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pursuit upon the trail of one who could never be found,
barring some such accident as had in truth found him.
Who could pick the best possible suspect so cleverly?
Only one who knew that the Indicated suspect was
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His first care was to take the letter about the town
to such persons as had had deallngs with the corporal.
Ruhler had been assigned to duty in the commissariat,
with the power to make small purchases for the gar-
rison. It was no difficult tgsk, therefore, to find a
shopkeeper who could show specimens of the
poral's handwri g among his accounts, and Hundert
was able to obtain several of these. He thus armed
himself at the start with proof that the letter was
not by any chance actually written by Ruhler, for
the characters were by no means similar. He took
this precaution to set aside a possibility that the body
had not been rightly identified and that the man was
still alive or had been at the time the communication
was penned.

Ruhler being removed from the problem, the young
commissary took the position that the Inn-
keeper was in some way concerned with the writing
of the letter, patently directed with the purpose of
clearing him of the charge of burg: He made h
way the next day to the town from which the letter
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final cireumstance was established by a private in the
garrison who had been the last Ruhler alive
He swore that the corporal was walking toward
inn and was not half a block distant from It
passed him

Through a peculiarity of the law it was thought
well to place Deeskirk upon his trial for the robbery
first, that his counnection with this erime might
used as evidence in trying him for the more
offence. He wis found guilty of bu ATy,
then tried for the murder of Corporal Rubler.
ond verdict of gullty was quickly rendered.
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It was a characteristic of the commissary, Jacob
Hundert, fthat he brought to his work no personal
animosity, as he brought no friendship for the indt
viduals who came within the range of his duties. His
was purely a mathematical mind, devold of senti
ment, an ideal machine for the uses of justice. He

approached a case as Fuclid did a problem, with clean
unclouded logic and the absence of mixed purpose,
The conviction of a criminal meant nothing to him
more than that his theorem had been resolved in such
a way that the minds about him were impressed with
the soundness of his reasoning. There was no per-
sonal satisfaction in a verdict of guilty procured by
his actlvities, nor did such an Incidenf give him pause
in any Inquiry.

This quality of the man, the dominant note in his
nature, gave the accused an advantage that held level
the scales against the persistence in investigation
that made for conviction. For the mind of Hundert,
once given the premises and turned toward solution,
did not turn aside until further hypothesis or analysls
or grouping of the facts seemed quite useless.

So it was that the mere fact that Deeskirk was
started for the gallows signalled no rect in the mat-
ter. There were still points worthy of attention. If
the case he had collected thus far was sufficient to
convinee a jury of the It of the accused, that was
their lookout, not his. He was concerned only with
the play of men and circumstances His it was to
study and dissect actions and appearances and mo-
tives. What he fourd he passed along, but he re-
fused to take the attitude of other or ordinary men
toward his chosen work
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Thus Hundert, the worked out the
second half of his problem in time to save an inne-
cent man’s life. The four guilty persons were executed
and the carpenter was punishec theft.
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