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rill» Coieeisl Armer.
Mb. Editor,—As wo are go A», g 

near the close of the year 
have been looking over 
interest some of the articles 
paper, some tinw |v.v*' 
ment and kmdWess to 
right kind of food, and 
it to them—also

1877,I 
ith great 

n your 
on the treat- 
animals, the 
when to give 

showing n*r:y and
kindness. From my own ub-ervaiimi 
I think there is much need of rotorm 
in this difeetiom' 1 myself am a lover 
of animnfor èàfat>141y *»>,ol,le h°**e 

How often have«»W a youth ot 
17 ot so to chargw-ef stock, including 
from one to three or foor horses. I 
have frequently seen the fork used 
unmercifully upon their backs or 
hea de with careea enough to make one 
gbud der ; but says the employer, I get 
this youth cheap. X bave heard it 
said of .an Irish Artoer, if he only sent 
his horse to the forge he would send 
the best man with him. I have often 
thought whether the horse had 
more ipOeUrt*0»8 “>e - wben
seeing thorn-, •* bruul1*’
Again, if we have learned this lesson 
of care and kindness to animals and 
are successful with thbm, yoar paper 
does not Stay there j it extend, from 
the aeUnyliyagdom to the vegetable 
kingdom enthothir items. Koowledge 
is very valueless if your^ paper is not 
worth $1.00 per year.

tiined. If our memory serves us 
rightly, from 80 3 to 83 ° degrees is 
the proper temperature. We always 
usé a thermometer for guaging the 
temperature of the water. Help 
enough should be provided for strip­
ping off the bristles as soon as the hog 
is drawn from fao water. One minute 
t .en i- worth fire after the hog is 
eiioled a little. With good conveni- 

nces, a force of seven or eight men 
al sill and dress fifty hogs in a day 
-iiy. _

The successful 
farmer is nofomfy kind and merciful 
to his animals, but his kindness ex­
tends tp/fiialafa1 orfrpjfS. He, as it 
were, bêêôlfiertttaehtet *6 binant mais, 
and land. It is an old saying, where 
there is a will there is a way. A 
diligent and persevering farmer’s land 
and stock will soon begin to show it. 
If he hpa, aocppcd op all the manure 
he can, and wgnte more, it may be bo 
has not got money to pay for it, but 
still if he has a will it must come 
from somewhere. Your paper also 
encourages a taste not only for the 
useful but for the beautiful. We have 
had some good hints how to make our 
hometÿ first profitable, an., it may be 
at tb®fcme time beautiful by7 planting 
a few trees both evergreens anil fie- 
diûaaas, a small combination of th.'se 
will well repay tor trouble. What 
would our beautiful city be in spring 
and summer months without hei 
trees 7 ' How harmonious and natural 
the trees surrounding our beautiful 
O.Uhedral in midwinter as well as at 
oth,<r seasons, although, in Hew 
Brunswick we have* pfhnty of boauti 
ful trees—Hemlock, Spruce How 
Xmas-like they appear; Elm. Lime 
and Maple. These and many other 
kinds can be objj;ioed with little or no 
expense.

J. B.
Or A Lover of Animals, Trees, Ac.

having less bone. Hump steak, and slow to dissolve, hence of greater ad- 
round, if wolf poundod to make them vantage on grass lands where the 
tender, have V e best flavor. | time is extended. Used alone on to

matoes on poor soil, there was a 
moderate growth, the plants exhibit.Home Binding of Papers and

Magazines.

only thoroughly compost a}! this ma­
terial thrown ir-to the cellar, bat by 
the trapping of their feet prevent 
excessive fermentation after itMS 
mixed. The pig is especially valuable 

ing a pale tint, bearing less fruit in to the villager who is occupied ks a

The Telephone.—The lelephcfas in 
its pre-ent form consists of à pûwer- 
ful compound permanent magnet, 

e two poles of which are" attach 
ordinary teleg-aph coils of insulai 
wire. In front of the poles surround 
ed by these coils of wire is placed a 
diaphragm of iron. A mouth) piece, 
to converge the sound upon this dia­
phragm substantially complètes the 
arrangement. The nüdtïôn of steel 

iron in front of the poles of a mag 
net creates * current of eleotricity 
in coils surrounding the poles of the 
magnet, and the dn^ttid|Wthi 
rent of electricity coincides "vnth the 
duration of the motion of the 
of the steel or Iron moved or vibrated 

lie proximity qf the paqgpet. 
When the -he#aan voice cause. the 
diaphragm to vibrate, eleettidal no­
dulations are induced in the coils en­
vironing the magnets precisely analo­
gous to the undulations of the air pro­
duced by that voice. These coils are 
connected with the line irire, which 
may be of any leugth, .provided the 
insulation be good. The undulations 
which are induced in these ooils travel 
through the line wire, and passing 
through the coils of an instrument of 
precisely similar construction at the 
distant station, are eg*jo resolved 
into air undulations by the diaphragm 
oi this instrument.

Wo know wlntt handsome books are 
made by getting old magazines boand 
up in yearly or half-yearly volumes. 
Many of us cannot afford to have all 

~ the old magazines and papers, 
^ which we wish to preserve in order, 

bonnd by the regular book-binders. It 
is possible to bind them together so 
as to preserve them in a convenient 
form, with very little trouble, and 
with no expense to speak of. Sew 

m together with strong cord or 
ge. Don’t sew them “over and 

over," like the seam in ft sheet, as 
papers sewed in this way tear out 
badly, and the book loses its shaped 
To make a thick book, a good strong 
awl is needed. Lay the numbers in 
order, removing the covers, if they

number but of g.iod size. A touch of 
night soil changed the whole MpPCt 
of the plenty And this response where 
the two elements are tmited is always 
prompt, the ashes sure to prevent the 
vine from getting the better of the 
fruit. The potato, among other 
things, is bonefitfed in the same wav 
On poor soil, particularly on dry clay 
loam with sod turned down, the effect 
is wonderful ; but most wonderful 
with the Early Base, planted as early 
in the spring as possible.

The ashes used are from hard wood, 
principally maple, the leached article 
almost as good as the unleached. In 
applying night soil it may be done 
when entirely fresh, with equal bene 
fit. Thus there is constantly made, 
ready to hand, one of the Very bestare covered. Fit the backs evenly, » , ’ . . ,, . , , , „ , ,, f ’ fertilizers, always prompt and reliable,and make awl holes from half to maki the ^

ree quarters of an tnch ^ from the L „„„ with ar*tivel
lk ed«0’ ,hroa«b ‘he Wh°*e I"le- not little expense, as only the ground im 

mote than two or three inches apart. Is.,. . . , " , ,„ , . ,, . . . v. mediately occupied by the plantsSew through these with a darning . ,, „ 1 .„ ® ^ ® needs the application. Here is aneedi* and twine, rock and forth, . c rr „ . ..., Y . ■ l* , x chance for a poor family having a hi1til the book is firm, fastening the r, .. .. ,/ .. x . T„ 6 . of land to supply itself without cost
jia At 1 h a f urina c AATiea I TT I r Q IÏA/U1 I » I w

The OelelibratddBprgx» grape.

f the twine securely. If a good with the more important yields of theUng cover be desired, it is best to den> „ the Mbej and night toil are 
bind the backswiths rongoloth. This lh6 ^ of bongebold> and
22. -ÎLIM a>ways sufficient, the product keeping
cloth over the backs (the whole pile pace with the size of the family and

laborer or mechanic during the day. 
He has hie his acre or two of land, bis 
vines and frnit trees, which can be 
made to Supply his table with com­
forts and luxuries the year round. 
The profit of his garden and fruit yard 
will depeltt almost entirely «pee-the 
free nse of fertilizers. It is practi­
cable to'keep bis soil in tr high state 
of productiveness with fertilizers 
made upon the premises. If we made 
the most of our borne resources to fill 
the larder, and store the firnit room» 
the times would not be so incurably 
bad.—Am. Agriculturist.

Care of Farm Stock.

a**t»s*
I1ER TREASURES.

together) before ptercog the holes, thejr demands on tbe garden. Whore 
Tothts stop,’on front and hack, I-,, burDed the effect will

paste .paper, one th.okness over gach cttee A t„ mil
another, until a th.ck bo.rd_,s formed, „hn and ^ ^ to the d th tbe
drying ,t with a warm flat-iron asyoul^ ,g worked maki [be 
proceed, so as to keep a smooth and pQrtion „„„ ofashee to abont thr6e of 
even.surface. Tr.m the edges P~>te I,, tbe coarger arts of the 
something strong over the back line ^ removed. Thig sbould ^ done 
the covers neaUy, and embellish lhe ^ year preTioul( and) at the ,ate9t> 
outside according to taste. 1

Dung-Hill Fowls.

rly in the fall, so os to give the 
at a chance to act on the combined 

I ashes and soil. Clay soil, especially 
if rigid, should have this treatment to

Pedigree Seed.—Mr. F. F. Ballet, 
«f England, the originator ef the fa­
mous pedigree wheat, in describing 
his process of selection, says ; “ Dur-
ing these investigations no single cir­
cumstance has struck me as more 
forcibly illustrating the necessity for 
repeated selection than the fact, of 
tbe grains in the same ear, one is proved 
greatlt to e$c»jiall $ others in vital 
poiçcr. Thus thex original two ears 
contained together 87 grains, which 
were all planted singly. One ol them 
prod used to# ears containing 688 
grains, and net only could the pro­
duce of no other single groin compare 
with them, but the finest ten ears 
which could be collected from the pro­
duce of the other 86 grains contained 
only 598 grains." That ibis process 
«f selection need not deter any one 
from using it, from the slowness of 
the result, it ie «toted that Mr. Hallett 
lad one field of seven acres sowed 

x with the produce of a single- grain 
planted two years before; but Mr 
Hallett in his seed growing plants 
thin, in one case planting-et the rule 
of but 10 1-2 pints par sers. '

Who will give the American farmer 
a pedigree wheat which van ho de- 
pended upon to double the crop? The 
thought is a rsasonable one, and the 
man wl*> first succeeds will reap sue 
cess yjfj yielf and others.

The atasoa for butchering bogs has

We desire to call the attention of 
our readers to the fact that tbe Fruit 
Growers’ Association of Ontario will 
send to etteh of ite members a plant of 
this new grape vine. It was originat­
ed in Prince Edward County by Mr. 
Peter C. Dempsey, one ofonr ddost 
skillful hybridists. The frnitis large, 
purplish black, sweet and rich, and 
ripens earlier than the Concord. The 
vine is vigorous, productive and 
hardy. It is one of the most valuable 
grapes for our country that has over 
Oeen grown, and the. Fruit Grower»'. 
Association deserve great praise for 
their forcsthonght in securing vines of 
this luscious grape, named in honor 
oftnedi linguished President of the 
Association. We counsel our readers 
to send at once the fee of one dollar 
to the Secretary, Mr. D. W. Beadle, 
St. Catharines, which will entitle 
them to » copy of the report for 1877, 
now being printed, which is worth 
tbe full amount of the subscription

I
These have long been considered in 

many qnarters, by those who know improve its texture, whether wood 
little or nothing about the more valu- aabea ,re n96<* or not> 0r> *h tb® sb* 
able qualities and traits of the modern 86006 °f coal aahsa. 'togotable material 
improved race of poultry, to be11 good ahould. be worked in. Then all that 
enough,” on the farm. This is a great is 066d«H° the spring is to plant and 
mistake ! No sort of live stock is ! *PP'y tbe stronger manure. Apply 

good enough ” for either farmer or 00t «** at once, but as ianesdedduring 
poulterer, nowadays, that is not,ol the the season, Jess when the plant is 
better or the best quality to be had. 9maU> alwaf8 keeping the soil well 

It costs no more, on the average, to | stirred.—1. G., in New York Tribune 
feed prime poultry—per head—than
it does to maintain the scrubs. Indeed | The Pig ae^a Manufacturer 
wo know many small farmers who
adhere to the old usage of breeding,. • , , ,
thewom’.oat Larq.yard varieties that I J jL

fee, and in addition thereto, v plant of 
this splendid new grape) which cannot 
be nought for leas than a dollar apiece. 
If any one would like to secure two 
of these grape vines be can do -so by 
sending the names of nine persons 
besides bis own and ten dollars to Mr. 
Beadle, aqd a plant will be sent to 
each of the pipe persona, and two 
plants to the parsed who gets- op the 
ektb.

19 WO
i strietheTrigrandsifel cultivated, (or rather 

tolerated) around the homestead, who 
throw away more good grain, every 
year, upon a given number of these 
dung-hill cormorants, than would 
liberally feed the same number of 
good Cochins, or Brahmas, or Ply­
mouth Bocks,

The latter are much heavier, finer, 
and as hardy ; they lay many more 
and richer, larger eggs ; they come to 
maturity sooner; they are far more 
quiet, generally, about the place ; they 
are seldom assailed with sickness, 
while all mongrels arc frequently dis 
eased ; abAfatèrity the cockerels make 
fine roasters ; tbe pullets are good

overlook the bumble operative who 
always makes staple goods and sends 
them to a hungry market. He works 
upon coarse raw material, and manu­
factures pork, lard, and fertilizers, 
articles for which, there ia always 
good demand on every form, and a 
ready sale'In the village markets, 
One effect of the large increase in the 
circulation«f#»r agricultural journals 
has been to raise tbe price of fertilis­
ers. The profita of cultivation are 
seeo to keep peoo with the use of 
fertilisers. The demand is especially 
lively in our large towns aqd their 
suburbs, where market gardening js

the country plaças we pass,

In selecting *eef to roast, if it be 
for a email family, th» rib is by far 
the best and most tender cut ; have 
some of the bone removed, then make 
your batcher skewer tbe beef. Tbe 
best beef-steak for broiling is porter- 
h.ouse. Tbe best beef for a la mie ia 
the round ; have tbe bone removed 
and trim off all the gristle. For

raswnfiaasft
ifor, tbe saddle,op the loin and haunch.
The log should-be-fikptoif, #9*11 rib _ 
aiiMpssre the best Ibrbrffiiiog; g"?„ outlay, and

winter layers ; and very fair common I *>»<>»«»■ KW6
i ' l innn»n,i,iAa from ten auras well tilled, than fromsamples may now be had, tn quantities,

at about tbe cost of tho old fashioned X . 6 . 6 , ,,
, . . a cord is a common price for stable

m.xed-p nondescripts. manure in time localities, hut it is
A flock of any sort °f Pu«>-br<j L^nch higher, and sometimes not 

fowls, evenly, plumed and of good to hid Bt JS. in tbe flash times 
proportions, is a beautiful sight upon 
jhe'lawp, ft) the run, or about the cot through which we have passed, many 
fie OH»*,,» 7V“",”;"7""7”:.|vil1agor8 ceased to make their own 
toga dqor, A . 9f 1 * park, and, evph qpod tbe farm, ppaf
which we Often see prowl,ng arpund g- ^ jf Z ^en a MI 

ess wa pass, or vtsi , | then» was arty ppofit in keep-

To follow the business of farming 
without properly caring for the 
various kinds 'of stock, is sure to re­
sult in a loss that no farmer can bear 
without greatly injuring his interests. 
Indeed, so ut profitable has it proved, 
that multitudes of farmers—honest 
men—ntiglit easily trace their present 
poor condition to this very cause more 
than to anything else. Live stock is 
an important part of a farmer’s capi­
tal, and all capital is invested with a 
view of realizing a profit over the 
first cost of< whatever is purchased 
when it is sold. If this is not true, 
then why do people buy anything 
that is their attention to again offer 
for sale r

If money invested in'live stock fails 
to return any profit to the purchaser 
after keeping it a year or eighteen 
months,.supposing prices remain firm 
and unchanged, the investment proves 
a bad one. Even considering tEal it 
brings hook tbe purohase money, 
when it is sold, a great many seem to 
think that no nqonoy is' lost ; but in 
ear estimation there is a big loss. 
There is the interest on the money 
for tbe time, the value of tbe food 
consumed, and then tbe time and 
trouble ef taking care of tho stock, 
for wuieh nothing would bp received. 
Taken all togetkor there vijuld be no 
small losfc Bat how a loss’ could be 
sustained is what t is wanted to be 
found out, as it is supposed that during 
the time the stock was held and up to 
the date that it- was sold, there is no 
visible change in prices. There can 
%e no other conclusion arrived at but 
that there was bad management in 
the care of stock and it did not im­
prove, and therefore could not increase 
,in value.

It is an absurd idea for any farmer 
in this enlightened age, to think that 
farm stock can be carelessly handled, 
half fed, and allowed to run all winter 
without shelter from storms of snow, 
or cold rains, and yet make a satis­
factory growth. * Stock of any kind 
requires an abundance of food, if it is 
expected to make à rapid growth, and 
the afore care there is taken in ren­
dering it pomfortuble^ in nil that 
pertains to its health and thriftiness, 
the faster wilt be its growth.

Wtfon farm stock dies in consequence 
of,insufficient food and for want of 
shelter, as it sometimes does during 
winter, those who are the losers are 
too" much inolinod to attribute the 
lose to bad luck,” but in such cases 
it is bad management that is the cause 
of the loss ; for if the necessary care 
that is required to keep it healthy 
and growing had been token, there 
would have been no loss, as is easy to

I keep them in the aid, old box 
That Willie gave me years ago,

The time we parted on the rocks ;
Hie ship lay swinging to and fro,

As waiting at the lower bay,
I thought my heart would break, that day !
The picture with the pensive eyes WfKSS 

Is Willii ’s ? No dear, that’s young Blake, 
Who took the West Point highest prise:
-lie «rest half crazy fee my sake.

Here are4 lot of rhymes he wrote,
And here’s a button off his coat.
Ia this bis ring ? my dearest May,

I never took a ring from him ! - 
This was a gift from Howard Clav.|

Just see, the pearls are getting dim.
They say that pearls are tears.—what stuff ! 
The setting looks a little rough.
He was as handsome as a prince—

And jealous ! But he went to Rome 
Last fall. He’s never mritten since.

1 used to visit at his home,—
A lovely place beyond Fort Lee ;
His mother thought the world of mo 1
Ob no ! I sent hit letters back.

These came to me from Washington,
But look, what a tremendous pack !

He always wrote me three for one.
I know I used to treat him ill,—
Poor Jack !—he fell at Clhancelhrsvitle.

esore to tho fancier, a moth
to thefrflwnnrs, and a disgrace to »nJ
decent farm or suburban estate—in 
these 4*fï Of >m 
progress !

log pigs. In the flldpn time it was’t)
inork than it. is really guilty of.

Si man can expect" to thrive as g
ban estate in___________ . fermer unless he gives striet attention

lr an e”n‘t and' the pig-sty were as indispensable as to the care of his stock, and at the
*>l° • the barn and the CdW-yarof.*' TÎTÎ- -......- L t-i--»------ «------

tpapqrç made upon tbe farm Was the

The vignettes—all that lot—are scalps 
I took in London, Naples, Nice,

At Psrifc and among the Alps :
Those foreign lovers act like geese.
But, dear, they are such handsome men. 

We go to France, next year, again !
This is the doctors signet ring.

-These faded flowers ? Oh, let me see ; 
Why, what a very curious thing !

Who could have sent these dowers to me ? 
Ah ! now 1 have it,—Count de Twirl!
He married that fat Drusbie girl.
His hair was red. You need not look 

So sadly at that raven tress.
You know the head that lock forsook;

You know,—but you could never guess ! 
Nor wouldeI tell you for the world 
Aboift whose brow that ringlet curled.
Why won’t 1 tell ? Wefl, partly, child, 

Because, you like tbe man yourself;
But most, because—don’t get so wild !

I have not laved him on the shelf,—
He’s not a bygone. In a year, 
n^tell you all about Atm, dear.

Scribner's Monthly.

lèUèt

Berthilda’s Offer.

of an i

ho seen. Just hero it is proper tc-aav 
that luck" ja" charged 'wllE much

he e»ai 
ved„ Farmers who have a num'- 

ber of heavy hogs to kill, will find it 
will pay to make a large box in wMob 
to, do the scalding rather than to use 

We have used such a tank 
1 year»; It shneM be made 

just a little longer than tlij "latest 
bag to he scalded; apd wide enough to 
permit turning tbe hog in the wotc- 
readily. It should not he larger than 
necessary, for the less water used 
beyond what is required, the less the 
work of keeping it hot. The most 
important point in dispa'eliing the 
Work Of butcherng is securing a 
“good scald.” The water should he

■at team ffea Itg #f#> gfWWlly tough, 
Mutton c:,let6 to tot# *f* token from
the neck. “ For rJT** <«i°»
breast or shoulder is good. 
ch0|)8 are best for frying ; cutlets are 
more apt to be tough. In selecting 
beef take that which has a loose 
grain, easily yielding to pressure, of a 
dark red color, smooth, with whitish 
fat; if the lean is purplish and the fat 
is yellow, it is poor beef. Grass fed 
ie tbe lightest, »x the best, and next 
the heifer. Perhaps the nicest mutton 
roast is a small leg, thé ,bône tafcoh 
oat, and the cavity stuffed with forced 
neat. The best beet' roast is (fof 
titrée)'about two ail'd1 d half or three 

. pounds ol pOrtcr-liouso. Surloin ranks 
| next. A rump roast is very nice. 
T vo or three pounds is a great plenty 
for ‘lirec. In chops, I think that from 

: tl.c hind leg of mutton beat, unless 
you cull get a meaty ” sirloin. Tbe 
same in pork ; about one and a quarter 
to one and a half pounds is sufficient ;

Discard this superannuated tfo»* m«°6 °pon tne form *as the
hill race of fowls! Buy the wodarn Qf «IF; ft m#}o l{| ipqrk
improved birds-of any variety 70u\^ ^ 

may chops». .You can purchase a law
in one year 

you can have a bgnfaome flock of nice 
fhfifty useful breeders tfiqt wjlf gjvo 
uatii^spf'iofl, and pay liberally -for 
tiieir kaeping, and whinhyou will not 

ad to show to city or country 
upon you.—be asba, 

friends, when
Er.

, -H they c-

neither too warm nor too cold. By 
testing it with a tbermomeinr, ^he beefsteak about the same quantity, 
right temperature ean ea.-ily be ascer- Porter-house is cheaper than sirloin,

Ashes and idight-Soil as Manure.

W3 use a»h03 -indi»cviminutely on 
all kinds of crops and all kinds of 
.soil, and get some''benefit, but not 
always the full value, which can only 
be realized when we combine the ashes 
with organic, and particularly nitro­
genous manures. I have found in 
experimenting the greatest effects 
from a union of night soil and hard 
wood ashes—not only great plant 
growth, bat maximum yields oi" fruit. 
Never have I had such success with 
tomatoes, for instance, as where night 
soil was used to push forward the 
plant, followed afterward by ashes to 
perfect the crop. Bat the ashes must 
be plentifully applied, as they are

wire seen for year* after, in the oats 
and grass. >'Ur ex­
perience with home-made" m-.nares 
and the manufactured article, we have 
pumP to toe conclusion that no culti­
vator can afford to (Jj*pgnse tyith the 
labors of the pig as a manufacturer of 
fertilizers. It is the most satisfootory 
way of filling the pork barrel, and the 
lard iteffi even if there be little econo­
my in it. Swine pay largely in 
mixing and composting the contents 
of the barn cellar that receives tho 
ma»a«* Of cattle kept in the stables 
above. We W.e i?9%d thjs feature 
in the management of th* qft* 
farmers recently finite!. Pigs *ve

me treats it kindly and gently 
Animals soon learn who are their 
ftWlê èfl4 wtto ftp® fltot îiSt sn ill: 
tempered man who whips and fights 
hi* bones upon the slightest ground, 
and perhaps when there is no neces­
sity for it, enter the stable, and there 
is a general uneasiness manifested 
among them for fear of receiving 
blows, Of kieks, or Other rough treat, 
ment from him- $bfty sue timid <wd 
shy, and retreat to the farthest end of 
the building upon bis entrance. This 
is not the oase with the good horse 
master. Ingload of fearing and trying 
to keep as far away from him as pos­
sible, they welcome him by signs and 
looks, and even approach him when 
he eaters the stable. The same thing 
is cptipeaWp in the m «taWçs when 

I* wjïkprs Sfitof, ,#!)d Wjtff dll 
------—uur ‘, , . , , .... kinds of ilomestip animals good treat-

kept at work from tueir °Utu U) WSn ja appppei^ted, as everyone
slaughter. All refuse from the form j bftg 0Bffo,nfy notlpfld ff|)9 fia» hflid the 
and trarden uoes to the barn cellar. I.n 1-e anH feeding of farm Stopljf.and garden goes to tho barn cellar. 
Absorbents, in the shape of weathered 
peat and muck, head lands, swamp 
hay, salt marsh grass, sea weed, saw 
dust, leaves from the woods, were 
frequentlyâdded to keep the swine 
busy and to prevent all bad odors. 
The sty, which is often a nuisance, by 
tho use «f absorbents, may be kept 
entirely inoffensive, Tbe pigs not

care attff feeding
Seeing, then, that It is the par-

. 1 - A.------ - alueseuMtleulnr care that a farmer should 
of his stock, that helps more than any- 
thing else to assist In securing him a 
fair profit for bis outlay and trouble, 
it behooves everyone! nieras ted in tbe 
business, and who wishes to make 
maney in his operations as a stock 
vaisflf and feeder, to see that he does 
it, and that too, in a manner well 
worthy of pattern.—Indiana Farmer.

R. FLINT had the reputation 
of being as hard as his name. 

‘Certainly he was a crusty sort 
Id gentlemen, with a disagree­

able habit of tel ling what he considered 
the plain truth to everyone. As every­
one did not at once bow low and say :

Mr. Flint you are perfectly right, 
this habit of frankness had brought 
him into a good many quarrels with 
his friends and relatives, so that at 
last the only one of bis own blood 
with whom he was on speaking terms 
was his orphan neiee, Berthild», who 
kept boose for him ; to whom he was 
unusually kind, and who believed him 
to be a modern Solomon.

She had never once contradicted 
him. When he told- her that the 
Flints were generally good-loeking, 
but that shp took aftpr her mother’s 
family, who wore all «a plain as pike­
staffs, she answered, “ Yes, Uncle, bat 
that is not my fault, you know." 
When ho said that she need not mind 
about being good-looking, because, 
after all, she was a nice little thing 
and wonld be more apt to be left to 
keep house for him forever, shq ap­
peared to be oqmfqBfed,

^he was mtlil" and' meek, and her 
vanity had been quite taken out of 
her by her uncle’s frankness.
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very plain ; but she accepted Mr. 
Flint’s opinion without a ~urmur

It was all genuine. She was one of 
those little women who generally how 
fictif p befape the male head of their 
family and worship him. She had not 
even reflected that he might leave her 
his money, or some of it. It was too 
dreadful to think of Uncle Flint’s ever 
dying at all.

As for marrying, it did not enter 
her mind. She had written hovsçl( 
fiqvffl # spinster., as soon as she had 
heard Unde Flint’s opinion on the 
subject, which was oracularly given 
when she was about sixteen years of 
age ; hat now that she was very nearly 
thirty, she was astonished by the ap­
pearance of a lover in the shape of a 
stout former of forty, a widower 
without children, and owner of as 
fine a piece of property as çoqlfi hÿ 
faqnfi ip the

It was a ease of love at first sight on 
his part, and Borthilda finding hWSgif
nHe toy? to, nnfi being tt'ite unused 
to the situation, fait that it was her 
duty to refase him, since to marry 
would be to contradict Uncle Flint's 
distinct assertion that she was born to 
bo an old maid ; yet she yielded to the 
advances of Mr. Hoskins, so far as to 
allow herself to be seen home from 
meeting, and occasionally encircled 
by a very large arm, which, after a

not a little shocked.
Finally Mr. Hoskins offered himself, 

and Berthilda, having confessed to a 
partiality for him, ended by asserting 
that Uncle Flint must decide the 
matter, and that she dared not men­
tion the subject to him.

“ Well, then, I will," said Mr. Hos­
kins. “ I ain’t afraid of no man, and 
fyonr uncle has anything agin me, 
he ean out with it and prove it. I'll 
write and ask him, since you are so 
p*t1eU«1er, Berthildy ; though'bein’ 
of age, I can’t see why he has any- 
thing to say about it.”

To which Berthilda, sobbing, re­
plied that her uncle’s word was her 
law, and was kissed at the gate as 
usual, this conversation having taken 
place on a Sunday evening on the way 
from Church.

On Momlay morning old Mr. Flint, 
going, after breakfast, into the little 
room which he called his office, and 
where ho transacted bis business as 
notary public, found lying on hie desk 
two letters already left for him that 
morning, and opening them found 
that each asked him for something.

One was from ft neighbor named 
Perkins, who desired to borrow a 
horse of him. The other from farmer 
Hoskins, asking for his niece Ber­
th itda’s hand.

Mr. Flint was not in tho habit of 
lingering long over any decision. He 
regarded the foot that Berthilda "had 
had an offer as a sort of miracle not 
likely to occur again, and he had an 
idea that women, always liked to be 
married.

Hoskins was well to do and ret- 
pectitblp. She should have him, if 
she chose. She had been a good girl 
to .him, and he really felt an affection 
for her.

As for Perkins, he should not have 
his horse. Ho had overworked the 
one ho had borrowed of him last har­
vest time, and the poor beast had died 
in consequence. Lend Perkins bis 
gray mare indeed ! He would give 
him a piece of his mind for bis impu­
dence. And he would settle that 
business before he attended to Ber­
th i Ida’s offer.

So he drew his blotter toward him, 
seized pen and ink, and indited this 
peppery epiellc ;

Sir—I don’t wonder you wrote, and 
hadn’t the face to come and ask me 
for what yon wanted, like a man. Let 
yon have her, indeed ! When every­
one knows you killed the other one 
with overwork,. and only sent her 
home to be bnried. A pretty idea 
that, indeed I She was just a rack of 
bones when, you got through with 
her, and, I judge, half-starved as well 
as worked to death.

You’ll promise to take good care of 
her, no doubt. You may if you get 
her ; but you’ll only do that by steal­
ing her, and as I suppose you’re quite 
capable of that, I shall see to ray 
locks.

Flint.
This finished, be wrote more briefly 

to Mr. Hoskins :
Dear Sir— I caVt see anything ia 

the way of your having what yon 
ask. You can come over if yon like 
and talk It over.

Flint.
Having done this, be put each in an 

envelope and sent them off.
Poor Berthilda seareely dared to * 

that hiraise her eyes to her qqqjfi'a face 
day ; bqt manner to her was uo- 
usnally kind, and she had allowed 
herself to hope much from it, when, 
as she sat at her knitting fa the 
evening, Pegy,, fa* sole dom»f;ic 
bockonSa mysteriously to her from 
the doer ; jud )iaving thus beguiled 
nor into the hall, informed her that 
Mr. Hoskins wanted to see her at the
6»fa.

To the gate Berthilda went in a 
state of nervous agitation, which made 
the blue ribbon bow in her hair quiver 
like a bumming bird, and there she 
found Mr. Hoskins so red in tbe face 
with rage that the color wqs percep 
lible by the moonlight.

And hi* greeting was this :
Borlhildy, if old Flint was any­

body's uncle but yours, I*d go in and 
pummel the breath out of him. I’ve 
a minier do it now."

“Oh, dear!" sobbed Barthilda. 
What is tbe matter 7”
“ He's writ me a letter that iras 

jest chock full of insults from fust to 
last," said Mr. Hofafaq- V Said I writ 
'cause \ Uffa afeared to ask him for 
you ; and everyone knows that I 
killed Abigail Aramiflty with over­
work, starved her to death, and sent 
fipp Offer to her mu’s to be buried. 
Now Abigail A^âmiely died of the 
consumption fast was in her family, 
and I spent Ijlts in doctor’s stuff; and 
if she was buried from her ma’*, that 
was the ouTNJady’s wish. And 
Araminty, she wotihi go there to die. 
And I did all that mortal man could, 
and I hired help, and I wasn’t hard cm 
Abigail Araminty ; and yqgr uncle, 
he’s a liar, and if tie’ll come out hero.

l can do to keep from saying words » 
man hadn’t orter say after he’s jined 
the church. I never was so mad in 
my life. I’m bursting with rage ; and 
he says I’m a thief, and he’s no doubt 
I'll steal you if I can ; and so I will. 
It’s jest this, Berthildy—you come 
along with me now, and get Parson 
Speer to marry us, or there’s an end 
of it. It's all up between us. You 
choose betwixt old Flint and me, and 
if you choose him, why I ain’t under 
no obligations to you no longer, and 
I’ll malt* a jelly of bim ia three shakes 
of a sheep's tail.”

At these words Berthilda trembled 
more than ever. The fountains that 
were in her head overflowed and ran 
out of her eyee adown her cheeks.

•' Oh, oh, oh !” she sobbed, “ was 
over a poor woman in such trouble 7 
Oh,oh!” •

“ Choose !” eried Hoskins ; “ and 
darned if I ain.t so mad I don’t care 
much which way you choose. I’d 
rather like to be at liberty to go for 
old Flint and mash him—by jingo, I 
had!”

“ Why don't I die I” sobbed Ber­
thilda. “ But, oh, Silas, I can’t leave 
uncle Flint like that. It wouldn't be 
decent.”

“Then here goes," said Silas Hos­
kins, taking off his caffs.

At this moment a long, lath-like 
figure strode past them and began to 
hammer at the door.

The servant opened it, and Peter 
Perkins’ voice inquired for Mr. Flint.

Mr. Flint at once appeared in the 
entry.

“ Will, what do yon want here 7” 
was the salutation.

“ Wall, Mr. Flint, said Peter Per­
kins, “seein’ you was so ’bligin’ and 
neighborly about that gray mare, I 
kinder reckoned I’d jest step in and 
lead her over to-night. You see I git 
In my hay to-morror, and there’s a 
rain a cornin’ np along the end of the 
week, or I ain’t no prophet.”

“ So you do mean to steal her 7" said 
Mr. Flint, " I've seen impudence 
before,i but this caps all.”

“ Kinder guess you’ve forgot who I 
am,” said Peter Perkins. “Don’tyou 
remember a writin’ to me this momin’f 
I’m Mr. Perkins, Mr. Flint.”

“I know you well enough, " said Mr. 
Flint. “ D’ye think I’m in my 
dofage? You’re the man that killed 
my brown hoipe last summer, and 
asked for ray gray mare to do the 
same by this. And I told yon what I 
thought of you in my note. Yon 
must have been drinking, Mr. Perkins! 
Yon most be drank, sir, to ask me for 
my gray mare after what I wrote yon. 
this morning.”

“ I drinking ? I never touch any. 
thing but tea. I’m a Son of Temper­
ance, air !” shouted Mr. Perkins, so 
that bis voice reached the ears of tho 
unhappy coopts at the gate. “I 
drunk!"

“ Then if yen are sober, yonr can’t 
read V1 said Mr. Flint.

“You wrote me a note telliog ma 
to come over, saying -there ' was no­
thing in tbe way of my having tha 
gray mare," said Mr. Perkins.

“That’s untrue," said Mr. Flint.
“ You’re ' a lying, sir !” said Mr. 

Perkins. “ Hanged if I’ll stand it 1" 
And now Miss Berthilda saw her 

uncle menaced by a bony fist, and 
lew np tbe path, with Hoskins after 

her.
“ You abominable rascal !" cried 

Mr. Flint,
V Teik* m,e I’m drunk and a liar, 

sir. ” tried Perkins to Hoskins. “ Ask­
ed him neighbor-like to lend me hia 
gray mare, ami be wrote he would, 
and now calls me all the names he cam 
lay his tongue to.”

V I don't doubt it, sir!” said Mr. 
Hoskins. “ He’s insulted me, sir. 
Told me I worked my poor, late 
Abigal Araminty to death, starved 
her, and was afeared of him. Writ 
that to me, sir ! Hang him!”

“ Thai’s false !” said old Flint.
“Now, l am a liar, am I?” cried 

Hoskins.
“ You are both insane !” said Flint.
“ You never writ that to me ?” cried 

Hoskins.
“ No doubt it’s truo, but I didn’t,” 

cried Flint.
“ He it crazy,” said Hoskins.
“ Mad aaaXZe.rch hare," said Perkins.
*’ Y’ou are a couple of lunatics. I’ll 

be protected against you. Help ! 
help ! Some one go for the constable !”

“ A lunatic !” said Mr. Perkins. 
" Why, there's the letter you writ me. 
If you were a younger man I’d not 
stop to argy ; but you’re old enough 
to be my father—”

“ That’s another lie,” said Flint. 
“ You’re fifty years old.”

“ Well, that’s the letter you writ 
me, anyway," said Perkins, holding 
out a crumped sheet of paper.

Flint took it in his hand, glanced at 
it, and said ! “ It isn’t;” but his face 
altered.

“ Contradicts anything,” said Per. 
kins, “I suppose you’ll deny yo«

,ir


