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SOME OLD- TIME STORIES

- By H. W. L'eMESSURglR, CMG. "
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= ‘\Iany were_ the curious stories that
6&1- Yoretathers trsed fo tell of the old-
én times in St. John’s. Being wholly a

fighing . townsisites earlier. days, andy

the resort of fishermen and sailors
from all parts of the Kingdom, it was
not strange that many taverns, as pub-
B8, houses were then so called, were
Jocated along Water Street or the
“Lower Path” as then known. In%
these tayerng there-wajigregated Cap-7
tains wnﬁng for ghigs to load, Plant-:
ers who had <omie from' Outports and
thirsty people of the town. One tavern
in particular situated near to where
the shop of F. Smallwood stands was’
noted for its Devofishire Cider and Ale,
and was the prineipal resort of Devon-
shire men—Captains and Planters
hailing from the famed county of
Devon looked upon it as their Club,
their home. Here you would find, in
the fall of the year, the Winsors, Car-
!;gis Folletts, MDarbys, Cookes, Tre~
mj,!ns ete., etc.,, enjoying~a pipe and
%e pots of cider or ale.
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- A HARD FROST.

One evening of October, about 1830,
,there gathered at this tavern a num-
ber of goodly Devonshire men and
#6Me captains from'that country. A

®l known <Outport : friend -had
yfught with him, g, Irighwman, who

jd successfully navigs.ted his_ vessel
to the waters of Placentia Bay for a
:number of years; although he was not
| & mavigator and could barely writé'
hia own name. After discussing the
ms of the day, the latest frotn the
old country, the fishery and the prxce
ot fish, a discussioa arose as to who'
had met with the most curious incid
‘ents In crossing the Atlantic. ‘This
discussion was purposely started by
{one of the company, who was known
{ag “The devil’s darning needle,” and
wa# noted for his love of mischievous
fan. “Come Captain Holmes,” said
he, “I'm sure in “your experience
youve seen and heard some queer
thihgs ” “That I have” said Captain
Hélmes, “and the -most remarkable™
eyént that ever I met with was last
fall when we were coming to the west-
ward. Youse all remember that I had
a very long passage from Poole, and
got driven off twice over the Banks
in the month of November, and didn’t
get here with the fall's stock until
thé 2nd of December. My word for
it, but it was the coldest voyage ever
I'made. We was on short commons,
and our water was getting so low that
I had ordered the last cask locked up
and served it out.with me own hands.-
Twe nights before we reached pbrt it

m“l tl“’:) when I nouni Uy the
“¢dmpass that the iceberg had wheel-
ed, so that our bow was to the north. |
ward. As a good breeze of southerly

out the way we came in, so ordered
all hands to set the square sails. After
about a hglf an hour the old brig
commenc

ing on her heel rushed off as if the
old nick was after her. When we got
clea.r I ordered the pumps to be trled

airs until we reached the Cove
? : }Cg,:;kg or our homeward voyage.”"

" CRYING A LOST WIFE.

cabin '\was like' the noise of pxstol
{'palls; “ard that was hard frost: I teﬂ’
you.*

RATS.
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After some good natured quizzing
had taken place a Captain named
Newbury said: “Gentlemen, I had a
singular experience last year when
coming out from Bideford. I always
'ha e a good isupply bf dips (tallow

idles which USed to ‘be, tied ' in
bunchas by the vdcks which were left 4
long for that purpose) on board, and’
to keep them -from being. stolen, they
were hung on nails overhead in the
cabin. For some time I had missed a
bunch now and again, and after a
time I raised “Cain” with the crew,
who I suspected had stolen.them. I

thief,  as he called my attention’ to:-the
place where had hung the last bunch
which had disappeared. The mate
suggested that it must be rats, and al-
though I séouted the idea, I was de-
termined to watch and see whether
he was ‘corfect. It was my watch
below at midnight and I turned ing
[leaving a fresh dip burning. I was
so long waiting for somgething to hap-
pen that I must hs.vg" been just doz-
ing when a squeak attracted my at-
‘tefition, and without moving I cast my
éves along the floor and there sure
ienough was a rat sitting up just un-
derneath a bunch ‘of dips, as it was
‘quite §mooth, . ang we 'were going
light air of wind abaft the beam. Pre-
sently out came a dozen rnts and they
made a pyramid by standing on one
\ another’s shoulders like, until the last
rat reached the candles when he cut
the string and down dropped rats and
candles on the floor. Each rat tugged
off a candle until there. was only one
rat left and he had none. Before you
could say Jaci Robinson, gtntlemen,
that rat had the lighted candle out of
the sconce, and was away with it.”

ICEBERG A FLOATING DOCK.

Much laughter succeeded this yarn
"HNA € HEW f11'6F glasses having been |
ordered the Irishman was asked for
his' experience,;

“Begor, gentlemen, I never had any
rats or them things to contend with,
but a curious thing happened when
I was coming across the Banks two
years ago in the spring of the year. It
had been very foggy and we got stuck
in some ice which carried' away our
forefoot and she was making a farish
lot of water. I might have gone south¢
of the ice, but as it would take me off
ime-track I didn't-like to do -it.
make a long story short the ice open-

froze guns, and after four o’clock in
the ‘morning, being my watch below.
I #arned in cold enough, just taking
thé' precaution to put a small tot of
spipts-in me to liven up the tempera-
ture,

lowed by the noise of the bullets |
stx_'ﬂ:ing the roof of the cabin> I was
efrdld to stir thinking I might be hit,
Tubfas the noise ceased after a time
T had the courage to strike a light and..
look about, bt oI could see ‘nothifig,
end at length cencluded that- it mnst
have been some noise on deck, so I
lurned in and weut fo sieep again."In
the morning. when T was called, and |
commenced to dress, I found every
pparrowbill’ drawn out of my boots,
and looking up saw them stuck in the
top of the cabin roof. Gentlemen the
frost had been so-great that it had
pctually drawn them all out, and it:
was the noise of them coming out of

I couldn’t have been very long" | with” alt'the cIoth@s on her, d
..slgp when I woke up with a start, i | at, once the watch sang out “a blg
anﬁ heard pistol shots near me, fol- '1ceberg on the starboard hand,” and

; ed up 2 hit and: we made trackq fm{’t"‘ i

Cape St. Marv's. but hafar- =-
the Banks down came the fog again
with a npankinx breeze from tho
SOqu-“aQt Vool 7
Witcu

almost in the same moment he said |
“and another on the port hand.” I
jumped and took the tiller myself,
and ran her right for the middle of
the. Awo. .which , .appeared .to -be clear;
and as” we-passed between them, the'|
brig rose and- slid along and then
stopped. I thought she was going to

fall over on her nide, but she didn’t,

and ‘thé sails presslng her, she slow—

1y’ slipped along until we found she
was almost high and dry on the floor
"wifich joined the two walls of loo on’
‘either side. I at once ordered all
sails to be taken in and went to ex-_
amife* oar position. * ‘1 found we had
‘run-into’'a naturdl ice graving dock4:

wag certain that the cook wasn’t the |

Tort

port man who whe he |
'%ﬁé th him
Neither ot tnom ‘had ‘seen such a lot

ok by g Higher than a
Tong” s’to::ed"}mﬂm:nz. Tﬁ?man was

a dealer of Baine Johnston & Co's,
when Walter Grieve, the founder of
Walter Grieve & Co., was a young
man. Mr. Grieve being then with the
firm of Baine Johnston*&¥Cp. took an
mta;fstl.lm Skipper my¥. and his
dffered th ﬁi ¢ good ad-

vfce\'as to théir’ conddct.‘wlmé in town.
One day Skipper Tommy came to Mr,
Grieve in great trouble and informed
him that he had lost Betsy and
couldn’t find ‘her.- : Mr. Grieve advised
hith ‘that the only way to recover his
wife was to get the Town crier to ad-
vertise her. At that time the town
had as town, crier one Billy Freeman,
who, when his services were needed,
‘would make the round of Water St.
ringing . a beH and then cry notice of
the thing lost, stolen or strayed or of
an auction or ‘anything else that re-
quired public attention. When Mr.
Freeman’s services were enlisted .a
full description of the wife was given
to him and he started out going west
crying “lost, stolen or strayed a mar-
ried woman answering to the name of
Betsy. . Had on a bran new petticoat;
a serge dress, and peckety hand‘chlef
on her head. - Halr coal black, eyes
gray or blue with a fine rosy colour
in the face, anybody finding the sa.id
Betsy will return her to the Lovely
Mary at Baine &' JohfiSton's.” Neo
doubt Mr.. Grieve had a great deal fo
along quietly on an even keel, with ‘a
do  with the compiling of the adver-
tisement and purposely started Billy
Freeman West instead of Fast. Peb-
ple were very ‘much amused at this
unusual notiee, ‘and Skipper Tommy
added much to their merriment by his
interrupting ejaculations made in ‘s
loud voice, which he kept up all the
time,

Crier—“Lost, stolen or strayed.” :

Tommy—'Be sure she are, uvver
since ten o'clock.” '~ y 3

Crier—“A married woman answer-
ing to the name of Betsy.”

Tommy—“Zactly so she’m marrled
but she's not answering.”

Crier—“Had on a.bran new flannel
petticoat.”

Tommy— Never yet washed amnd
only put en when we. left home®”

Crier—"“A serge dress and a peckety
hand’chief on her head.”

Tommy—"It cost foyer shillings and
was blue with white specks in it.”
~Lrier—Hair coal-biack.” i

.;3

Tomny——“Not a lie in it just like

(rler—-“Eyes gray of blue.”

,.{ .cmm}—?'l don'tKhBw about that'|,

; Mr. Graves knowfl best.” And so
¢ vent to¥Newman's and back. S
n retlir 3; affd “inding she had
not come back they started Past, qu!te
wfew !ollowing and quizzing Tommy.

When they came to a tavern and'|!
] dance house which stood about where |
Tommy |

Miss Stick’s shop now f{s,
spied Besty coming out and “rushing
-beld . of -her:apd ran:
“Bafné Johnstdn’s 'hl'rt
shouting all ‘the time-at the top of nis
vaice—"“Mr. Graves, Mr Graven, I've
“founid “Be g, \

!
shom THE nnm.

AMr.Cookwhommdongm
pess at Great Paradise gn the m
teenth Gentury, had a farm at Red
Head ' at:the entrance " of Paradise
Sound, the remains of which are yet |
| yisible, - He imported a horse to use
in’ the winter and he.put it on West

wind was springing up I ‘thought that
plt)q'ware set we might go.

to slide, and with a leap |
w*‘ ( after a fox she went
stern first clear of the ice, and wheel- .

and we found she was as tight as a
home and didn’t afterwards meed any

Aistory used to ‘be ‘tolil” ot an Out»‘

: Suggestmg many suitable and 1nterest1ng pieces at inexpensive prices. Christmas’ glfts that bring happmess are most de-
sired by those who give, and here are numerous articles that hold a wealth of Christmas cheer for those who receive them—just
the sort of articles that many a home lover has been wishing for. Don’t forget that one good satisfying gift is worth half a dozen
smaller articles that will be worn out and useless in a few months. Give Furniture—the gift of lasting usefulness and beauty.

Eleclric Lamps

BEDROOM LAMPS—Assorted shades.

BRIDGE LAMPS—Assorted shades.

FLOOR LAMPS—Assorted colored silk shades.

READING LAMPS—Assorted shades. i

PERFUME LAMPS—Ideal for the sick room,

PIANO LAMPS—Assorted.

DRESSING TABLE CLOCKS,

MANTLE CLOCKS—Ivory and Metal.

FRENCH AMBER DRESSING SETS.

RATTAN CHAIRS—Suitable for bedroom.

MEN'’S SHAVING SETS.

" SMOKERS’ CABIN ETS and STANDS—WaInut
and Mahogany finish,

CARVER’S SETS—S3 piece stag handles.

Gift Ideas

SILVER BREAKFAST SET—Coffee Pot, Sugar

Bowl, Milk Jug, Spoon Bowl and Tray. -
WHITE METAL CAKE STANDS—Untarnish-
able.

'WHITE METAL FRUIT DISH—Untarnishable.

WHITE METAL CANDY DISH—Untarnishable.

CHINA CABINETS—Quartered Qak, English and

. Walnut.

SECTIONAL BOOKCASES—Walnut, Oak and
Mahagany.

TRAYS-—Untarnishable White Metal and Wood
frames, glass bottom.

PIANO BENCHES, STRAW WORK BASKETS,

ACCORDEONS.

CENTRE TABLES—Assorted Walnut,
Mahogany and Oak. " :

BATHROOM CABINETS—White Ivory finish,
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Gifts for Children

GIFTS FOR CHILDREN—Kindergarten Sets
consisting of table and two chairs.
ROCKERS AND RATTAN CHAIRS.
HIGH CHAIRS—Stationary and collapsible.
DOLLS’ CRADLES—Wicker.
DOLLS’CARRIAGES—Wicker:
DOLLS’> CHAIRS. e, dark b
BOYS ROCKING HORSES. 8 Bethiehe
BOYS’ COASTERS. stmas night.
CHILD’S SLEDS. poHad , Dss
CHILD’S TRICYCLES.
ChILD’S SILVER SET—Consisting of Cup, Spoon,
Fork, Knife and Napkin Ring, in a pretty gift
case,.

BOYS’ AUTO RACERS.

Exceptional Value in

Chesterfield Suites

comfort to t

yer deeper (@B
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If you are thinking ‘of purchaéir;g 2 Chesterfied Suite, we would advise you to see the
display in our New Furniture Showrooms. They are without a doubt the best values we

have gshown for years, you will think the same when you see them.
manufacturers samples, purchesed by our buyer, when used for exhibition purposes, at
a big price concession, the benefit of which w pass along to you.

Manufactured by the most reliable factories in Canada, fitted with oil tempered steel
springs, wire construction, all over web bottom, spring back and arms, fitted with Mar-
shall & Fishman, loose and spring cushions8 upholstered with beautiful Tapestry, Mo-

hair and Cameo coverings.

Chesterfield Suites

3-piece Suites, conmsisting of Chesterfield and two Arm
Chairs, single filling 6f tow, moss-and cotton, upholstered

with beautiful Tapestry. Spe-
clal per suite .. ..

$189.00 * $225.00
Chesterﬁeld Sultes. :

3-pieces, single filling of tow; moss and cotton, upholster-
with dointy Cut Plush. Special per sn.lte sz

24 % us 8% B Ne ae we o aw

Chesterﬁe’ld Sultes.

3-piece Suites, upholstered with rich Cut Plush double

nlllnx consisting of tow, moss, cotton and ha.ir iochl &'

: d Sultes.

n- Mohair back and Cameo cushions,
- tow, moss, hair and
.

cent rich looking Cut Mohair, 3-'°
Special per sulte ., 3472 50

B Rl e R SR

Chesterfield Chairs

Chesterfield Suites

3-pieces, with reversjble cushions, upholstered with Cut
Plush in exquisite desngns, double stuffed with tow, moss,

bair and cotton. SDOCN per BRlty oo 0n 0e $526.50

4% %o se we e se se wy se o5 e o

Chesterfield Suites.

Upholstered with plain Mohair back, and loose Cameo
cushions; double stuffed, fitted with extra strong oil tem-

il ke ol

Chesterfield Chairs.

Arm' and Wing Chairs, single stuffed with tow, moss. and
wool, fitted with oil tempered springs and web bottom, up—
holstered in very . pretty Tapestry. Would $47 2
make an ideal Xmas gift. Special each

Chesterfield Chairs. _

Arm and Wing Chairs, upholstered with Cut Mohair in
exceptionally good looking designs, uln;le 347 25
stuffed; very comfortable. Special each

pe oo
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Chestertield’s

Chesterfield Chairs.

Arm and Wing Chairs, double stuffed with tow, moss,
hair and cotton, uphdlstered with plam Mohair back and

Cameo cushions. Speefal each .. $103 50
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Chesterfields. .

Trpestry covered Chesterflelds, single stuffed, fitted with
oii tempered springs, good looking and com- $94 50
fortable. Special each .. .. .. .. .0 .0 o0 .. °

Chesterfields.

Upholstered with pretty Cut Mohair, double stuffed with
tow, moss, wool and:hair; fitted with: extra $1 48 50
heavy springs. Special ench Ko ¢ deiee wa .

Chesterfields.. .

Double .stuffed, back upholstered- with' plain Mohair,
Cameo loose cushions. Exgeptionally good $207 00
looking. Spee}xl CRORIOETs o ‘do vo s fiids] o5 .
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persofis that ever observed oner of|
| these rare celestial phenomensa, the
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!Nﬁ(' in the transportatfon’and sit-l Indian Ocean to south Sumatra, thence
ting up of sclentific equipment, all ‘on” to Borneo and Mindanao in the Philip-
‘a gamble, for always there is the ‘pos- pine ‘Islands. Kadio ‘will keep you in-
sibility that clouds will intervene and formied of its progress as it sweeps

sun from the earth.

measure all celestial distances.

problem of the exact distance of ¥
If .we could ¢
tablish this distance, then man coul

the boots that sounded 1like pistol}and we were so. well shored up with
phots, and their striking the top of the {ice

| and keener 4 L make all the preparations:valieless. ™ ‘these distant regions at a cannon-
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