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Lessons For School Children
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As soon as the next three sets
of lessons are sent in we are going to
rearrange the grades into four groups,
in to give you three instead of

two weeks for preparation.

A marked improvement is noticeable
in the work of those grades from which
drawings have been sent regularly.
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The lessons are based on work already
given and so arranged that weak points
are being strengthened by constant
practice. 'When drawing, or indeed
any subject, is taught in a desultory
way, a little here and a little there,
without any connected plan, the time
spent on it is practically lost.

These lessons should be a very real
help to those who feel that. they have
not a comprehensive grasp of the sub-
ject, and those who take part in the
competitions have nothing to lose and
everything to gain. It is not the gain-
ing of a prize that is valuable, for that
is the very smallest part, so small that
1 wish interest could be kept up with-
out any such means.

The practical knowledge you gain,
by seeing how your drawings repro-
duce, is in itself something well worth
working for. How very plain are the
faults you did not notice at all in your
original drawing and what a chance
vou have to cormect and overcome such
faults.

If you have three weeks instead of
two in which to prepare your draw-
ings I am sure every grade will have
a fair chance to accomplish something
worth while.

Perhaps you have noticed that letter-
ing has frequently been a feature of
yvour lessons. The result that yowr
lettering is on the average 30 per cent
better than it was when we began.

There is room for improvement still,
especially in individual cases. The
letters in many cases are still thin and
weak looking. In one or two cases
this week they had to be strengthencd
to malke them reproduce properly. Af-
ter this, instead of using a fine school
pen for your lettering get two or three
stubs of differing widths and use the
one that you find makes the best let-
tering.

Why do you not study the lettering
on- magazine covers, newspaper head-
lines, posters, advertisements, etc., and
try to get the same weight™ in your
letters?. Open your eyes and observe,
observe, observe, We cannot find ideas
everlastingly out of our own heads
without replenishing our stock of ideas
through the senses.

Just here I might mention the fact
thaf some of you do not quite realize
the meaning of original.

If a ce“inetmaker takes an old
piece of furnilure and cleans and
polishes it, it is quite possible that he
may improve it wonderfully, but it
cannot considered his make of
chair, or whatever it happens to

be
table,

article of furniture or takes any old
piece of lumber and fashions a chair
from it, he the original
maker of that chair. You see it is
not necessary for him to grow the
tree from which the lumber was
ginally taken, nor even to cut it down
himself.
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“Two little bears,
One rainy day,

Went out
On a

to play
bale of hay.”

“K. stands for Kitty;

She often sings a ditty,

When the moon is shining bright,

OUn the dark back fence at night.”

]

If T were Phyllis T would make an-
other of these, cutting off the balls
at the corners, making the printing
a little stronger and placing the cat
directly on the top of the fence, slight-
ly to one side, so that cat and moon
do not come in a line in the middle
of the picture. With these correc-
tions, and enlarged with possibly a
little color introduced, hers would be
a very attractive drawing for the ex-
hibition.

“There was a rat,
For want of stairs,

Came down a rope
To go to prayers,”

is well lettered and arranged.

“Somewhere, somebody's waiting
for you,” is on the whole remarkably
well done. Do you think, Harold, the
door should be as d.crepid looking in
an otherwise brand new henhouse? If
it is partly open the ecrack should
show all the way down.

In one drawing a big baby elephant
on a seesaw vainly strives to
balance a tiny weasel. TUnderneath
are the lines:

“Brains, not beef, oft make a hit;
Weasel, small, excels in wit, e
What must, then, poor Baby Boo
To balance witty weasel do?

In another, a poor unlucky rat has
come within reach of Madame Ele-
phant's predatory trunk, and so

“Madame Elephant disdains a hat,
Despises bangs, but wears a rat.”

“Shed '‘a few tears for Mr. Mack,
A trolley car hit him slap in the
back,”
]
is rather well fllustrated. but the let-
tering is poor, although better in

“Excuse haste,” said the pig,
Though I don’t care a fig,
For as sure as you're horn,

Tm after that corn.”

be, but if he takes the wood from onefy
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£ibly obscure like the poor cook who
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It is too weak to come out well
when reduced and reproduced. Other-
wise -this example is very attractiv

ely
arranged, as is also, :

“Two Teddy
wrong,
Are going to a concert to sing a song.”

i

Bears, that never did

“Hush! Hush! Hush!
The cook fell in the mush.
She went with a splash,
Hash! Hash! Hash!”

is the best piece of lettering that has
been sent in. It is badly placed,
however, and the illustration. if re-
produced, would bhe a mere blur. It
was not necessary to attempt to show
the whole kitchen. The . stove,
I cook and the mush were the neeessary
things.

| Some of you seemed to think that
i vou had to make your marginal line,
ithinking of the paper. This was a
icase where it was not necessary to
i relato the marginal line to the paper

the |

Went out to eat
were at play.”

grass while they

“A pig, with a kink in his tail,
Took a trip to the with
whale.”

moon a

“Old Mother Hubbard

Went to the cupboard

To get her poor dog some dinner,

But when she got there

The cupbeard was bare

But the dog couldn't
thinner.”

Which surely was some consolation.

The following is probably not in-

tended to give much information:

get any

“Jack was a sailor,
Jaek had a bunk;
Jack was sober

When he wasn’t drunk.”

It 13 not usual to find such mani-
'fest fishing for a rhyme as the follow-
ing openly exhibits:
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for convenience in examining, also
;l»e'c:mso that size of paper gave you
.a chance to make drawings quite
| large enough for the purpose. Those
returned \can easily be cut out and
mounted
the margins are not large enough o
frame them attractively.

Where the margin was drawn first,
the result, in some looks like
a garden with a large piece of ground
i left uncultivated at one end.
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“K is for Kkitten,

Cunning and wize,

MWho, with her bright eves
Sees mice of small size’

“Two little piggies, one very hot day,

on larger sheets of paper if;

“M stands for

Who rode on a

monkey,
donkey;
up,
the monkey said ‘Yup.”

"

ne

i
%
| And
|
|

donlkey Kicked

The next is quite believable—

C“A small boy once said hey, hello!
A big sliver T have in my toe,

1 O please take it out

Or I'll raise sucit a
. That they’ll hear me
|“'i‘\\'o little pigs were stopped one day
QB('(‘EH,ISC a fly blocked their way.”

shout
in Jericho.

I wonder if some of the boys
{ girls occasionally let such
hindrances block their way?

and
slight

“Mamma went to Willie's bed
Right off there,

But she found in Willie's bed
A little Teddy Bear.”

Best Drafing.
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HunTer Boe WAS VERYKEEN,
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| BuT soMETIMES BIRDS COULD NOT BE SEEN
i

Tho sITTING ON THE SICHT.

J.B.M® LAREN,
GRADE VI |
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6. Drawn by J. B. McLaren, GradeVill, Rectory Street School, Sixth

N

“Miss Amelia May Hortense

Tried to scale a barb wire fence,

But when she got through with
climb

She had had a ripping time.”

her

Two little bantams began to fight

As soon as it was niorning light;

A man came out in such a fright

It scared them back to dark
night.”

mid-

“When one wee kitten's in the house,
It's all as qniet as a mouse;

When two are there it's not so quiet,
But just enough to call a riot.”

After a perusal of these I do not
know that we would be justified in
considering that we have any em-
bryonic poets in London. However,
they are not bad for a first attempt,
and I am quite sure most of
could do better now you were
try.

The machinery has
motion and some of yvou may find
that you have a bent that way. A fine
crop of spring poets may flourish in
the land to make the hearts of the
editors beat with joy or a less pleas-
ant emotion.

I have come to the conclusion that
in you the artist is nearer the sur-
face than the poet, and more work-
able. »

All drawings that have not already
been returned will be sent to the
schools immediately after the Easter
holidays. .

The next lesson for Grades VII. and
VIII. will probably be a poster for the

you

if to

been started in

school exhibit, something similar to
the one to be designed by Grades IV,
V. and VL. At first I intended giving
You the designing of a cushion top
for the exhibit, but as there will
hardly be time to work that out,
you may be thinking of something:
suitable for a poster.

We want to
made by
cars and
sure to

have

the pupils, up
shop windows
interest

these
in the
SO

posters

street
as to bhe
every individual im
the city in our work and show that
we can make practical of what
we are learning.

Note—IL.ast week's engravings,
some reason or other, were very pool
and did not begin to do te
the designs, which were

use

for

justice
excellent.
Note—The following drawings from
grade V. Empress avenue, were un-
fortunately mislaid last week after
11':1«\\' were sent to the oflice. They are
all above the average and Clarence
!Hutehinson’s, though not a prize win-
“ner, would have come among the six
best. I am handing his design an4d
- Martha Culbert’s in with those already
‘chosen to lay beforae the Old Boys' com-~
mittee,

The of those sending in t}
drawings are given in order of merit;
Clarence Hutchinson.

Martha Culbert.
Beatrice Smith.
Ethel Rowe.
Barbara Cushman,
Jessie Kipp.

Earl Servis.
Gracie McVannel.
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Greatness of the British E4mpire

BOMBAY THE SECOND LARGEST
CITY AND CALCUTTA THE
THIRD — ENORMOUS PRODUC-

CONSUMPTION OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM.

of omenclature in roads
of towns
the average Britis! customed to.
But how many British New
Guinea no longer exists, that Lagos

Changes
and

occasionally ase

the British Central Africa Protectorate
is no more? This and much more in-
formation of a varied character is con-
tained in the “British Empire Extract,”
issued by the board of trade last week
In 1901 the population i
on which the sun never sets was
400,000, and inhabitants of
Unitel Kingdom of the same year
bered 41,400,000,
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ITALY'S LOTTERY TAX
CENSES FOR SMOKERS AND
DRINKERS.
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MINARD'S LINIMENT RELIEVES
NEURALGIA.

There are more than 200 men 1in
New York City working on improve-
ments in automobiles.
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