JOHN GRAVES SIMCOQE, Efquire, LIruTENANT-GOVERNOR.

obtain probate of wills, and letters of adminifiration within their feveral difiri@s, Be it enadled
by the authority aforefaid, That it f{hall and may be lawful for the governor, lieutenant go-
vernor or perfon adminiftering the government in this province, to inftitute, and he is hereby
authorized to inftitute by commiflion under the great {eal of this province, in each diftri&t
thereof, a court for the purpofe of granting probate of wills, and letters of adminiftration of the
goods of perfons dying iuteftate, having perfonal eftate within the limits of each diftri¢t refpec-
tively, which courts fhall be feverally called and known by the names of the {urrogate court of
the Eaftern diftri&, the furrogate court of the Midland diftri&, the {furrogate court of the Home
diftri&, and the furrogate court of the Weftern diftri&, and alfo to appoint from time to time, a
furrogate to piefide as judge in each of the faid courts, to hear, give order, or decree, or pro-
nounce judgment in all queftions, caufes or fuits, that may be brought before him, relative to
the faid matters, and alfo from time to time, to nominate and appoint a fit and proper perfon to
be regifter, and alfo fuch officers as may be neceflary for the exercife of the jurifdi&ion to the
faid courts belonging, and that each and every of the faid courts fhall have fuli power and autho-
rity to ilfue procefs and hold cognizince of all matters relative to the granting of the probate of
willsand letters of adminiftration, and to grant probate of wills, and to commit letters of admi=
niftration of all and fingular the goeds and effeéts, rights and credits of perfons dying inteftate,
within the limits of their refpeétive diftriéts, except in the cafes herein after mentioned. Provi-
ded always, That inall cafes where a teftator or inteftate {hall die poflefled of goods, chattels or
credits to the amount of five pounds in any diftri¢t, other than that in which he ufually refided
at the time of his deceafe, or when any teftator or inteftate fhall die poffeffed of goods to the
value of five pounds, in two or more feveral diftri¢ts within this province, the probate of fuch
will and letters of adminifiration of the goods and effeéts of fuch perfon fhall be granted by
the court of probate only, and not by any {urrogate court.

111. And in order to give due authenticity to the afls and proceedings of the faid feveral
courts, Be it enaéted by the authority aforefaid, That each of the faid courts be provided with

- afuitable feal ; that on the feal of the conrt of probate be infcribed the name of the province; and:

on the feveral feals'of the {urrogate courts the name of the diftri&, over which its jurifdicion
extends, and that a particular defcription of fuch feals be refpectively {ent to the office of the.
fecretary of the province to be kept among the records of the province. Provided always, That
no perfon (hall be entitled o1 qualified to enter upon or execute the office of {urrogate in any
of the courts {o to be eftablifhed, until after he {hall have taken the following oath s |

“ 1 A. B. do folemnly promife and [wear, that I will honeflly and impartially execute the Qﬁcé
b according to the beft of my knowledge and ability.

; ¢ So HeELP ME Gob.”

And that no perfon (hall be entitled to a& asa regifter in any of the faid courts unul after he

{ball bave taken the following oath :

¢ 1 A. B. dopromife and fwear, that I will d:lwenﬂy and Jaithfully execute the officeof and:
¢¢ that Iwill not knowingly permit or [uffer any alteration, obliteration or defiruétion to be made or
¢ done by myfelf or others, on any wills or teflamentary papers committcd to my charge.

* So neLp Mg Gop.”

1V. And be it enatied by the authority aforefaid, That every will or teflamentary paper, which
fhall be duly proved, approved and infinuated in the court of probate, or in any furrogate court
within this province, fhall be kept and preferved among the records of the faid court, and that
a tranfeript thereof duly authenticated under the feal ‘of the faid court, fhall be taken and re-

ceived as the regular prabate of fuch will or teftamentary paper, {o far as the fame may regard
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