot be made what
nature intended it should be—the richest
and most prosperons province of this Do-
minion—or take her proper position as a
provinoe in the Dominion; or as the gateway
of the Dominion mhu Empire ; ot as the
representative of Empire and the Do-
winlon upon the Pacific Coast. = (Applause.)
+ I hope ol;he l::ﬂl“lwﬂ! reoellu the 4
enpport of the house. A h two pre-
vious extensions of the ohmmhv'? bunp’
granted the time which has already been
given the company has not been O!Ml&
whep the maguitude of the undertaking and
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